Readings for Sunday, March 11, 2018
4th Sunday in Lent
Woodbury United Methodist Church
A Reading from the Book of Numbers:
4

The Israelites left Mount Hor by the road that leads to the Gulf of Aqaba, in

order to go around the territory of Edom. But on the way the people lost
their patience 5 and spoke against God and Moses. They complained, “Why
did you bring us out of Egypt to die in this desert, where there is no food or
water? We can't stand any more of this miserable food!” 6 Then the LORD sent
poisonous snakes among the people, and many Israelites were bitten and
died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke
against the LORD and against you. Now pray to the LORD to take these snakes
away.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 Then the LORD told Moses to make
a metal snake and put it on a pole, so that anyone who was bitten could look
at it and be healed. 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it on a pole.
Anyone who had been bitten would look at the bronze snake and be healed.
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians

2 In

the past you were spiritually dead because of your disobedience and

sins. 2 At that time you followed the world's evil way; you obeyed the ruler of
the spiritual powers in space, the spirit who now controls the people who
disobey God. 3 Actually all of us were like them and lived according to our
natural desires, doing whatever suited the wishes of our own bodies and
minds. In our natural condition we, like everyone else, were destined to
suffer God's anger. 4 But God's mercy is so abundant, and his love for us is
so great, 5 that while we were spiritually dead in our disobedience he brought
us to life with Christ. It is by God's grace that you have been saved. 6 In our
union with Christ Jesus he raised us up with him to rule with him in the
heavenly world. 7 He did this to demonstrate for all time to come the
extraordinary greatness of his grace in the love he showed us in Christ

Woodbury United Methodist Church 4 Church Street, Woodbury, CT 06798

Readings for Sunday, March 11, 2018
4th Sunday in Lent
Woodbury United Methodist Church

Jesus.

8-9

For it is by God's grace that you have been saved through faith. It is

not the result of your own efforts, but God's gift, so that no one can boast
about it.

10

God has made us what we are, and in our union with Christ Jesus

he has created us for a life of good deeds, which he has already prepared for
us to do.
A Reading from the Gospel of John:
14

As Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the desert, in the same

way the Son of Man must be lifted up,
him may have eternal life.

16

15

so that everyone who believes in

For God loved the world so much that he gave

his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have
eternal life.

17

For God did not send his Son into the world to be its judge, but

to be its savior.

18

Those who believe in the Son are not judged; but those

who do not believe have already been judged, because they have not
believed in God's only Son.

19

This is how the judgment works: the light has

come into the world, but people love the darkness rather than the light,
because their deeds are evil.

20

Those who do evil things hate the light and

will not come to the light, because they do not want their evil deeds to be
shown up.

21

But those who do what is true come to the light in order that the

light may show that what they did was in obedience to God.
This is the word of God. Thanks be to God.
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