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From the Superintendent/Elementary Principal - Robert Sittig

Even though it seems like spring and warmer weather will never come, that
does not mean that the school year is not marching along. Starting April 3rd, there are
only 31 school days left in this school year, so the end will be here before we know it.
We want to encourage all students to finish the school year strong including applying
themselves to the best of their abilities in the upcoming state-mandated Smarter
Balances Assessments tentatively scheduled for the weeks of April 16-19 and April
24-27. Following are updates on some events or issues of interest between now and
the end of the school year.

Last Day of School
With the snow day on March 6th, the new last day of school for students is Thursday, May 17th with a
teacher workday on Friday, May 18th, assuming of course that we have no more snow days this school year. I was
reminded recently that within the last few years, we had a snow day on May 1st. Hopefully we are done with snow
days but you never know with South Dakota weather. I am typing this on April 2nd with five inches of snow
forecast for Baltic on April 3rd, so by the time you read this, we may have had another snow day thus pushing back
the last day of school again. Keep your fingers crossed that does not happen!
Spring Break
As I hope you are all aware, there will be no school for Spring Break April 20-23. Hopefully, the weather
will finally warm up so that it actually feels like spring.
Donuts for Dad/Muffins for Moms
We decided to try two new activities this year that began with Donuts for Dads on March 26th. We did not
know what to expect and we’re overwhelmed with the attendance of dads, grandpas, uncles, and other dadsubstitutes. It was a fun event for the students and dads, except possibly the parking.
We expect an equally good turnout for Muffins for Moms on April 16th from 7:30am-8:10am in the gym.
To try and somewhat alleviate the parking situation, we are not going to start high school classes that morning until
8:30am, which will really disappoint our high school students . I am sure they will be happy not to arrive at
school until after 8:15am so that moms can have the parking spaces and be out of here by the time high school
students arrive. Busses will run their normal route times and middle school classes will start at the regular time.
We will make accommodations, however, for middle schools students how happen to ride with a high school
sibling.
Be looking for the signup sheet for Muffins for Moms. Thanks to Marissa Whipple for taking the lead on
organizing these activities.

(Article continued next page)

Teacher of the Year
The Baltic School District and First National Bank will once again join in a partnership to recognize a
Baltic “Teacher of the Year” for the 2017-2018 school year.
Parents, students, teachers and community members are encouraged to nominate a Baltic teacher to receive
the award as “Teacher of the Year.” A nomination form may be obtained from either the elementary or secondary
principal’s office or on the school website. Nomination forms must be submitted to the superintendent’s office no
later than April 11, 2018.
Those teachers nominated will be sent an application form to be completed and returned to the
Superintendent’s Office for review by a selection committee consisting of representatives from the school, the
business community, and parents. The winner will be recognized at the Baltic High School Graduation Ceremony
on May 12, 2018.
Do you know an exceptional teacher in the Baltic School District who you would like to see recognized? If
so, please take a few moments to nominate him or her. It is an honor to be nominated and an even greater honor to
represent the Baltic teaching staff in this award.
Administrative Structure
For the past 14 school years, I have served as both superintendent and elementary principal here in Baltic.
Before the 2004-05 school year, for as long as I can remember (keep in mind this is my 39th year as a teacher or
administrator in the Baltic School District so my memory goes back quite a few years), Baltic always had a parttime, or in some years a full-time, elementary principal and a full-time superintendent. From 1994-2004, our
enrollment hovered around 340 students in K-12, but since 2004 our enrollment has grown to a high of 498
students two years ago, and as the Sioux Falls metro area grows, we expect our enrollment to grow also. With the
increase in the number of students, came an increase in the number of teachers as we grew from a one-section
school to a two-section school. In addition, we added a pre-school along with other programs, and school
accountability has become increasingly important not to mention the myriad of issues that schools deal with now
that they did not 14 years ago. Also, as we grew, Baltic became the largest school district in South Dakota to have
a superintendent also serve as a principal without at least having some part-time administrative assistance.
After considering all of these facts, the Baltic School Board recently decided to hire an elementary principal
who will also serve as special education director, and I will serve superintendent and curriculum director. We have
begun advertising for applicants for elementary principal/special education director, and we hope to have someone
hired by May 1st to start work in August. The administrative structure we had for the past 14 years worked due to
the abilities of our staff and the cooperation of parents and students, but I also believe the addition of this position
will be a positive step forward for our school district.
Pre-School Pre-Registration
Within a week, Baltic will begin pre-registration for our pre-school for the 2018-19 school year. We
conduct pre-registration to determine if there is enough interest to run both morning and afternoon pre-school
sessions, so it is important for parents to pre-register if they wish to send their child(ren) to our pre-school next fall.
I fully expect to have enough interest to offer both sessions, and in fact, pre-registration is more to get your name
on the list to have a spot. This past year we reached capacity and had to turn some pre-schoolers away, which is
another reason why it is important to pre-register. Be looking for more information on pre-school pre-registration,
or contact the school.

