PPL 329 Economic Geographies of Globalization
Spring 2019
Lott 113

Tue-Thu 2.30-3.45
Dr. Christian Sellar

Assistant Professor of Public Policy Leadership

csellar@olemiss.edu
[image: image1.jpg]



G-Econ (Geographically based Economic data) is a Yale project mapping the location of economic activity( http://gecon.yale.edu/) 
Course Focus and Goals:

This course focuses on contemporary economic geographies of internationalization and globalization. It is designed to act in synergy with PPL 328 the Corporation and Public Policy. PPL 328 analyzes the tensions between governments and corporations, and especially the conflict between increasingly globalized corporations, and regulatory policies largely confined to national boundaries. This course deepens the analysis of economic globalization by providing a more nuanced understanding of the social and economic spaces produced by the interactions of regulatory policies and economic actors. It also provides the foundational concepts of economic geography.

By the time you finish this course, you should be able to:
1) Understand why economic globalization matters for policy makers, i.e., survey some of the policy areas more directly affected by economic globalization;
2) Analyze what the ‘global’ space is by deconstructing concepts of ‘space’ and ‘spatial relationships.’ Economic activity does not occur in a vacuum: it involves concrete people and places, and it is affected by historical trends, and localized networks. Moreover, the institutions producing economic policies are both affected and constrained by the specificity of ‘place.’ 
3) Discuss concepts and tools of economic geography, the discipline that studies economic activity in space, and especially value chains, production networks, clusters, etc.
4) Produce policy analyses that take into account space and spatial relations.
Evaluation:

1) Midterm Exam 
20%
2) Final Exam

20%       
3) Participation 
30%
4) Research paper
30%
Grading:

Midterm exam: a combination of short essays, it assesses students’ knowledge of the theoretical debates concerning space and the economy

Final exam (not cumulative): structured like the midterm, it evaluates students’ skills in using geographical tools to understand globalization

In class exercises: For most weeks, you will be asked to turn in questions on your readings. Other in class exercises will include short tests, or role playing exercises in which students will be asked to produce one-page policy memos that respond to specific scenarios of economic globalization. These will receive a pass/fail grade (partial or no points will be awarded for exercises executed carelessly). Together, these exercises will be used to evaluate your attendance and participation. So do not skip classes or miss homework. I will NOT allow to make up for missing homework, especially towards the end of the semester.
Policy memo: Students will produce a ten-page policy memo on a topic/issue of their choosing. These projects will be developed in four stages and will require that students work on these throughout the semester, integrating elements from the courses, finding specific data/information, preparing drafts, and revising your writing. Instructions at the end of this syllabus.
Possible changes in the syllabus.
Textbook: 
Harvey, D. (2005) A Brief History of Neoliberalism Oxford, Oxford University Press

Further readings provided on blackboard or photocopies.
Grading Scale

	A +
	97-100
	
	C+: 
	77-79%

	A:  
	94-100% 
	
	C:
	74-76%

	A-:
	90-93%
	
	C-
	70-73

	B+:
	87-89% 
	
	D:
	60-69%

	B:
	84-86%
	
	F:
	Below 60%

	B-:
	80-83%
	
	
	


Grading standards

A range: the task has been fully completed, bringing new and original insights to the work. Basically, you need to go beyond what is expected in the assignment. The A range will be graded on a curve, comparing A level works in each given assignment.

B range: an upper B grade corresponds to a perfect execution of the task assigned (consisting of a combination of style and fulfillment of instructions, as well as persuasiveness when needed). A low level B means there are some minor areas of improvement in the execution of the task.

C range: various levels of imperfection in style, fulfillment of instructions, or persuasiveness (for example, student writes a good paper, but uses a smaller amount of sources than required, or uses sources not appropriate to the level of the assignment).

D: Obvious deficiencies in understanding the assignment, highly problematic stylistic choices.

F: Student did not carry on the assignment as requested

Attendance and other Policies:

The University requires instructors to verify the attendance/participation of students in ALL courses within the first two weeks of the semesters. Formal verification of student attendance/participation will be done in the second week of classes.

