Medical Biology Syllabus 2017-2018
Mrs. Espinosa, Room P200
Class Motto “Work Hard. Be Nice”
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LITERATURE

" JUST THINK OF IT AS IF YOU'RE READING
A LONG TEXT- MESSAGE."




Class Overview

This year we will be learning all about Biology and Life Sciences and tie it into health pathway careers!  Our class will consist of homework, classwork, tests, quizzes, projects, labs, lecture, and hands-on activities.  All of our studies will connect to the healthcare/medical field. 
Required Materials

· Textbook: Biology by Prentice Hall (DragonFly on cover)
· Science Notebook (spiral notebook, the larger ones with full size paper are best)
· Composition Book—for bellwork, section summaries
· Index Cards (and a place to keep them—used for vocabulary flashcards)
· Writing Utensils—pen or pencil
· Highlighter

· Basic Calculator (with a square root button)

· Colored Pencils and/or crayons
· Access to internet and computer (may use school library if needed)

Absences

If you are absent, you are responsible for making up any missed work and class notes.   See a classmate for the class notes or check the website, www.EspinosaScience.com .  

All missed work due to an absence will be marked a zero until it is turned in.
Classroom Rules

All students are responsible for abiding by the Santiago rules during class.  These rules will be reviewed numerous times during class.  I have one specific classroom rule:
“Work Hard. Be Nice.”
All issues and conversations need to be held after class. You may also make an appointment to meet with Mrs. Espinosa before or after school or during Office Hours.  Class time is not the appropriate time to argue with the teacher.  If you have a problem with something that happens in class, wait until after class to talk to Mrs. Espinosa.  If you talk back or attempt to argue your case during class time you will receive a consequence for talking back regardless of what happened.
Cell Phones
Cell phones are not allowed out during most classtime.  If you bring one to class it must be in “Phone Jail”, a plastic box at your table.  It is to be kept in the box which will remain at your table, except during designated times (this will be gone over in detail during class—we use cell phones to take online quizzes, play review games, and research—but during lecture and other class times cell phones MUST be in the phone jails).  If a cell phone is being used or moved from the “phone jail” outside of a designated time the phone will be taken and placed in a locked drawer until the end of the class period and the student will receive an after school detention.  Santiago High School and its employees are not liable for missing or damaged cell phones--if you are not comfortable placing your phone in the “phone jail” then leave your phone at home.
Grading
Grades will be frequently updated and posted on Q.  You should check your grades and missing work online on a regular basis.  If you have any questions about your grade and/or assignments speak with Mrs. Espinosa as soon as possible…do NOT wait until report cards are due.
Late Work—late work is accepted for reduced credit.  Work may be turned in up until the day of the test.  There is NO EXCUSE for not passing this class!

All Tests and Quizzes (with the exception of the Quarter and Semester Exams) can be re-taken for a better grade…you get one re-take per quarter! CFA quizzes can be retaken as many times as needed.  There is NO EXCUSE for not passing this class!
Extra Credit—There are limited chances for ‘extra credit’ or bonus points throughout the year and they include: going above and beyond on any assignment which will earn a student “Exceeded Expectations” in the grade book and an extra 10% on that grade, “Post It Points”—if you win a review game, have the cleanest table after a lab, etc, you will be given a post-it note with points written on it; these can be used on any test. Occasionally Post It Points will be given for participating in a school or community event.  There will be no alternative or extra assignments given at the end of a grading period for the purposes of bringing up a grade.   There will NOT be extra credit assignments given at the end of a grading term to make up for points missed on earlier assignments.

Grading Scale

90-100% A
80-89% B

70-79% C

60-69% D

59% and lower F

Grade Break Down

30% Assessments
30% Labs/Activities

30% Classwork/Homework 

10% Final

Office Hours

Office Hours is a 30 minute session built into the school day, usually twice a week.  During Office Hours students can visit any teacher/class they need to.  During Office Hours I will be available to help with content, help with technology (Quia, turnitin), re-take tests, go over make up work from absences, etc.

Class Notes
High School Biology involves a lot of note taking!  Students are required to maintain a notebook which will be graded regularly.  All the Powerpoints and notes given in class are available on the class website, so if a student is absent or missed part of the notes in class he/she can go online and take the notes.  Students who have difficulty taking a lot of notes or who learn better by listening and not writing at the same time can visit the website and copy the notes beforehand.   

Quia

I use the website www.quia.com to post online quizzes and tests.  Students will usually have one quiz per week and occasionally there will be additional tests.  The Quia quizzes count towards the test/quiz portion of the grade so it is important to get your Quia account set up quickly!  If you do not have computer/internet access at home you can use the classroom computers and school library before/after school.  You can also access the online quizzes with a Smartphone.    Instructions for setting up a Quia account will be on a separate handout and are also on the class website, www.EspinosaScience.com. 

Turnitin.com
www.turnitin.com is a website that our school district uses to post and submit assignments.  Accounts will be set up the first week of school and students will submit all lab reports, written reports, powerpoint projects, etc via turnitin.com.  This website checks for plagiarism and offers a digital receipt (so there is no possibility of an assignment being ‘lost’).  Instructions for setting up a turnitin.com  account will be on a separate handout and also on the class website, www.espinosascience.com.  Assignments MUST be submitted via turnitin, no emailed versions, flash drives, or hard copies will be accepted.

Science Fair
Santiago participates in the annual Science Fair!  Science Fair is NOT mandatory, however anyone completing a project may drop a low test score of their choice second semester (excluding the final). If your Science project advances to the county level or beyond you will get a 5% overall grade bump for both semesters!  Winners of the Santiago Science Fair will advance to the CNUSD fair and from there can move on to county and state levels.  

.  

Website

I regularly update my website, www.EspinosaScience.com which contains summaries of what is going on in class, all assignments, and even the powerpoint presentations and notes!

Have a question? Comment? Concern?  To contact Mrs. Espinosa:

· Call the School 951.739.5600
· Email:  tespinosa@cnusd.k12.ca.us   Email is the best and easiest way to reach me! 
· Website: www.EspinosaScience.com 

· Written Note (hand me the note or place on my desk)
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Printed Student Name: ____________________________________________________
Please Sign here to acknowledge that you and your parent/guardian have read through and understand this info sheet and the course syllabus.  By signing you agree to follow the classroom and school rules, including the Cell Phone Policy.
___________________________

_________________________

Student Signature
 and Date



Parent Signature and Date

If you have any comments or questions please send me an email or write a note below!  We are going to have a wonderful year!
First Post-It Point Opportunity!  





Donate a ream of paper at any time during the year, and receive  Post It Points!  Limit of 3 Post Its for paper per semester.











