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THE HERALD CRANE

I cannot trace in the moondey glare
Thy regal flight, O crane!l

From the leaping might of the fiery light
Mine eyes recoil in pain,

But on my eer, thine echoing cry-
Falls like a bugle strain.

Hamlin Garland.

RECENT MEETINGS

With Carl W. Buchheister, a group of Bird Club members and Audubom Junior Club
leaders enjoyed a bird walk and picnic dinner et the Country Club, February 20. Mr.
Buchheister spoke to the group after dinner about the purposes of the National
Audubon Society, of which he is the Vice President. It was gratifying to see a few
chestnut-backed bluebirds on the golf course end a cedar waxwing or two. In the
desert nearby were seen & few sage sparrows and a verdin. A small vanguard of bank
swallows hed returned to their cliff colony on the Rio Grande, establishing the
earliest record, by a week, that we have for them thus far. Half a dozen tree
swallows were noted above Canutillo and as many long-billed dowitchers. Besides
these, some thirty species were noted on the trip.

A record crowd sttended the Audubon Screen Tour, WILD LIFE DOWN EAST, which
Carl W, Buchheister presented in the El Faso High School Auditorium on the evening
of February 2le It was a sparkling representation of New England wildlife.

Wednesdey, March 16, brought Allen D. Cruickshank to El Paso, in TRAILS FOR THE
MILLIONS, which shows the wildlife of New York City and its environs. Few of our
sereen tour lectures have been more besutiful, or more varied in appeal.

- The Bird Club held its reguler February meeting at the Technical School Audi-
torium, Tuesday, Februery 1, at 7:30 P.M. George Burrows was the comentator for a
£ilm showing scenes from the Audubon Nature Camp &t Kerrville, Texas, last summers,
Questions esked et the end of the picture indicate a lively interest in the camp an
the pert of El Pasoans.

APRIL MEETINGS

Fother Link's soreen tour film and lecture "Alluring Alaska" concludes the
season's series on April -22. (see p. 3.)
( Birg ?alks for Junior and Senior groups complete the roster of April meetings.

s6e DP. 3. ; o : i

A bird walk was enjoyed by the Audubon Junior Club at Ascerate Park on April B
1949, A marsh wren, a song sparrow, and an unusually early yellow-throat made
interesting records. Among the less common ducks observed were blue-winged teal,
cinnemon teal, redhead end ruddy.

NEW MEMBERS

Members recently added to the Bird Club are Judge Ballard Coldwell, Jennie
Camp, Frences Camp, Mrs., We Re Hindman, and Perry W. Ditch.



PERSONALITIES AT THE BIRD FOUNTAIN
(Harriet McGuire)

Animals have always reminded people of other people. The fables prove it. But
birds have human characteristics, too, as anyone who watches them will find.

Just see the robin! He slops over to the birdbath all loose-feathered and
grumpy. If so much as & sparrow or junco rerains when Robin wants - drink, he
jumps about, testily making jabz at the smaller birds until the last one departs.
Then he dawdles there, a sip now and then, not at all thlrsty-actlng. He is just
en ill~mannered grouch.

Not so are the Mexican bluebirds. They are so friendly and cons1derate, drink-
ing steadily together, making room for the late-comers. They may be crowded so
closely that all space seems used. But if another bird, even a tiny white-crowned
sparrow wants in, twenty bluebirds slide over. There is neighborly cooperation.
They come in quietly, drink orderly, then calmly fly off.

The cedar waxwings sit straight and still in the ash tree. They look &as if
they have been placed there, and never expect to move againe. Suddenly one starts
. -for & drink; then ell forty of them flutter over the bowl looking for.all the world
like a bouquet of winging birds. Only a handful drink; then they all fly back to
_ the same place, once more sitting stiff and immobile. They go through this rite
- ‘again end -agéin. It must be a drill they are practicing, for many participate, but
few drink. They ere actors playing a part.

The Gambel's sparrows and juncos get along very well, They come for drinks or
a bath. Two or three will be bathing while a half dozen do their drinking, getting
splashed all the while. Some sit and medltate while others drink and leave as if
they had much to do, and not a moment to lose. A pretty sight it is to see sparrows
and juncos in with the blueblrds, ‘all drlnklng. The bluebirds are such sweet folk.