Jim Aisenbrey – Secondary Principal

As we head into the final weeks of the school calendar, this becomes a
very important part of the school year. Eventually the snow and cold weather
will be replaced by warm, sun-shiny weather. The birds will be singing and the
brown grass will begin to turn green. This is when student’s minds begin to
wander from the classroom and we face the challenge of keeping students
focused on school, and not the great outdoors. We will have many activities
going on as well during the spring. Track meets, golf meets, FFA and FCCLA
state conventions, music contests and concerts fill the calendar with student
activities. Not to mention, the seniors are into their final weeks as high school
students.
As you can see, the students will be spread thin. In preparation for this, this article will
address the final weeks of school.
The Smarter Balanced testing will begin in April starting with the juniors from April 17-19.
The testing for grades 6-8 will take place from April 17-19. Students in these grades will still take
the Dakota Step test in science since there is no science portion of the test for Smarter Balanced.
As you are all probably aware, the Smarter Balanced assessment replaces the Dakota Step
test as the state assessment for South Dakota in math and language arts. These tests are very
important because it measures where our students learning is at and compares us not only to
schools throughout South Dakota, but also to other states who belong to the Smarter Balanced
consortium. Parents, I ask that you talk to your children about the importance of doing their best
on these tests. Students should get plenty of rest and have a healthy breakfast the days of the tests
to help them concentrate and provide the energy necessary to do well.
If you have been following the educational discussion in the state the past couple of years,
much emphasis has been placed on the college and career readiness of our students. We have
witnessed legislation passed by the South Dakota legislature along with the implementation of
programs developed by the state Department of Education that promotes this line of thinking.
Parents often wonder what they can do to help their children succeed in school and in life.
According to www.colorincolorado.org, there are three steps parents can take to help their children
be successful.
First, demonstrate a positive attitude about education to your children. What we say and
do in our daily lives can help them to develop positive attitudes toward school and learning and to
build confidence in themselves as learners. Showing our children that we both value education and
use it in our daily lives provides them with powerful models and contributes greatly to their success
in school. In addition, by showing interest in their children’s education, parents and families can
spark enthusiasm in them and lead them to a very important understanding - that learning can be
enjoyable as well as rewarding and is well worth the effort required.
Second, monitor your child’s television, video game, cell phone and Internet use. American

Second, monitor your child’s television, video game, cell phone and Internet use.
American children on average spend far more time watching TV, playing video games, texting or
surfing on a smart phone, and using the Internet than they do completing homework or other
school-related activities.
And finally, encourage your child to read. Helping your child become a reader is the single
most important thing that you can do to help the child succeed in school and in life. The
importance of reading simply can’t be overstated. Reading helps children in all school subjects.
More important, it is the key to lifelong learning.
As parents/guardians, you should continue to take an active role in your child’s school work.
If you have access, I ask that you log on to Parent Portal frequently to check the progress of your
child. If you notice a change in your child’s performance, you should contact the teacher
immediately to determine what course of action should be taken to get the child to perform at their
usual level of achievement. The teachers have also been advised to contact parents if they see any
abnormal behavior or performance from their students.
Communication will be the key during these last few weeks of school. With school officials,
teachers and parents maintaining open lines of communication, we can monitor student progress
and deal with any possible concerns at the earliest and most opportune time. I ask all parents to
take the time to visit with your children on a daily basis to reinforce the message that you care.

