The Baptism of Our Lord

January 12, 2020

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus
fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations.
In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved
children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing.

GATHERING
Congregational Responses in Bold Print

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

What Star Is This, With Beams So Bright?

HOPSON

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and
beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters. Amen.
As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of Christ
crucified and risen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God who searches us and knows us, you have shown us what is good, but we have looked
to other lights to find our way. We have not been just in our dealings with others. We
have chosen revenge over mercy. We have promoted ourselves instead of walking
humbly with you. With what shall we come before you? Forgive us our sin, and show us
your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God,
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the promise of baptism: You are
God’s child; ☩ your sins are forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.
Amen.
HYMN

#448

This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now

LAND OF REST

GREETING
The true light that enlightens everyone has come into the world! The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
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GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into
Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with
your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
KIDS OF THE KINGDOM (10:45) Make Me A Servant
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 42: 1-9

God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not
exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s
task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.
1

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it
heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he
will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
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Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in
it: 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I
have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to
bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD,
that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have
come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord.
SECOND READING:

Thanks be to God.

Acts 10: 34-43

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of
God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching,
Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
36
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord
of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on
a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to
us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
34

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 3rd chapter.
GOSPEL

Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 3: 13-17

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s
child.
13

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on
him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
SERMON

Praise to you, O Christ.

Rev. Robert Cochran

HYMN OF THE DAY

#451 We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus

OUIMETTE

NICENE CREED
With voices united, let us confess our faith
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
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suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the world, and
all who long to hear God’s voice. (A brief silence.)
... Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
MEAL
INTRODUCTION TO THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Greet on another with the Peace of the Lord!
OFFERING

Miriam Gibson (8:15) All Who Believe and Are Baptized
Brass Ensemble (10:45) Be Still My Soul SIBELIUS

PROULX

OFFERTORY # 692 We Are an Offering OFFERING
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you; we are an offering.
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, Lord use our lives, they are yours:
we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you; we are an offering,
we are an offering.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother earth
you bring forth this bread and wine. We place them on your table, together with our
lives and all that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We
wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, our
banquet of life. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right.................we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
Finally let us pray for those things for which the Lord would have us ask.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table of mercy
and joy.
LAMB OF GOD

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
#800 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart

MORECAMBE

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us
with the gift of salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to
your goodness and share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep you united
in mind and purpose. And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be with you always. Amen.
SENDING HYMN #310

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

SALZBURG

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Let your light shine. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

I’ve Just Come from the Fountain

BILLINGHAM

*Worship has ended * Let the service begin*

Moving One Step Closer to God.
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