A Great Heritage…

A Great Future…

Dan D. Lines
By Dr. Dan Darby, Pastor
We had the honor of having ten new individuals from six households join the church Sunday.
For some of them it has been many years since they have been involved in a church. For
others, they have been very active but needed a new church home after moving into our area.
Our new members include: Dave and Barbara Bailey who are retired educators. Dave has
gotten involved in the United Methodist Men, and Barbara is looking forward to getting
involved with the United Methodist Women. Mary Buchanan in interested in sewing,
quilting, needlepoint, Bible Study, and crafts. She has previously served as a Sunday School
teacher for children and youth. She would like to get involved with missions, work with senior
citizens, and with being a greeter. Her husband Jim has decided to retain his church
membership in the Disciples of Christ denomination, but will be one of our constituents.
Vernon and Gail Hall are newlyweds, having just gotten married last August.
Congratulations! Vern is a shop manager at a car dealership and is interested in woodworking
and music. He is a trumpet player. Gail would like to get involved with our Missions Team.
Both Gail and Vern come to us from the Lutheran denomination. They live in the Magnolia
community.
Michael and Linda Price also have a Lutheran background. Linda is a dental hygienist.
Linda’s interests are gardening, hiking, lake activities, travel, and her grandchildren. She
would like to get involved in helping in the church office, working with the flower beds, as a
greeter, and working in the kitchen. Michael is a CPA and owns his own accounting and
financial planning firm. His interests include business, hunting, fishing, and hiking.
Cheri Thullen is a nurse in Conroe, lives in Shepherd, and is a former Episcopalian. Phyllis
and Dave Yannitell are both retired and have backgrounds in numerous denominations
including Church of God, Assembly of God, Methodist, and Episcopal.
The pictures of all these folks plus pictures of Larry and Tracy Heckathorn and Beth West who
joined our church earlier this year are included elsewhere in our newsletter. We have had a
total of 26 persons join our church so far this year. I encourage everyone to get to know each
other and include new persons in your circle of friends.

Pastor Dan

In Worship
Our Advent services this year are based on the Christmas carol, “Joy to the Word”. It was
written 300 years ago by Isaac Watts in 1719, with the melody written by G.F. Handle in 1741
and arranged by Lowell Mason in 1848. We will be singing one verse a week as our prayer
hymn in reverse order, and sing the carol in its entirety on Christmas Eve.
Did you know that this song was not written as a Christmas carol? Originally, it was written in
response to Psalm 98, and was about the Second Coming of Christ. But the Church has
interpreted it to be about the first coming of Christ as well. Today it is one of our popular
Christmas carols.
December 1, the first Sunday of Advent. Sermon: “Leap for Joy!” Luke 1:39-58, Choir
anthem: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
December 8, the second Sunday of Advent. Sermon: The Joy of a Dream, Isaiah 11:19 and Matthew 1:18-25
December 15, the third Sunday of Advent. Sermon: The Joy of Praise, Luke 2:8-20
December 22, the fourth Sunday of Advent. The Christmas Cantata, “A Night for
Rejoicing.” We will have one service at 11:00 a.m. No 8:30 service. We will have
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
December 24, Christmas Eve. Two services, one at 5:30 and the second at 7:30
p.m. Sermon: “The Innkeeper’s Perspective” Luke 2:1-7
December 29, Sermon: The Joy of New Beginnings. 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
C.A.B.M.A. Decorating Contest
Our Trustees and others do such a great job of decorating the church this time of year,
we have entered it into the Coldspring Area Business and Merchants Association. Stop
by participating businesses and pick up a form between Dec. 7-12, and vote for our
church if you like our decorations!
Because of you. . .
Our community is a better place because funds donated to the Society of St. Stephens
enabled Coldspring UMC to help 62 families with medicine, rent, water bills, electric
bills, and lodging so far this year. People make donations on communion Sundays by
putting cash or checks into the baskets on the side walls. Donations may be made at
any time by writing “Society of St. Stephens” on the memo line of your check.

