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Praise God For Christmas
At times we get so caught up in the hoopla of a commercialized and a mostly
watered down religious tradition that we forget the real reason we celebrate this
special season of the year. We start hearing Christmas songs yet, we have not even finish eating
our Thanksgiving dinner. We have to get a heat-start on decorating for Christmas so, we rush to
get the Tree up and decorate it with all the accompaniment
of symbols, images and lights of all shapes and sizes. Even the home mascot gets decorated in
the midst of the festive mood. We even rush out to the stores for
bargains even while the Turkey it still carcass warm on the kitchen counter. Oh yes,
we have to get a head-start on the gift buying frenzied, forgetting that the most precious Gift of all;
the Gift that God gave to humanity.
“So, lets Praise God for Christmas. Praise Him for the incarnation, for the word made flesh. I will
not sing of shepherds watching flocks on frosty nights, or angel choristers.
I will not sing of a
stable bare in Bethlehem, or lowing oxen, wise men trailing star with gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Tonight, I will sing praise to the Father who stood on heaven's threshold and said farewell to his
Son as he stepped across the stars to Bethlehem and Jerusalem. And I will sing praise to the infinite, eternal Son, who became most finite, a baby who would one day be executed for my crime.
Praise him in the heavens, Praise him in the stable, Praise Him In My Heart.” (by: Joseph
Bayly)
May the grace of God, the love of Christ and the Communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you and yours now and Forever,
Merry Christmas
Pastor Hector & Barb

Dave’s Call Committee Update
After three months of weekly meetings, multiple applications from all over the world, a bunch of resumes,
YouTube and video sermons and services (even a personal visit to attend a service and a 46 minute
sermon), multi-media interviews and video visits with four applicants (Thanks Noah Jacobson, IT Guy
Supreme, for making one of those work for us!!!), background checks, and hours of discussion, examination, and prayer, the Call Committee is ready to make a recommendation to the church council and the
congregation to extend a call to our next pastor!!!!!
Here is a short “back story” on our three-month call process: The first month and a half brought a bunch of
applicants from all over the world! However, there wasn’t a Lutheran in the bunch!!!! Baptists and folks
from countries I can’t pronounce seemed to be the only folks looking for a job. Things were looking a little
depressing. Then God answered our prayers over the next months with FOUR Lutheran candidates with
LCMC ties and one who was willing to work toward LCMC certification. Suddenly, we had four outstanding, LCMC candidates and another “not too bad” choice. One candidate eliminated himself, and we
began interviewing and watching whatever our applicants could send us via multi-media because three of
our four finalists were from out of state, and the Minnesota candidate was not currently serving a church.
The last three weeks have been busy with video links, video conferencing, conference calls, phone
conversations, texts and emails. This old dinosaur got used to Face Time, Skype, Google Hang Outs, You
Tube, and video links, and I am impressed with technology when it works!!! I believe that even though we
did all of this via multi-media, we really did get an outstanding handle on all four candidates. The Call
Committee is extremely satisfied with their unanimous decision to recommend one of these candidates to
serve us at First Lutheran Pillager.
The plan from here is as follows: We will present our recommendation to the council at the December 5 th
meeting. After this, we will be able to name the candidate and move forward. Assuming they approve our
recommended candidate, we will ask the congregation to place an official CALL at the December 10 th.
Annual Meeting. Again, assuming the congregation agrees to place the call, we plan to fly the candidate
here to meet the congregation at the Christmas Pot Luck on December 17 th. The candidate will be
introduced to the congregation, and we will have a “meet and greet” during the Pot Luck. I just talked with
our candidate who will accept the CALL, is OK with what we have to offer financially, is planning to fly here
and meet us all, is excited to have this opportunity to serve our congregation, and can begin right after the
first of the year.
The Call Committee has made some assumptions during these final steps. One, it seemed unrealistic to
spend from $300-$600 or more to fly each candidates in from out of state; therefore, we utilized multimedia to watch the candidates in action and to get to know them through interviews and conversation.
Two, we trust that the council and the congregation will trust our decision and approve our recommendation; we have purchased the plane ticket to get the best ticket price available at this time rather than pay
twice that at a later date. Time constraints sort of forced us to move forward to fill this position in a timely
manner, to make economically wise choices for flights and other expenses, and to take advantage of the
upcoming Annual Meeting on December 10th to place a CALL so that we have a chance for the Call
Committee’s recommended pastor to be in place shortly after January 1.