Sometimes & couple of English sparrows start a bath together, then end it in a
fight. They get wery wet in the struggle. Two naughty boys couldn't be ruder.

The black phainopepla slips in like & shadow, tekes & quick sip or two, and
then goes as silently as he came. He often sits in the nearby honeysuckle waiting
his turn at the-fountain. - He is an aloof sort of person. Once two came together
but they acted as if they had never met.

The mooking bird decides that hé is thirsty only when he sees the other birds
enjoying their drinks. He doesn't have to peck them away, for they get out fast
when they seée him coming. Even w1thout a bird in sight, he sits there, bellgerantly
" looking about. He stays and stays long after he has had a drink. Sometimes we-

chase him away. He is the neighborhood bully, the beautiful scemp. S

The blue grosbeak flies from bush to bush, hunting up and down the stems
usually not more than two feet above the ground. He has a curious way of ‘ascending
the 5=foot level of the b1rd bowl. He leaves the'’ Jasmine and flies obliquely past
the water, landing on the honeysuckle at the fence: He'stays aslant (one foot high=
er on the vine than the ‘other), darts back egain past the fountain, end comes -to
rest atop the ‘spirea, geining a little altitude. Past the fountein he goes again -=
this time reaohlng the lowest brdnch of an allanthus.‘ After a careful survey he
allghts én one’ of the supports of the bowl, After & short stay on the diron rod,
aslant as usual, he flutters to the water above. He i a brilliant blué streak as
he flies through the sunlight, a lively bird m1nd1ng 'his owri business.

Some Cooper's tanagers nested in the yard., Every: afternoon about 5@ female
came for har bath. She always had a distinctive bath talk, so we could time her.
She bathed, long ‘and energetically day after day all summer. No one intruded while
she was there. She was so large that she quite fllled the bowl,  After thoroughly
drenching herself, she flew to the ash tree where she stra:ghtened every feather be-
fore going on ‘her way ageine. -

' Many of the birds must drlnk from the chicken pans. At any rete, they are not
seen at the fountain. MNuthatches and brown creepers go down and up, respectively,

- the ash tree but never show their manners at the bowl, Towhees were busily scratch-
ing through the brown leaves but didn't seem to want e drink. The redbreasted
‘housefinches need washing more then drinking. At any time, almost, they were splash=
ing or being chased away by the robins or mockingbirds.

The doves ar'e always interesting, drinking in pairs like horses at a trough.
The redwinged bleckbirds sit high in the trees. to do their o - ke leee singing, but
.must drink in the drainage canals where they nest.

Thirsty ‘winter and early spring birds are seen more often than the summer res-
idents. After the irrigetion starts, water is everywhere, but the bird bath and
fountein has its customers all yeare.

+ We sit quietly behind the porch .screens watching the little fellows of the
feathered worlde. Te all agree thet birds have human characteristics, or should we
say men has bird manners? e even supply them with men-invented conversations to
meke & talkie ocut of the ever-chenging bird pictures.
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Alluring Aleske

The Rev. George M, Link of the Trail Rangers, of the Scouts, of Notre Dame and
Western Reserve is aptly called today's successor to Marquette, Loyola and the rest.

He will lead you through undreamed-of wonders as you explore with him thet last
frontier of ours, Alluring Alaska.

Next Season's Screen Tours

The Audubon Screen Tours will be presented here for the fourth consecutive
season by the El Paso Bird Study Club, the El Paso- Public Schools,. and the National
Audubon Society.

"The screen tours bring to El Paso the finest netural hlstory lecturers, who
personally present the best in all-color outdoor motion pictures on a var1ety of
wildlife subjects. These programs are presented in the interest of wildlife protec-
tion, wise use of netural resources end conservation education.

The following is e tentative program for the coming year:

Oct. 24 -~ Bert Harwell: Canada West

Dece 5 == Alice and Harold Allen: Sounds of the Sageland
Jan. 21 -~ Walter Je« Breckenridge: Peul Bunyan Country
Febe 22 -- Howard Cleaves:  Animals Unaware

Apr. 22 -- Alexander Sprunt: From Coast to Coast

El Paso High School will continue to be host to these screen tours. All pro-
grams will begin at 7:30 p.me Season tickets will be $1.75 for adults and 75¢ for
students.

