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May 
Celebrations 

Did we miss your birthday 
or anniversary? 
Please call the  
Parish Office. 

My Dear Friends in Christ, 

     While I was growing up, my family took a summer 
vacation trip to Vermont.  Leaving the tabletop-flat 
landscape of northern Ohio (and the humid, sticky 
weather of an Ohio summer) behind us, we were 
treated to a vista of wooded, mist-covered mountains and broad, cool, beck-
oning valleys.  I still remember the bracing ferry ride across Lake Champlain--
from Port Kent, New York, to Burlington--the Adirondacks behind us and the 
Green Mountains slowly appearing along the horizon of the water.  We were 
entering, it seemed to me, an enchanted land whose beauty and mystery 
would have a lasting effect on the way I looked at the natural world and my 
place in it. 

     And apparently I wasn't the only person in our family so inspired.  As we 
drove up to Smugglers' Notch, near Stowe, on a crystal clear, late June morn-
ing, ridge upon ridge of mountains unfolding before us, I heard my father pro-
fess (in a devout whisper), "It almost makes one want to believe in God!"  For 
dad, then still a searching skeptic, this was high praise!! 

     Thus began my love affair with nature, with the sacredness of God's creat-
ed world.  After our  trip, I started taking long walks with friends into the coun-
tryside around my home, noting the changes of the seasons, enjoying the 
sound and feel of the earth under my feet.  And I began to read the works of 
John Muir and other naturalists, as well as the Nature poetry of William 
Wordsworth.  I became fascinated by the Native-American idea of the "living 
land"--the sense of mystical connection with all creation.  My mother, a long-
time member of the Sierra Club, first impressed on me the responsibility eve-
ryone has in ensuring that the environment is protected, for its own sake and 
for the enjoyment of future generations. 

     The dangers and challenges to that future remain as great as ever, and not 
only for our nation.  The planet itself is imperiled by our refusal to seek clean-
er, more sustainable sources of energy.  Despite a substantial body of scien-
tific evidence showing the dire extent of human influence on our climate, gov-
ernments and societies have, for the most part, lacked the will and the cour-
age to act.  Sadly, our own current administration appears all but intent on re-
versing even the small gains that have been made, domestically and world-
wide, with regard both to global warming and environmental protection.  Ex-
ploitation, not preservation has become its prevailing policy--to the detriment 
of the gift God has given us in this fair land, on this good earth. 

     Despite these obstacles, however, we have reason to hope, and to be em-
boldened.  As we greet the glory of this Maryland spring and the promise of 
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renewal contained in this Eastertide, we see once again the fragile beauty and holiness of nature; 
and so we are prompted once again to seek to keep these natural treasures safe and secure. 

     We can do this by getting involved in the already vibrant environmental movement, through na-
tional organizations like the Sierra Club and locally through the Nature Conservancy and the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation.  We can be sure that our state and congressional representatives know of 
our views on critical votes.  And we can become good stewards ourselves, by recycling and by con-
serving resources in our homes and work places.  There are many ways of fighting for our planet, 
and in doing so giving praise and thanks to our Creator. 

     For my father was right those many years ago, as he drove transfixed through the mountains of 
Vermont, saying more than he believed, believing more than he knew: Truly, to look upon nature is to 
see the reflection of the face of God!   

Many Blessings in His Name, 

Fr. Gordon + 

Rector Letter - from p. 1 

LADIES LUNCH  
 

The COTT  
Ladies Lunch 
Group met for 
lunch at the 
Bob Evans 
Restaurant 
on Route 40 
on Tuesday, 
April 18 at 
noon. Ruth 
Wallace, Linda Galloway, Susan Wirths, Bar-
bara Collins, Robin Rolph, Rev. Ellen Hurwitz, 
and Molly Wilson were in attendance. The 
conversation was light and lively with discus-
sions about good books, good recipes and 
good times. We plan to meet again at the 
same place, the Bob Evans Restaurant on 
Route 40, at noon on Tuesday, May 16. All 
COTT women are welcome to join us. Please 
contact Linda Galloway (301-371-6326) or 
Susan Wirths (301-644-4274) for more infor-
mation. 
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Do you have a question about any-
thing regarding C.O.T.T?   

 
Our Vestry members are here to help 

-  
talk to one of them or  
Fr. Gordon any time. 

VESTRY 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 
Barbara Collins Mel Galloway Scott Myers 
Richard Galliher Jim Hubbard Bernadette Roche 

Debbie Knipe Tony Traini Emily Stetler 
      

Janet Roberts – Sr. Warden 
Brad Staup – Jr. Warden 
Craig Zearfoss – Treasurer 

Marsha Burrell - Clerk 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

  9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer   

              

  12:00p  AA   12:00p  AA 12:00p  AA 12:00p AA   

              

    7:00p Chorale 7:00p Vespers/ Rite of 7:30p Choir     

                 Healing   8:30p AA   

              

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Healing - both services 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer     

8:00a  H.E. II             

9:00a Christian Ed 12:00p  AA   12:00p  AA 12:00p  AA 12:00p AA   

10:15a H.E. II/hymns              

11:15a Hospitality     7:00p Vespers/ Rite of 7:30p Choir     

    7:00p Chorale            Healing   8:30p AA   

6:00p Chorale             

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

MOTHERS' DAY 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer   

8:00a  H.E. II             

9:00a Christian Ed 12:00p  AA 12:00p Ladies' Lunch 12:00p  AA 12:00p  AA 12:00p AA   

10:15a H.E. II/hymns              

11:15a Hospitality   7:00p B & F  7:00p Vespers/ Rite of 7:30p Choir 8:30p AA   

    7:00p Chorale            Healing       

6:00p Chorale             

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

8:00a  H.E. II 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer   

9:00a Christian Ed             

10:15a H.E. II/hymns  12:00p  AA   12:00p  AA 12:00p  AA 12:00p AA   

11:15a Hospitality   7:00p Chorale         

11:30a Vestry 6:30p Men's Dinner   7:00p Vespers/ Rite of 7:30p Choir 8:30p AA   

                 Healing       

6:00p Chorale             

28 29 30 31    
8:00a  H.E. II MEMORIAL DAY 9:00a Morning Prayer 9:00a Morning Prayer 

Due to the Diocesan Convention on May 12 & 13,    

Morning Prayer will not be held on Friday, May 12 

9:00a Christian Ed Office Closed     

10:15a H.E. II/hymns      12:00p  AA 

11:15a Hospitality 9:00a Morning Prayer 7:00p Chorale   

      7:00p Vespers/ Rite of    
  12:00p  AA              Healing    
6:00p Chorale          



CONTACT US 
 

Church Office Phone Number:   301-371-7505 
Rectory Phone Number:   301-371-6227 
Church E-mail Address:   transfiguration1@verizon.net 
 

For Pastoral Emergencies, Church Members should contact the office at 301-371-7505 or via e-mail 
at transfiguration1@verizon.net  
Email  Rev. Gordon De La Vars at fr.gordoncott@gmail.com 
Contact Associate Pastor Rev. Ellen Hurwitz at (301) 293-1514  
 

www.thechurchofthetransfiguration.com 

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
9:00 a.m. Christian Education for All 

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
11:30 a.m. Hospitality 

1st Sunday of each month Anointing and  Prayers for Healing 
follow each service 

 

Morning Prayer - Mon through Friday - 9:00 a.m. 
Vespers with Rite of Healing - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m. 

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration 
PO Box 87 

6909 Maryland Avenue 

Braddock Heights, MD 21714 