In this class, attendance is mandatory throughout the semester. Homework assignments will count as verification. Unjustified continuous absence for more than two weeks will result in an F grade at the end of class. Cumulative unjustified absence for more than eight classes (30% of class) will result in an F grade.

‘Unjustified absence’ is an absence without previous agreement with the instructor via email, phone or other means.

Unjustified late assignments (except homework) are not accepted. “Unjustified late assignment” is an assignment turned in after the deadline without previous consent of the instructor. Late homework are NOT accepted. Instead, students will be able to miss up to 4 homework with no penalty.
Queries on grades may result in a lower grade.

Honor code applies.

COURSE OVERVIEW

What is Economic Geography?

Economic geography is one of the sub-disciplines of human geography. Overall, human geography is the study of the interactions between humans and their environment. Economic geography focuses on a the specific interactions aimed at the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. It is different from economics. Economics is concerned with the general rules that govern the interactions between production and consumption. Economic geography is concerned with the interactions of production and consumption in specific places and across the surface of Earth. Therefore, ‘economy across spaces’ is the subject matter of economic geography. It is also an ancient discipline. Therefore, its meaning has shifted over time. Thirty or forty years ago, economic and other human geographers chose to study tangible patterns of human activity in space; they developed statistical models attempting to explain the rules that determined, for example, the location of certain industries or specific agricultural products. Today, economic geography is much more interested in historical patterns and ‘meaning.’ Today economic geographers look at how historical trends and institutions affect differences between people and places, and how these determine different trajectories of development and different types of economic networks. For example, in certain regions of Italy the specific role of a certain family structure and professional tradition favored the growth of small scale, traditional industries such as clothing and footwear. Instead, in California different institutions and a different social setting favored the growth of high tech industries. In sum, economic geographers look at the ways in which broadly defined social life affects the ‘economy’ and how these issues are different in different places.
When? 

Geographers focus on the contemporary world. However, because social life is shaped by the various histories of each social group, a certain historical perspective is necessary. In this class, the ‘contemporary world’ is considered to be the world after 1989. In 1989, the Soviet Union began to collapse, and since then socialist planned economies began to be dismantled. This meant that the economies of the whole world became progressively more capitalist and interconnected, and this reflected changes in politics, societies and cultures. These inter-related changes, or ‘globalization,’ will be the focus of this class. Therefore, we will be looking at how place-specific economic geographies change as a consequence of globalization.
Who?

Any science needs units of analysis, i.e. ‘building blocs’ that allow separating the object of study into small and manageable parts, upon which to build the analysis. In this class, three basic units of analysis will be considered: the capitalist firm, the region, and state institutions. The firm is the basic unit to understand economic change and economic globalization; state institutions shape the ways in which firms can interact; and the region is the spatial unit where firms and institutions interact more directly
Why? 
Leadership through policies does affect the ways in which firms interact and the trajectories of economic development. However, the influence of policies on the economy is never linear, and the results are often unexpected and difficult to grasp. Moreover, the impact of policies is place specific: the same policy may have very different consequences in different places and different times. Economic geography provides some analytical tools to grasp the specificity of places and deal with complexity of the interactions among economic actors.
How?
This class is divided in two parts. The first part presents case studies of policy areas heavily affected by economic globalization, focusing on the diffusion of, and challenges to, neoliberal policies. The second analyzes how economic geography contributes to the understanding of economic globalization. First, it discusses different theories of space and the economy. Theories are ‘conceptual maps’ that guide our understanding of the world. Different theoretical assumptions result often in different findings and interpretations of the world. Therefore, different ways of conceptualizing ‘the economy,’ as well as ‘space,’ result in different ways of looking at economic geography. Then, this part of the course analyzes tools and concepts of economic geography, the science of economic activity in space. In doing so, it builds upon Peter Dicken’s work, one of the modern classics of economic geography. Finally, it applies these tools looking at industry-specific case studies. 
DRAFT SCHEDULE

