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A MESSAGE

FROM THE PUBLISHER
Fellow Laderians,

I was in my teens when I saw films of the atrocities committed by Adolph Hitler and Nazi regime at the death camps used
to exterminate millions of Jews and others. It was impossible to get my head around what the Nazis had done back then
and, even today, I can't comprehend the depths of this depravity. How could anyone even think of such an in humane,
evil plot . . . and then carry it out with the help of thousands of fellow citizens. I often ask myself if something like this
depraved, demented evilness could happen again but, anyone who has a working knowledge of history, or even of current
world affairs, knows the answer to that question. From Joseph Stalin who killed millions of Russian citizens immediately
following WWII, to Uganda's Idi Amin, and to what's going on right now in the Middle East.
But surely this couldn't happen here in the United States, the oldest democracy in the world. Right? Wrong! In fact,
we're getting a first-grader's primer on exactly how these atrocities develop and happen in a society of normally rational
good-thinking citizens. First, you identify an "enemy" of the state. Then you vilify the so-called enemy, followed by
publicly labeling them so everyone else will know who they are and, finally, you persecute them, which is precisely what
Republican Presidential candidate Donald Trump wants do with Muslims in the United States. He proposes registering all
Muslims in the U.S., requiring them to carry papers declaring their religious beliefs, and even going so far as labeling with
some sort of insignia on the outside of their clothing so everyone who is not Muslin will know who is. He also want to
close down Mosques. Sound familiar?
What's worse is many of the elected members of Congress, Republicans and Democrats alike, including our own
Congressman, Darrell Issa (R-CA 49th District), have already begun the process by passing legislation, which President
Obama has said he will veto, to stop the influx of Syrian refugees seeking asylum in the U.S. from their war-torn
countries. Jeb Bush, another Republican Presidential candidate, has even gone so far as to suggest we accept "Christian"
refugees from the Middle East while turning away those who practice the Muslim faith.
After 9-11, our leaders told us if we allow that horrific tragedy to alter our way of life, the terrorist win. Now, 15 years
later much of our country's leadership is doing precisely what the terrorists want . . . panicking. The fear that's driving this
cowardice is that some terrorists will use the Syrian refugees to sneak through the screening process and enter the United
States to do us harm, which will almost certainly happen. But the truth is, our country is already full of thousands of
people, many of them radicalized citizens, like the Boston Marathon bombers, who are already plotting to do us harm.
Is it any wonder nothing gets done in Washington these days with the "leadership" we have send there to represent us.

							

Jim Schmitt, Editor and Publisher
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Letters to the Editor

nized his son’s “paranoid
schizophrenia” and didn’t do
everything possible to protect
Dear Editor,
if they remain on the streets
his son then the taxpayers (not
On Tuesday’s front page
to forage for themselves and
the police) is subsidizing this
of the O.C. Register is the an- get killed by the police." That father’s negligent treatment of
nouncement of a payment of
creates a payday for the parent his son.
$4.9 million to Ron Thomas,
and the attorneys but not the
Maybe Ron Thomas didn’t
father of Kelly Thomas (37homeless victim.
recognize the value of his son
year-old schizophrenic homeI believe that the value of until an attorney called him
less man to death by a group
ill-homeless people should
after his son was shot by the
of Fullerton police officers in be expressed by affording
police.
July 2011 during an arrest).
them the medical attention
As a Father of five, I
Of course his attorneys
they deserve no matter their
would never let my son/
will take a large portion of
circumstances.
daughter live on the street.
that as their fee. But that is not
Many Vets are on the
My promise to God is to
the point of my message. The street because of trauma
protect my children and raise
sub headline read it “Sends a
received while defending our them properly. When I was
strong message that lives of
Freedoms in combat. Don’t
younger, this country had
homeless have value.”
they have value also? Do they mental health clinics and hosI read a different meshave to die in the streets by
pitals devoted to taking care
sage which goes like this
becoming combative with the of the mentally ill and trying
“Homeless people with mental police?
to heal them. Our country
problems have a greater value
If Ron Thomas recogactually did understand that
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the mentally ill and homeless
had value and did something
about it. Welfare and Government apathy has replaced true
human value.
Religious institutions still
offer assistance to “the least of
us” to validate that everyone
has value as they have the
same Creator. The government should not be the healer
of last resort as it doesn’t have
the empathy necessary for that
role.
Chuck Salisbury
Ladera Ranch
(Editor's Note: Actually
activists lobbied to have the
mentally ill released if they
posed no harm to themselves and the public and the
hospitals were only too glad
to comply since they were a
financial burden.)
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Young Student Reporter Echos
Thoughts of Many Worldwide
Op/Ed by Veronica Graff
Ladera Times Staff Reporter

November 13, 2015.
It is easy after the events
that occurred in Paris to
feel hatred.
The crude images of