On a personal note, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone in the Baltic community for their acts of kindness,
their prayers, and words of encouragement these past five months.
My wife and I have been on a roller coaster of emotions since I was
first diagnosed with cancer back on November 14. Words alone
cannon express our appreciation for everything that has been done
for us.
The students have been outstanding, and I cannot thank them enough for their cooperation and words
of encouragement. The same can be said for the staff, for following through with the Baltic Code without me
having to send out continuous reminders. Also, thank you to the parents for your kind words while visiting
in person or on the phone, and through correspondence. And especially to the administrative team. Each
one of you has had to add to your already busy schedule, many things that I cannot do. You have offered this
extra help out of generosity and to continue the fine tradition of excellence of the Baltic School District.
THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU! If there was a way to show you how much we appreciate everything you have
done for us, believe me, we would show you. Baltic is a special place, and always will be to all of us. It was
not easy moving to Sioux Falls, and will be even harder when I walk out of this school my last day as
principal. This disease may have forced me to leave a job I love, but it will not be able to erase the wonderful
memories and experiences I have had in my 13 years in Baltic.
May you continue to be blessed with a warm and loving community and school district. And never forget,
everything you do should be in the name of improving the education for the children. Each year, I have the
following quote in the September edition of the school newsletter:
“Driving by the school you may have come to the conclusion that we have a beautiful facility. With
the school itself, a picnic area behind the stadium, the fitness center, the stadium, the new digital sign, and
the campus in general, we have an outstanding facility for our students. Our mission statement is very
simple: “Preparing all students to be successful in life.” What great examples these are of the community
and school working together for the betterment of our students. Thank you to everyone who was involved
with these projects.
Even though we have an excellent facility, a school is not solely dependent on the wood, bricks,
mortar and metal that form the basic structure of the facilities. A school is comprised of everyone in the
district who plays a role in the education of our children. Students, parents, teachers, staff, and the entire
Baltic community are all key components in the education of our youth. With everyone working together,
we can make our school just as beautiful as the campus itself.
As always, I ask that all parents and guardians take an active role in the lives of your children.
Regardless of whether your child is in pre-school or a senior in high school, please talk to your children
daily about the events of their day in school. I am asking that you become active participants in their
school work, their activities, and their free time. Studies have confirmed that the more interest the parent
takes in the lives of their children, the better the children will do in school.”
God’s peace to everyone.

Mr. Jim Aisenbrey

Winding up the year
Members heading to State Leadership Conference. 25 members of the Baltic chapter are heading
to the state leadership conference in April. Those attending to compete in STAR events include: Ally Ely,
Delaney Murray, Sophia Almont, Stella Wiseman, Jacie Wendland, Madison Kennedy, McKenzie
Gerstnecker, Abbi Lovstad, Tayden Hanson, Carson Roach, Hayley Newburn, Hope Bonrud, Jenna
Vaughn, Nate Cortes, John Groenwold, Landon Bishop, Corbin Erickson, Presley Kick, TayAnn Bartling
and Rick Kittleson. Katy and Tess Liester will be running for State Officer Positions. National Officer
Brigette Nelson will be training and hosting workshops, Jacob Hotzler will serve as the chapter voting
delegate and Brooke VanDam will be competing for president’s award recognition. Good luck to all!
Congratulations to our FCCLA Members of the Month for March!
Middle school: McKenzie Gerstenecker
High school: Jena Abbink
Officer: Rayanne Liester
*winners are chosen by points earned through participation in chapter activities
April/May Events:
April 3: Chapter officer applications go out
April 5: All Sampling Supper tickets turned back in to Mrs. Ries
April 6: Sampling Supper 5:30-7:30
April 8-10: State Meeting in Sioux Falls
April 12: Chapter officer meeting
April 13: Officer applications due to Mrs. Ries
April 16-19: Officer interviews
April 26: Chapter award ballots due
April 30: Member of the Month awards
May 1: Senior May baskets
May 3: Yearly celebration 3:20.
May 4: 2018/2019 theme ideas due
May 6: New officer installation and dinner
May 9: Teacher appreciation meal
May 14: 6th grade visits
June 28-July 2: National Meeting in Atlanta
August 3-11: Sioux Empire Fair Dairy Barn with band and chorus