Mission Ministry – December Newsletter
Multi-Church Christmas Family Event – Friday December 13
CUMC along with 5 other community churches are working together
this year for the Christmas Family Event. The event will be held at
the Coldspring Relief Center on Friday, December 13. Last year 238
children were served, and 7 prayer leaders met with the families to
pray.
Contact Vicki Jowell (vjowell60@gmail.com) if you need
information for wish to donate or volunteer.
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” – 1 Peter 4:10

Coming in December…Visit to Shepherd Nursing Home
The Mission Ministry will be visiting the Shepherd Nursing Home in December.
We will be taking socks and lotion for the residents as well as a small Christmas
gift. In addition, we will be singing Christmas Carols (as best we can).
It is a great day and you get to meet the most amazing people.
I will send out an email as soon as the date is set. All are welcome to join us and
you will come away blessed.

Thank You for Your Support for the Community Thanksgiving Event
What an amazing event in this community. I am so thankful for CUMC
participation, donations and volunteers supporting this event. Praise the Lord.
Yours in Christ
Vicki Jowell

THANK YOU
UNITED METHODIST MEN
The Coldspring United Methodist Men held its monthly breakfast on November 13, 2019. Thirty-three members and
guests attended. After the opening prayer, breakfast was served. The cooks were thanked for the meal and several
people volunteered for clean-up. The treasurer’s report, scouting report and the project reports were given.
Keith Stapleton from Sam Houston Electric Cooperative was the guest speaker. He presented a slide presentation
showing the current status of completion of the R.C. Thomas Hydroelectric Plant that is nearing construction behind the
Lake Livingston Dam. The Plant is due to come online in March 2020. At its peak, it will be able to generate eight
megawatts of electricity. The project cost $150,000,000.00 and should last up to fifty years. Mr. Stapleton also showed
outage indicators that are currently in use that assists SHECO employees to locate power outage locations more rapidly.
He also showed a safety device that alerts workers if a power line has live electricity.
The meeting was closed with a prayer. The next meeting of the Methodist Men will be held at 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
December 11. We hope to see you there. Also remember that the Methodist Men will have it’s soup kitchen open
during ″Christmas on The Square.″ The meals will be served in the Fellowship Hall. This is an important fund raiser for
our group, and we hope to see you there.
Robert H. Trapp-President
SFLC
December is an exciting month for children and an extremely stressful month for grownups. We must figure out how to
participate in all the celebrations, as well as, keep up with normal life. The staff is busy planning fun activities for the
children that will aid in teaching them the true meaning of Christmas. We feel it is important for children to know about
the birth of Jesus and how special this time of year is.
Along with celebrating Jesus’ birthday we will also celebrate the following birthdays:
Reece, she will be 3 December 20
Ramsey, he will be 3 December 30
Our themes are:
12/02 Nativity
12/09 Giving
12/16 Christmas
I will share some of my favorite stories with the kids as well as well as songs and finger plays.
Instead of focusing on one bible verse this month we will focus on stories and passages about the Birth of Jesus. My
hope is the children will gain an understanding as to why this is a very important time of the year.
We at the school are also busy helping make other children’s Christmas a good one. We are accepting canned goods
for Care/Share, new unwrapped toys for toys for tots, and cash to be given to the CUMC Mission’s Committee to provide
food baskets to children’s families on the Angel Tree. Please help us help others this year!
The last week that we are in school before the Christmas break is going to be a busy one.
December 17th is our book exchange and Christmas Party. The book exchange happens during morning group time and
the party will be at 3:15 p.m. Make sure your child brings a book wrapped and labeled To: A friend and From your
child’s name. There will be sign up sheets available to bring treats for our party.
December 18th is pajama for kids who are not in the nursery. Wear your favorite school appropriate pj’s to school. It is
half-day for public school; the after-school kids may bring Pajamas to school to change into.
Public school is closed December 19-20. If your school age child needs care, please let us know in advance.
SFLC will be closed December 23-January 1.
Thank you, SFLC Staff