EL PASO BIRD STUDY CLUB IN ACTION

1. Assisted by .the Public Schools of El Paso, the club brings the AUDUBON
SCREEN TOURS, and publlshes a mimeographed quarterly, THE ROADRUNNER s
2+ It compiles a checklist of local birds.
3. It takes an annual Christmes census of local birds for the National Audubon
Society, _
4, It makes reports to THE SEASON, which is published by the National Audubon
Society and the Fish and Wildlife Service.
. 5o It mssists in the organization of Audubon Junior Clubs in El Paso and vici-
nity.
. 6+ It mssists youth groups, such as Boy Seouts, in studying birds.
7+ It sponsors the ornithological collection at the College of Mines.
8., It mainteins the Jackman Memorial collection in the Research Department of
the Public Library
9. It furnishes leaders for adult end junior bird walks.

Joint your local club and assist in its program. Fill out the blank below and
give it to the treasurer at the membership table, or meil it to her.

_—_—_——-———————---—--——---—-—-—-----—-——-—-——--—--—----—--—-----——---'-q--———-—q--—---

Migs Mary Belle Keefer, Treasurer
El Paso Bird Study Club
3027 Federal Street, El Paso, Texas

I enclose $1,00 for & year's membership (Roadrunner included) in the El Paso
Bird Study Club.

Your neme




BIRD WALK

Adults interested in birds are invited to enjoy e bird walk with club members -
at the Country Club, April 30. Meet the group &t ‘the Country Club entrance, Saturday
at 7:30 A, M. Nesting activities should be at: their height by then, and a few
lingering migrants should yet be seen. e

SPRING ARRIVALS, AND OTHERS

By the time March gives way to April, changes in our bird population are in
evidence. Changes are retarded this year because of & cool, inhospitable spring
season. A few are noted here. '

_ As early as Pebruary 20, club members saw bank swallows at the site of their
yearly nesting colony. 'A"féW tree swallows were.also.seen; and by March, both barn
swallow and violet-green swallow had arriveds White-throated swifts were seen at
Hueco Tenks, March 6.

A flock or two of long-billed dowitchers were seen at Canutillo through March,
end on Merch 1, Miss Keefer saw s few snow geese at Picacho Dem. Among the YPeops™"
now to be seen along the river are the least, western, end semi-palmated sandpipers.
Mrs. Conway.and her Boy Scouts saw avocets, March 28, and a solitary black=-necked
st11t was noted about the same time. Flocks of pipits are commonly seen along the
levee, with lark bunting and a few horned lark. Migrant flocks of meadowlark fly .
up, and their song is delightful,. o ! .

Bluebirds did not remain with us this winter. They must have gone through,
unobserved, ‘along with meny of our common sparrows and towhees, in search of warmer
latitudese All ‘are now returning, both mountain end chestnut-backed bluebirds,
heving been lately seen. The number of towhees, sparrows, and Audubon's warblers,
still small, is obviously increasing. :A few sparrows that were ebundant through the
winter ere still here, among these the Gembel's .Brewer's, Baird's, sage, and song
‘sparrows. . i i . AT T S

Mr. and Mrs, George Burrows observed a nesting golden eagle at Hueco Tanks,
Merch 6. Known to nest there before.the war,. but missed since then, this eagle was
regarded as a boon. el xBhpumdt | oL Dieeal] Funs - :

Umisual finds this spring follows A pair of golden-crowned kinglets were seen
in Memorial Park by Miss Keefer, March 13; an albino English sparrow was seen for
one afternoon at 3813 Memphis Street, in a normally marked flock; a large flock of
house finches that fed along the: levee included two individuals marked with yollow,
instead of red. ' .

