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“Preparing All Students to be Successful in Life”

From the Superintendent/Elementary Principal - Robert Sittig

Unfortunately, the term bullying comes up in schools from time to
time, so I thought it would be a good idea to write an article about the
topic. To begin, I think it is important to understand the definition of
bullying.
From the US government website StopBullying.gov, the definition
of bullying is as follows: “Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior
among school aged children that involves a real or perceived power
imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated,
over time.” In order to be considered bullying, the behavior must be
aggressive and include:


An Imbalance of Power: Kids who bully use their power—such as physical strength,
access to embarrassing information, or popularity—to control or harm others. Power
imbalances can change over time and in different situations, even if they involve the same
people.



Repetition: Bullying behaviors happen more than once or have the potential to happen more
than once.

There are three types of bullying:






Verbal bullying is saying or writing mean things.
Verbal bullying includes:
o Teasing
o Name-calling
o Inappropriate sexual comments
o Taunting
o Threatening to cause harm
Social bullying, sometimes referred to as relational bullying, involves hurting someone’s
reputation or relationships. Social bullying includes:
o Leaving someone out on purpose
o Telling other children not to be friends with someone
o Spreading rumors about someone
o Embarrassing someone in public
Physical bullying involves hurting a person’s body or possessions. Physical bullying
includes:
o Hitting/kicking/pinching
o Spitting
o Tripping/pushing
o Taking or breaking someone’s things
o Making mean or rude hand gestures

At times, a parent will report to school personnel that their child is being “bullied.” When
we do an investigation, we determine that the behavior does not fit the definition of bullying
usually because there is no imbalance of power or it is a one-time incident. That does not mean
that the behavior is not concerning or that we will not do anything to address what happened, but
we also are not going to say the child was bullied.
Parents should be aware that we have a policy against both bullying and cyberbullying.
Bullying is prohibited in our school, and we will do what we can to prevent it or we will address it
according to our school board adopted behavior plan. As much as we would like, we cannot
prevent bullying from occurring. We try to educate our students on what bullying is, and what
they should do if it happens. I personally meet with all elementary students twice year to talk
about our Bulldog Code and bullying. I explain what bullying is, and tell them that they must tell
an adult if it occurs. I emphasize that we do not want any bullying to occur but we cannot do
anything about it if we don’t know about it. We also try to explain the difference between
reporting bullying (helping someone, possibly themselves, who is having a difficult time) and
being a tattle tale (trying to get someone in trouble), which is a fine line for even adults to
understand.
At times a behavior will be called bullying when it is really a lack of social skills or conflict
resolution skills. In those situations, we try to educate students to give them the skills to avoid
these situations. In addition, in her weekly classroom guidance sessions, our elementary counselor
Abby Danko will work with the entire class on building relationships, being a good friend, and
conflict resolution to try to give students the skills to be successful both academically and socially.
When needed, Mrs. Danko will also meet with individual students or small groups to work on
specific issues and skills.
When we receive a report of bullying or other inappropriate behavior, we investigate as best
we can by talking to all involved including witnesses. When we think we have a clear
understanding of what happened, we take action according to our behavior plan. I will tell you it is
difficult sometimes to arrive at that “clear understanding” when the victim, perpetrator and
witnesses are younger students. Quite often, if it is a first-time occurrence, we inform the
perpetrator that the behavior is inappropriate, that it must stop, and they must not do or say
anything to the victim that could be considered retaliation for reporting the behavior. My
experience has been that often the behavior will end at that point without formal disciplinary action
being taken. Once again, I cannot guarantee the behavior will stop, which is why I tell students
they must report it if it continues. If the behavior continues, then disciplinary action will be taken
while also trying to educate the student so that it does not happen again.
I wish I could honestly say that bullying does not occur in our school, but we all know that it
probably goes on in every school. I can honestly say, however, that we do not ignore reports of
bullying or inappropriate behavior, and we will do what we can to minimize the behaviors and take
appropriate action when necessary.

