St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Smithfield
September 15, 2024

Officiants Laura and Alan Pride
Communion Pastor Matthy

10:00am

17t Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Silent Meditation
Prelude
Welcome

please stand if able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS S&S Autumn  (ELW p.94)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us

cause conflicts and disputes.

In our desire to be first

we make distinctions among ourselves.

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

the source of eternal healing,

your sins are forgiven.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

(ELW 660)
Lift High the Cross
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Lift high the cross, the love of Christ pro - claim till
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - c - fied for vic - to - 1y!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188

. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

(ELW p. 138)



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW 139)

P - Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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- Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin  of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW 142)

Let us pray.

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the
glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we
may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

please be seated



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah.
“The Lord Gob has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
°The Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
’The Lord Gob helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
®he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
°aIt is the Lord Gob who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 116:1-9 (RESPONSIVELY)

T love the LorD, who has ! heard my voice,
and listened to my ! supplication,
’for the LORD has given | ear to me
whenev- | er I called.
*The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
I came to ! grief and sorrow.
“Then I called upon the name | of the LORD:
“O LoRrbD, I pray you, ! save my life.”
>Gracious is the | LOrRD and righteous;
our God is full I of compassion.
°The LorD watches o- | ver the innocent;
I was brought low, | and God saved me.
’Turn again to your rest, | O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt ! well with you.
SFor you have rescued my ! life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my ! feet from stumbling;
°I will walk in the presence ! of the LORD
in the land ! of the living.



SECOND READING: James 3:1-12
A reading from James.

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. *For all of us make many
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the
whole body in check with a bridle. *If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. “Or look at ships: though they are so
large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. °So also the tongue is a small member,
yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! °’And the tongue is a fire. The
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body,
sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of
beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the
human species, ®but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. °With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are
made in the likeness of God. ‘°From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My
brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. *Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and brackish water? *°Can a fig tree, my brothers and
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

please stand if able to welcome the gospel

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way
he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that I am?” 2°And they answered him,
“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 2°He
asked them, "But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Messiah.” 3°And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

31IThen he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and
after three days rise again. *?He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. **But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.”



34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 3°For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. *°*For what will it profit them to gain
the whole world and forfeit their life? *’Indeed, what can they give in return for their
life? 3¥Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory
of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

8
please be seated
SERMON PREPARED BY DEACON DAWN TALLEY.
GIVEN BY LAURA PRIDE
please stand if able to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 651)

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
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1 Oh, praise the gra-cious pow'’r that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent  truth that o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that claims us as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at ev-'ry shore
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and gath-ers in one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas-es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:

ob - liv-i-ous to gen - der, wealth, to  so - cial rank or place:
a liv-ing tem - ple built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by warn
n Refrain
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
6 Oh, praise the pow'r, the truth, 7 Oh, praise the living Christ
the love, the word, the tide. with faith’s bright songful voice!
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, =~ Announce the gospel to the world
praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain and with these words rejoice:  Refrain

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.



Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell,
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of
forgiveness and grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into new
relationships, and give us courage to embrace the uncomfortable and unfamiliar.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire and heal
dying forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. Guide us in
tending precarious ecosystems. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the cries of
people in need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the health and well-
being of all who struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who grieve
(especially). Draw them close to you and soothe them with the promise of your
enduring love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and all who
support the education of young people. Sustain them as they shape learning
communities, rooted in equity and authenticity. We pray for children of all ages in
their learning. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember our beloved dead (especially), who with the great cloud of witnesses
bear witness to your saving grace. Accompany us in our pilgrimage of faith, that we
too place our hope and trust in you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved
child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
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P The peace of Christ be with you always. '\W
C And also with you. W

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

please be seated for the Offering
please stand if able

OFFERTORY SONG Let the Vineyard be Fruitful ELW 182 Hillert
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

OFFERING PRAYER S&S Autumn
Blessed are you, O God,

source of every gift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING "THE LORD BE WITH YOU" (ELW 144)
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE ELW Sundays
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who

comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW 145)
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



COMMUNION SONG "LAMB OF GOD" (ELW 146)
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
0 pr—— p—
[ 4 | | | | | | | | | N
|7 4n b I\/ | X | I I | I I - df )] i I %_
) L 4 o J
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
N s
"N T N | T I 1 I I | ] | ]
— s ===
L U.J/ o -‘\_\ 1 .I I = 1 ] .
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
0
| " A" T [ — T I I | I y T T T |
b | | | y | | I | I ] | | | i |
—e—@o 3 —F— 5 & * ¢ 45— —f—
> o ~—_
sin  of the world; grant us peace.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION S&S Autumn

Jesus welcomes you to this table.
Come, here is your God.

** We practice continuous Communion. Invite Lectern side first row by row,
Followed by the Pulpit side. If after receiving Communion you wish to pause to
pray, take a couple steps to side and just pause.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

please stand if able

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION S&S Autumn
Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal

and fed us with dignity at your table.

Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING S&S Autumn
God all mighty,

God most merciful

+ bless you, keep you,

and give you peace.

Amen.



SENDING SONG

Will You Come and Follow Me

(ELW 798)

The Summons
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will  you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you've found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus Tll  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL S&S Autumn

Go in peace. Follow Jesus.

Thanks be to God.



