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Note from the Executive Director

We feel so privileged to be
able to carry on a vision that
God gave Pastor Rick
Hayden so many years ago –
i.e. to minister to churches
and their pastors that are off
the beaten path. Let me
share about some of those
places where God is clearly
using and blessing those
generous gifts that you have
sent to CRGA.
On this last trip, we went into
the area of Maisi - a district in
an eastern mountain range
where we visited four
different churches. Three of
these churches were utterly
destroyed by hurricane
Matthew. In the fourth
location a pastor’s house was
almost entirely wiped out. All
that was left standing was his
kitchen in which over 80
people huddled for 36 hours
while the storm passed over
them.
We had sent some money to
these four churches last
November as part of our
initial relief effort. The reports
that we got from this area as
we visited them last month

were amazing! The churches
Please pray with us that as
did not look after their own
these buildings are
needs first. With the money
reconstructed, the body of
that was sent, they began to
Christ in Cuba grows strong
help those whose homes had
as well. Pray that they will be
been damaged or
able to withstand the
This is a living spiritual storms that will
destroyed. Even
example of
individuals not
surely come their way.
how relief work Pray for us as we return
attending church
results in the this fall to find more
were aided with food
salvation of
and construction
faithful pastors and
souls and the churches that we can
materials. As a direct
glorification of help. We have a unique
result of these
our Lord and
actions, these
opportunity going
Saviour.
churches are now
forward. Our lead man
overflowing with new
in Cuba who heads up
believers, even though there
Calvary Road there has been
are still no church buildings to
elected as the president of
meet in! They meet in
the Eastern Baptist
outbuildings, in pastors’
Convention. This can be a
homes, or under a makeshift
great advantage for us to
roof.
identify qualifying churches
and pastors who need our
help. The harvest is ripe in
Cuba and the time is now.
Will you stand with us and
with them?
Pastor Werner Peters
Executive Director
This is a living example of
how relief work results in
the salvation of souls and
the glorification of our Lord
and Saviour.
Now it really is time to rebuild,
and the Lord has provided for
us to enable these four
places to completely rebuild
their sanctuaries. They will be
built out of blocks and cement
this time, so that they need
never again be destroyed by
a hurricane.

werner1950@gmail.com
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Visions of Cuba
We recently accompanied
several other fellow believers on
a “vision trip” to Cuba. Unlike a
traditional short term mission trip,
the purpose of a vision trip is not
to “do” actual ministry activity,
but rather to explore the
challenges and opportunities for
ministry in a different culture. Our
missions support to Cuba is
somewhat unique in that we do
not send over missionaries but
rather endeavor to support local
churches and pastors as they
minister within their own
communities and culture to
spread the Good News. We were
excited to “see” how God is
working through the lives of
those whose ministries we have
connected with the past few
years.

by Cathy Dam

be. The top of the sink was oddly
bare where the faucet should be.
This was not just an unfinished
pending project. When we realized
that it might be months or years
before they can source or afford
plumbing materials to finish the
kitchen sink, suddenly our own
temporary lack of modern
conveniences seemed insignificant.
We humbly listened as this pastor
discussed his outreach work
amongst his hurricane ravaged
community and realized that, in
God’s economy, this family was
experiencing a measure of blessing
unknown to many in Canada.
We observed true compassion in
inhospitable environments. In at
least one community that had been
hard hit by the destructive forces of

Upon our return to Canada, we
have now had an opportunity to
reflect on the vision of Cuba that
God enabled us to experience.
The following are several images
from the overall vision garnered
during our seven-day journey.
We perceived an abundance of
spiritual fruit amidst material
scarcity. Our own
accommodations were quite
plain and, consistent with Cuba’s
reputation, we had to manage for
a time without some basic
creature comforts – like running
water. We had to adapt
physically but our attitudes also
required adjustment. One day,
after travelling over miles of
rough roads, we visited the home
of one pastor and his family.
They showed us renovations and

repairs that they had undertaken
following damage from hurricane
Matthew. I happened to glance
at the sink mounted in a
beautifully tiled counter. In the
center was a hole where the
drain plumbing was supposed to
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Hurricane Matthew, government
officials had already come and gone,
doling out band aid type relief in the
community, such as distributing one
pair of shoes per family. Many
people were still without roofs over
their heads or basic household
furnishings, clothing, beds, and
supplies. In this community, the
church has deliberately chosen to
delay the reconstruction of their
wiped-out building and to reallocate
donations toward putting roofs on
the homes of local families, including
those of unbelievers. Since these
acts of unselfish kindness and
caring, this church has seen many of
these people come to Christ.
We encountered true evangelism in
a hard-scrabble society. We met
pastors and missionaries toiling in a
subsistence lifestyle, that is, their
typical diet would likely not pass the
muster of Canada’s Food Guide. Out
of their simple lives, they eagerly
give their time and energy to
evangelize neighbours, families, and
friends. They are full of joy as they
describe opportunities they have had
to tell someone of the forgiveness of