Jim Aisenbrey – Secondary Principal
Happy Valentines everyone!
We are at the time of year where students in grades 8-11 have been
thinking about classes they would like to take next year. Students in these
grades pre-registered for classes the week of January 29th. Once the schedule
has been built, students will be able to finalize their class selections. As
always, I encourage parents to talk to their children about the classes they
select, their career choices, and how the classes they select relate to their
career fields.
Choices students make now can have a major impact on their futures. As I tell the students,
the classes they pre-register for are their wish lists. Because of the complexity of making a
schedule, the schedule is built on how many requests I can accommodate. Since I cannot fulfill all
requests, I fulfill as many as I can. Usually I am able to fulfill around 90% of all students requests,
but that means 10% of the requests will require students to make choices for alternative courses
they would be interested in. If you have any questions about class registration, class choices, or
college and career readiness, you should contact our school counselor, Mrs. Marilyn Schmitz, for
more information.
By now, all of you are well aware that soon our students will be taking a statewide
assessment called Smarter Balance. Smarter Balance is the statewide assessment South Dakota
uses to test students in grades 3-8, and grade 11 on national Common Core standards. Common
Core was initiated by the federal government to replace a previous federal education program
called No Child Left Behind (NCLB).
The standards for Common Core created more rigor for teachers and students by developing
standards that are based on problem based learning. This means that students are given a
problem that requires them to think outside the box to develop their own strategies to solve a
problem. Previously with the Dakota Step state assessment, students were expected to know the
learned steps to solve a problem. With Common Core, students have to develop their own steps
and devise a plan for problem solving.
We have prepared ourselves and our students the way that we thought was best by working
with project based activities for the past couple of years. If you have any questions about this topic
or would like to discuss this more, please contact my office. This has been a hotly contested topic
throughout South Dakota and the nation, and I would welcome any conversations you would like to
have on this matter. It is important to remember that students are required by South Dakota
codified law to take the Smarter Balance assessment. Parents who choose to have their children opt
out of this assessment will not be in compliance with state law.

In other school news, Parent-Teachers conferences will be held on Thursday, February 15th,
from 2:30-8:30. Conferences will once again take place in the high school gym. I would like to
encourage all parents to attend conferences and visit with teachers for updates on how their
children are doing in all their classes.
One of the best ways to establish communication between the school and homes is the
parent-teacher conference. According to the August, 2006 issue of Focus on the Family, Dr. James
Dobson outlines four guidelines for making a parent-teacher conference productive.
1) Before the meeting, ask your child how things are going at school. What are
some likes and dislikes, and try to uncover any problems.
2) Arrive on time. Begin your conferences with an expression of thanks and
encouragement. Most teachers work very hard and appreciate kind remarks of
appreciation for their efforts.
3) Ask questions about your child’s performance in a class situation, consistency
of turning in class work or homework, and use of time. A question about your
child’s friends might give some insight into the level of peer influence your
child is being subjected to.
4) Be sure to ask what can be done at home to reinforce what the teacher is
doing.
Conferences provide an opportunity for the teachers and parents/guardians to work in
harmony to educate the most precious commodity of our society, our children. Remember that a
conference is a time to talk, listen and share ideas on educating a child. Be tactful but honest. By
working together, a teacher and the parent/guardian can identify any problems and discover ways
to help a child. Likewise, the strengths of the child can be recognized and rewarded.

Parent-Teachers conferences will
be held on Thursday, February 15th
from 2:30-8:30 pm.
Conferences will once again take
place in the high school gym.

FCCLA Week Celebration
February: FCCLA Week!
February 12-16 is National FCCLA Week. We will be celebrating with daily announcements, an FCCLA fact
scavenger hunt, Valentine treats for all students and staff, prizes for wearing red, member treats, a coloring
contest and more. Check the Baltic FCCLA webpage for full details. http://suzyries.wixsite.com/facs/fccla

Treat Bag Sales Help Fund FCCLA Activities.
FCCLA will once again be selling Valentine treat bags for $1.00 through
February 12. This year we have added the option to also purchase
candy and a Valentine’s plush bear for $5.00. All profits will be used to
help FCCLA members attend chapter activities, support community service
projects and compete at our state leadership meeting in April. Click this link for
order forms: http://suzyries.wixsite.com/facs/fccla. Simply fill out form and
turn in to the office or your child’s teacher by February 12.