innocent people being
slaughtered; the media
incessantly publicizing
the vile acts of terrorism; it elicits ire, anguish
– abhorrence – it fosters
uncanny sentiments, and
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perturbs the mind.
Nevertheless, it is still
bewildering how this contempt can fester within
us and be so detrimental
to the infrastructure of
humanity.
Veronica Graff
The
week following these attacks, a Muslim classmate of mine was sobbing, looking
rather shaken.
She expressed her fear of people
in our community associating her,
and her faith to Jihadists.
The attacks that occurred in Paris,
and all acts of terrorism are alarming; but the actuality of this savagery
had never been more relevant to me
than in that classroom.
As an adolescent shielded from
much of the world’s iniquity by
“suburbia,” it was heart breaking to
witness first hand the repercussions
of the merciless acts enacted by religious extremists.
English philosopher Bertrand
Russell so fluidly defines our current demeanor: “Collective fear
stimulates herd instinct, and tends to
produce ferocity toward those who
are not regarded as members of the
herd.”
The general hostility and blatant
anti-Muslim incendiary rhetoric a
few prominent politicians and certain
segments of society have adopted,
fuels the growing animosity towards
Muslims.
I do not mean to take away from
the gravity of the loss of human life,
but I feel it is necessary to recognize
how easy it is for us to discriminate,
to find a scapegoat, rather than uniting against the actual perpetrators.
		By Veronica Graff
		San Juan Hills High Senior
		Ladera Times Reporter
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sion Hospital where she
remains in critical condition (more details on page
10), Harlequin Street.
4:59 pm, Kohl's
reported a female with
short blonde hair and
wearing black shorts and
Following are highlights from the Orange County Police Blotter. For more, go to LaderaTimes.com. black sweatshirt leaving
November 30
Ortega Highway.
sheets and blankets, and
the store in possession
5:47 pm, woman says
2:07 pm, woman said
informant said he thinks
of clothing, makeup and
her ex-husband struck
her 33-yo daughter is
someone has been living
electronics, Mercantile
their 10-yo son in the
outside acting strange
out of it for the past week, East Shopping Center.
face with an open hand
and is possibly under the
Mercantile East Shopping
4:21 pm, Bank Of
and was pushed into a
influence of mushrooms
Center.
America manager reported
table while visiting him
since she has a history
that, while she was leavin Northern California
of substance abuse. OC
November 29
ing the bank, she noticed
on Thanksgiving and son
Fire Station 91 took her to
8:50 pm, man says his three males loitering near
has red marks on his face, Mission Hospital where
wife is drunk and being
the ATM. Two are in a
Valmont Way.
she self-admitted herself, physically abusive, hitting white BMW with tinted
2:49 pm, deputies
Giles Court.
him twice, and he is now
windows and one at the
asked to check on suspi9:32 am, Dicks Sport- locked in a bedroom to
ATM and she asked depucious male walking on
ing Goods Store called
stay away from her, Zinties to check to see if they
bike lane towards Ortega
to report an older run
nia.
installed a skimmer (a
carrying two Traders Joe's down VW van with all
device that records the
bags, Antonio Parkway & the windows covered in
November 28
numbers of ATM cards of
11:40 pm, woman
unsuspecting consumers
says her 20-yo son, who
when they use the ATM
does not live with her and machine), Mercantile East
who just got out of jail,
Shopping Center.
is being abusive with her,
2:50 pm, a woman said
Clark Drive.
her boyfriend hit her last
7:27 pm, man says 10 night and then stole her
The Ladera Times is published monthly by Scholze
subjects are refusing to
ATM card and removed
Communications, 29851 Sienna Parkway, Ladera Ranch,
leave the Avendale Clubmoney from her account,
CA 92694, and 13,000 copies are delivered to every home,
house. Although a few
Agave Street.
business, Corporate Center offices, and apartment complex
subjects carrying back11:04 am, a man at
in Ladera Ranch and now the new community of Rancho
Mission Viejo the Thursday on or about the first of every month.
packs left on foot heading Bank of America reported
towards Antonio Parkway a drone hovering across
Jim Schmitt.............................................. Editor & Publisher
by way of Avendale Bou- from the bankand he has
Veronica Graff...............................................Staff Reeporter
levard, some are still in
photos of the person flying
Kate Finman.................................................Intern Reporter
clubhouse, Daisy Street.
it, Mercantile East ShopKC Mitchell............................................Advertising Director
Amy Spurgeon-Hoffman, ............. RanchoPostGazette.com
7:24 pm, man says
ping Center.
				 ................................................................Media Partner
his neighbor was ver10:47 am, a man and
Ram Mukherji.............................................Education Editor
bally
busing
him
about
woman
were reported
Cathie Berlin............................................ Real Estate Editor
his
handicapped
placard,
screaming
at esch other in
Chuck Gibson................................................ Feature Writer
2000
block
of
Corporate
what
appeared
to be doMichelle Patterson.................................Business Columnist
Jett McCormack.......Ladera Ranch Civic Council Columnist
Drive.
mestic violence, Red Rail
Phone:..........................................................(949) 481-3593
5:56 pm, OCFA pulled Lane.
Fax ..............................................................(949) 481-3594
a 13-yo girl from a back(Go to page 10 for
Editorial & Production Advisors:
yard swimming pool and
more police stories, and
June Rodgers, Chairman/CEO, Thelma E. June Rodgers, LLC, Laguna Niiguel
was resuscitated by para- www.laderatimes.
Kathy L. Scholze, Chairman/CEO Scholze Communications, Ladera Ranch
medics on the way to Mis- com)
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Mercantile West
25612 Crown Valley Pkwy
Ladera Ranch, CA 92694

949-365-0200
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Capistrano Valley High Teacher
Arrested for 'Sexting' with Student
On Monday,
November 30, Orange
County Sheriff’s Department’s Special Victim’s
Unit investigators arrested Justin Verducci, 25, of
Irvine, on charges related
to inappropriate text
communication with a
student.
Mr. Verducci was
arrested in front of
his Irvine residence
following investigation
into allegations he was
"sexting" with a 16-yearold student at Capistrano
Valley High School
where he is employed as a
teacher.
On Friday, November
27, Sheriff’s investigators
were contacted by the

student’s parents who
indicated they discovered
several inappropriate
text messages on their
daughter’s phone.
The text messages
were sexual in nature
and exchanged between
their daughter and Mr.
Verducci.
Investigators
collected evidence and
obtained information
over the weekend before
contacting Mr. Verducci
this morning.
Mr. Verducci is a math
teacher at Capistrano
Valley High School
in the City of Mission
Viejo. Additional details
regarding Verducci’s
employment should be

Justin Verducci

directed to the Capistrano
Valley Unified School
District.
Mr. Verducci was
arrested for child

annoyance and sexual
communication with a
known minor online.
He was booked into
Orange County Jail and
is being held on $20,000
bail. He was scheduled
to appear in court on
Tuesday, December 1.
Anyone with
information regarding
additional victims is asked
to call the Orange County
Sheriff’s Department’s
Special Victim’s Unit at
(714) 647-7418 or (714)
647-7000. Anonymous
tips may also be submitted
to Orange County Crime
Stoppers at 855-TIPOCCS (855-847-6227) or
at occrimestoppers.
org.
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SUMMER SAVINGS SPECTACULAR
Hurry in Today and Save!

ALL SAMSUNG, SHARP, LG & HITACHI LED
Flat Panel TVs
WE
ALL
DO IT
O U!
FOR Y

ON SALE NOW!
OUR SPECIALTIES
t-PXFTU1SJDFTPO57T 
Blu-Ray Home Theater
Systems and More
t*O)PVTF$VTUPN
Cabinet Shop &
 $VTUPN*OTUBMMBUJPO
t$PNQMFUF)PNF
 *OUFHSBUJPO
t6OJWFSTBM3FNPUF
Controls, Networking
& CCTV Systems

13-YO Girl Critical from Pool Accident
A 13-year-old girl
visiting a family in Ladera
Ranch was listed in critical
condition Saturday, November 28, after she was found
in the bottom of the family’s swimming pool located
on Harlequin Street.
Captain Steve Concialdi, of the Orange County
Fire Authority (OCFA),
said the incident happened
around 6:00 pm.
She was found by
family fully clothed at the
bottom of the backyard
pool. The pool didn’t have
an isolation fence around it,
according to Captain Steve
Concialdi, who said when

condition.
should be in or around a
the teenager was pulled
Captain
Concialdi
said
pool alone. He said this was
out of the pool she wasn’t
pools should have isolathe 107th drowning call in
breathing and didn’t have
tion
fencing
around
them
Orange County this year, 38
any pulse.
and
nobody,
even
adults,
of which have been fatal.
Orange County sheriff’s
deputies responded to the house
and began CPR
before paramedics arrived and
took over.
By the time
Individuals or organizations with a story to tell
they reached
Mission Hospishould email the story to LaderaTimes@cox.net.
tal, paramedics
The story should answer the questions "who, what,
were able to get
when, where, why, and how." Photos submitted
her blood presshould be a minimum of 200 pixels or dots per inch
sure and pulse
or at least 8 inches wide.
back but she still
remains in critical
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Email Your News Stories to
LaderaTimes@cox.net

949-240-0555

Licensed, Bonded
& Insured #B45466

www.ReelTimeSightandSound.com
26381 Via De Anza, San Juan Capistrano
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Ladera Rancho Chamber
Of Commerce Has
Named New Officers
The Ladera Rancho Chamber of Commerce has
named new officers. They are:

President
Moby Young
State Farm Agent
moby@agentmoby.com
www.agentmoby.com
949.706.5300
714.625.6505
VP of Marketing
Urs Britschgi
Urs Britschgi Real Estate
urs@goladera.com
www.goladera.com
949.444.9694
VP of Membership
Angela Garth
NeuBenefits Insurance
Solutions
angela@neubenefits.com
www.neubenefits.com
714.235.8761
Member At Large
Lincoln Parker
Parker Dentistry
lincoln@drlincolnparker.om
theladeraranchdentist.com
949.267.8568
The Ladera Rancho Chamber meets on the 3rd
Wednesday of every month from 7:00 to 8:00
am at the new Starbucks in Mercantile East
shopping center. The next meeting will be on
December 16 from 7:00 to 8:00 am. All members
and prospective members are welcome to attend
and participate. For more info, visit the Chamber
website at www.laderaranchochamber.org.
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Political Roundup

