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Always Be Prepared to Give an Answer
I have r ecently had a few people speak to me about differ ent theological issues that either they, or someone
they knew struggled with. We discussed the issues and I hope I was able to clear up the concerns. In other
discussions I have had, the results are less clear. I have been having ongoing discussions with people outside of
ALC on basic Christian doctrine and have come up against deep seated rejection of clear teachings of Scripture.
It has me frustrated and baffled and doubting my ability to clearly articulate the basics of Christianity.
Recently I was r eading the stor y of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch fr om Acts 8:26-39.
Two things struck me when I read verses 30-31: Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the
man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.
31
"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up
and sit with him. The first was that Philip asked the man if he understood; this seems like such
a simple thing to do but how often do we assume that those hearing us speak, or reading something that is clear to
us, understand as we do. In communication, responsibility is on the speaker to get the message across and to
make sure that the hearer or reader understands what was communicated. For example, if I were to use highly
technical terms in this newsletter with no explanation of what they mean, it would be my fault if you didn’t understand what I was trying to say. In the account from Acts, Philip recognized the fact that the man was struggling in
his understanding and offered to help the man.
The second lesson we can lear n fr om this is the r esponse fr om the Ethiopian, " How can I," he said, " unless
someone explains it to me?” He knew that there was more to the text than what he could see and so he voiced his
weakness. I know that I am sometimes intimidated by something I read or hear but everyone else seems to be
getting it, I am often too embarrassed to ask for clarification. (On more than one occasion, when I have swallowed
my pride and admitted my incomprehension; others, who I thought understood, thanked me for speaking up.)
A quote attr ibuted to Alber t Einstein states: “If you can't explain something simply, you don't understand it
well enough.” When you or I read the Scriptures we often don’t understand what we are reading, but the Holy
Spirit takes the responsibility to help us understand. He sends the Philips of the world to help
explain to those who are new to the faith what they are reading. But it is also important for us,
just as the Ethiopian did to ask for help in our understanding. At ALC we offer Bible Studies for
adults on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings to discuss the Word of God and to try and
clarify it and help to apply it in our lives. We offer worship services where the Word is read and
preached. Are you taking advantage of these opportunities for understanding the Scriptures? Peter gives us this
advice: 1 Peter 3:15 …Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. Take advantage of the opportunities for Bible study,
both personally and in a group to prepare yourself to be able to present the Gospel clearly.
The mistake I often make, which leads to the fr ustr ation I mentioned ear lier , is that I think that is my
intellect or power of persuasion is what is needed to change a heart that refuses to hear and adhere to the teachings
of Scripture. In that, I am as hard-hearted as they are. But it isn’t up to me to bring that understanding, it is the
work of the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 2:12-14 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.
14
The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to
understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
This doesn’t mean that I can be unprepared or just toss the person a Bible with a list of
applicable verses and call it a day. I need to love the person enough to do my best to
understand both the material and their concerns, and also to pray for them to come to the
knowledge of the truth. We need to always be prepared by reading, studying and praying.
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June Attendance:

Our Gifts to the Lord ~ June 2019
Offering this month:

$14,005.00

Expenses:

$11,747.79

Difference:

$2,257.21
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VBS Starts on
July 8th - 12th 9:30 to Noon Daily
We will provide lunch… and we will host
a Pool Party to celebrate the
completion of our mission!

July Birthdays

Help Still Needed!
See the Sign-up sheets.

Lois wants to remind you to keep
recycling… even your old batteries.
Thanks!!! Keep up the good work!

Join us at Dominion
Senior Living Center
for Praise & Song the
1st & 3rd Monday at
11am…. and at
Athens Place the 1st &
3rd Tuesday at 4:15.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
suspended until fall.

3rd
6th
7th
9th
11th
12th
17th
18th
23rd
26th
28th

Ginny Malwitz & Arthur Walker
Vickie Saladin
Baylee Long
Wendy Fite
Eunice Brakebill
Debbie Zimmer
Joyce Smith
Susan Peglow
Gary Mark
Kaylah Sellin
Susan Pursell

July Anniversaries
nd

2
Michael & Addie Cook
15th Bob & Shirley Kappen
19th Gary & Rhonda Mark

Community Outreach
Saturday, July 13th at
ALC… 8:30-1:30
Sponsored by:
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Arthur Walker’s Confirmation ~ Sunday, June 16th, 2019