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFO
Superintendent/Elementary Principal
Bob Sittig
Robert.sittig@k12.sd.us
Secondary Principal
Jim Aisenbrey
Jim.aisenbrey@k12.sd.us
Business Manager
Marsha Polzin
Marsha.Polzin@k12.sd.us
Network Director
Collin Reynolds
Collin.Reynolds@k12.sd.us
Elementary School

Elementary
Office
605-529-5461
(605) 529-5464

Middle/High School

High
School Office
605-529-5464
(605) 529-5461

Website www.balticschool.org

Baltic
School District
Live Chat
PO Box 309
One Bulldog Avenue
Baltic, SD 57003

Elementary Counselor (K-7th)
Abby Danko
Abby.Danko@k12.sd.us
Middle/High School Counselor
Marilyn Schmitz-Stadem
Marilyn.Schmitz-Stadem@k12.sd.us
Activities Director
Steve Gunderson
Steve.Gunderson@k12.sd.us
Special Services Director
Jennifer Even
Jennifer.Even@k12.sd.us

Middle School Quiz Bowl Big East Conference Champs!
Congratulations to the 5 members of the Baltic Middle School Quiz Bowl team for winning the Big East
Conference meet on March 27 in Garretson. Members of the team include (from left) Jacq McIsaac, Caleb
Kittelson, Tess Liester, Ally Ely and Briley Kick.

Shop with Scrip
Our school has an account set up with a program called Scrip. This is a very easy
and fun way to raise money for our school without much effort. (The
merchant gives the Rebate back to the school!)
You simply order gift cards (at face value) online or purchase them in the
Elementary Administrative office, and Baltic receives a percentage of these
orders. The website is: www.shopwithscrip.com, school code is
541154L455529.
This is such a great way to earn funding for our school programs and there are
nearly 400 participating retailers. Go online and check it out today!
We also have these cards available in the Elementary office.
Buffalo Wild Wings ($25)
Holiday Gas ($25)
HyVee ($25, $50, $100)
Menards ($25)
Pizza Ranch ($25)
Shopko ($25)
Subway ($10)
Target ($25, $50)
Walmart ($25, $50, $100)
Classic Corner ($20)
Fareway Foods ($50)
Country Fair ($25, $50)

8th Grade
Language Arts Class
Hosts Guest Speaker for
Holocaust Unit
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Patrick Hicks, author and professor at Augustana University, shared his knowledge

change
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Language
Arts Class on Tuesday, February 13th. Mr. Hicks shared
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passionas
of sharing
the story of the Holocaust with the students. He focused his
Resize
needed
discussion on the Auschwitz concentration camp.

In his extensive research, he

traveled to the Auschwitz site and took many pictures. He shared those pictures
with the students providing them with a much clearer picture of the enormity of the
camp. The students learned a great deal from Mr. Hicks ‘ lecture. It was truly an
honor and privilege to hear him speak and share his passion for the topic.
The students will take the information gained in the time spent with Mr. Hicks,
along with the other activities they participated in for this unit, and use it to write
their essays.

Let the Games Begin!
Mrs. Eszlinger's Second Grade Class quickly found their excitement to follow the Olympians in triumph as
well as the struggles the games may bring for them. The class kept track of the medal count for 16 countries with
Norway taking home 39 medals, Germany 31, Canada 29, and USA bringing home 23 medals. Figure skating,
bobsledding, luge, and speed skating were some of the students’ favorite Olympic events to learn and follow during
the games.
Also, the class was introduced to Ozobots. It is about a super ball sized toy robot. This robot taught the
students how color coded lines maneuver the robot along its course.
With their Olympic spirit, the students created courses for their Ozobot Olympian either in bobsledding,
figure skating, or speed skating. Their team had to plan out the course so their Ozobot Olympian would be safe and
finish the race. The students also wrote about their athlete’s story on becoming an Ozobot Olympian. The students
enjoyed following the 2018 Winter Olympics and designing courses for their Ozobot Olympian.