Ladera Times

Congressman Issa,
whose California 49th
Congressional District
includes Ladera Ranch,
also explained his
disagreement with
Rubio on the collection
awarding federal conCongress.
of metadata, which the
tracts to her billionaire
"Marco Rubio really senator had said should
husband’s company,
is an exciting candidate, continue. The National
CBRE Group
and I'm pleased to be
Security Agency's
.
able to endorse him
ability to collect bulk
Issa Endorses
and to work for him
phone metadata expired
Marco Rubio
for the presidency," the over the weekend.
In other political
California Republican
"The senator is on
news, Congressman
and former chairman
the Select Intelligence
Darrell Issa threw his
of the House Oversight Committee. He's going
support behind Marco
and Government
to have to look at it day
Rubio for the ReReform Committee
by day," Issa continued.
publican presidential
said.
"I'm willing to be
nomination, hailing
"Rubio has been
wrong on this, but the
his fellow lawmaker
fighting for a lot of
act as we amended it
as someone who has
things I believe in," Issa has monitoring so if we
"been fighting the same said, "and look, he's not need to do something
fights" on the campaign afraid to engage on the different, obviously
trail as he has done in
hottest subjects."
Congress will."

Darrell Issa Is Richest Member of
Congress; Senator Feinstein Is 8th
Roll
Call, the
largest
daily
newspaper in the
United
States,
Cong. Darrell Issa
serving the government
in Washington, D.C.,
has listed the richest
members of the U.S.
Congress and Senate
and, for the third year
in a row, Rep. Darrell
Issa (R-CA) tops the
list with net worth of
$254.65 million.
Congressman Issa,
whose district includes
Ladera Ranch, made
his money by creating the widely-used
speaking
Viper car
alarm,
which
uses his
own
voice
used to
Sen. Diane Feinstein
scare off
would-be car thieves.
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)
comes in eighth with a
newt worth of $52.78
million.
According to Roll
Call, Senator Feinstein
came under fire several
years ago, for a potential conflict of interest
after she allegedly supported the government
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Wake Up Your Body and Mind
“The Healthy Way”
Nature’s Own Energy Drink, naturally organic matcha
green tea, and one of the most nutrient-dense
Superfruits, the New Zealand Kiwi.

5

lars of Healt
l
i
P
h®

Experience up to 6 hours
of healthy energy.
Call NOW for a
FREE SAMPLE
Ask for Chantal

Independent Nikken Consultant

949.228.5150

Become my customer this
month and get 10% off on all
Nikken products using this
promotional code: TEN4
available on my webpage
www.chantallarouche.com

Independent Nikken Consultant
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35–$65
25–$35
$
18–$25
$
15–$20
$

$

$

$

25– 35
25–$35
$
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Golden State Benedict
& many more items!

S
ALWAY

FRESH

28621 Marguerite Parkway
(cross street Avery Parkway)

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

949.388.0292

6AM - 3PM ŘDAILY

visit your nearest location

THEBROKENYOLKCAFE.COM

50% OFF $2.00 OFF
FM

Support Laura's House

laurashouse.org

FM

ANY ENTREE ANY ENTREE

Purchase one entree plus 2 beverages
at regular price and receive 50% off
2nd entree of equal or lesser value. Not
valid on weekends or holidays or with
any other coupon, specials or private
groups. Limit 1 per coupon, 1 per
table.

$8.00 minimum purchase per entree
plus beverage per person. Limit 4 per
coupon. Not valid on weekends or
holidays or with any other coupon,
specials or private groups.
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New Housing Development, Holiday Decorating
550 car trips at peak times
on the adjacent streets,
whereas the new proposed
Pat McCabe, of Chrisdevelopment would have
topher Homes, provided a
much less of an impact of
presenta27 trips at peak hours.
tion to
This should will help
the Civic
Council at keep traffic down at the trafits Novem- fic circle.
The development would
ber meeting for the close the entrance from
O’Neil and limit exiting
proposed
from the project to a right
housing
Jett McCormick
turn on Sienna.
developThe other concern of
ment at the former site of
the Stoneybrooke Christian having a gated development was not so clear. This
School.
would be the only gated
The proposed developneighborhood outside of
ment includes 36 singleCovenant Hills.
family homes in a gated
The Council felt this
development.
Homes will be approxi- was out of character for the
community. The developer
mately 2,800 sq. ft., with
presented this as an amenity
two floor plans and three
and a selling feature of the
facades each.
Pat, a Ladera Ranch res- project.
They also expressed
ident, addressed a number
of issues ranging from traf- concern with overflow
parking from Oso Grande
fic, school impacts, HOA
costs, and other concerns of Elementary and potentially
students cutting through the
the Council.
He also provided back- site from upper neighborground on how Christopher hoods.
The Council decided
Homes determined what
to get more input from the
housing type to develop at
community about the gate,
this location.
but was generally in support
The Council provided
of the project.
notices to potentially affected residential neighborCounty Ordnance Imhoods about the meeting,
pacts Holiday Decorating
and a number a residents
The Council has worked
did attend for the presentathough the year seeking a
tion.
solution to the County’s
The major issues of
restriction on running
concern were traffic and
decorations over streets and
the proposed gating of the
having electrical cords cross
development.
sidewalks.
The former StoneyIn other communities,
brooke School had a
like Wagon Wheel, the
projected traffic impact of
by Jett McCormick, Chairman
Ladera Ranch Civic Council

HOA obtains the permit
for that community to run
decorations over the streets.
Unfortunately, neither
LARCS nor LARMAC
Boards were willing to do
the same for Ladera Ranch
and has left this to the
residents to deal with on an
individual basis.
Comments from some
of the neighborhoods said
they would reduce their
decorating in lieu of having
to obtain the permit or risk
a fine.
The other issue of running electrical cords across
the sidewalks has not been
resolved. There is no approved detail to run electrical cords on top of the
sidewalk and is not allowed.
With that said, the option of running a conduit
sleeve under the sidewalk
for electrical cords or string
an extension cord over the
sidewalk (possibly tree to
tree), high enough not to
impede pedestrians, should
not violate the ordinance.
The County and Fifth
District Supervisor Lisa
Bartlett’s office are working to resolve this issue
for next year. The Council
will continue to push for a
resolution.
Change in Leadership for
Civic Council
At the November
Council meeting, the Board
elected new officers.
Scott Weisgerber will
succeed Jett McCormick as
Chairman and Gary Kephart
was elected Vice Chairman.
The Council appointed

Emilie Blum to the Board to
fill a vacancy. The remainder of the positions will be
determined prior to the next
meeting.
The Next Meeting
LRCC’s next meeting
will be at 7:00 pm on January 18, 2016, at the Santa
Margarita Water District
building.
Help your Civic Council
help you. Your membership
will ensure you have a voice
in the community’s future
and keep you informed on
community issues.
Join today. Membership
is FREE.
Help your Civic Council
help you. Your membership
will ensure you have a voice
in the community’s future
and keep you informed on
community issues. Join at
www.lrciviccouncil.
org.

