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California Dairy Campaign Board Meeting – Thank you to everyone who participated in our California Dairy Campaign 
Board meeting yesterday. We had an excellent discussion of the ongoing process to establish a federal milk marketing order in 
California, the dairy title of the farm bill, a dairy relief package, dairy trade issues with Canada, environmental and other      
issues. Our next board meeting is set for Wednesday, May 24th in Turlock.  
 

Dairy Trade Issues with Canada: This week 68 members of Congress signed a letter to President Trump calling for swift  
action to hold Canada to its dairy trade commitment. The letter states, “The U.S. dairy sector relies on its exports to survive.”  
In contrast the Canadian dairy sector does not rely on exports for its survival. Instead it has an inventory management         
program that enables dairy farmers in Canada to receive a fair and stable price for their milk. U.S. dairy farmers are right to 
question why their survival should be tied to the export market when the United States continues to be the largest consuming 
market in the world.  
 

The recent controversy around dairy trade with Canada was sparked by the announcement that Grassland, Inc.,  a processor 
with more sales than Yoplait, would no longer purchase milk from 75 Wisconsin dairies due to the fact that Canada created a 
new class of milk to be used to produce ultra-filtered (UF) milk. Although Grassland knew more than a year ago that Canada 
planned to change its milk classification system to be more competitive with UF imports, it gave affected dairy producers just 
30 days to find a new place to ship their milk. UF milk from the United States enters Canada tariff free and will continue to  
enter the Canadian market without tariffs, but demand for UF imports dropped when Canada changed its milk classification 
system. In years past, dairy farmers in Wisconsin would likely have had the opportunity to switch processors, but due to the 
plentiful supply of milk, affected dairy farmers have had a difficult time finding another processor.   
 

At the meeting yesterday, the CDC Board discussed the importance of establishing an inventory management system here in 
the U.S. to enable dairy farmers to manage milk supplies based on market demand and establish fair and stable prices. CDC is 
joining with dairy farmers in Wisconsin and around the country in the National Farmers Union Dairy Emergency Committee  
to call for the establishment of an inventory management plan in the next farm bill. The CDC board agreed that until dairy     
farmers in the United States have the ability to manage their inventories, the swings and volatility in U.S. milk prices will     
continue. (Executive Director Lynne McBride) 
 

Action Alert: California Dairy Campaign is urging dairy producers to serve and nominate dairy producers to serve on Milk 
Pooling Producer Review Board which will be tasked with finalizing a proposal for the state quota program under the          
proposed California federal milk marketing order.  

Deadline for Nominations Monday, May 1, 2017 
Nominations are due on May 1st, with the hope that appointments will be made by May 10th and a first meeting could be held 
at the end of May. Persons interested in serving on the Board, or interested in nominating someone to serve on the Board 
should submit a signed nomination form to the department.    
A link for the one-page nomination form, is on the CDFA website at:  https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/Dairy/pdf/
Nominations_for_Milk_Producers_Board_Members.pdf 
 

Tricolored Blackbirds Endangered – Tricolored blackbirds are currently listed as endangered and therefore, it is illegal for 
farmers to destroy the birds’ nests. It is estimated that 40 percent of the tricolored blackbird population nests in silage field 
and there is funding available to compensate dairy farmers for delaying their harvest when the birds are nesting.  April is the 
beginning of nesting season and there is funding available to offset economic losses when growers must delay harvest due to a 
colony nesting in their fields. If you see tricolored blackbirds nesting in your fields, contact California Dairy Campaign Field 
Representative Joe Melo at 209-216-7615.  
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