Pure Joy!
Our annual UMW Christmas Party, December 5, 2019, at 6 pm is right around
the corner. The party will be in the CFLC Gymnasium with elegant decorations with several of our members
using their own china and decorating the tables. We will laugh, sing, and give praises to our Savior’s birth.
No get-to-gather is complete without a few surprises. The meat and beverages will be provided. We only
ask that you bring a covered dish and a guest. We voted to make donations in December for the kitchen,
etc. in lieu of a gift exchange. Reservations should be made by December 1, 2019. Please contact Stacy in
the church office if you are attending. Don’t forget to dress in your finest attire! I hope to see you there.
Looking ahead, we need to approve our 2020 UMW budget in January. We will have a business
meeting January 16, 2020 at 6 pm with a covered dish supper in the Fellowship Hall. We need your input
for the budget and your ideas for new projects. Please be thinking about these important items.
During this time of hustle and bustle, may we not forget the reason to celebrate with the birth of
our Savior. May God bless you and your family during Christmas season. Remember to thank God for all
our blessings and the love we share in our Christian faith. --Linda Winkelmann

1/4 tsp red chili flakes

3. Drop 1 inch balls onto a baking sheet
sprayed with cooking spray or lined with
parchment paper. Bake for 10-15 minutes or
until lightly brown, remove from oven and
brush on melted butter. Return to oven for
3-5 minutes more, or until golden brown.
Enjoy the best sausage balls you will ever
bake! I usually double this recipe.

4 Tbsp butter melted

--Recipe courtesy of Lisa Lewis

Firecracker Cheddar Bay Sausage Balls
1 box red lobster cheddar bay biscuit mix
1 lb hot sausage (mild, any flavor will work)
1 c shredded sharp cheddar cheese
3/4 c buttermilk (cold)

Directions: 1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Mix dry biscuit mix with packet of seasoning
that comes with the mix, red chili flakes, and
shredded cheese with wire whisk.
2. Using your hands, break up the pound of
sausage into the mix, then add buttermilk.
Incorporate all ingredients together, and
again, I do this with my hands so not to over
mix.
2 Tab unsalted butter, melted

