Union Congregational Church
105 Pleasant Street
East Bridgewater, MA 02333

From the Pastor…
When I came to you brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in
lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him
crucified. (1 Corinthians 2: 1-2)
Since I’ve been a pastor, I have found the journey through Lent to be a difficult one. I’m very much
aware of how important it is to be more prayerful, more reflective, more penitential. I remember
when I was a lay person not doing much of that at all, so I feel like I should somehow be doing it for
the folks in my church. It is a silly notion, really, but I do it anyway.
I do take the time to think about how I’m doing as a pastor, a husband, a family member, a friend, a
citizen, a man, a disciple. I realize how I come up short and resolve to do better. Sadly, too often,
that resolve goes the way of New Year’s resolutions. One of the things I’ve learned is that past
failures should not deter future efforts.
The whole Lenten process culminates in Holy Week where I find myself in what seems to be
constant worship, and worship of the most solemn kind, in the shadow of the cross. I usually get to
Easter gasping. The joy of Easter is real and true. It is all the metaphors rolled together: out of the
darkness into the light, life after death, born anew, and on…
Then I realize how worth it is to take the Lenten journey. I invite you to enter into it in your own
way. I think you will find it deepens the meaning of life.
Blessings,
Pastor Jim

Finance
We’ve had some questions recently on “What are the fellowship dues and
where does it go?” Here is a little bit of information on it. To see more go to
http://www.macucc.org/fellowshipdues.

What are Fellowship Dues?
Fellowship dues consist of two parts:



Association dues - cover the cost of Association programs and services. Each Association sets its own dues.
Conference dues - contribute to the cost of Conference services and programs, including the regionally deployed
ministers and staff. Fellowship dues accounts for approximately ½ of the total financial support for the Conference. The
Conference portion of the fellowship dues is set by the annual meeting of the Conference.

How are fellowship dues calculated?
Fellowship dues are assessed on a per member basis according to the membership numbers reported by churches to the
Conference as of December 31 of each year. An annual report form is sent to every church. If no report form is received
back by the Conference, the prior year’s numbers are used. See amounts below. Our association is the Pilgrim
Association.

2017 Fellowship Dues per Member
Conference

19.00

Barnstable Association
Berkshire Association
Central Association
Franklin Association
Hampden Association
Hampshire Association
Metropolitan Boston Association
Northeast Association
Old Colony Association
Pilgrim Association

TBD
1.50
1.65
1.50
1.00
2.00
3.32
1.10
1.25
1.30

So our dues for this year are $19 + $1.30 = $20.30 / member.
Any questions please see a member of the finance committee:
Susan Muise, Kathy Charlebois, Marc Rando, Lorraine Kitchell
Howard Martin – Treasurer, Laurie Mitcheson – Asst. Treasurer
or Vern Post – Asst. Treasurer

Deacons
Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Come One, Come All...

Our Annual Ham & Bean Dinner & Pound Auction will take place on

Saturday, March 4th @ 6PM
$5 per person / $20 family
Please do not miss out on the great food and fun!

Deacons for 2017 are:
Lenore Christensen, Bill Driscoll, Mary Perkins, Stephanie Rando,
Jamie Reardon, Dave Repeta, Dennis Wilburn and Dave Young
*** questions or concerns? We are all available to you

Music
This past winter has been difficult for the choir with lots of colds and sore throats,
but hopefully we will be back on track as the weather improves! Thank you to all
who have been there and been able to sing every week!
Do you have a favorite hymn that you haven’t heard in a while? If so, please let
Pastor Jim, Parnel, or any member of the Music Committee know, and we will do
our best to use that song during a Sunday service.
Your Music Committee,
Rachelle Croteau
Patricia Martin
Sherrie McCullough
Barbara Putt
Kathy Young

Trustees
The Trustees welcome Roy Augustson and Don Ryan to the Board. We thank them both
for their time. Roy and Don join Scott Poulin, Gary Martin, Vern Post and Dick
Gleason on the Board.
We remind members to please close doors
and windows if you are last to leave the Church
and to lock the door please.
As far as repairs go, we are fielding bids to replace our boiler as it has been determined
that it cannot be repaired to the point of reliability. We will keep you updated on this
news.

Dates to remember: Spring Cleanup is 9 am on Saturday May 6
Please mark your calendar and consider helping because…

The Annual Goods and Services Auction and Dinner will be

Saturday, April 8th at 6 pm.
If you have an item or service that you can donate,
please let any of the Trustees know.
We thank you.

The Union Coffeehouse
Proudly Presents

”Kindred”
Annie Barry & Katie O’Sullivan
for Our 11

th

Annual - “Irish Night” - Tonight…Everyone is Irish!!!