Section 1 the mutual influence of policies and globalization

Part 1.1 Neoliberalism

Week 1

Tuesday Jan 22
Introduction – structure, expectations, exercise (NPR on containers/debt crisis)

Thursday Jan 24
Harvey, D. A Brief History of Neoliberalism Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2005

Chapter 1 Freedom’s just another word

Week 2

Tue Jan 29
In class reading and essay writing.
Please read Krugman Debunking the Reagan Myth, New York Times Jan 21, 2008 http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/21/opinion/21krugman.html?_r=0
Watch documentary “Supply-Side Economics & the Reagan Years: Deregulation, Money Controls, Foreign Trade (1992)” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jt7cvWrdT3Y 

Watch Reagan’s Address to the Nation on the Economy 2/5/81 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8cF2S4QO_w
Write a three page essay describing Reagan’s economic policies and what is contested about it

You will be evaluated on your knowledge of the article and videos, not on your previous knowledge
Thu Jan 31
Chapter 2 The construction of Consent

Week 3

Tue Feb 5
Deepen Chapter 2
Thu Feb 7
Chapter 3 The Neoliberal State

Week 4

Tue Feb 12
Deepen chapter 3
Thu Feb 14
Chapter 4 Uneven Geographical developments

Week 5
Tue Feb 19
Horesh, N., & Lim, K. F. (2017). China: an East Asian alternative to neoliberalism?. The Pacific Review, 30(4), 425-442.
Lim, K. F. (2014). ‘Socialism with Chinese characteristics’ Uneven development, variegated neoliberalization and the dialectical differentiation of state spatiality. Progress in Human Geography, 38(2), 221-247. (instead of Harvey Ch 5)
Thu Feb 21
Harvey Chapter 6 Neoliberalism on trial

Week 6
Tue Feb 26
Complete Harvey

Thu Feb 28

RESEARCH STEP 1
In class discussion: How to Write a Policy Memo?
Complete Harvey – in class essay
Week 7
Tue March 5
Exam Prep
Thu March 7
MIDTERM EXAM

MARCH 9-17 SPRING BREAK

Part 1.2 Trade policies
Week 8

Tue March 19

Krugman P. (1994) Fight over Competitiveness: A Zero-Sum Debate Foreign Affairs 73 3

Turow, L. (1994) Microchip, not potato chip Foreign Affairs 73 4

Thu March 21
Krugman P (1996) Krugman P. (1996) Pop Internationalism Boston, MIT Press, Chapter 1 Competitveness a dangerous obsession; Chapter 6 Myth and realities of US competitveness
Part 1.3 Economic crises
Week 9

Tue March 26
Krugman, P. (2008) The Return of Depression Economics and the Crisis of 2008
Introduction

Chapter 9 The Sum of All fears
RESEARCH STEP 2 DUE ON MARCH 26 

This is your only chance to receive feedback
Thu March 28

Hadjimichalis, C. (2011) Uneven geographical development and socio-spatial justice and solidarity: European regions after the 2009 financial crisis European Urban and Regional Studies vol. 18 no. 3 254-274
April 2-7 - PROFESSOR AWAY AT CONFERENCE – watch film Commanding heights
Part 1.4 A post Neoliberal world after 2008?

Week 10
Tuesday April 8
Yates, J. S., & Bakker, K. (2013). Debating the ‘post-neoliberal turn’in Latin America. Progress in Human Geography, 0309132513500372.
Thursday April 11
Werner, M., Bair, J., & Fernández, V. R. (2014). Linking Up to Development? Global Value Chains and the Making of a Post‐Washington Consensus. Development and Change, 45(6), 1219-1247.
Week11

Tuesday April 16
Gereffi, G. 2014. “Global Value Chains in a Post-Washington Consensus World.” Review of International Political Economy 21 (1): 9–37. doi:10.1080/09692290.2012.756414.
Thursday April 18

Green, J., & Lavery, S. (2018). After neoliberalisation? Monetary indiscipline, crisis and the state. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 43(1), 79-94.