Congratulations to our FCCLA Members of the Month for December!
Middle school: Hayley Newburn
High school: Ashtyn Davis
Officer: Brigette Nelson
And congrats to our team of the quarter: Team Instagram led by Jacob Hotzler
*winners are chosen by points earned through participation in chapter activities
February Events:
February 1: Treat bag sales start
February 9: Chapter officer meeting
February 12-15: FCCLA week celebration
February 12: Treat bag sales end
February 14: Valentine treats to all staff and students
February 15: Parent teacher conference babysitting
February 28: Members of the month announced
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EARLY CHILDHOOD SCREENING &
KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP EVENT
Tuesday, March 20, 2018
The Baltic School District will be conducting its annual early childhood
screening and kindergarten round-up event on Tuesday, March 20, 2018.
All children ages birth through 5 years of age are eligible to attend.
The event will occur in the school library from 8:30 am—12:15 pm, and
1:30—5:00 pm. Each child will have the opportunity to meet with a
member of the screening team. Team members will assess each child’s
developmental skills, and results will be shared immediately. Areas of
development that will be screened include: fine motor (e.g., cutting,
writing), gross motor (e.g.,balancing, throwing), language (e.g.,
vocabulary, concepts), behavior (e.g., attention, participation), and
school-readiness concepts (e.g., letters, colors, numbers).
Hearing screenings will be completed by the South Dakota School for the
Deaf, and vision screenings will be completed by the South Dakota Lions
Foundation.
Appointments are required, and registration opens March 1. Contact
Ona at (605) 529-5464 to register, or with questions.
Children eligible to enroll in kindergarten in the Fall of 2018 should bring
copies of birth certificate, social security cards, and immunization records.

Report a Student Absence – Parents Responsibility
When a student is going to be absent, parents are asked to call the school before
9:00am and inform the secretary of the reason for the absence. It is important to note
that the principal has the final decision on whether to excuse an absence, and they can
only make that decision if they know the reason for the absence. It is also important to
note that unexcused absences may result in disciplinary action and/or loss of credit.
I will be honest and say that some parents have not been very good about calling in
when their child is going to be absent. Our assumption is that a family wakes up in the
morning, and then discovers their child is sick and will not attend school that day. When
that decision is made, please call (or email) the school and provide the reason for the
absence. If you call before our secretaries arrive in the morning, you can leave a voice
message.
Quite often, the reason for an absence is a visit to a doctor, dentist, or
orthodontist. When a student visits a doctor, we ask that the parents obtain a note from
the doctor explaining the reason for the absence and how much time the student can be
expected to be absent from the school. A note from a doctor does not necessarily mean
an absence is excused, but it does help the principal decide whether to excuse the
absence.
The doctor note is important for another reason. The elementary and secondary
schools have defined numbers of maximum absences after which disciplinary action
and/or loss of credit can occur. When a student reaches the maximum absences, the
reasons for the absences will be considered in determining whether a student is
disciplined or receives credit, and absences related to medical issues documented by a
doctor note are given special consideration.
Listed below are four main reasons why our school is concerned about student
absences.
1. We want to make sure our students are safe, so we need to make sure a parent is
aware their child is not in school, which is why we request a telephone call prior to
9:00am if a child will be absent.
2. Attendance can directly affect a student's academic performance.
3. Truancy laws require children under the age of 18 to attend school regularly, and
that they be absent only for valid reasons.
4. Our schools receive a School Performance Index score each year, and one if the
factors on which we are rated is student attendance.
Thank you parents for your cooperation in making sure your students attend school
regularly and that you inform the school in a timely manner if your child(ren) will be
absent and the reason for the absence.
A reminder that school will dismiss at 2:00pm on January 31st for teacher in-service.

Supt. Bob Sittig

Here are our 10 ways to show sportsmanship:

1. Do Not Be That Parent
We all know that parent. Some of us are that parent. The one who screams at the refs from the bleachers.
The parent who curses out the coach in front of his child because his kid didn’t get played. The one who
ridicules the players who aren’t as gifted as others. That parent should be ashamed. Set the example for
your child. Unless you have something nice to say, don’t say anything at all. Win or lose, offer high praise
for the effort. Thank the coaches for their time. Teaching kids good sportsmanship starts with the parent’s
behavior.

2. Win with Dignity

Winning is easy. It’s fun. It can also breed arrogance and bad behavior like taunting and mocking the losing
team. Not very appealing traits in a person. Show your child to win with dignity—to shake the opposing
players’ hands after the game and say, “Good game.” To be humble in their success. Coach Dungy is the
model for winning with dignity.

3. Losing with Grace
As stated in the opening paragraph, losing is as important as winning. Congratulate the winners. Support
your child at these times with encouragement and praise. Offer to help them practice more. Gently give tips
on things that might need to be corrected. Emphasize positive actions as opposed to negative feelings.
Hold your head high and be as humble in defeat as in victory.