Email Your Stories to
LaderaTimes@cox.net
Individuals or organizations, such as sports
leagues, clubs, non-profits, businesses, etc. with
a news story should email
it to LaderaTimes@cox.
net.
The story should answer the questions: "Who,
What, When, Where, Why,
and How." Photos should
be 200 pixels- or dots-perinch or at least 6" wide.
The Ladera Times is
published the Thursday
on or about the first of
every month, so stories
for that issue should be
submitted by the 15th of
the prior month.
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LADERA CELEBRATES
THE HOLIDAY SEASON

to town, we tend to forget
that not everyone celebrates
Christmas this time of year.
Ladera Ranch is diverse in
culture and LARCS made
sure there was an event for
most.
For Jewish and nonJewish families alike, the
lighting of the Menorah will
be held at 4:30 pm on Sunday, December 13, at Town
Green.
Hanukkah begins this
year on the evening of Sunday, December 6, and ends
the evening of Monday,
December 14.
Celebrating Hanukkah at the Ranch and the
Festival of Lights has been
a Ladera tradition since the
first holiday season in community .
Ladera Ranch will oftake a picture with Santa
pictures with the family just
Now we have all been
ficially begin the holiday
Claus, you will need a "San- in time for Christmas cards known to get in the car
season with the lighting of
ta Photo Pass" this year.
to family and friends. Reand drive around to all the
the Christmas tree and arPasses will be available member to bring your own
beautiful homes and neighrival of Santa Claus at 5:00 starting at 5:00 pm. The
camera.
borhoods that put so much
pm on Friday, December 4. pass will enable you to
At 5:00 pm there will be time and effort into bringing
The annual Christmas
enjoy the activities and still refreshments, strolling car- competition style decoratree lighting, photos with
get your picture taken with olers, live nativity animals, tions and lighting to our
Santa and Mrs. Claus, and
the jolly fellow by the end
family fun and children
community.
numerous activities will be of the evening.
activities in Town Green.
In order to give these
held at Town Green from
If you just want to come
Bring your family and
hard working individuals
5:00 to 8:30 pm.
and enjoy the festivities,
friends to this live event and their props, starting DeThere will be hot choco- you will be able to see Santa witness the story of Mary,
cember 4, you need to go to
late and fondue to keep you again the following day on
Joseph and the birth of Jesus www.laderalife.com
warm and other holiday
Saturday, December 5 from Christ.
and vote for your favorite
snacks, cookie decorating
10:00 am to 2:00 pm at the
Bundle up with the fam- individual and neighborand other crafts, and Toys
Avendale Village Clubily and grab a warm
hood decorations.
for Tots Drive Collection
house, Avendale Boulevard beverage and head down
Judging for individuals
(bring a new unwrapped toy and Daisy.
to this wonderful re-enactwill be conducted December
to support the Marine Corps
Santa will be there on
ment.
3 through 14. Vote online
Reserve).
Saturday to hear all your
With lights going up
for your favorite individual
If you are looking to
children’s wishes and take
and Santa Claus coming
home by 12:00 midnight on

Monday, December 15.
If your neighborhood
wants in on the fun, your
entry form is due by 4:30
pm on Wednesday, December 9. Judging for neighborhoods will be done between
5:00 and 10:00 pm on
Saturday, December 12.
Sign up yourself, or get
your neighbors involved
and get out to the garage
and start untangling that
tight ball of lights you
threw in there from last
year.
Participating streets
in neighborhoods will be
judged on four separate criteria: Originality, Creativity,
Curb Appeal and Use of
Lighting.
While no specific community plans are scheduled,
Kwanzaa, a week-long
celebration that honors Af-

rican heritage in American
culture, is being observed
from December 26 to January 1, culminating in a feast
and gift-giving.
And finally, there's
Festivus (for the rest of

us), a secular holiday
celebrated on December 23
as an alternative to way to
commemorate the season
without participating in its
pressures and commercialism. Festivus became part

of worldwide popular culture after being featured on
an episode of the TV show
"Seinfeld" in 1997.
Happy Holidays to our
readers from all of us at the
Ladera Times.
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Ladera BB Team Leads In Head Safety
A youth team in the
baseball hotbed of Ladera
Ranch is spearheading the
use of a new advancement
in sports head protection.
The Saddleback
Cowboys – a traveling
team of players 8 years
old and younger – is the
first entire baseball team
in the United States to
wear GelDefender skull
caps under their hats and
helmets to add protection
against head injuries.
One of their players,
Brody Schumaker, of
Ladera Ranch, the son of
Major League Baseball
player Skip Schumaker,
is shown here wearing the
skull cap.
The elder Schumaker,
an 11-year veteran with
the National League’s
Cardinals, Dodgers and
Reds, has suffered four
concussions during his
career and has been a firsthand witness to countless
others.
“I’ve seen it too
many times in Little
Leagues; I’ve seen it too
many times in the big
leagues,” Schumaker
said. “I’ve seen horrific
injuries. I know that it
happens.”
Former Dodgers
and Cardinals pitcher
Blake Hawksworth, a
friend of Schumaker who
sometimes helps with the
Cowboys, said baseball
head injuries have
increased in recent years
because of advancements
in the sport.
“The kids are

didn’t play very much
baseball.”
While foul tips and
home-plate collisions
involving catchers and
batted balls back at
pitchers are obvious injury
situations, defensive
collisions also present
dangerous circumstances.
Infielders and outfielders
chase the same fly balls
and are focusing on
making the catches.
Sliding base runners and
double-play opportunities
stronger, the baseballs are at second base put
wound tighter and the bats infielders at risk.
are better,” Hawksworth
In the six weeks
said. “Faster pitches result since the young Cowboys
in batted balls reaching
have been wearing the
the pitcher’s mound faster GelDefender products, no
than ever, which means
player has suffered a head
less reaction time and
injury even though there
the potential for more
have been two particularly
injuries.”
dangerous incidents.
Schumaker believes
Once, a helmeted
something needs to
batter running to first base
be done about head
rammed heads with the
protection in baseball,
Cowboys first baseman on
so he feels more secure
a close play. Another time,
knowing his son has extra a hard-hit ground ball took
protection while he plays. a bad hop and hit a player
“It absolutely gives
squarely in the head.
me peace of mind,” he
Both Cowboys’
said, “not only for Brody, players were wearing
but I know that we’re
the GelDefender skull
doing everything we can
cap and neither suffered
to protect the boys on the an injury. “Both were
team.”
definitely situations where
There has been a
concussions would have
great deal of publicity
been possible,” said
about head injuries
Schumaker.
in football, but less
The skull caps are
conversation about the
made of Impact Gel, a
need for extra head
substance that disperses
protection in baseball,
g-forces when contacts
Hawksworth said. “People occur. According to
who don’t see baseball as Schumaker, another
a contact sport probably
advantage of the skull

caps is that kids can wear
them and still “look cool.”
They are lightweight
– only about 10 ounces
– and they fit invisibly
inside a baseball or
softball cap.
“The kid doesn’t
want to look different
from other players,” he
said. “This one, you can’t
even tell it’s on.”
Hawksworth has
another take on "cool,"
which he related to
Southern California
having the hottest summer
on record. “Excessive
heat is another major
health and performance
problem,”
Hawksworth said.
“Players are always
looking for an edge, so
the fact that this head
protection product has the
extra benefit of keeping
players cooler in very hot
weather is a huge benefit.”
Schumaker feels it’s
essential that players use
extra head protection and
wants them to become
mandatory in the Irvine
Pony League. “I never
understood why you had
to wear a cup and not head
protection,” he said. “I
want them to require it.”
Hawksworth said
organizers frequently wait
to make changes until
it’s too late. “Too often it
takes a career-changing
or career-ending injury
for baseball coaches
and leagues to take head
protection seriously,” he
said. “They need to be
proactive.”
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Mother Earth Flowers
In Bloom Since 1986

32158 Camino Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano, CA

(949) 493-4400

www.motherearthflowers.net

Thank You
San Juan Capistrano
for voting us one of
The Best Flower
Shops In Orange County

Basic Floral
Design Classes

79

$

99

Christmas
Centerpiece

Design your own Floral
Arrangements
Two Classes
To Choose From

Only

35

$

Go home with your
own arrangement.

