


HOPE ror HAITI

Two charities inspire optimism

BY VIRGINIA MORGAN

“Don't wrice thae same old story abour bew pachenz
we are!” saps Madepe, 1 young Haddan bostnesswom-
an workenp to Mew Yok City. “That's oot my Gamily!
T never see chat kind of poverty—people sicting en
garbape, eating dere becanse they're so bongry. That’s
noc sy Haiol ™ But Nadege's youthfol memordes of her
hemeland are a lifecime away from the realicles of ex-
Ietence in present-day Hadd, In fact, the cwe coold noc
be more different.

Haidl defles pac analysis. It did noc begin as 2 [and of soerow. In che Peconville
destrice and sorroonding hills, che upper class of Port-an-Prince seill sip cool drinks
In fligree mansions half-hidden by benpainvilles shrobs. Feom therr elegant weean-
dahs, chey look down on 2 councey once covered as che "Pearl of the Indies " che rich-
est colony Lo the Americas. The cicy is goegesus by nighe. Lighe of day, however, can
reveal croel privacion, miracles, and bomor—all oo the same screec

Sheulder to impossibly bony shoulder, two beggars in the slums of La Sallne gaze
In unison ac the perfect blue of che Carrbbean Sea below. It seems impossible these
specters could soll be breathing, Bebind them, a dosty cardboard shack 1s decoraced
with ptnk plascic flowers and prewy bies of cloch. A ruby-red bos charges by, s yel-
low Eringe flylng. Hand-letwered prayees along s sides besesch God's protection.
Skinny deps and 2 man with a briefrase, caughe off guard, scaccer for cheir Hves,
Mearby, a group of children, thelr legs bowed by rickets, laugh in delighe. Beside

m1 ﬁl them, open trash pics burn.

HoH But thess are coorageons, eeslient peaple. In even the worst sloms, Halelans cre-
& Halilan atz thetlllng works of art wich scolpture, paincing, muosle, and dance. Since 1938,

"r"'"nl":;"g: Enmw“ the AIDS epldemic, four catascrophic borricanes, chree fAocds comparable o our

Fhaioglopha courtsy Adam Jones Katrina, armed invasions, and
embarpoes have devascated ev-
ery pdllar of normal narlenal
Iefe, from bridges to schoals o
fzod crops.

The conseqoence? Muost chil-
dren will not celebrace a fifih
birthday: cheir parencs won't
survive o see 30, Tuberculs-
sls, malarfa, momps, measles,
whooplng cough, cholera, and
dysentery rob Haiels children of
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thetr forore. Wich more chan half the connery Iving
on less than $1 per day, Iife for ordinary Harnans is
wors: now In every respect, save politics, chan o was
40 years agn.

More maddenrng scill Is che serlking gap betwesn
intention and resolest In March, ar Cap-Harmen,
the connery's second-larpest cley, 40,000 poonds of
beans rocred while warring co clear cosroms and be
dispersed to chrongs of hunpry peeple. Hundeeds
more ships, in port since Movember, were simrlarly
trapped in cropical bear. Why In a well-tntendoned
bid co coneeol deug smugpling and generare income
fox che cash-serapped governmenc, the Uncred States
and the World Bank cled Har's economils acd ro the
Inspection of all shrps entering les porms.

Bor Hairl ceuld nor afferd new cnspecrars, so che
wheels of fare corned: Shippers out of Miami can.
celed debiveries by anscher 200 ships, while charicles,
unable co afford bribes to cicounwent che blockage —
vz, money can find 3 way—stopped denaclens, Ba-
sole? Halel's powerless have no opnion bur to sac ples
mads frem dice and hope—ar simply die

Hewerer, there are thaie wha ave mat thwarted by
ersharpons snd ere determinedly making mirecls daily
Jor Hawr,

Snsan Scor Krabacher, a former Playbey center-
fold, Fiesc visrred e abandoned-Infants wnie at che
Hapital Geéngral, a poblic hosperal In dhe slums of
Cree Saler], in 1994, *Thar changed me,” she says. I
had never seen so much pain”

In thar momene, she discovered her [ife's mission,
Halcians were starving from a U.S /UMN..sponsored
embarpe. Dioceors and rorses 2t che waed were caring
for over 200 Infants In a undc meant for 20, They were
zo overwhelmed, Krabacher recalls, chat live infanes
“shared cribs wich the dead.” and “the heads of some
of the babies were aceoally prowing aroond che lren
bars of che cribs becanse che children hadn't meved
tn 5o lang.”

With ber hosband, Aspen, Colorade, acrorney Joe
Krabacher, Susan starced the Mercy and Sharing
Foundarion [MSF). She sold her own bosinesses,
and che coople spenc $340,000 in chese first pears,
MEF now cares for 3,000 children with 2 staff of
300, The operation dnclodes two orphanapes, three
schools, a cancer-screening osncer, 2 meals program,
an abandoned -infancs program, and plans for 1 wade

Mologiophe coslawy Haicy ond Shaning lourdalion




schoel for che handicapped. [n 2004, che Deople’s Princess Foundaclen,
concinuing Princess Dana's work, bonored Erabacher with les Rose
Award For her effores Ln Haler,
Amd @i the chilldren saffered. s dvd the antizenn, But apce mare, love sod ‘ ‘
determination wowld itep e ta maks 5 §3ffereppe

Harn's arcises and crafesmen, always marginal in a fragile economy, The_ AIDS

were also badly hic by thae embargs. Tourises could net enter —there-
fore, no salesi are conld not be exported —thns, no Income. Encer epid emic
Amerlzan expatriaces Locy Morr Lee and Ginere Taggaee, arcises and !

weiters themselves. The stmacion was so dice, Lee noted, char the reem hun‘icc[nes; :[lﬂﬂds;

“searving artise” was racszd co a level onimaginable in the Unleed Scaces. . .
Diecermined ro save chese arcises and thele familres, Tagpare and Lee CIl'lTl'E'd IH?HEIOHS,
scoured the coontryside, buying every plece of arc they could. That was

e casy art, and embargoes

Then, chese "glel piraces of che Caribbean” smuogpled thele precious
carpo our of Haitl en a frlend’s &0-foor sailboar. On six different hﬂve dE‘?{] St HtEd

trips, they sped pasc the embargo qunboats co land ac a chichl resore ave rY pillﬂl’ Di

in Tirks and Caicos. There, they sec up La Maison Crecle {now part

of che Ten Thoosand Villages facretrade orpanizacion] where chey 1 1
sold the are, and sdll de, in the town of Providenciales. Hundreds of nﬂrmﬂl llie'

arcists, thetr wives, and children were mved. Now there are several
great Halotan art cooperafives. £
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