We had three final candidates that each brought something unique to the table, and any of the three would
have helped our church and church family in different ways. Our recommended candidate was
unanimously chosen because we all felt that this candidate was the best overall fit for our church, our
church family, and our community. We pray that our assumptions and actions are all correct and, if the
council agrees and the congregation places the official CALL on December 10 th, a new face will be
welcomed into our church family after the first of the year.
I want to thank Wendy Jacobson, Darlene Zabel, and Bob Harmsen for all of their work and dedication to
this call process! This was an amazing group to work with. I can’t thank you enough!!!!!
There is no doubt to me that Pastor Hector and Barb will be missed immensely, especially by me! They will
begin a new journey in their lives, and we will begin a new journey in ours as well. Life is always changing
around us; God is always watching over us; and these new journeys will be guided by Him! God Bless!!!!!
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2017 ANNUAL MEETING
On Sunday, December 10, we will be having our Annual Meeting after the service. We need to elect 5
council members. All church members plan on staying for the meeting and joining us for the Pancake
Breakfast afterwards!!!!

Jennifer Fundine

Dave Vieths

Shirley Smith

Don Oslowski

Darlene Zabel

Dan Youngblom

Annual Meeting Agenda for Dec. 10, 2017
Call to Order
Announcement of Official Meeting Quorum
Opening Prayer
Reading and Approval of Previous Annual
Mtng. Minutes
Mission and Ministry Report (Pastor)
Financial Report
Presentation/Approval of Mission & Ministry
Budget
Election of Council Members … Explanation
of Council Membership and Ballot
Election of Nominating Team
Official Business (Pastoral Call)
Closing Prayer
Adjournment
*Meeting to be held after the Sunday service on December
10, 2017

2017 Church Council Candidates
At this year’s Annual Meeting, after the Sunday,
December 10th service, you will be voting for FIVE (5)
council seats. Three (3) of those will be for the
council members whose three-year terms ended this
year, and two (2) of those will be to fill the two vacant
seats not filled last year.
The top three (3) vote getters will serve three-year
terms and the next two (2) top vote getters will serve
two-year terms.
The following six (6) candidates are running for
those five (5) vacant seats:
Jennifer Fundine
Don Oslowski
Shirley Smith
Dave Vieths
Dan Youngblom
Darlene Zabel
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PLEASE KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
PEOPLE IN THE MILITARY

THOSE WHO ARE ILL OR IN THE HOSPITAL

Jennifer Vasquez (Navy) Don and Sharon
Gehrke’s daughter
Isaac Jacobson (Navy)
Aaron Jacobson (Navy)
Chad Hagg (army) Son of Arlene Hagg and
nephew of Eileen Ausland
Joseph DeLude (Navy) grandson of Don DeLude

Eva Mudgett (leukemia)
Lindsey Kennedy (cancer)
Mason VanVickle (cancer)
Beverly and Carthy Williams
(sister-in-law and niece of Glenn
and Louise Pilgrim)

PEOPLE IN NURSING AND
ASSISTED LIVING HOME

UPDATING

Diamond Willow
Sally Pofahl

Edgewood Vista
Betty Simons

Riverside Assisted Living
Irene Pietz
Barb Reimer

Harmony House/Brainerd
Char Brattlund

If the military, those who are ill or in the hospital, or
people in nursing homes is not up to date or if
names need to be added or deleted, please
contact Sharon Gehrke so that these lists can be
updated. Thanks

SEND A CARD!!!
Please take time to send a card to the people who are serving our country, who are ill or in the hospital, and
people in nursing homes and assisting living homes. This would mean so much to them to hear from their church
family.

EMN2 JACOBSON, ISAAC A.
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER UNI-100236 BOX 4439
FPO AE 09532

Please send a card to Isaac and
Aaron. They would love to hear from you!!!!

