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Step One 

Learn the Tune! 
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Step Two 

Learn the Chord Roots! 
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Step Three 

Improvise Rhythmically  
on the Chord Roots 
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Step Four 

Improvise Rhythmically 
on the Harmonic Progression 
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Voice Leading for  
Improvisation Activities 
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Step Five 

Improvise on the  
Harmonic Progression  

using chord tones  
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Exercise 5a.  
Predetermined chord tones and rhythms 
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Transcribed Example



Exercise 5b. 
Predetermined chord tones with improvised rhythms 
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Exercise 5c. 
Improvised chord tones with predetermined rhythm 
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Exercise 5d. 
Improvised chord tones and improvised rhythms 
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Three Minute Warm Up 

1.  The tune 
2.  The bass line 
3.  Predetermined chord tones and rhythm 
4.  Predetermined chord tones with improvised 

rhythms 
5.  Improvised chord tones with predetermined 

rhythm 
6.  Improvised chord tones and improvised 

rhythms © pds4me.com 



Step Six 

Improvise on the  
Harmonic Progression  

adding non-chord tones 
(passing tones, neighbor tones and chromatics) 
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Exercise 6a. – Passing Tones 
Improvised note choices and improvised rhythms 
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Exercise 6b. – Chromatic Tones 
Improvised note choices and improvised rhythms 
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