From our librarian
Mrs. Moeller
Students at Baltic will help decide the winner of the South Dakota Prairie Bud Children's Book
Award. Ten books are nominated by a committee of South Dakota librarians and educators, who
read and review every book to determine its appropriateness for the annual awards. Books are
selected for their quality and potential popularity with children.

PK through First grade read the ten nominated Prairie Bud books during library time throughout the
winter and voted for our favorites. Next year, we plan to add additional grades to the program. The
Prairie Bloom Award is designed for students in 2nd & 3rd grades, and the Pasque Pasque Award is
for 4th & 5th graders. All the awards encourage students to read and vote for their favorite book from
a list of nominated titles. The awards are sponsored by the South Dakota Library Association,
Winning titles will be announced during National Library Week, April 9-14. We had fun and can’t wait
to see if our favorite book won!

Wax Museum
You are invited to our Middle School
Wax Museum performances
Monday, April 30th
7:00 – 8:00 pm
Middle School Wing/Commons Area

2018 Jump Rope for Heart
On February 28th, Julie Boerhave from the American Heart Association spoke to the elementary
about the importance of physical activity during the Jump Rope for Heart kick off event. Students
then began fundraising for the AHA in order to receive a number of different prizes and during PE
classes students participated in jump rope activities. The last day to donate was March 21st. I’m happy
to say that this year the Baltic Elementary School raised $2,506! These funds will go towards research
for prevention and treatment of heart disease. Thank you for making a difference!
Mr. Bauder

Julie from the American Heart
Association introduces the Jump Rope
for Heart fundraiser to the Baltic
Elementary.

This semester in Social Studies, we have a student teacher from SDSU
named Nathan Farley. He is originally from Winner, South Dakota. Mr. Farley
coached the Boys’ Basketball C team and has joined us in the classroom since
January. He will complete his time with us on April 25th.
In sixth grade social studies, we have been studying ancient civilizations. We
recently completed a unit on Ancient Greece that was highlighted by our own classroom
Olympics. We are currently studying the Ancient Romans and then we will finish up with
the Middle Ages.
Lately in seventh grade, we have been learning about Europe’s physical and cultural geography. We broke
Europe down into 4 regions (Southern, West-Central, Northern, and Eastern). Once we are finished with Europe
we will spend the last part of the quarter on Asia.
Recently in eighth grade we did a mock trial of Andrew Jackson and his role in the Trail of Tears. Interestingly
enough, one block found him guilty and the other not guilty. Currently we are studying Westward Expansion and
then we will look at the time leading up to the Civil War, and finish with the Civil War & Reconstruction. One
thing that is different this year is that our 8th grade Social Studies class will be cooperating with Reading class to
do the Wax Museum.

TITLE I
Hello from Title I! I hope everyone had a wonderful Easter, filled with family and fun—it’s hard to believe that
Spring Break is just around the corner, and then it will be May! It was great to meet with some of you during
conferences in February—thank you for taking the time to stop in and see me! Below are a couple of things that
are coming up:
1. On Monday, May 7, 2018, at 3:30pm, there will be a meeting in the library that the Parent Advisory Board
will be asked to attend. In November, there was a sign-up sheet that went out with the Title I Meeting note
asking if you would want to serve on the board. Unfortunately, I did not have any “yes” responses, so I am
still looking for two parent volunteers. The meeting takes about an hour, and your role would be to attend
the meeting, and give feedback with regards to the Title program if you so choose. Please email me at
Amanda.Fosheim@k12.sd.us and let me know if you would be interested—it’s a great way to get involved!
2. Also, during the end of April/beginning of May, I will be doing the end of the year benchmark assessments.
This will include the DIBELS and the STAR Reading Assessments (Kindergarten does not do STAR
Reading) for students being serviced in reading, and the WIAT-III and Criterion Test of Basic Skills
Assessment for students being serviced in math.

Please keep encouraging your children to read their Reading Bag Books to work on fluency, along with
practicing retell by telling a friend, parent, or stuffed animal what they just read. It’s been a pleasure working
with your children, and thank you for an amazing year!

- Mrs. Fosheim

Please extend a special thank you to the volunteers and teachers listed below who participated in JA
during the 2017-18 school year. Because of this teacher/JA volunteer partnership, students are a step
closer in preparing themselves to become our future leaders.