HN JACOBSON, AARON L.
3RD LAR BN H&S BAS
TWENTYNINE PALMS, CA 92278-8272
PRAYER CHAIN
When you need prayer support, there is a group at our church who will pray diligently for whatever the need is.
Please call Marlene Lindeman at 218-746-3541.

Check out our Website at
firstlutheranpillager.net

Church Council
President: Dave Vieths
Vice President: Ken Kelling
Secretary: Julie Warren
Linda Bentler, Rosie Harmsen, Jim
Ausland, Shirley Smith

Pastor Hector Merced
717 River Street South
Pillager, MN 56473
Office 218-746-3775
Pastor 218-746-3750
E-mail: firstluth@brainerd.net

We also have a Facebook
page to check out!!!! Please
free to post anything or post
comments!!! Facebook page
search type in First Lutheran
Pillager and this should take
you to the page.
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Congratulations to Chelsea and
Hannah Vieths on receiving their
First Communion.

Annual Fall Dinner! Thank you to everyone who helped and
participated in our Annual Meatball Dinner. Your support is very much appreciated!! A special thank you to Rosie for all her time and talent in
organizing this annual event. We made $1,308 on the dinner and raffle!!!!!

Thank you to everyone who brought bars to our Community Service on Wednesday, November 22, at
the Casino Church!!! Thank you to the choir for singing and for the people attending!
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Annual Turkey Dinner on Sunday, November 19. We
had a great turnout and of course the selection of food was fantastic!!!

Our sympathies and prayers are with Canndi Vieths who lost her
grandmother, Micky Hanson, on November 27. The funeral was held
on Friday at Zion Lutheran Church in Amor.

HEY KIDS!!
COOKIES!

COOKIES!

COOKIES!

To all you bakers out there! On December 16,
we would like to deliver cookies to people in our
community. If you know of any shut-ins who
would like to receive cookies, please write their
name(s) on the list in back of the church.
Please consider donating cookies for this event.
We will make up the cookie trays and deliver
them on Saturday afternoon, December 16.
Plan on having the cookies at the church by 11
am.

Bring your blankets and pillows!!!
We will be showing a movie on
December 16 from 1:00 to 4:30 at the
church. Come and join us! Moms
and Dads you can use this time to
shop and get ready for Christmas!!
Please spread the word!!! Popcorn
and snacks will be served!!!!!

MITTEN TREE
We will be putting up our Annual Mitten Tree. We will have it in the entryway
of the church. Please donate mittens, scarves, and hats. We will be giving
them to people in need.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS
02
03
05
07
08
12
14
15
15
15
20
21
22
25
29
31

Tyler Gardner
Kelley Eklund
Hunter Husen
Roger Gullickson
Lincoln Baerg
Barb Reimer
Alexis Gardner
Alisha Brattlund
Chase Brattlund
Logan Peterson
Jill Johnson
Zoey R. Huerter
Nicole Marcy
Muriel Carlson
Amber Baerg
Lisa Beimert

ANNIVERSARIES
01 Jason & Beth Gustason
03 Dean & Jill Johnson

Cheers to a New Year
And another chance
For us to get it RIGHT!!!!!
HAPPY NEW YEAR, STAY WELL,
AND MAY GOD BLESS US ALL.

For those of you who are cleaning the church. We have
a checkoff list on a clipboard in the Supply and Cleaning closet in the basement. When cleaning the church,
please check off what has been done. Please contact
Rosie if you have any questions. There is a sign up
sheet in the back of the church for you to sign up for a
month to clean!!!

Please consider bringing poinsettias for the front of the church. We
would like you to bring one in honor or in memory of someone. We
will publish the names in the bulletin and in January Newsletter.
Please leave a piece of paper with the poinsettia or leave a note on
the office door with your name and the person’s name we are honoring
or remembering.

On Sunday, December 17, we will be having a Christmas Potluck. Please sign up in the back of the
church what you are planning to bring. Potluck will be after the service.
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2017
ANNUAL TURKEY DINNER!!!!
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