Helene

Dinner for 8
What is Dinner for 8? Dinner for 8 is a wonderful opportunity to connect with others to share a meal and enhance
fellowship and community within the body of Coldspring United Methodist Church. Groups plan their own meals and get
together at least 6 times over a period of 6 months, sharing meals at participants homes or at a restaurant. The emphasis is
on fun and fellowship, so you don’t have to be a gourmet cook to participate. In addition to having dinner together, read a
Proverb, spend some time playing games or just hanging out. It doesn’t get any easier than this!
Who is Dinner for 8 for? Dinner for 8 is for EVERYONE. These dinners are an exciting way for everyone associated with
CUMC to connect with others that have made CUMC their church home. It’s also an opportunity to invite friends and
neighbors who don’t have a church home to experience Christian community. The emphasis is on fellowship, so you don’t
have to be a great cook to participate.
THE BASICS:
•
A potluck dinner will be held January 12th at noon at the church to kick off this fellowship opportunity. The whole
congregation is invited to learn more and for final sign ups. Members of the Evangelism team will serve as the Group
Leaders for the first period. You will be contacted by your group leader by January 24 th.
•
Dinner for 8 people gather 6 times over a 6- month period. You will be assigned to a group at the beginning of each
period. Groups are designed to be diverse in age and gender.
•
This is not only about meeting with one’s current circle of CUMC friends. This is also about meeting new people you
might not otherwise connect with, those new to CUMC, or introducing new people to the CUMC family.
•
The first meal is held at the home of the Group Leader. Where and when to meet thereafter is up to each group.
Group members are encouraged to hold subsequent gatherings in their homes or other locations.
•
The meal, which can be dinner, lunch, picnic or brunch and is potluck style. The host can provide the main part
(meat) of the meal.
•
Each time the host of the dinner will invite 2 friends or neighbors outside of our church family to join the dinner. This
can be 2 singles or a couple, your choice.
Q: How does Dinner for 8 work?
A: Complete and submit the sign- up form. You can download from the website or email Sandra- msquiggy@sbcglobal.net
Q: Will there be separate Dinner for 8 groups for singles and couples?
A: NO! Our intention is to mix EVERYONE together. That way, it’ll be more FUN.
Q: I don’t have room to host a dinner or I really can’t cook!
A: No problem! Our desire is for you to spend time eating together, getting to know each other and to include everyone. You
are not required to host a dinner at your home to participate. Some groups may be hosted at the Leader’s home every
month while other groups may rotate to a few willing hosts. If you can’t or don’t like to cook you may bring drinks, buy a
rotisserie chicken, or some other store-bought option or the group may all agree to meet a time or two at a restaurant (going
Dutch of course!).
Q: This is sounding better & better, But I have children. What happens to them?
A: Child- care will be decided by the parents and host. Ideas: Perhaps children can play or watch TV quietly in another
room, possibly teen children of other group members would be willing to babysit young children or parents of young children
may need to find their own baby- sitter.
Q: What happens if I must miss a group gathering?
A: Just let the group know as soon as possible.
Q: What happens at the end of the period?
A: Current participants are invited to join a new Dinner for 8 group. It is our fervent hope that the friendships developed
through Dinner for 8 will continue outside group gatherings.
For any other questions, please call or text Sandra McQuiggin (713-503-8460) or Jackie Cleveland (936-653-5569)

Dinner for 8- Coldspring United Methodist Church
(February – May)
Please fill out this form to participate in our Dinner for 8 program. A Dinner for 8 Coordinator
will respond to you.
Submission Deadline- January 12, 2020
First Name

Last Name

Spouse (if applicable)

________________

_________________

___________________

Phone Number
________________
Address (Street address, City)
_____________________________
Email
______________________________
I am interested in signing up for Dinner for 8.
Single _______
Couple _______
Any food allergies or special needs?
_____________________________
CHRISTMAS EVENTS
Advent and Christmas Events at Coldspring United Methodist Church
December 5, Thursday, 6:00 p.m. The United Methodist Women Christmas Party in the
Fellowship Hall
December 13, Friday. Christmas Family Baskets delivery at the Emergency Center. Apply at
Street Elementary or the Intermediate School.
December 22, Sunday, 11:00 a.m. Christmas Cantata in the Fellowship Hall. One service
only, no 8:30 a.m. service.
December 24, Tuesday, 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship Service in the Coldspring
UMC Sanctuary.
December 29, Sunday 11:00 a.m. One Service, no 8:30 a.m. service.
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UMYF- The Matches
Igniting the flame of Christ in everyone
We have a lot to be thankful for.
Thank you to the Fink’s for hosting a Wednesday night with a hayride,
s’mores and fun.
Thank you to Care Share for letting us serve you by sweeping and mopping.
Thank you to those who provide food for us on Wednesday night.
Thank you to Larry who cleans up after us.
Thank you to those helping with Hanging of the Greens.
Thank you, Jesus, for our many blessings.
In Sunday school we will be going into a study of God’s promises.
Coming up in December is the Night in Bethlehem on Dec. 6th.
Dec. 11th we’ll drive thru the Cleveland Christmas Ranch.
Our Christmas party will be on Dec. 18th from 2-5.
Happy to serve,
Carri Clark
Assistant Youth Director
Coldspring United Methodist Church
Psalm 104:4
He makes his messengers winds, his minister a flaming fire.