Thomas Kindade’s
Country Christmas Homecoming

Corporate Accounts Welcomed

Special Occasions, Weddings, Birthdays
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One of the great things
about my role as the CEO of
Women Network is identifying incredible individuals
doing amazing things in our
world and helping so many
live their best life.
We look all over the
world for these talented
thought leaders and spotlight the great work they are
doing.
The best part is when
they show up close by. In
this case, we found Dr. Dennis Maness, the CEO and
Founder of Braintek based
in San Diego.  
I love the work he
is doing and I wanted to
make sure my entire family
started seeing him. He has
helped over 6,000 patients
around the world live their
best life by improving the
inner workings of their
brain and in the last few
years taken his technology online so everyone can
benefit.
Check out the video on
line at www.Women
Network.com/blog as
well as the blogs on his
website www.Braintek.
com showing individuals
who were told they would
never speak or walk again
go through recovery utilizing his technology.
According to Dr. Maness, the brain on overload
is much like a computer
on overload. We can help
reboot your brain and bring

Ladera Times

it back to balance. All areas
of the brain work together
to form behavioral relationships which are responsible
for the way we feel and act.
Behavioral issues, illness and cognitive challenges are not confined to a
single area of the brain but
are broken relationships or
communications between
the areas.
Over the past 20 years
BrainTek tracked and
identified many of these
relationships. Based on this
research they developed a
program that works rapidly
and is instrumental in a
helping a variety of behavioral issues.
The key to the success of this program is the
unique therapeutic sound
entrainment protocols that
send signals to the challenged pathways in the

brain.
This therapy has led to
outstanding results for their
clients. Most people receive
brain entrainment sessions
4 days a week for about 40
minutes a day.
The average program is
completed in four weeks.
Clients enjoy the flexibility
their unique program offers
since they are able to access
their entrainment protocols
in-between office visits
24/7 anywhere in the world
through high speed internet.
It’s like having a personal
trainer for your brain show
up and give you a work out,
anywhere you choose!
What I love most about
Dr. Dennis Maness is his
sense of humor and his love
and passion for helping others.
Tony Robbins on the
Tonight Show with Jay

December 2015

Michelle is shown above with
Dr. Dennis Maness in back with
her son Chase and hubby Eric.

Leno said he remembers the
amazing doctor by calling
him Dennis the Menace citing the times they have been
sharing a stage together. He
is truly one of our unsung
heroes right in our own
backyard.
(Michelle Patterson is
the CEO of Women Network
LLC, a media and production company giving women
a voice to share their message. Women Network’ s
“umbrella platform” shines
a light on organizations and
corporations who empower
women and bring them
together as a community to
experience “We are Better
Together.” Women Network
is creating the largest community of women globally.)
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was played on November
6 and Tesoro beat San Juan
Hills with a score of 66-27.
Both teams are playing CIF
playoffs matches.
n

n

n

On Friday, November
,
13, Tesero played Great
Oak from Temecula, Ca. AfAs I write the last article tion.
Arts has submitted a petiter about 20 years, I finally
in 2015 for the Ladera
tion for Charter school and attended the CIF playoff last
n n n
Times on Capistrano UniFriday. Tesero won with a
The Trustees have hired the Board will hear in the
fied School District, it is
upcoming meeting.
score of 49-3.
Dr. John Roach as the inbecoming clearer to me that terim Assistant Superintenn n n
One Tesoro player, runthe years are passing by too dent of Personnel.
Labor negotiations are
ning back Greaden Sharpe,
fast.
It is interesting to men- continuing with Capistrano caught my eye. He is a
I remember when I
product of Ladera Ranch.
tion that John and I worked Unified Education Assowrote the last one for 2014. together at the Charter Oak ciation, Capistrano Unified I am providing his Ladera
I heard in my young age
School Employees Associa- roots below:
Unified School District
that when you get old the
tion and Teamsters Union. I
Graeden moved to Ladwhen I was serving as a
time passes by faster and
am sure the Unrepresented
era Ranch from Riverside in
Trustee and John was our
that I can attest to.
Employees contract will fol- August 2008 before going
Assistant Superintendent.
n n n
into fourth grade. He went
John retired from Carls- low.
All schools and the Dis- bad Unified after eight years
n n n
to Oso Grande Elementrict office will be closed for through 2012 as SuperinLadera Ranch High
tary School, Ladera Middle
winter recess from Monday tendent, and has opened his School students attend
School, then Tesoro High
December 21st classes open- own consulting company.
either Tesero or San Juan
School.
th
ing on Monday January 4 . The CUSD will be searchHills High School. Both
He started playing tackle
n n n
football in Riverside in third
ing for a permanent person school Football teams are
The November election for this position.
ranked in the Top Ten,
grade after three seasons of
has no CUSD position open.
Tesoro being number 5 and flag football.
n n n
Next year we will have
San Juan Hills at 10th. The
When he moved to LadThe Orange County
some candidates up for elec- Academy of Science and
cross town rivalry match
era, he played five seasons
of football for Santa Margarita Pop Warner. He also
Dedicated to Skin Health and Quality Patient Care
played baseball in Ladera
Little League until seventh grade.
Graeden is a junior at
Tesoro High. He has played
football and ran track since
his freshman year. In his
Specializing in:
freshman year, he played
running back and quarterSkin, Hair and Nail Diseases
back.
Skin Cancer Detection and Treatment
On the freshman football
949.364.8411
team he was a co-captain
Advanced Acne Treatments
600 Corporate Drive, Suite 240
and was offensive player of
Ladera Ranch, CA 92694 (next to 24 Hr. Fitness)
®
®
Fax: 949.364.8511
the year.
Fillers, Botox , Dysport , Lasers, Products and Peels
He has been on the
Varsity
team since his
Call today to schedule your annual skin exam!
sophomore year and is now
www.LaderaDerm.com
playing running back.
Elizabeth V. Lener, M.D.
Diplomate, American Board
of Dermatology

Stephanie K. Fogelson, M.D.
Diplomate, American Board
of Dermatology

Catherine H. Lee, M.D.
Diplomate, American Board
of Dermatology

Jyoti P. Mundi, M.D., F.A.A.D.
Diplomate, American Board
of Dermatology
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He also plays defensive back and on
special teams (kickoff, kick return, and
punt return). He is
also on team council
as one of two juniors
voted by his teammates. In track, he
runs the 100, 200
and 4x100 relay.
Graeden’s goal
is to play football in
college. He is interested in two colleges: San Luis Obispo
and San Diego State.
Graeden is an
outstanding young
man destined for
future success.
n

n

n

Ladera Times
cessful New Year.
wishes a happy, safe, and
n n n
enjoyable Holiday Season
Ram Mukherji is a
and a happy and a sucformer Trustee of Tri-City

L.A. County Unified School
District and Past President
of Ladera Ranch Maintenance Corporation.