Week 12

Tue Apr 23
Exam prep
Thu Apr 25
EXAM
Week 13
Tue April 30
RESEARCH SUPPORT LECTURE class will take place in Library classroom 106E – librarian Cecilia Parks will instruct on the use of library resources
Thu May2
Concluding remarks
Final exam Tuesday May 7 4 pm
POLICY MEMO : Economic globalization and the United States
PPL students: this research paper builds upon what you have learned in PPL 101, and especially in Kraft Furlong, Public Policy. Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives, Washington, CQ Press, 2007. Part 2 ‘Analyzing Public Policy’ pp92-179

STEP 1. In class exercise: discussion about how to write a policy paper
STEP 2. Choose the broad issue you want to research. Your research topic MUST FOCUS ON how the United States government (federal government, but also state government, or specific agencies) deals with economic globalization.

 Examples of possible research topics include (but are not limited to) US trade policies towards certain areas or sectors (e.g. ‘Africa,’ or ‘textile’), tax and custom policies, import/export regulations in specific sectors. You can also research specific industries: for example, the domestic consequences of the globalization of the textile industry. Tip: a successful paper will identify a clear policy problem. For example, in the textile industry there is a clear struggle between groups who benefit from its globalization, and groups that do not; therefore, any U.S. policy must solve the problem of compromising between fiercely opposing interests.

Please write a three page report defining A) the broad area you will investigate and  B) the policy problem and the reasons why it is important. Papers should quote an appropriate number of sources (at least five) and display statistical data where it is possible.
The following websites contain useful information on various aspects of the global economy. Please use them to gather  ideas on a possible topic
Websites on the global economy (some of the links may not be active)

Information about corporations: http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/richard.robbins/legacy/corporate_resources.htm 

Economic crisis, world governance, corporations, NGOs http://faculty.washington.edu/sparke/resources.htm 

Media often covering economic issues (emphasis on international media, to get a broader perspective):

New York Times http://www.nytimes.com/
Financial times http://www.ft.com/home/uk 
TVRadio World: http://www.tvradioworld.com/Stations_on_the_Web/default.asp
BBC One TV: http://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/
BBC Radio – BBC World Service: http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/
Radio Canada International  www.rcinet.ca
Radio Free Europe Radio Liberty http://www.rferl.org/
Moscow Times http://www.themoscowtimes.com/index.php
People’s Daily (China) http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/
China Daily http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/
The times of India http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/  

Africa News http://www.africanews.com/ 

STEP 3 (Final Paper)
Investigate the various kinds of policy proposals that think tanks and advocacy groups put forward to solve the policy problem. Assess the policy options and explain which option the US chose and why. Prepare a ten page policy analysis that merges a revised version of step 2 (basically, you need to incorporate my comments) with new research that A) discusses the various policy options; B) describes the chosen policy and why the U.S. chose it; C) assesses the success of the policy by looking at evaluations and/or statistics 

US economic and trade policies
US trade representative: http://www.ustr.gov/
US Department of State – trade policy programs http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/
International trade administration (part of the Department of Commerce) http://www.trade.gov/about.asp
US Department of Commerce http://www.commerce.gov/
Statistics on foreign trade: http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/index.html
US Trade and Development Agency http://www.ustda.gov/
US International Trade Commission http://www.usitc.gov/
Foreign Agricultural Service http://www.fas.usda.gov/ustrade.asp 

Department of  the Treasury – US economic policy http://www.ustreas.gov/offices/economic-policy/
Mississippi Economic Policy Center http://www.mepconline.org/index.php 

Mississippi Department of Economic and Community Development http://www.mississippi.org/ 

Economic Development in Mississippi http://www.ms.gov/ms_sub_sub_template.jsp?Category_ID=23
State export Mississippi http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/ms.html
Think Tanks directory http://www.hks.harvard.edu/library/research/guides/think-tanks-directory.htm
Format of the final paper is as follows:
Cover
Table of contents
executive summary or abstract
introduction
background
context
policy options
policy chosen by the U.S.
evaluation
references.

