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Some local folks
remember it well

By GLENDA GEPHART

'WATKINS GLEN — Imagine living along the
shores of Seneca Lake — a lake known for not
freezing over — and waking up one morning to a
vast expanse of ice as far as the eye can see,

Imagine driving a car across a layer of ice
topping water depths of over 600 feet.

Imagine strapping on a pair of ice skates and
heading 40 miles due north to Geneva,

For some people, those thoughts are not just
fights of fantasy. They don't need to imagine. They
were there.

The year was 1912, The month, February, One
night the temperature fell to 10 degrees below
zero, following 10 days of zero or below readings.
It was the night the wind stopped blowing,
allowing a rare occurance.

On Feb. 10, 1912, Seneca Lake began to freeze
solid from end to end and side to side. It would
remain frozen for over a month,

For those not around 70 years ago at this time
when the most noted freezing of the lake occurred,
there are countless newspaper and diary accounts
to read.

Some local , have
better. They ll.wu their mﬂmnrln

"That was a great year,” sald Nick Paradiso of
Watkins Glen, who was seven the year of the
historic freeze. Paradiso was among the hundrsdl
of children and adults who donned skates,

Valois automobile dealer John Townsend (at wheel) and passenger
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..after driving onto a frozen Seneca Lake during the historic 1912 freeze

through thin ice just off Salt Point and drowned,
Klnl s rniu-hap ended without misfortune,

sleds or ice boats or got into one of the rew cars
around to take advantage of the event.

Paradiso, like many others, also has some soggy
memories of the 1912 freezing. He took a dunking
in the frigid waters, and so did Carl King of
Moreland.

King was 16 that year, and with two friends
turned the freeze into an adventure by skating
from Watkins Glen to Geneva. Their return trip
was abruptly halted, however, when they fell
through thin ice near Dresden and were rescued by
boat.

King's adventure, with the late John Sullivan of
Dundee and the late John Rarrick of Watkins Glen,
was reported widely because they came so close to
tragedy. In fact, the only death due to the lake's
condition happened the same day the boys skated

north.
On Feb. 18, 22-year-old Robert H. Holdridge of
Pine Valley was skating to his railway

Luluguphar': job at Starkey Station when he went

some people were along the
lhore at Dralden watching ducks gathered in a
small area of water free of ice. The boys had not
noticed they were getting onto the dangerous area
and King was the first ane through.

King said he and Mr. Sullivan had a rope tied
between them on their wrists. When King fell
through, Mr. Sullivan followed.

But King said he was able to get a hold on firmer
iee and roll himself out of the water.

*John, all he did was pray,” King said. But he
soon calmed Mr. Sulllvan and convinced him to do
a8 he had done and they were soon both out.

Mr. Rarrick went through the thin ice when he
was getting into the boat brought out by the people
on shore.

King explained that the mishap occurred on
their trip back to Watkins Glen. The boys had left
the village at 10 a.m. and arrived in Geneva only an
hour and 45 minutes later. He attributed their
speed to a south wind at their backs,

But going south, heading into the wind, meant a

slower trip. They left Geneva at 1 p.m. and they
had reached only Dresden, and that thin ice, by
4:20 p.m., he said.

Once the trio was rescued, they were taken Lo a
store in Dresden where they dried off before
getting trains back to Watkins. King said there was

a large crowd of people waiting for them at the
station when they arrived at hame. for word of
what had happ had them,

It was at the Watkins Glen railroad station that
Paradiso dried out after his own unexpected dip
into Seneca Lake.

Paradiso recalled that because he was so young,
he could only tag along after an older brother and
his friends. The older boys were skating ahead of
him and easily jumped a trench that had been dug -
into the ice near the former electrical plant, now
the water plant, so that a line could be laid to a
lighthouse,

But for a seven-year-old, the almost two-feet-

wide gap was quite a challenge, and Paradiso Iildn;! .

(See 1912 on Page 38)
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