






















New OSHA Rules for Scaffolding 

A) Reasons for New Rules: B) Objectives:

1. 9% of all construction fatalities occurred on Scaffolding.
2. There have been 510,500 injuries and 9,750 reported deaths.
3. 72% of injuries involved planking and supports.
4. 25% of people on jobs received no training on Scaffolding.
5. Only 33% of inspected Scaffolding have guardrails.

C) l(e Def1n1t1ons.

1. Don't let the scaffold fall.
2. Don't fall off the scaffold.
3. Don't let the material fall off the

scaffold.

1. Competent Person: means one who is capable of identifying existing ----------
and predictable hazards in the surroundings or working conditions Name of Competent Person:

which are unsanitary, hazardous or dangerous to employees, and who has authorizatjon to take
prompt corrective measures to eliminate them.

2. Qualified Person: means one who, by possession of a recognized
degree, certificate, or professional standing, or who by extensive Name of Qualified Person:

knowledge, training and experience, has successfully demonstrated his/her ability to solve or
resolve problems related to the subject matter, the work or the project.

1. Fall protection for Erectors and Dismantlers: The new standard now requires employees be
protected from falls while erecting (including increasing the height of the scaffold as the work
progresses). The employers must conduct a feasibility study to determine when fall protection,
such as personal fall protection systems, are feasible and do not create a greater hazard.
(Scaffolding is not designed as an anchor point for fall arrest.)

2. Electrical Shack Protection: The new standard requires safe distance from power lines be
maintained as outlined in the standard.

3. Employee Training: The new standard now specifically requires all employees who work on,
erect or dismantle, repair, operate, maintain or inspect scaffolding be trained in specific areas
related to the safe use of the scaffold.

4. Daily Inspections: The new standard requires the scaffold be inspected before each use, daily or
before each work shift by a competent person.

5. Welding from a Suspended Scaffold: The new standard requires specific precaution be taken when
welding from a suspended scaffold to prevent current travel and/or arcing in the scaffold components.

6. Cross Braces as Railings: The new standard specifically addresses under what circumstances a
cross brace can substitute as a top or mid rail (not both).

7. Access: The standard now defines how and under what circumstances a ladder or steps will be used.

Load Chart 

Frame Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 4 Part Load 
(all weights are in lbs. per leg) (all weights are in lbs.) 

For towers exceeding four (4) tiers high, subtract dead load weight/leg of frames, crossbraces, and 
brackets above the 4th tier to obtain an allowable load/leg for workman, materials, and planking. 

All values are based upon 12" maximum screw extension at the base of the scaffold 