If you would be interested in sharing your knowledge and business experience with students in our
community, or would like to sponsor a student for $25, please contact the JA office at (605)336-7318 or
jasd@ja.org. A Junior Achievement experience will leave you feeling proud, energized, and hopeful
about a better future for our young people.

Baltic Junior Achievement Volunteers and Teachers for 2017-2018
Baltic Secondary School

Teacher

Sem

JA Program

Volunteer

JA Employer

Jason Aberson

Fall

JA Personal Finance

Angela Larson

Wells Fargo

Alan Baskerville

Fall

JA Career Success

Rahn Siemonsma

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

Eric Bauder

Fall

JA Personal Finance

Scott Grunewaldt

U.S. Bank

Eric Bauder

Fall

JA Personal Finance

Tracy Petersen

Fiserv

Reminder…
Senior Parent Night – Golf & Track
Tuesday, May 1st
More information to come!

Donuts for Dad in our Elementary was a great hit!
Special shout out to Marissa Whipple for organizing it all, and for
everyone who helped out. The kids loved it!

DONUTS
FOR
DADS DAY!

In Mr. Clark’s Digital Media class students have
been working on DIY paint by numbers and turning
them into Time-lapse videos. The students have been
working hard on those projects along with getting
videos ready for the Athletic Banquet and a school
promotional video. The students have shown
tremendous progress throughout the year in their
computer skills and their willingness to learn. Sam
Sittig, Kelcie Hitzeman, and Shelby Dosch have been
working diligently on these projects and many others in
order to getting all of the project done by the expected
due date. Pictures of the canvas painting can be viewed
on Mr. Clark’s website,
www.mredwardclark.weebly.com.
Students have also been working on a business
project that they completed first quarter and have
transitioned into their everyday lives. The students
were required to complete and fill out transaction
registers, keep track of monthly bills and expenses, and
purchase necessities for everyday living. The students
then had to give project presentations in order to make
extra money to cover expenses that exceeded their
monthly earnings from class time. This project can also
be viewed on Mr. Clark’s web page which is listed
above.

SENIOR PROJECT NIGHT
Baltic High School
April 12, 2018
6:00 pm

8th Annual Science Fair Results
SPRING BREAK!

The 8th annual high school science fair was
Tuesday, March 13th. All students in upper level

Baltic School will be
having Spring Break on
Friday, April 20th and
Monday, April 23rd .

science classes were required to participate.
Here are the results for this year’s winners!
1st place – Tie:
Jayda Tidemann & Sam Muston – Sound Frequencies

NO SCHOOL!

Associated with Age
Makay Paszek – The Relationship between Viscosity,
Surface Tension, and Temp

2nd place – Tie:
Jayden Pittmann – Developing a new, Improved Cold Pack
Hannah Even- Cell Phone VS Reaction Time

3rd place - 3-Way Tie:
Rick Kittleson – Wireless Electricity

Prom Night 2018
Saturday, April 28th

6:30 – 7:15 Pictures
7:30 – Grand March
8:00 – 11:30 - Prom

Rayanne Liester – Homemade Amazon Echo
Michael Eggum – Effect of Exercise on Heart Rate

You are cordially invited to

Baltic High School
Graduation 2018
May 12, 2018
2:00 pm
Baltic Gymnasium

Books take a reader on an adventure and the
fifth graders just finished an amazing
one. Mrs. Schneider’s class just read the novel
Holes by Louis Sachar. The students loved
reading about Stanley’s plight and how he rose
above the challenges he faced. Sometimes life
is not fair and the students had great
discussions about his attitude and how he
handled himself. The book weaved the
present story with a past one that explained
what was actually happening in the story. Joy
was evident on their faces when connections
were made and reveled throughout the
book. Reading is such an important skill and
the fifth graders are definitely excelling at
learning and applying what they are
learning. The next class novel is Freak the
Mighty by Rodman Philbreck and the students
cannot wait to get started. Lessons on
acceptance, friendship, and individual growth
are prevalent themes throughout this
book. Mrs. Schneider’s class has made great
strides this year and she is excited to see their
continued progress.