WITH OUR CORRESPONDENTS

Marie Sclineider sends a letter of thanks from Germany, to ackncwlgdge e. CARE
package, sent by the Bird Club.: Wé quote: o
. "Before yesterdasy I returned from the Russian Zone, where I spent my holidays,
end found here in Iudwigsburg the gift from America. It is very diffiocult to tell
in English my feelings, seeing this big package from youesssel cannot tell what I
like best of your parcelsss..It is as if you had suspected thet I was sorry that I
. hed not a warm coat, but now I feel like.a queen with this wonderful coat from you.
And the red costume end the blue blouse and skirt, both are right for my figure, and
I am so happy for your generosityesess '
"Since' the last years I am working by Dr. Schuz, who is nearly in Germeny the
- best ornithologistessssIn Hay, 1948, I had a fine trip to Radolfzell where we have
our Vogelwarte. At this time we had & great meeting under the manage of Dﬁ. Schuz,
Besides the very interesting speeches of well-known ornithologists, we made fine
out-door observations. We sew the red-crested pochard (Netta rufina), the common
heron (Ardea cinerea), Montagu's harrier and Hen Harrier a.s.0.; first of my life,
I saw the Hoopoe {(Upupa epops)e Very nice was ‘a visitation of a Larus ridibundus
colony. Now Here in Iudwigsburg-we bring the Great Tit (parus_major),with'colored
. bands for ecologicel studies. Last summer I helped to band barn-owls (Tyto albe) on

church towers.”" =~ ™ o



JUNIOR ROADRUNNER

A long row of cottonwoods bordered the valley highwaye Two bicycles leaned
against the trunk of one great tree, while their riders sprawled in its shade.
Across the road a brimming irrigation ditch supplied life-giving water to & thirsty
market gerden, ' ARSI RS ‘ .

- Carlos Lemar ran his fingers through his damp red curls and turned on one el-
bow to watch his younger brother. Tommy, his yellow head cradledron his arm, was
tickling a fat beetle with a blade of grass. From the corner of his eye he caught
e flash of color, Softly he whistled. : . AF =

"Look over your head, to the right," he said.

Careful to meke no quick movement, Carlos eased his head back on his folded
sweeter and raised his eyes to the spot Tommy was watchinge On the tip of a branch
a. beautiful bird was swingings The boys could see the long black throat patch and
line through.the eye against the bright orange of the cheeks and breagt, The tail

wes lined with yellows He uttered a loud piping note, followed by the clear, sweet
song of the Bullock oriole. Nearby the female was working on her neste. *) e

"Wihet & break!" murmured Cerlos, reeching for-his binoculars. I have often
looked et one of those hammocks and wondered how &: bird could do such & perfect job
of weavinge They must be wonderful architects." -

The male darted away. MMrse. Oriole did not pause in her work. |

"She is not nearly so pretty es her mates Greenish -gray above with yellowish
white underparts. She has two white wing bars, while the male's wings are black
and whites She seems to be meking the nest entirely of horse hair. Watch her use
her sharp bill to push & loop through, then hop inside to pull it tight and push
the end out again," Carlos handed the glasses to Tommye

"I can see her through the mesh, There isn't any bottom in the nest yet. Thy
doesn't she go on through the tube instead of turning around to pop out of the top?
Do you suppose she will meke it any longer before she weaves the bottom? Will she
get it finished today, do you supposs?" e ‘ .

"I don't kmow the answer to half your questions, Tommy. I think she will add
enother inch or so before she closes the bottome Did you ever look at the oriocle
nests the bird lady has in her collection? One weighs less than a half ounce. One
ig nine inches long and about five inches in diameter. The prettiest one is made of

human hair."
"Wherever did the birds get the material?" Tommy asked in surprisee.

"The nest wes hanging in a tree on the grounds of an Indian school in New
Mexicoes The Indien girls have long, black hair, and they like to sit out in the
sun to comb ite. I suppose the birds found the heirs on the lewn. Here comues the
mele agein with more material, and wold better get going, too." R s

The boys dusted their clothes and mounted their bicycles; ‘

The next nest they spied was made of courser materials - "This must be her
first nest," Carlos thought. "It isn't very well woven. The Bird Lady says the
oriole does not inherit the ability to build skillfully, amdof'ten the first nests
are so poorly anchored that they fall or are blown down. - There is a bird on the
branch sboves Take a good look and tell me what you see."

: Towmy peered through the glasses. "I+ looks like a female, except that it
hes & black throat patch. You look." |

"It is a young mele, ebout a year olde He has not got his adult plumag? yote

He won't until his second year. Let's ride to the end of this row &f trees.

-5 =



"Good idems Maybe we can find another pair."

They had ridden only a few rods when another oriole flashed across the road and
perched so they could see his back. The crown of his head, neck, and back were a
gleaming black, as were the center and edge of the tail.

"The nest must be near," Carlos whispered.