Home Grown Super Star
– Graeden Sharpe is shown
above carrying the football.
(Photo courtesy of Photographer www.Paulfgero.com)
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Monthly Real Estate Report by Cathie Berlin
Recent Sales Activty for Ladera Ranch (LR) and
Rancho Mission Viejo (RMV) – 30 Days Ending November 30, 2015*

Address

Beds Baths Sq Ft

Date
Closed

Days On
Market

List Price

Sold Price

Price Per
Sq Foot

32 Hinterland, LR
1
2
1100
11/6/15
52
$349,000
$332,500
$302
21 Garrison, LR
2
2
1251
11/6/15
131
$389,900
$389,900
$312
45 Wildflower, LR
2
2
1226 11/24/15
36
$419,000
$402,000
$328
6 Hinterland, LR
2
3
1350 11/10/15
69
$425,000
$412,500
$306
76 Garrison, LR
3
3
1500 11/23/15
19
$459,900
$448,000
$299
54 Three Vines, LR
3
3
1346 11/10/15
59
$449,000
$449,000
$334
101 Chadron, LR
3
3
1511 11/12/15
58
$450,000
$452,000
$299
31 Amesbury, LR
2
3
1400 11/18/15
40
$475,000
$475,000
$339
11 Three Vines, LR
3
3
1553 11/30/15
93
$507,000
$502,000
$323
12 Leffington, LR
3
3
1800 10/30/15
142
$540,000
$520,000
$289
1 Paddock, LR
3
3
1812 11/25/15
215
$522,500
$522,500
$288
78 Orange Blossom, LR
3
3
1700 11/14/15
43
$525,000
$525,000
$309
2 Passaflora, LR
3
3
2030 11/23/15
14
$585,000
$575,000
$283
14 Rinehart, LR
3
4
1736 11/23/15
53
$579,900
$579,900
$334
11 Oatfield Farm, LR
3
3
1610
11/2/15
109
$589,000
$595,000
$370
2 Surrey Farm, LR
3
3
1800
11/6/15
124
$619,900
$624,000
$347
49 Potters Bend, LR
3
3
1825 11/23/15
11
$649,900
$630,000
$345
16 Salvatore, LR
3
2
2930 11/18/15
207
$645,000
$635,000
$217
22 Fieldhouse, LR
3
3
1729
11/5/15
50
$659,900
$635,000
$367
102 Main, LR
4
3
1900 11/17/15
35
$659,999
$655,000
$345
17 Allbrook, LR
4
3
2080
11/4/15
111
$700,000
$665,000
$320
20 Cerner, LR
4
3
2100 10/30/15
33
$755,000
$729,000
$347
28 Bramford, LR
3
3
1800 11/12/15
30
$735,000
$735,000
$408
29851 Sienna, LR
4
4
3634 11/25/15
140
$970,800
$756,000
$208
37 Reston, LR
4
3
2228 11/19/15
116
$765,000
$765,000
$343
48 La Salle, LR
4
3
2300 11/13/15
99
$799,000
$780,000
$339
1 Clawson, LR
3
3
2400 11/20/15
87
$818,000
$816,500
$340
15 Tudor, LR
4
3
2567 11/20/15
4
$839,000
$851,000
$332
34 Baudin, LR
4
3
2461
11/5/15
59
$915,000
$870,675
$354
3 Tango, LR
5
4
3000 11/13/15
38
$974,000
$950,000
$317
3 Illuminata, LR
5
5
4169 11/13/15
36
$1,249,900
$1,250,000
$300
11 Merrill Hill, LR
5
5
4000 11/17/15
43
$1,350,000
$1,297,312
$324
79 Bell Pasture, LR
5
5
5786 10/30/15
115
$3,490,000
$3,100,000
$536
35 Hoya, RMV
2
2
1308 11/18/15
90
$486,500
$465,000
$356
26 Adelfa, RMV
2
3
1557 11/20/15
118
$485,000
$475,000
$305
32 Rollizo, RMV
4
4
1803 10/30/15
13
$617,335
$626,108
$347
											
Based on information from the Association of Realtors/Muliple listing as of 11/30/2015 and/or other sources. MLS
data is deemed reliable but not guaranteed accurate by the MLS. The Broker/Agent providing the information contained herein may or may not have been the listing agent.
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Be Informed about FHA Loans in Ladera Ranch
by Cathie Berlin,
Real Estate Editor
FHA and government
backed loans have been made
by lenders in Ladera Ranch
for more than 10 years, but
HUD has recently said that
these type governmentbacked loans are no longer
authorized where there are
required private transfer fees,
such as the Ladera Ranch
community enhancement fee.
The community
enhancement fee is collected
each time a property is sold
in Ladera Ranch, and the
amount is .25% of 1% of the
sales price. This means FHA
loans are not an option for
detached single family homes
or attached homes.
According to HUD

(Department of Housing and
Urban Development) the
lifestyle fee or community
enhancement fee is a
recorded covenant running
with the land obligation of
the sellers.
Payment of this fee
obligation is according to
a recorded covenant and
cannot be avoided.
HUD representatives
have stated recently that:
"Ladera Ranch is one
of many master planned
communities where
mandatory private transfer
or other transfer fees
are required upon each
conveyance of the property."
This includes singlefamily dwellings,
townhouses, PUD’s and

condos. Per the regulation at
203.41, private transfer fees
or other transfer fees are not
authorized.
This rule was put into
place in 1994 and, according
to HUD, the "requirements
of the rule are still
applicable."
So despite HUD not
enforcing its own regulation
after more than 10 years in
Ladera Ranch, such purchase
money loans will no longer
be insured or purchased by
HUD. And, unless HUD
changes it mind about
declining to authorize loans
where private transfer fees
are required, FHA mortgage
insurance will no longer be
available.
So what this means if you

in the market to purchase a
home in Ladera Ranch and
wanted to obtain an FHA
insured loan, you will need
to talk with your lender and
look at alternative types of
financing.
The beauty of FHA
financing for buyers and
sellers, is the minimum
downpayment is 3.5% and
the downpayment could be a
gift from a parent, which is
one of the many advantages
of FHA financing. But now
that FHA backed loans are
not an option in Ladera
Ranch buyers will have to
come up with a larger down
payment or extend their
home search to communities
that have FHA financing.
(continued on next page)
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Stearns Questions Need for Communuity Center
Op-Ed by Todd Stearns, Member
Ladera Ranch Civic Council

I’ve been following
this proposed Ladera
“community center” with a
great deal of interest since
the concept was announced
several months ago.
If you read nothing
further, read this: The
community center” is
really a front for by our
management company to
have us build them a $10
million facility to house all
of their staff under one roof.
So let’s call it what it is:
the First Residential office
building.

