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Abstract.
A Binturong Arctictis binturong and two Common Palm Civets Paradoxurus
hermaphroditus were photographed in the possession of local hunters in south-western
Yunnan province, China, along the China-Myanmar border, in August 2014. This is the
first confirmed record of Binturong for many years within its Chinese range.
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Binturong Arctictis binturong is the largest member of the civet family (Viverridae)
and is classified as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (IUCN 2014).
It occurs from North-east India and Bangladesh, east through mainland South-east Asia to
Borneo, Java and Sumatra (Corbet & Hill 1992), with a small range in southern China
(Wang 2003) (Fig. 1; this includes several parts of China where the species’ occurrence is
predicted based on suitable habitat and/or climate (Widmann et al. 2008)). Lau et al.
(2010), in an analysis of extensive multi-method surveys, speculated that the species might
now be extinct in south China (Guangxi, Guangdong, Hainan, Hong Kong and Macau),
whence only one confirmed record, from Dayaoshan in central Guangxi in 1926 (Wang
1998), and two uncertain interview records in Hainan province far from its known range
(Lau et al. 2010), are available; there have been no published records from anywhere across
its range in China for 22 years. This suggests that the 2008 map presented in Fig. 1 might
be highly optimistic. This note presents a record from Yunnan province, along the
Myanmar border, in August 2014, confirming the persistence of Binturong in the wild in
China.
On 15 August 2014, a dead adult male Binturong (15-20 kg) was photographed in
the flesh at Rui Li (23°56′N, 97°33′E), Yunnan province, China (Figure 1) along with two
Common Palm Civets Paradoxurus hermaphroditus (Figure 2). The animal was
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photographed 2.5 km from the Myanmar border, the habitat on both sides of the border
being similar. The animals were being carried out of the forest by local hunters for
bushmeat. It is highly unlikely that the animals were taken from the Myanmar side as this
would involve crossing a boundary river with firearms; conversations with one of the
hunters confirmed that the animals were indeed taken from the Chinese side of the border.

Figure 1. The confirmed record (black dot) and a partly predictive representation of the distribution
range (shaded area) of Binturong Arctictis binturong in China (Widmann et al. 2008)

This is the first record of Binturong within the Chinese range for more than two
decades, the last skin specimen being collected in 1992 in Yunnan province. Lau et al.
(2010) traced no record from Guangxi province, where it certainly used to occur (Wang
1998), or from Hainan, where it has been recorded only provisionally. Occurrence in
various parts of Yunnan (e.g. Yingjiang. Mengla. Menghai) is evinced from eight coat
specimens collected in this area before 1992 and kept in the Kunming Institute of Zoology
(Wang 2003). The lack of camera-trap records from the province’s far south (Zhang et al.
2014) suggests the species might indeed be rare in China. However, interviews with one of
the hunters reveal the lack of awareness regarding the higher conservation threat status of
Binturong both in China and internationally, compared with other species of Viverridae still
widespread in China.
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Figure 2. A Binturong Arctictis binturong and two Common Palm Civets Paradoxurus
hermaphroditus photographed in the possession of local hunters in Aug. 2014, at Rui Li, Yunnan
province, China

Binturong may now be rare in much of the north-eastern part of its global range.
Willcox et al. (2014: Table SOM3), in a review of camera-trapping studies across Vietnam,
traced records from only two of 11 surveys. Gray et al. (2014), collated results from three
of the largest camera-trap surveys in Lao PDR, which, over 33,000 camera-trap-nights,
produced only one record of Binturong. Eleven of twenty-one survey areas confirmed to
hold the species across Thailand: six areas via camera-traps and another five by other
methods such as direct sighting, live-trapping and confiscation of hunted remains
(Chutipong et al. 2014). Than Zaw et al. (2008) camera-trapped the species in six of 18
survey areas across Myanmar. Although comparable collations are not available from
Cambodia and countries to the south, in at least Borneo, the species seems to be
encountered far more frequently (Semiadi. et al. 2016). There are no collations of recent
locality records from India or Bangladesh, although the species certainly persists in this
region (e.g. Murali et al. 2013).
As a largely arboreal animal, Binturong might be less detected by camera-traps than
are ground-dwelling species of comparable local abundance; this is evidently the case for
the highly arboreal Small-toothed Palm Civet Arctogalidia trivirgata (Willcox et al. 2012).
However, Small-toothed Palm Civet is an agile user of small, canopy branches and is adept
at jumping between gaps (Duckworth & Nettelbeck, 2008); the heavy Binturong lacks this
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agility and so, for moving through the forest, may often need to descend to the ground (see
Chutipong et al. 2014). Thus, it may be reasonable to assume that the rarity of recent
records from China and northern South-east Asia reflects a genuine rarity of the species.
The most probable cause of this is hunting: recent records from Vietnam and Lao PDR,
where hunting is almost ubiquitously high, are extremely rare, whereas the species can still
be detected, albeit not frequently, in Thailand and Myanmar, where hunting levels are not
as high (Chutipong et al. 2014).
Binturong persists in China, though it may not be common. Conservation actions,
chiefly protection from hunting, should be prioritized in the management plans of the areas
in which it is likely to occur. Any recent records from within the Chinese range also
warrant publication to clarify the species’ current status in the country.
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