Many people identify themselves as “Christian.” That’s fine; “in Antioch the disciples were first called
Christians” (Acts 11:26). I’ve come to appreciate even more those who identify themselves as “followers of
Jesus.” To step out the door in the morning knowing that you’re following Jesus means a day of interesting
discipleship, something the static word “Christian” doesn’t convey.
Peter , J ames and J ohn had no clue what was ahead when J esus asked them to follow Him
up on a mountain. “He was transfigured before them, and his clothes became radiant, intensely
white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and
they were talking with Jesus” (Mark 9:2-4). Think of yourself as following Jesus and you’re
promised a radiant white experience some day to come. “Who are these, clothed in white robes,
and from where have they come?” (Revelation 7:13). The answer is they’re people who followed
Jesus.
What to do in view of coming glor y? The disciples on the mountain wer e ter r ified by the sight; they
experienced the fear of God. “They were terrified, and a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the
cloud. ‘This is my beloved Son, listen to him’” (Mark 9:6-7). As you step out the door, follow wherever He
will lead you today, and all the while you follow, “listen to him” in your mind and memory. He has the words of
eternal life (cf. John 6:68). “And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus
only” (Mark 9:8). Before they were called “Christians,” followers of Jesus were known as “People of the
Way” (Acts 9:2; 22:4; 24:14). Who knows what God has in store for you today as you follow Jesus, “the Way,
the Truth and the Life” (John 14:6)? “No eye has seen or ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has
prepared for those who love him (1 Corinthians 2:9). Step out the door following Jesus!
(The Meyer Minute for June 27, 2019)
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As we think for the 4th of July ~ Independence Day…
There is multitude of thoughts that cross my mind.
The first thing I think of is Freedom.
Freedom, for so many things, we take for granted
and things that millions have fought and died for.
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the people whom He
hath chosen for His own inheritance. Psalm 33:12
It’s funny that our minds, so many times, hear a song that triggers a
memory or a memory will bring a song that we have not heard in a long
time to the surface. One of these songs is…“America, My Country ‘tis of
Thee.” We hear our National Anthem sung at many venues in all sorts of
ways… but what happened to the other songs written to celebrate our
country?
"America

the Beautiful" is an American patriotic song. The lyrics were
written by Katharine Lee Bates, and the music was composed by
church organist and choirmaster Samuel A. Ward at Grace Episcopal
Church in Newark, New Jersey. The two never met.
At various times in the more than 100 years that have elapsed since the song
was written, particularly during the John F. Kennedy administration, there have
been efforts to give "America the Beautiful" legal status either as a national
hymn or as a national anthem equal to, or in place of, "The Star-Spangled
Banner", but so far this has not yet succeeded. Proponents prefer "America the
Beautiful" for various reasons, saying it is easier to sing, more melodic, and
more adaptable to new orchestrations while still remaining as easily
recognizable as "The Star-Spangled Banner". Some prefer "America the
Beautiful" over "The Star-Spangled Banner" due to the latter's war-oriented
imagery. Others prefer "The Star-Spangled Banner" for the same reason. While
that national dichotomy has stymied any effort at changing the tradition of the
national anthem, "America the Beautiful" continues to be held in high esteem
by a large number of Americans, and was even being considered before 1931,
as a candidate to become the national anthem of the United States.
O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain . . .
"America the Beautiful" has been called "an
expression of patriotism at its finest." It conveys an attitude of
appreciation and gratitude for the nation's extraordinary
physical beauty and abundance, without triumphalism.
(Library of Congress)

1. My country, 'tis of thee,
Sweet land of liberty,
Of thee I sing;
Land where my fathers died,
Land of the pilgrims' pride,
From ev'ry mountainside
Let freedom ring!
2. My native country, thee,
Land of the noble free,
Thy name I love;
I love thy rocks and rills,
Thy woods and templed hills;
My heart with rapture thrills,
Like that above.
3. Let music swell the breeze,
And ring from all the trees
Sweet freedom's song;
Let mortal tongues awake;
Let all that breathe partake;
Let rocks their silence break,
The sound prolong.
4. Our fathers' God to Thee,
Author of liberty,
To Thee we sing.
Long may our land be bright,
With freedom's holy light,
Protect us by Thy might,
Great God our King!
Samuel Francis Smith wrote
the lyrics to "America" in 1831.
The church-music composer
Lowell Mason, a friend, had
asked him to translate the lyrics
in some German school songbooks into English, or to write
new lyrics for the same tunes.
He wrote his own American
patriotic hymn to the melody,
completing the lyrics in thirty
minutes.
Smith gave Mason the lyrics
he had written, and the song
was first performed in public
on July 4, 1831 at a children's
Independence Day celebration
at Park Street Church in
Boston. The first publication
of "America" was in 1832.
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