Todd Stearn, Member LRCC

If you don’t believe me,
ask (LARMAC) for a copy
of the architectural drawing
it had commissioned (and
we paid for).
 	 This concept is
supposedly being driven by
the LARMAC and LARCS
boards and an ad-hoc
committee of four people
appointed by them. But
consider the following:
l Neither board has
(continued from previous page)
actually voted to support the
Last year there were
exploration of a building
approximately 40 homes in
l Some people claim
Ladera Ranch that used FHA that Ladera “wants” this,
financing which was a little
but there is no evidence to
less than 10% of the homes
prove it
that closed escrow.
l No one has been able
If you have any
to answer the question what
questions or would like
“needs” a new structure
more info about selling or
would fulfill not being met
buying real estate, please
by our current facilities
feel free to contact me at
l Any facility would
949-291-1959, or email me
be voted by on a referendum
at: cathieberlin@cox.
utilizing our current voting
net, or contact any Realtor© structure – one that saw the
of your choosing, including
developer (one person) cast
one of the several advertising 47% of the votes in the most
their services in Ladera
recent election
Times. You can also find me
l LARMAC plans to
on Facebook at: Ladera
borrow the money for a new
Ranch Homes-Cathie. structure from LARCS and

FHA Rules
Different
In Ladera
Ranch

that is not what LARCS
money is supposed to be for
 	 We need to be careful
here not to put the cart
before the horse. The
conversation went straight
to a community center
without a careful analysis
of needs, wants and
alternatives.
First of all, do we
need anything? If we do,
could we modify current
structures without impact to
other very popular amenities
(like the dog park)?
Currently, First
Residential staff is spread
out among several of our
clubhouses and they have
stated they would like to
have everyone under one
roof.
Well, I’m sure they
would. But the fact is, we
currently provide very
excellent facilities for them
to manage us. If they want
something else, they should
pay for it themselves,
obviously.
Someone from their
staff said that their service
to us would improve with
everyone under one roof.
That is propaganda if ever
I heard it. They should
be lucky we pay them so
much money to manage
our community because
we can always find another
management company –
probably one that would
not be trying to advance its
interests over the real needs
of the community.
Some people have
said that Ladera wants a
community center. I agree,
it sounds cool. That is, until

you figure out how much
it’s going to cost. Interest
quickly evaporates since we
already pay so much to live
here.
So, Ladera wants
it? Prove it! Conduct a
statistically relevant online survey and find out for
sure. Seems logical right?
It should have been the first
step in the process.
By the way, make sure
you attach cost estimates to
that survey, tell everyone
the dog park is going bye
bye and that staff offices
will take up the majority of
space. Because that is the
real story.
Most of us who have
lived here a long time have
only attended a handful
of events at any of the
clubhouses. The reality is
that the majority of residents
do not use the current
facilities and have no need
for another structure.
I would like to see a
real “community center” get
a fair shake. Since neither
board has actually voted
to pursue this project, I
can only assume that First
Residential is really driving
this, for obvious reasons.
LARMAC and LARCS
need to wrestle away control
from the management
company and apply the
brakes. Only then can they
assemble a chronology that
makes sense: Conduct a
thorough survey, overall
the voting process and
remove management offices
from consideration. Ladera
doesn’t want or need
another office building.
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Ladera Sports Center
Tops Out, Laderians
Anxious for Opening

Page 33

by Amy Spurgeon-Hoffman, Media
Partner, RanchoPostGazette.com

It's Official

Gelson's To Purchase
Haggen Supermarket
In Mercantile West
Gelson's Markets has
won final approval to buy
six Haggen grocery stores in
Southern California, including
the Ladera Ranch supermarket
in Mercantile West Shopping
Center, purchased less than a
year ago by Haggen.
"Our goal is to retain as
many local Haggen workers
as possible while also giving
opportunities to existing
Gelson's employees, as well
as others who wish to join the
Gelson's family," said Gelson's
President and CEO, Rob

McDougall.
"We're excited to become
part of these communities, a
process that may take time
in order to customize stores
for each neighborhood," said
McDougall.
Haggen filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy this past
September, less than a year
after it purchased over 100
Pavilions/Vons supermarkets.
Ladera consumers complained
that the prices at the
local Haggen store were
substantially higher than they

were used to paying at the
former Pavilions store, which
should serve as a cautionary
tale for Gelson's to consider.
Gelson's anticipates
closing on the stores late this
year and plans to relaunch its
purchased stores early next
year under its own brand
with initial improvements
to product selection and
merchandising, followed
several months later by
redesign and construction.
Existing pharmacies
will remain open during the
transition. In addition to the
newly acquired locations,
Gelson's is on track to open
store in Rancho Mission Viejo.
Founded in 1951,
Gelson's currently operates 18
full-service specialty grocery
stores in Southern California.
Each Gelson's Market
features today's traditional

supermarket, with the local
flavor of a neighborhood
market.
"Our high standards – for
quality, value and freshness;
unsurpassed service; and
attention to detail – define the
ultimate grocery shopping
experience," said Mr.
McDougall.
"With over 60 years
of experience, Gelson's inhouse experts know Southern
California's lifestyle and are
driven to find only the best
foods and exclusive values for
their customers," he continued.
"This experience is
rounded out by professionally
designed floral arrangements,
and a convenient selection of
the highest quality grocery
items."
For more information
about Gelson’s Market, visit
www.gelsons.com.

The visionaries of our
community's new massive
state-of-the-art $35 million
solar powered Ladera Sports
Center opening next summer
want you to “Get ready to
get your game on.”
“This is crazy,” beamed
Jameel Mahmud, V.P at
Team Nikos Basketball
Academy and longtime
friend and partner with
the future facilities CEO
Steve Williams. Steve
teamed up with Laderian H.
Michael Schwartz, Ladera
Sports Center Founder and
CEO of SmartStop Asset
Management LLC, to make
their dream a reality. “It
started with, ‘Wouldn’t a
gym be nice?’”
Area VIPs and youth
players turned out for the
symbolic “Topping Out
Ceremony” on November
12 to watch workers steadily
lower the last massive white

steel beam onto the bare
structure at approximately
4:45 pm at the center’s
Terrace Road construction
site behind 24-Hour
Fitness. Area athletes and
community members signed
the beam with a sharpie to
mark the historic occasion.
Steve is shown above,
right receiving a Certificate
of Reference from a staff
member of OC 5th District
Supervisor Lisa Barrett.
He addressed the
crowd earlier to give

facility highlights where
two prominent OC youth
basketball programs will
call home – Team Nikos
Basketball Academy (Nikos
players show below) and
Ladera Ranch National
Junior Basketball (LRNJB).
Both organizations
signed long-term agreements
to have the facility be the’
home for all its leagues and
teams.
The sprawling complex
is housed on the last
available land approved

for development in Ladera
Ranch.
"The Ladera Sports
Center will be one of
the most technologically
advanced sports facilities in
California once completed,"
said Steve. “One feature
that makes it stand out is
the online video streaming
that enables people to watch
games or practices on their
mobile phones, tablets or
computers."
The over 120,000square-foot complex is
being built on four acres
on Terrace Road near the
intersection of Crown
Valley Parkway and Antonio
Parkway in Ladera Ranch.
The project will include
a private fitness center,
230 self-storage units and
16,000+ square feet of office
space for SmartStop Asset
Management, who Michael
designed, financed and is
developing.
(Go to www.
LaderaTimes.com for
the full story.)
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2015 South County Veterans Summit
On November 6, as
the nation was preparing
to celebrate Veterans Day
the following week, I had
the pleasure of hosting my
inaugural South County
Veterans Summit at
Saddleback College.
As my goal was to
reach and connect with
veterans in our community,
the theme for the 2015
South County Veterans
Summit was “Connect and

Succeed!”
Partnering with me
to host the South County
Veterans Summit were
OC Community Services,
which includes the OC
Veterans Service Office and
OC Workforce Investment
Board, as well as the OC
Veterans Advisory Council,
2-1-1 Orange County, and
Saddleback College.
The focus of the
Veterans Summit was

a presentation of a new
study commissioned by
the County, titled “South
Orange County Veterans
Report”.
As South County’s
economic vitality directly
benefits our veterans in
their transition to civilian
life after their service to
our country, this Report
addressed the attributes
of South County veterans
and employers, education

