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Danny & David Mantle Make Donation to assist Sandy Victims…

YANKEES LEGEND MICKEY MANTLE SIGNED 1960 CONTRACT TO BE AUCTIONED OFF ON STEINER SPORTS “GROUND-BREAKING AUCTION” WITH PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT HURRICANE SANDY NEW JERSEY RELIEF FUND; PRESS CONFERENCE AT YOGI BERRA MUSEUM & LEARNING CENTER
New York, April 29—Yankee Hall of Fame legend Mickey Mantle’s original signed contract for the 1960 season will go on the auction block with proceeds donated to the Hurricane Sandy New Jersey Relief Fund, chaired by Mary Pat Christie, wife of New Jersey Governor Chris Christie. The formal announcement was made today at the Yogi Berra Museum and Learning Center by Steiner Sports Memorabilia, and Danny and David Mantle, Mantle’s sons, on behalf of the Mantle Family.  The on line Steiner “Ground-Breaking Auction” at  http://auction.steinersports.com/ gets underway on May 1 and concludes on June 2.
Danny Mantle, Steiner Sports Founder and CEO Brandon Steiner, Steiner executive vice president Brett Schissler,  the Mick’s Yankee teammate Joe Pepitone, and Berra Museum director Dave Kaplan were all on hand for the press conference.  

“My mom (Merlyn) deserves all the credit for saving my father’s contracts in a file cabinet to preserve them,” says Danny Mantle.  “The 1960 contract is in near perfect condition and looks brand new. We watch all those people living in tents, and decided to take the contract and put it to good use to raise some money for the victims.”

The auction ironically begins on May 1, 62 years to the date in 1951 that Mantle hit his first of 536 career home runs (ranks 16th all-time) in Pinstripes. For more information contact Steiner Sports at 914-307-1000.

The contract is signed by “The Mick” and Henry Roy Hamey, a long-time employee of the Yankees who he reached the pinnacle of his career when he was appointed the 
general manager in November 1960. Although he inherited a pennant winner from his predecessor, George Weiss, Hamey maintained the Yankee standard. He produced 
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three additional American League champions and two World Series champions in his three full seasons in the GM chair, before retiring in the autumn of 1963. 
The auction also includes the 1939 Yankees World Championship Ring of Weiss, the prolific baseball executive whose Bronx Bombers teams won 10 pennants and seven World Series Championships, including five straight. One of the most successful baseball executives in history, Weiss was the Yankees GM from 1947-60.  He was known for developing the Yankees fertile farm system, producing such players as Mantle, Phil Rizzuto and Joe DiMaggio.  He was also the first president of the Mets. He was selected to the Baseball Hall of Fame by the Veterans Committee in 1971. Here is George Weiss's 1938 World Series Champions Ring. This ring is gold with a single diamond on the center. Around the diamond it reads New York Yankees World Champions. On both sides of the ring an Eagle is depicted and it reads New York 1938. 

A 1929 New York Yankees Team Signed Baseball is in the auction, with clear signatures of such greats as Babe Ruth, Earle Combs, Tony Lazzeri, Lou Gehrig, Leo Durocher, Miller Huggins, and Jacob Ruppert. 
One of the most historic artifacts from the career of the immortal Brooklyn Dodgers Hall of Famer Jackie Robinson – a newly-discovered, authentic game-worn baseball glove used during both the 1955 and ’56 World Series (his final season) – will also go  the auction block.
Accompanying the game-used glove is another vintage item: a Louisville Slugger Jackie Robinson Professional Model Bat, believed to be from the 1956 season. The bat is authenticated by John Taube and Vince Malta from PSA/DNA and is graded a GU 9. A letter of authenticity states the bat matches records of Robinson’s Louisville Slugger orders and even carries streaks of paint from the bat rack in the Dodger dugout at Ebbets Field.
The glove was authenticated by Dennis Esken, who is renowned in the industry. He said: “This rare gem is the only Jackie Robinson glove known to exist.  It was discovered in NYC tucked away in a garage, wrapped in plastic. The glove shows extensive wear and aging on the leather attributed to three years of use. The photo match and the ability to see the Rawlings labels aided me in getting the exact date of the glove.” 

Contacts:   John Cirillo, 914.260.7436, johnnycigarpr@aol.com, Jerry Milani, jerry.milani@yahoo.com, Tim Martin, timmartin.cirilloworld@gmail.com 
