In school and in sports, 


there are times when things are just not going right for the teacher or coach, 



and they suddenly institute the “everybody” clause.  


If one person messes up, 



everyone receives the punishment. 


 If one person succeeds, 



everyone wins.  

Needless to say, 


when my coach instituted this policy, 



I found myself running lines, 




even though I was there on time.  


But eventually, 



those who were usually tardy, 


found they now had 17 teammates making sure they made it on the field in time, 



not just the coach who they were no longer trying to please.

But the question was often raised, 


especially in the classroom setting, 



where the team concept was not as central, 


is this “everybody” policy right or fair?  

You have a group project 


and you do what you are assigned to do, 


but nobody else does, 



so now you receive a failing grade after doing passing work.  

As a fellow student, y


ou only have so much control over your fellow classmates.  

So why do you have to suffer the consequences 


if they decided to watch tv 


instead of do their work?

The teacher and coach's response was always, 


“This is the way it is when you get out in the real world.”  

If the business does not succeed, 


not just one of you is looking for a new job, 



but everyone is.  

If the company does great, 


everyone gets a bigger Christmas bonus.  

But even in the real world, 


the individualistic part of us that pushes back against this idea.  



Why should Janet get a Christmas bonus the same size as me, 




when I doubled her in sales.  



Or why should the dishwasher get a percentage of my tips, 




when it was my charm and quick thinking on my feet 





that led to a pleasant dining experience.  


We are quick to forget 



that we are all in this together as a community.

Individual accomplishments and effort 


take a hard fall in our text today.  

Jesus tells us plainly and clearly, 


that the Kingdom of Heaven works on the “everybody clause.”  



If you receive Jesus, 




a prophet, 




or a righteous man, 



you will receive their reward.  




The same reward.  



Not a percentage, 




but the full thing.  

In theory, 


Jesus is saying that if we do nothing else, 

but receive a prophet 


and let him stay at our house for awhile, 



we will received the same benefit as the prophet, 




who endured the hardships, 




traveled the country side, 




and lived through the difficult aspects of life.  

Our minds either say, 


“Awesome!”  

Or they say, 


“That does not seem fair!”  

It seems a little too easy, 


and we need to look more at the key word of this passage used six times,



in order to understand what Jesus is calling for.  

In the NIV, 


the key word is 'receives', 


or dexomai.  

Other translations use: 


welcomes,  


accepts, 


or hospitable.  

All of these words are trying to get at the idea of taking hold of something 


or someone, 



to grasp or to grab.  

We have a member of our family who likes to grab things.  


When she does, 



she takes them in as her own, 



not wanting to let go of them.  




They are now hers.  


This is what the greek word is trying to get at.

We are not just receiving Jesus 


and putting him on our shelf.  

We are grabbing onto Jesus 


and making him our Lord.  



He is now what we are depending on to change and rule our life.  



He is now who we are depending on to save our life.  

When Jesus first said this to his disciples, 


he was saying that whoever heard what they had to say on his behalf, 



had done the same thing as Matthew the tax collector had.  




Saw Jesus on the road, 




heard his invitation, 




and made him immediately part of his every day life.  



Jesus dined with Matthew the tax collector that very same night.  




Matthew grabbed onto Jesus and did not let him go.

Now, as Matthew goes out with Jesus' message, 


and someone invites Matthew to come and dine with them, 



they are basically inviting Jesus into his home and heart.  

And while Matthew has long been dead, 


along with Mark, Luke, and John, 

we can still live into this promise 


by sharing what Jesus gave them and sent on.  



Jesus' word, 




as proclaimed in the four gospels and the epistles.  

If we receive their word, 


we receive Jesus as well.  

And if we receive Jesus, 


we receive the one who sent Jesus, 



the Father.

What this receiving or hospitality is, 


takes another step of clarity in the Greek.  

Our text tries to make sense of the Greek by saying, 


“Anyone who receives a prophet, 



because he is a prophet.”  

The literal Greek translates, 


Anyone who receives a prophet 



in the name of a prophet, 




will receive a prophets reward.  

That little preposition, 


“in the name of a prophet” 



indicates that we have to realize 



and treat them as the reward we wish to be credited with.  