Christ and witnessing that person
become a believer. In every church
that we visited, we heard about
recent converts. The Cuban church is
growing. We do not know the
numbers or percentages, but even
small works of twenty to thirty people
have seen new converts to Christ in
recent weeks and months. Almost
every church building is bursting at
the seams. The common theme was
“we need more space to hold God’s
people”.
We recognized true Christian
discipleship in a culture that
encourages devotion to and adulation
of earthly leaders. The lack of
economic resources does not deter
the churches from relatively
advanced discipleship models of
encouraging and growing new
believers. In even the smallest
churches, pastors and missionaries
are training their church members in
the basics of discipleship placing a
high importance on holding on to and
encouraging new believers in the
Christian life. Voodoo idols are
crushed and smashed. Couples
living together are instructed to get
married upon conversion. In addition
to doctrine, new Christians are
instructed on tithing, regular church
attendance, and godly
living. We detected
true beauty in an area
that has a sordid
underside. In one
sparsely furnished
pastor’s home, we
visited in the main
living area in which his
university degree was
prominently displayed
on the wall. Among
the other simple
decorations was an
item that looked like a ball of string
from which a couple of skewers
protruded. One of our party picked it
up and challenged us to guess what it
was. After a couple of lame attempts on
our part, we were told that this was a
shoe repair kit that the pastor uses to
sew up his ten-year-old pair of shoes to
keep them wearable as he walks the
uneven roads of his community to serve
his church, to tell others of Christ, and
to minister in his area. “How beautiful
on the mountains are the feet of the
messenger who brings good news,
the good news of peace and
salvation”.
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A Note from the Treasurer

God is not only good, He is also so
faithful, and gracious! THANK
YOU VERY MUCH to so many of
our Calvary Road supporters for
your amazing generosity in
response to our appeals post
Hurricane Matthew in early
October 2016. At this point, I am
delighted to report to you that we
have now invested more than
$75,000 into hurricane restoration
for churches, parsonages,
parishioners' homes, homes of
others in the communities who
were destitute and just needed the
help, and more. You should know
that what you / Calvary Road sent

in financial support, the local
church there did as much in giving
out of their own need to their
communities, so together, the
name of our God was lifted high

for all to praise and thank - to God
alone be the glory! We expect to
support even more hurricane
reconstruction work, and plan to
further inspect reconstruction
progress during our fall mission
trip, and will update you again after
that. Another praise note: our 2017
Cuban pastor payroll has now

agreed to step into the
Executive Director position on
an acting basis, and we are so
very grateful for this. Pastor
Werner has been on the Calvary
Road leadership team for
several years, and his extensive
involvement with the Calvary
Road ministry to Cuba has
spanned nearly 10 years now.
Please pray for both Pastor
Alan, and Pastor Werner for
strength and blessing as they
each continue to so faithfully
serve our Lord.
In His Service with you
Dave Ross

been fully funded (including
pledges still to come during the
remainder of the year). We hope to
consider more pastors and
churches during our fall mission
trip - please pray for God's leading
for us.
On a totally different note, I am
sorry to have to inform you that
due to the great pastoral needs at
his new church, Pastor Alan
Butryn has had to step away from
Calvary Road leadership. The
entire Calvary Road leadership
team, and our partners in Cuba all
wish to extend our thanks to
Pastor Alan for his capable
leadership over these past 2+
years. The good news is that
Pastor Werner Peters graciously

Please send your support for
Calvary Road's mission to
Cuba to:
David Ross, Treasurer
Calvary Road Gospel
Association
39 Inverness Crescent
Riverview, NB E1B 3Z6
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Family Profile
Pastor Michel Oduardo Garcia was
born on January 14, 1982 in Bayamo, Granma Province and when he
was 10 years old received Christ as
his Saviour through his older sister
who told him the plan of salvation.
Although he had read through the
Bible before, at that moment the
Holy Spirit opened his heart and
removed the blinders from his eyes.
It was a child-like faith with an insatiable spiritual thirst. When his parents found out, they were displeased and ashamed to have a
religious son. They objected to him
going to church and threatened to
burn his Bible. Despite being a
child he had a deep spiritual thirst
and prayed under the sheets, whistled hymns and secretly went to
church. For 5 years his faith increased and grew stronger. It was
a great test of faith and at 15 years
old he was permitted to go to
church. (Rom. 8:35)
Through testing and problems his
relatives were thirsty and also left
their old beliefs!
Michel attended baptism classes
with a heart on fire to be something
for the Lord. He prayed to the Lord
to reveal the ministry he had for him
and was overjoyed seeing his
friends conversions during secondary school. The fire that the prophet
Jeremiah had was increasing in
him, also.

After a 3 year courtship, he
married Noelvis in December
2005. She left her career as a
dentist to also serve the Lord.
In October 2006 he graduated
as a pastor and was sent to
Yamaniguey, Moa in Holguin.
Their two children were born
there, Emanuel Michel on January 21, 2007 and Keren Noemi on July 31, 2008. He
served as pastor and director
of the Bible Institute there for 4
years and then was called in
September 2010 to minister in
Palmarito.
His goal was to restore things
that had been set aside
(prayer, praise and worship,
youth work, etc.) and develop
leaders. They now have
strong prayer cells, marriage mentoring and a growing church.
They are thankful to have been given a home for their family—
previously they were living in Sunday School rooms in the church.
The church has tripled in size since they came and they are grateful
for the witness the church now is in the community.
Today they can say “Ebenezer”, knowing that they are unworthy
servants, and knowing that God will equip them with everything good
that they may do his will, working in them that which is pleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Hebrews 13:20-21

He was baptized in 1999 at 18
years old and at 17 began his missionary work while still in school.
He would bike or walk 7 km from
where he lived to the mission and
by God’s grace the mission grew
and the work was very fruitful.
In 2002 while attending a convention he felt called to the pastorate
and began attending the Baptist
Theological Seminary in Eastern
Cuba. During his 4 years of study
he worked in two churches.

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please advise us by way
of mail or email:

Walt Noordam
526 Chantel Court
Sarnia, ON N7T 6H7
wynoordam@gmail.com