4. Respect the Game
The showboat. The hot dog. Yes, they can be entertaining and sometimes funny. Unless you are the
Harlem Globetrotters, it really doesn’t have a place in organized sports. Teach your kids it’s okay to be
happy, to celebrate, and to enjoy themselves because it is only a game. But, they need to do so with
respect for the game and the other players. Walter Payton, Payton Manning and Barry Sanders were great
examples of how to deeply love and play a sport with class, heart, and style.

5. Follow the Rules
Remember how John McEnroe used to go ballistic when a call didn’t go his way? He became famous for
his ridiculous temper more than his skill as a tennis player. Rules are in place to make the game fair. To
keep order. Teach your child to follow them and to respect those that are there to implement them. Be a
good sport and acknowledge that not every call will go your way.

6. Point Out Examples
Nothing is better than watching a game with your son or taking your daughter. Great times and memories.
Use those moments to point out examples of both bad and good sportsmanship. You are sure to see both.
Visual examples are always an excellent learning tool.

7. Include Your Teammates
No person is an island. You cannot do it all alone. The ball hog is never a wanted member of any team. If
your child is talented at a particular sport, that is great. Teach him to help the other kids who might not be
as strong. To include them and to use the abilities they bring to the benefit of the team. One child might be
a great ball handler. Another might play excellent defensive. It’s a team and all parts are required to win.

8. Don’t Let Your Child Win Every Time
It’s hard not to do so. They are so adorable and you don’t want to see them sad. You are playing checkers
and you let her win every single time. Playing the great basketball game of H-O-R-S-E with your son and
you intentionally miss the shot that would give him an “E.” As tough as it is, you need to win the game at
least sometimes. How can they learn how to lose and be a good sport if they never do? They will be getting
better and beating you on their own soon enough anyway.

9. Encourage Strong Effort
Having good sportsmanship also means having a strong work ethic. Teach your children to always give
their best effort at practice as well as the game in order to earn the respect of the other players and
coaches. Anything less is not acceptable and should not be tolerated.

10. It’s Just A Game
Children all over the world are sent into war. They are starving. They have horrible things done to them.
Sports are only games. They are for fun. Teach your child the bigger picture…the perspective that it’s a
blessing to be out playing games and enjoying life. Teach them to appreciate it. It’s hard to be anything but
a great sport when you are humbled and thankful for just the opportunity to play.

Shop with Scrip
Our school has an account set up with a program called Scrip. This is a very easy
and fun way to raise money for our school without much effort. (The
merchant gives the Rebate back to the school!)
You simply order gift cards (at face value) online or purchase them in the
Elementary Administrative office, and Baltic receives a percentage of these
orders. The website is: www.shopwithscrip.com, school code is
541154L455529.
This is such a great way to earn funding for our school programs and there are
nearly 400 participating retailers. Go online and check it out today!
We also have these cards available in the Elementary office.
Buffalo Wild Wings ($25)
Holiday Gas ($25)
HyVee ($25, $50, $100)
Menards ($25)
Pizza Ranch ($25)
Shopko ($25)
Subway ($10)
Target ($25, $50)
Walmart ($25, $50, $100)
Classic Corner ($20)
Fareway Foods ($50)
Country Fair ($25, $50)

Mrs. Berg’s 4th Grade News
portions by Meredith Larson
Every Wednesday the school nurse, Linda, has been coming
into our classroom teaching the students about first aid training.
Students will be learning about wounds, nosebleeds, animal bites,
choking, and electric shock. The fourth graders had a chance to
practice compressions on the CPR Annie for CPR.
In reading we have been learning about a variety of skills.
Those skills include graphic sources, compare and contrasting, as
well as Greek and Latin roots. Students have already learned about
sequencing and dictionary/glossary skills.
In math students have mastered long division. They found the
relationship between repeated subtraction and division. Soon we
will be starting the chapter about fractions.
The grammar skill of pronouns have been the focus for the past
couple of weeks. That includes subject and object pronouns,
possessive pronouns, and reflexive pronouns.
Recently in social studies students have been learning the
Northeast region. The Southeast states region will be our next
chapter. Our reading magazines are coming along nicely. Students
have been able to use their keyboarding skills to type their writing
projects.
For those who like to plan ahead there will be an early dismissal
at 2:00 PM on February 15. That is the night of Parent-Teacher’s
Conferences. There will be no school on Friday, February 16 and
Monday, February 19 for President’s Day weekend.