We need to identify that they are a prophet, 


grab onto them like they were, 


and respond to them as a prophet.  

If we do this, 


we receive their reward.  

If we just run a hotel 


and they happen to have stayed at our place, 



we do not get their same reward.  

In this text, Jesus is putting the onus on us, 


to see the potential 


and to support the ministry of that person.  

If we are going to go the support staff route, 



we need to be seeing God at work in the workers 


and acknowledge people in light of what God is doing through them.

Now, the support covers a wide spread of interactions.  


It could be bringing them in 



and supporting them with the last bread you have, 


like the widow and her son did for Elijah.  

They recognized that Elijah was a prophet for the Lord 


and trusted his word to be true.  

Each day, 


as the bread kept coming, 



they realized more and more that Elijah was who he said he was.  

But Jesus tells us that they get the full blessing of Elijah's work credited to them, 


because they received Elijah as a prophet of God.  

They were not going to give their last meal to just anyone, 


but someone who spoke with God's authority.  

The other end of the spectrum is the simple glass of water.  


I guess Donna Griffard gets whatever my full reward is, 



for she brought me Lisa's nalgene a few weeks ago 




when my throat was dry.  


She recognized I needed hospitality, 



that I was one of Jesus' little disciples, 




and made sure I had what I needed 




to do the work I was called to that day.  

From a glass of water, 


to our last meal. 

From financial support, 


to prayer and encouragement.  

Seeing someone doing the work of God 


and encouraging, 


being hospitable to their work, 



brings us equal reward, 


without all the hassles.

I have been encouraging us to get in on this reward principle for 10 summers now.  


Showing hospitality to the mission groups that come up here, 



is one way of saying, 


“We believe that what you are doing 



makes a difference in the lives of our children 



and the Kingdom of God.”  

We don't have to do that.  


They could make their own dinners no problem.  

When we do that, 


we were hospitable to them hopefully, 



because we believed in what they were doing.  

We welcomed them 


and enabled them to do the hard work that they were called to do 



with one less burden upon their shoulders.

Before Portland comes up next summer, 


we will have another chance to tell our sister churches 



that we welcome them 



or that we don't care about their mission together, 




as we host the Presbytery meeting here in April. 

The 20 or so elders and pastors could sleep on air mattresses in our fellowship hall.  


Our message to them would be clear.  

Or we could welcome them with great food, 


bringing them into our world 


and letting them stay in our houses, 



and they can leave knowing that they are loved 



and that their work is appreciated and supported here in Skagway.  

The experience of good hospitality is so different, 


it is almost tangible.

You know the difference between being given the spare bedroom as an after thought 


and having the red carpet rolled out for you. 

Jesus is shooting for the red carpet.  


The reason the red carpet is the goal, 



is we need to remember what a disciple of Jesus is experiencing.  



What has made us squirm the last three weeks of chapter 10.  


They are traveling light, 


being persecuted, 


and all of their relationships are in upheaval 



as they are being reordered so that God is first.  

Their lives are up in the air.  


When we can give them a chance to get their feet back on the ground, 



we are making a world of difference.  



We are giving them a chance to catch their breath.

Trying to put this to practical use, 


we can be good, 


but be good for the wrong reasons.  

I can give the man on the corner some money out of pity, 


or I can do it 



because I see him as a child of God.  

I can support a missionary out of duty, 


or I can do it because I see the difference they are making in that place 



and I want to be part of it.  

I can follow God's word because it is good teaching, 


great literature, 


or time tested truths.  

Or I can follow God's word, 


because it is God's word and when I do, 



I get Jesus and his Father with it 




actively speaking into my life..

Whatever team I jump onto, 


I have access to the same reward as they are building up, 



if I see the work of God they are doing, 



and use whatever means I have at my disposal to support it.  


Whether that be time, 


prayer, 


money, 


words of encouragement, 


or material possessions.  

When I do, 


everybody gets the same reward, 



because the Kingdom of God is breaking in in that moment 



when we are all working towards supporting each other 




where God is calling us individually, 




and as the body of Christ.  

Let us do so well, 


so that we are not frustrated with one another 



for not doing the assignment we were called upon to do.

“He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me. 41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.”
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