"I see it!" Tommy lifted the binocularse. "This one is finished and the female
is sitting on the eggs, or maybe laying onee. Do you suppose we could peek inside if
she leaves soon? It isn't half as high as the other one.,"

"No, Tommy. Orioles are careful to build well out of the reach of 'enémies.
Even if we had a ladder, there is nothing to lean it against. And thosa slender
branches would not support the weight of a cat, much less a fatty like you

"I wouldn't want to disturb the nest or frlghten the birdse. The farmers like
them, don‘t they?" T Tl '

"Yes, because they are so pretty and because they feed on insects from their
gardens and orchardse. Everyone is glad to see them return from their winter in
Mexico and Central America." ;

"The wind is coming up," Tommy exclaimed. "Look at that cradle sw1ng. Do you
suppose 1t w111 have a wreek? Those are slender twigs it is hanging from,"

. I'The bables seem to like the swaylng motlon the nests have with each breath of
winde- This' mother does not seem disturbed. It would teke e howling blast to ‘blow
it down, I imegine.

"I']11 bet Mother Goose was thinking of an oriole nest when she wrote:
- .7 'Rock-a-bye, baby, in a tree tope.. “
When the wind blows, the cradle will rock,'
But I do hope no boughs will breek until after all the young are ready to fly, don't
you, Cerlos?" : :

Note to Teachers: You will find a good plcture of, the Bullock oriole in the January-
February (1949) Audubon Magazine. . . t}#

Are these statements true or false? ' R

l. An oriole is larger than.a robin,
2. It spends the winters in Mexico and Central Amerlca.
3+:The male and female look alike.

4. They build their nest on the ground.
5. The female weaves the hanging nest.

6. It is out of the reach of enemies. <$§§f y
7« The male does most of the work. '1’{%
8., He is a beautiful song bird. P2

“*q:—--..- et

A puzzle ‘\

1
4

He eats insects from garden and .

- The cradle will -, ey in the wind.

One nest was nine longe

The female wove the material in and _ .

She hed to be skillful by experlence.

- She wes making the nest ... .of horse hair.

HOOHMO
i

Write.the.firsf.letter of eecn word represented
and you will have a common name for the oriole.
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THE PHAINOPEPLA

"Oh, -Anitel" exclaimed Carcls "There was a Jet-black b1rd on the telephone
wire. - It had & crest. Do you know what it could have been?"

"Oh, dear, no, I dldn't gee 1t. How large was it?"

"th qulte as long as a redw1ng, and thlnner. There was not a b;t ‘of color on
it. Even the bill and feet were black."

The Martin car was speeding through farm lands and towns of the Mesilla Valley.
Fields of tiny cotton plants and waving alfalfa stretched on either side. To the
right the ‘pipes of the Organ Mountains touched the cloudless sky. Flnally the
valley narrowed. Grazing land and bosque flew paste

"Mr. Martin, please stopt" called Carol. "I want to look at that black bird
on the wire at the left."A_ BB v

Mr. Martin pulled the car off the pavement. HWWﬁy;”it is a phainopepla," he
seide "I have seen them through California and down in Texas. Take a look through
my binoculars, Carol. ’ '

"How beautifull" Carol murmured. "You look now, Anita. Do you se® that bright
red eye? And look at thet perky creste"

MPhainopepls, means 'Shining Robe!, "Mrs, Martin remembered. "Do you think that
it is a good name for this blrd7"' - : L ”“_

"If you both have had a good look, we will be rolling along,' Mr. Martln sa1d.
"We should be at Redium Springs by twelve." <

As his foot pressed the starter, the phainopeplae spread its wings and flew
away. '"Well, look at thatl" exclaimed Anita. "There was a large whlte patch on
each wing. The white didn't show when it was perched on the wire.

"It would not look well for a bird dreSsed in a ‘shlnlng robe' to have patches
showing, would it?" giggled Carols

. All too soon the car left the highway, crossed & bridge, and stopped in front
of ‘the hotel. The Bird Lady hurried out to greet her fr1ends. When she turned to
the girls,. they told her of the phalnopepla.

"londerful,™ she smiled. "After lunch I shall show you a phalnopepla s nest.
It is just a short Way up “the rlver..

"There's a phalnopepla,f the Bird Lady ‘said that afternoon. "Look at the tip
of the dead branch on the seoond tree from the fence."

