
1 

 

First Lutheran Church, Findlay OH 

April 11, 2021 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Announcements/Prelude – I Know That My Redeemer Lives     LEHENBAUER 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name.  Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Gathering Song    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!  Now is the triumph of our king! 

To all the world glad news we bring: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

The Lord of life is ris'n this day; death's mighty stone is rolled away; 

let all the world rejoice and say: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Canticle of Praise  

Refrain:    Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy 

to the God of life and love and freedom; praise and glory forevermore! 
 

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,  

whose blood has freed and united us to be one great people of God.  Refrain 
 

Power and riches, wisdom and might, all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 
 

For God has come to dwell with us, to make us people of God;  

to make all things new.  Refrain 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Lord, in the midst of hardship, you bring comfort; in sorrow, you 

bring joy; in fear, you bring faith; in division, you bring unity. Come near all 

your beloved children today: guard us, guide us, and fill us with your love and 

peace.  Amen. 

WORD 

We hear together God’s Word for us today. 
 

First Reading:   Luke 24:13-35 
A reading from Luke 

That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven 

miles from Jerusalem. 14 As they walked along, they were talking about everything that had 

happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things, Jesus himself suddenly came and 

began walking with them. 16 But God kept them from recognizing him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as you walk along?” 
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They stopped short; sadness written across their faces. 18 Then one of them, Cleopas, 

replied, “You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about all the things 

that have happened there the last few days.” 
19 “What things?” Jesus asked. 

“The things that happened to Jesus, the man from Nazareth,” they said. “He was a 

prophet who did powerful miracles, and he was a mighty teacher in the eyes of God and all 

the people. 20 But our leading priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death, and they crucified him. 21 We had hoped he was the Messiah who had 

come to rescue Israel. This all happened three days ago. 
22 “Then some women from our group of his followers were at his tomb early this 

morning, and they came back with an amazing report. 23 They said his body was missing, 

and they had seen angels who told them Jesus is alive! 24 Some of our men ran out to see, 

and sure enough, his body was gone, just as the women had said.” 
25 Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all that the 

prophets wrote in the Scriptures. 26 Wasn’t it clearly predicted that the Messiah would have 

to suffer all these things before entering his glory?” 27 Then Jesus took them through the 

writings of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things 

concerning himself. 
28 By this time they were nearing Emmaus and the end of their journey. Jesus acted as if 

he were going on, 29 but they begged him, “Stay the night with us, since it is getting late.” 

So, he went home with them. 30 As they sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. 

Then he broke it and gave it to them. 31 Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized him. And at that moment he disappeared! 
32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the 

road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 33 And within the hour they were on their way back 

to Jerusalem. There they found the eleven disciples and the others who had gathered with 

them, 34 who said, “The Lord has really risen! He appeared to Peter.” 
35 Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them as they 

were walking along the road, and how they had recognized him as he was breaking the 

bread. 
  "The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 

 

Solo        Because He Lives      Phil Burson 

 

Gospel Acclamation  Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
 

 Halle, halle, hallelujah.  Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

 Halle, halle, hallelujah.  Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
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Gospel   John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 

the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained." 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said 

to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 

mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 

with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 

out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered 

him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you 

have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 

his name. 

"The Word of the Lord.        Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Moment       Written by Bishop Dan Beaudoin 

 

Hymn of the Day        We Walk by Faith 
 

We walk by faith and not by sight; with gracious words draw near, 

O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: "My peace be with you here." 
 

We may not touch your hands and side, nor follow where you trod; 

but in your promise we rejoice, and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Offering    (10:30)      I Danced In the Morning    KERR 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

Hymn    Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Response to Lord in your mercy… Hear our Prayer.  
 

  that the gospel may take root in us and spread everywhere;   Lord in your mercy… 

that the earth may be restored and protected;     Lord in your mercy… 

that peace and justice may flow within us and from us,  

that all nations and those in authority may serve and shield the vulnerable,  

that our community may be a light to the world.    Lord in your mercy… 
 

 

We pray for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, and lonely, 
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for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, 

for First Lutheran Church, and those on our prayer list; Lord in your mercy… 

for the faithful departed, who have joined the church triumphant.   

                  Lord in your mercy… 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer      

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 

Postlude        Fanfare and Trumpet Tune      PURCELL 
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