(Dates are subject to change)
Issue

News and Advertising Deadline

Date Delivered

January 2016
February 2016

Wednesday, December 23
Wednesday, January 20

Thursday, December 31
Thursday, January 28

March 2016
April 2016
May 2016
June 2016

Wednesday, February 24
Wednesday, March 24
Wednesday, April 21
Wednesday, May 25

Thursday, March 3
Thursday, March 31
Thuesday, April 28
Thursday, June 2

July 2016
August 2016
September 2016
October 2016

Wednesday, June 22
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and access, and nonprofits
providing veteran services.
In addition to the
Veterans Report, I was
pleased to provide attendees
with the newly updated
County of Orange Veterans
Resource Directory,
featuring information on the
many services available to
veterans and their families
in Orange County.
The 2015 Veterans
Summit also included a
Resource Expo, connecting
veterans with traditional
basic need and support
services, including
numerous booths for
employers and militarysupport organizations to
engage and assist our South
County veterans.
Additionally, the
Resource Expo featured
a series of breakout
sessions, providing valuable
information on accessing
VA benefits, as well as
transitioning veterans to
employment and education.
As your Orange
County Supervisor, please
be assured that I will
continue my efforts to best
serve our region’s veterans,
to whom we owe an
enormous debt of thanks.
For more information
on the South County
Veterans Report or the
Orange County Veterans
Resource Directory,
please contact my office at
(714) 834-3550 or Lisa.
Bartlett@ocgov.com.
To receive my weekly
e-newsletter, providing
the latest County news
and Fifth District event
information, please visit my
website at www.ocgov.
com/gov/bos/5.
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MARKETPLACE DIRECTORY
KC Mitchell 949-554-3737

OC Handyman Services
$79 1-Hr Small Repair

$55 Each Additional Hour

Handyman Special
Ed Mac Handyman/Owner
Ladera Ranch Resident
Fully Licensed
No Job Too Small
I Can Fix Almost Anything

$

5 OFF FIRST SERVICE

The holiday season
is upon us, and many pet
parents plan to include their
furry companions in the
festivities. As you gear up
for the holidays, it is important to try to keep your pet's
eating and exercise habits as
close to their normal routine
as possible.
Also, please be sure
to steer pets clear of the
following unhealthy treats,
toxic plants and dangerous
decorations.

fertilizers that can cause
stomach upset—from
spilling. Stagnant tree water is a breeding ground
for bacteria, and your pet
Oh, Christmas
could end up with nauTree: Securely anchor
sea or diarrhea should he
your Christmas tree so
imbibe.
it doesn't tip and fall,
Avoid Mistletoe
causing possible injury
&
Holly:
Holly, when
to your pet. This will
ingested, can cause pets
also prevent the tree
water, which may contain to suffer nausea, vomiting

and diarrhea.
Mistletoe can cause
gastrointestinal upset and
cardiovascular problems.
And many varieties of
lilies can cause kidney
failure in cats if ingested.
Opt for just-as-jolly
artificial plants made
from silk or plastic, or
choose a pet-safe bouquet.

Pamper Your Pet with Our
Ultimate Pet Spa Treatments

Dr. Angele Sumpter, DVM
Dr. Louis Mauna, DVM

For Pricing and Scheduling, Please Visit

(one coupon per family)
Not valid with any other
offers or discounts.
Expires 12/31/15

All Baths Include:
Ear Cleaning, Nail Trim,
Anal Gland Expression
& Full Brush-Out.
Must be current on vaccines.
Not valid with any other offers or
discounts. Expires 12/31/15

949/347-6803
www.laderavet.vetsuite.com
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Run Your Ad in this Spot & Reach 40,000
Readers each month for only
$100 per Month. Call

A Full Service, State-of-the-Art
Veterinary Hospital
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OrangeCountyHandymanServices.com
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Run Your Ad in this Spot & Reach 40,000
Readers each month for only
$100 per Month. Call

Tinsel-less Town:
Kitties love this sparkly,
light-catching "toy" that's
easy to bat around and
carry in their mouths.
But a nibble can lead to a
swallow, which can lead
to an obstructed digestive
tract, severe vomiting,
dehydration and possible surgery. It's best
to brighten your boughs
with something other than
tinsel.
That Holiday Glow:
Don't leave lighted
candles unattended. Pets
may burn themselves or
cause a fire if they knock
candles over. Be sure to
use appropriate candle
holders, placed on a
stable surface. And if you
leave the room, put the
candle out!
Wired Up: Keep
wires, batteries and glass
or plastic ornaments out
of paws' reach. A wire
can deliver a potentially
lethal electrical shock and
a punctured battery can
cause burns to the mouth
and esophagus, while
shards of breakable ornaments can damage your
pet's mouth and digestive
tract.
Skip the Sweets: By
now you know not to feed
your pets chocolate and
anything sweetened with
xylitol, but do you know
the lengths to which an
enterprising pet will go
to chomp on something
yummy? Make sure to

(continued on next page)
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Ladera Champions – The Girls U-10 Division
are the Ladera Ranch AYSO Region Championship
for 2015. The young ladies went into the finals
undefeated and only lost 1 game all season. They
are moving on to represent Ladera Ranch in the Area
11L Tournament of Championships in December.
The Ladera Times wants to congratulate them and
(continued from previous page)

keep your pets away from
the table and unattended
plates of food, and be sure
to secure the lids on garbage
cans.
Leave the Leftovers:
Fatty, spicy and no-no
human foods, as well as
bones, should not be fed to
your furry friends. Pets can
join the festivities in other
fun ways that won't lead to
costly medical bills.
Careful with Cocktails:
If your celebration includes
adult holiday beverages, be
sure to place your unattended alcoholic drinks
where pets cannot get to

them. If ingested, your pet
could become weak, ill and
may even go into a coma,
possibly resulting in death
from respiratory failure.
Selecting Special
Treats: Looking to stuff
your pet's stockings? Stick
with chew toys that are
basically indestructible,
Kongs that can be stuffed
with healthy foods or chew
treats that are designed to be
safely digestible.
Long, stringy things
are a feline's dream, but the
most risky toys for cats involve ribbon, yarn and loose
little parts that can get stuck
in the intestines, often ne-

December 2015

wish them luck at the next level. Team members are
shown, L-R: Mirayna Navarro, Audrey Beardslee,
Eden Aimer, Alexandria Hatter, Danika Robertson,
Reilly Brown, Coach Lacy Sly, Caroline Bartlett, Ella
Dinnie, Isabella Sage, Kayla Helmle, Corah Breiter,
Lauren Haddock. We'll report on the team's progress
in the January issue.
cessitating surgery. Surprise
kitty with a new ball that's
too big to swallow, a stuffed
catnip toy or the interactive
cat dancer.
House Rules: If your
animal-loving guests would
like to give your pets a little
extra attention and exercise
while you're busy tending to
the party, ask them to feel
free to start a nice play or
petting session.
Put the Meds Away:
Make sure all of your medications are locked behind
secure doors, and be sure to
tell your guests to keep their
meds zipped up and packed
away, too.

A Room of Their Own:
Give your pet his own quiet
space to retreat to—complete with fresh water and a
place to snuggle. Shy pups
and cats might want to hide
out under a piece of furniture, in their carrying case
or in a separate room away
from the hubbub.
New Year's Noise:
As you count down to the
new year, please keep in
mind that strings of thrown
confetti can get lodged in a
cat's intestines, if ingested,
perhaps necessitating surgery. Noisy poppers can terrify pets and cause possible
damage to sensitive ears.
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