Saturday March 18, 2017 - Admission: $20.00 - Reservations Required
(All Proceeds to benefit the Youth Ministry’s Workcamp Fund)

*** FOR THIS SHOW ONLY!! ***
Doors will open @ 5:30 pm for Blarney - Dinner to be served @ 6:00 pm with Entertainment to follow

“KINDRED” - Katie & Annie are continuing their recent tradition, where Katie travels down to
Florida for several gigs down there and Annie & Terry will be coming back with her to continue
rehearsals and possibly make a quick appearance up here at Rick’s Open Mic, before being with us
on the 18th!! They continue to work on expanding their repertoire, including Terry for more beautiful
3 Part harmonies! Katie & Annie have both been a driving force behind this night and we hope that
they will continue to be!
As most of you are aware, this show is slightly different than our regular events; we’ll offer an
evening of traditional Irish Faire (Shepherd's Pie & Boiled Dinner - Smoked Shoulder). The price of
your admission will include your dinner, your refreshments (Hot or Cold) and dessert as well as all
of the evening’s entertainment. One thing you can be sure of on this night; you will share a good
meal, with some great people, you’ll hear some beautiful music and I’m sure you’ll share in more
than a laugh or two!

We hope you’ll come out and join us for the night…and get your Irish on!
For Reservations/Meal choice, please call (508) 345-3682 or email i42golf3@yahoo.com
(Reservations will be limited to approx. 104…and some have already been taken)

http://www.uccofeb.org/coffee-house.html

Christian Education

At our February meeting, the CE Committee reorganized and welcomed two new members,
Dawn Currier and Kelly Stout. Continuing members are Mary Beth Poulin, Jennifer Repeta,
and Jacquie Rose with alternate teachers Meg Clapp and Jamie Mitcheson and Assistant
Teachers Lauren Mitcheson and Robert Lauzier. Throughout the month of March, the
children will be learning about the Life of Noah. Last week, we measured the length of the
cemetery behind the church, and we learned that Noah's Ark was much, much longer than
our own backyard!

13 13 –
18 19 –
27 –

Lauren Mitcheson’s Birthday
Andrew Talbot’s Birthday
Allen Guild’s Birthday
Rosemary Moore’s Birthday
Lu Post’s Birthday
If you would like to add and of your family
members birthdays and anniversaries
to the newsletter just email the office
(office@uccofeb.org)
or put a note in Laurie’s mailbox and provide
these dates for your family.
Thank you!!
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Office Hours 9-12 pm
Food Pantry Delivery - 10 am
Yoga with Rachelle – 5:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal –
7:00 pm
Service – 7:00 pm
AA – 7 pm

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

Office Hours 9-12 pm

Deacon’s Ham & Bean
Supper and Pound
Auction – 6:00 pm

11

5

6

7

8

9

10

Worship & Sunday
School – 10:00 am
Bell Rehearsal – 11:30 am
– 1:00 pm
AA – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Boy Scouts – 7:00 pm

Bible Study – 1:30 pm
Girl Scouts – 6:00 pm
Bible Study – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Food Pantry – 12:30 – 2:00 pm
Yoga with Rachelle – 5:30 pm
AA – 7 pm
Trustee Mtg – 7:15 pm
Finance Mtg – 7:15 pm
Deacon Mtg – 7:15 pm

Boy Scout Committee
Mtg – 7 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Worship & Sunday
School – 10:00 am
Bell Rehearsal – 11:30 am
– 1:00 pm
AA – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Boy Scouts – 7:00 pm

Bible Study – 1:30 pm
Girl Scouts – 6:00 pm
Bible Study – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-11 am
Yoga with Rachelle – 5:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal –
7:00 pm
AA – 7 pm

Boy Scout Planning
Mtg – 7 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm

Coffeehouse – Irish
Night
Doors open at 5:30 pm
Dinner served at 6 pm

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Worship & Sunday
School – 10:00 am
Bell Rehearsal – 11:30 am
– 1:00 pm
AA – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Boy Scouts – 7:00 pm

Bible Study – 1:30 pm
Girl Scouts – 6:00 pm
Bible Study – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
MainSpring Meal
Yoga with Rachelle – 5:30 pm
AA – 7 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm

Food Pantry – 9:30 am–
11:00 am
Filedheacht Music
School – 4:00 – 11:00 pm

26

27

28

29

Worship & Sunday
School – 10:00 am
Bell Rehearsal – 11:30 am
– 1:00 pm
AA – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Boy Scouts – 7:00 pm
Exec. Mtg – 7:15 pm

Bible Study – 1:30 pm
Girl Scouts – 6:00 pm
Bible Study – 6:00 pm

Office Hours 9-12 pm
Yoga with Rachelle – 5:30 pm
AA – 7 pm

