As we gather tonight 


after hearing the great story of the Passover 


and connecting it with Jesus' last supper with his disciples 



and the institution of one of our two sacraments, 

it is important to realize what Exodus itself foreshadows about this supper.  


Our text tonight



 is the first of four retellings of the story in Exodus.  




The Lord first tells it to Moses and Aaron.  




Who then repeat it to the people.  




They then do it, 





the action happens where the firstborn are protected, 




and then they are sent away, 





retelling the story a year later 






when the first anniversary occurs.

The first thing we should note in this first version, 


is how it reorients all of life for the Israelites.  

Prior to this time, 


September was the first day of the year.  

Now, God calls them to start their year in the March April season.  

In the US, 


we start our year as the light returns for the first time


and starts getting longer days.  

But God called the Israelites to choose the time of spring, 


of abundant new life, 



to start their year.  

In the Exodus, 


the Israelites experienced New Life 


and Salvation from slavery.  

As we enter into the story with Jesus, 


we find him offering his body and his blood 



as the means to New Life and Salvation.

Verse 3 holds the next noteworthy detail.  


On the tenth, 



you choose the lamb, 


on the 14th 



you kill the goat at twilight.  

Most of you may remember on Sunday, 


we celebrated our chosen lamb, 



the one who rode on a donkey



instead of a war horse.  

We now four days later 


will see our lamb captured and killed.  



The one year old male lamb is in the prime of his life.  



He is flourishing, 




strong, 




able to reproduce.



Our thirties are similar for us.

The Passover ritual describes what Jesus went through as our Passover Lamb.

The average group of people that could consume a lamb in one sitting 


is 10 people.  

So Jesus' group of 13 would need a bigger lamb, 


but all be well fed.  

The lamb being without defect is another key term.  


Taw-meem means perfect, 



whole, 



sound.  


As this definition is fleshed out, 



it often means being fully committed to God.  

We hear Jesus perfection stemming from his relationship with God.  


Later this night in the garden, 



we will hear Jesus say, 




“Not my will, 




but yours be done.”  


This is what makes Jesus the unblemished Passover Lamb for us.

In verse 6, 


as we hear the 14th day of the month again, 



we need to remember that Israel operated on a lunar calendar.  

This means that the 14th is the night of the full moon.  


There is plenty of light in which to pray, 


be arrested, 


and walk in the light of the moon.  

It also shows we have a practical God, 


who made sure his creation worked with his people.

As we move to the blood and its placement on the door frames, 


we are reminded about signs and symbols.  

The blood had no powers in and of itself, 


it was a sign to God that this house was not to be touched.  

That is why it is placed on the door frame, 


not the door mat.  

On the ground, 


the sign has the chance of being covered over.  

On the top of the door and sides, 


it is clearly marked.  

As Jesus had this meal with his disciples, 


we know that is was bread and wine 



that were symbols for the saving work 



we were to experience through the offering of Jesus' blood and body.  

As we partake of the fruit of the vine latter this evening, 


we know that the symbolic blood 



will most likely touch the top of our lips, 



possibly the sides, 



and most likely not the bottom lip.  

But in this act, 


we are marking ourselves out 



as those who follow Jesus 



and are to be passed over from the deserved consequences of our sin.  

We, like the Israelites, 


know that we deserved death, 

but through the offering of a lambs life in the place of ours, 


find ourselves alive and well.  

As Ephesians 1:7 says, 


“In him we have redemption through his blood, 



the forgiveness of sins, 




in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.”

The meat roasted over the fire 


is the fastest way in which to prepare the meat.  

So like the bread without yeast, 


we are reminded that God's transformation and salvation 



can happen quickly.  

One minute we are slaves 


and suddenly we are set free.  

Hence the apparel of the evening, 


ready to move, 


with staff in hand.  

God can transform our situation in life in an instant.  


He has done so time and again.  


I have seen it happen, 



as people who thought that they had burdens and guilt 




that they needed to carry for the rest of their lives 



realized that God had taken care of that 




and it was no longer theirs to carry, 




but to let God carry it.  


This trusting in God is also seen in burning the leftovers.  



In doing so, 




we are saying that God will provide my daily bread 




and I don't need to supply it myself.

As we realize that God will provide, 


bring salvation in an instant, 

we also hear that God will bring judgment on the other gods of Egypt 


and the other gods of our lives.  

The reason is, 


God is the Lord.  

The only thing that keeps us from feeling the full judgement 


and instead being passed over, 



is that the blood of the lamb 




who died in our place 




is on our doors.  

It is not what we did, 


it is what the lamb did.  

We were just as guilty as the Egyptians, 


but we allowed a lamb to die in our place.  


We put the lambs blood on our doorframe, 



instead of our own blood on the doorframe.  

This act is worthy of commemoration 


year after year 


and day after day.  

Jesus has died for us, 


so as we prepare to have the body of the lamb, 


and spread the blood over the entrance to our body, 



let us remember how Jesus transformed this meal 




into an even more meaningful event 



in which we celebrate it as a feast to the Lord.  

Yes there is the sin to mourn, 


but there is also the freedom to be lived and enjoyed.

8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—head, legs and inner parts. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. 
12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 
14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance.
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