) "But that bird isn't a glossy black. It is a d1rty brown, or brownish gray,"
“Carol protested. "It does have a crest 'however."

" The bird darted out from its perch, snapped up a flying insect, and roeturned
to the same tw1g. . . ;

"I acts. like a flycatcher," observed Anlta. "And I didn't see eny white wing
patches when 1t flew, either." '

"ihat excellent birders you gifls are!" exclaimed the Bird Lady. "This is ths
female phalnopapla. Except for her trim shape and her crest, she does not resemble
the male. We notice her less often, because she is not conspicuous. These birds

' do not réally belong to the leoateher famlly, but because they catch their food
on the wing, just'as the flycatchers do; 'they are often called silky flycatchers.
Her nest is right under that bunch of mlstletoe in the mesquite at the left."

"I see it," whispered Carol. "And there is & black head and crest stlcking up,
end a long black taile Why, it is the male phainopeplal Whatever is he doing on
thet nest?"

The Bird Ledy smiled, "I watched this nest being builte And do you know who
did it? The gentleman who is keeping the eggs warm! He chose the site, and
brought the twigs and fibers. He tied the materials together with hair and bits of
spider web. He would sit on the platform and twist and turn to shepe the nest, and
often singing as he worked. He lined 1t down from last year's seed pods."

"Where was Mrs. Phainopepla?" asked Anlta.

"Oh, she came now end then to inspect the work, but I never saw her place as
much as one twig. Sometimes she scolded him with' & harsh 'Sorat' note. But most
of the time ,8he was not to be, seén., I imagine' she was away slghtseelng, or visite'
ing her! friends. ' When the nest 'was complete, she laid the eggss Now they share
the duty of keeping them warm. Vhen they hatch, both parents will feed the young."

-7 -



The female flew away, bobbing along with e zig-gzag, irregular flight, as *
phainopeplas have short wings. When she returned, she circled, then dropped down
beside the nest. Her mate was off end away in e flash.

"I wonder if he has gone to get a drlnk U Anlta said to herself¢ "Lobk, here
he comes back with his wing patches shining." )

The bird settled on the very twig his w1fe had used in watchlng for 1nsects.
With a flip of his tail, he uttered a clear,; beautiful note.

He sounds like a robin," Anite commented.

It was s low warbllng song, full of notes jumbled together, the tones as .
musical as a flute. His orest was tilted forward. The sun shone on his slender,
gleaming body, giving it & greenish sheen.

"Now come," the Bird Lady invited when the song wes endeds "I cen show you
some babies already out of the nests They are two weeks old, but not strong enough
to fly yet." She stopped in a little thicket.

Three babies were huddled on tha thorny branches of a mesquite. "Oh aren't
they the sweetest little thlngs," crowed Anlta. "They look exactly like their
mother, even. to the crests.'

4

"Except thet they have very short tails, like all baby birds," noticed Carol.

Mrs. Phainopeéia flew in with an insect which shé pushed into the open mouth of
one of the babies. The others noisily scolded for their share. The male darted up
with a grasshopper,

"Do they eat anything besides bugs?" one of the girls asked.

"They are fond of berries. like mistletoe, juniper and mulberriess In some
sections of the West they eat elderberries and pepper berries. )

"That s wonderful experience," Mrs. Martin sighed, looking back at the first
phainopepls, still perched on the dead twige "Such dignity and charm and grace.
And what a lovely song he sang for us. I shall never forget the aristocratic phain-
opepla and his black velvet robe."

e, (a) Fill the blanks with four-letter words:
The male pheinopepla =

is the only black with a crest.

catches insects on the «

has a white patch on each Aot

likes to do the work of his

has short wings:end a long o

8ings a low sweet e .

builds a saucer-shaped .

has a bleck bill and. .

has two bright red .
Phainopepla means 'shining Y

(v) Find words in the story whlch are the
oppos1tes of those in the list below:

~:7z-_l. white 6e straight
_Jajzéﬁﬁﬂ'z. plump . 7. reguler
P 3. dull e 8, wesk
4. clean ' 9. right
+Be short . 10, praise

" (¢) Write down the nemes of the objects pic-

p tured above the line. Then cross out the letters

. which spell the objects below the line. The let-
terarthat are left spell something you see on the

phalnopeplg_ ’ : i
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