Lawrence & Tracy Heckathorn

Beth West

Dave & Phyllis Yanitell

NEW
MEMBERS
S
Barbara & Dave Baily

Cheri Thullen

Mary Buchanan

Mike & Linda Price

Gail & Vernon Hall

Cub Scouts Pack 845

Happy holidays to everyone from Pack 845, we have many exciting updates to share and catch everyone up on our big
adventures!
At our October Pack meeting, we had several boys, new to scouting,
earn their Bobcat badges. Also, at this meeting, we had boys who
earned a couple of their adventure belt loops. Keep up the dedication
and hard work boys.
Our Pack meeting in October was also when we had our Halloween
Party. The boys participated in a costume contest. By vote, the
winner of the costume contest was Cooper in his Rodeo Clown
costume. Great job Cooper!

Beginning November, we had our first Cub Camp Out behind the church. The boys and parents toughed out the cold
weather with a warm fire and delicious s’mores. The next morning, cubs set to work participating in a flag retirement
ceremony lead by Jon and Dan.

November 8th was Military Appreciation Night at the Game. Cubs and leaders were invited to join the JROTC Saber Team in
honoring Veterans and Military. We were honored to be part of the special evening.

Wrapping up November at our Pack meeting, we had adventure loops to hand out to boys who completed their
requirements. We also had two special guests attend to talk with the boys about safety and community.

The boys have already put in so much hard work and dedication this year, which leads us to the current events of the Pack.
In December, the packs major project is our float that will be going into the Christmas Parade. This year’s theme is ″Joy to
the World.″ The boys will be building their float on the 7th and then riding in it on the 14th so come out and see all their hard
work.

December’s Schedule
3rd – Committee Meeting 6pm
Den Meetings 7pm
7th – Parade Float Building
Popcorn Pickup
10th – Den Meetings 7pm
14th – Christmas on the Square
12th – Roundtable 7pm: Cleveland Scout Hut
17th – Pack Christmas Party 6pm
27th – Webelos Woods Resident Winter Camp SSR

Birthdays
(Ones we missed)
November
th
14 – Beau Jackson
th
28 – Donovan Kvasnicka
28th – Justin Jackson
December
19th – Liam Wick

POINSETTIAS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR ORDER SOON.
LOOK IN YOUR EMAIL FOR MORE INFORMATION AND AN
ORDER SHEET.
DOOR GREETERS FOR DECEMBER
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

8:30 a.m.
Mary Miller
Bea Glassco
Lisa Anderson
Mary Buchanan

11:00 a.m.
Rita & Ron Orlando
Callie Baxter
Anne Closs
Jan Parks

Memorials
Jim & Betty Bough in loving memory of Rita Lassere.
Robert & Amanda Trapp in loving memory of Jeff Countiss.
Verna Strawn in loving memory of Jeff Countiss.
Frank & Marilyn McMurrey in loving memory of Jeff Countiss.
Robert & Melissa Hinton in loving memory of Richard Collier.
Robert & Melissa Hinton in loving memory of Jeff Countiss.
Robert & Melissa Hinton in loving memory of James Brown.

USHERS FOR DECEMBER
8:30 a.m. Ken Amszi & Cori Amszi
11:00 a.m. Anne & Frank Closs

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES Lisa Anderson
Ron & Rita Orlando
Joe & Becky Flarity
Ralph & Bea Glassco
Norm & Sylvia Young

12/02
12/04
12/10
12/11

Barbara Gothard
James Trapp
Joe Flarity
John Russell
Gail Hall
Linda Price
Terri Cook

12/04
12/06
12/06
12/08
12/09
12/13
12/14
12/16

Dave Hitt
Peggy Crossan
Truitt Thomson
Chris Wallace
Charles Worthen
Esther Best
Helen Williams
Carrie Cronin

12/19
12/23
12/24
12/27
12/27
12/29
12/30
12/31

