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Beginning orchid growers are often advised to
purchase mature, blooming size plants, as
they will usually tolerate less than ideal
conditions better than younger plants, and
instant gratification from a plant purchased in
bud or bloom is always a good thing. But one
soon realizes that large plants can be quite
expensive, and many plants just aren't
available in blooming size. And there is also a
special thrill in growing up and blooming a
plant that was obtained as a small seedling!
It can be even more exciting to learn how to
pollinate and make a brand new hybrid that
never existed before, or reproduce a species
from seed.

I’ve been wanting to learn how to grow from
seed soon after getting into orchids and this
month Ellen Covey of Olympic Orchids is
going to show us just that.
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This month's speaker, Ellen Covey, will share
with us exactly how to do that, and hopefully
many of us will be inspired to take that next
step in orchid growing!
Also, many of the plants on her website are
young or medium-sized seedlings, many of
which are offered at surprisingly reasonable
prices. I've gotten some wonderful plants
from her in the past, and have already sent
my pre-order to her for some more gems -- I
hope you'll do the same! In fact, it was her
encouragement (via email) that prompted me
to try growing my first flask of tiny seedlings a
while back -- and all of those seedlings from
that flask are doing quite well! (When they
get just a little bit larger, I'm going to have
plenty to share with everyone!) I'm looking
forward to learning more about growing
orchids from seed, and I hope I'll see you at
our meeting on Sunday.

--Mark

Take some fertile seeds, some agar, some
fungus to help the orchids grow and viola.
Have you ever wondered where the dizzying
array of hybrid orchids and amazing line bred
species come from? Well, they all start as
seed created from combining the genes from
two high quality plants. Hybridization of
orchids has resulted in the creation hundreds
of thousands of crosses, many of these are
some of our favorite plants. What’s better is
that there are so many species and hybrids
that the future possibilities are practically
endless.
I’ll be honest, this could be a dangerous talk
for me if I come out with the ability to start
flasking my own crosses because I only see a
full greenhouse getting even fuller. No
problem there, that just means more plants
to share.
And speaking of sharing, please be thinking
about the plant swap next month by making
divisions, rounding up extras you want to
share, or bringing in plants just to make some
room in your collection. To all new members,
next month will be a great time to get some
plants to practice your culture techniques on.
Hope to see you all this weekend.
Forrest Brem
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Laelia lucasiana

Dr. Ellen Covey has been growing orchids for over 30 years. In
2006 she established Orchid Finders, a locator service for hard to
find species and varieties, and Olympic Orchids, a nursery located
just north of Seattle, WA. Over the past six years the nursery
business has grown and evolved. Currently, most sales are online
through the Olympic Orchids website (orchidfinders.com) and
locally
at several
Photos
by Eric
Hunt shows a year.

Ellen specializes in growing orchid species, especially miniatures
and seedlings, but also grows some cattleya alliance hybrids.

Psychopsis papilio

Sophronitis cernua

Nanodes schlechterianum

Her mission is to
promote conservation
of orchid species
through propagation,
while at the same
time providing quality
plants to collectors
nationwide at
reasonable prices.

Masdevallia yungasensis

As the business has
developed, more and
more plants are being
bred in-house and
most plants are now
grown from flask.

Den. unicum

Originally trained as a biologist
and neurobiologist, Ellen also
works as a professor at the
University of Washington.

The Detling Report
What a great meeting we had in June: a
record number of people (57), orchids
everywhere, delicious food, and a great
program!
New members in attendance included Andrea
Price and Keith Grieser (shown in the photo
below), and Brenda and John Wilcher. We
hope the other new members who joined
during the May show can join us for the July
meeting.
Our 12 visitors included Teresa Summey,
Marvelle Watson, David Ludgman, Suzie
Morris, Dave Bauer, Greg Chandler, Lauryce
Graves, Charlotte Woods, Lois Woods, Jo
Hale, Terry Thompson, and Trisha Pegues.
Lauryce, who has visited several times before,
became our newest member. Welcome
Lauryce! Terry Thompson, as most of you
know, is a former MOS member. Terry says
he has been extremely busy this past year
writing a book. Keep in touch Terry and come
back when the book is finished and things
settle down a bit.

Debra Talks Money
If you would you like a Memphis Orchid
Society Name Tag the cost is $7.00 for a
pin tag and $9.00 for a magnet tag.
Thank You!
Debra Baker

1% for Orchid
Conservation
Update 24
Please click here for the updated version:
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.o
rg/update/24.html
Mark Sullivan

Tentative Shows

Hope to see you all at the July meeting!
Bill and Nancy

Sep 21-23

Alabama Orchid Society
Birmingham, AL

Nov 2-4

Middle Tennessee
Orchid Society
Nashville, TN

June Minutes
Mark Mills brought the meeting to order.
Old business:
Thank you to all for the continued success of the
Memphis May Show. Charles Wilson informed us the
Atlanta office of the AOS indicated that our May show
had the most awards they have given to date for a
show. Vendor comments were very positive and it
was said we are one of the friendliest societies.
New business:
A proposal for MOS club shirts (polo type) is in the
works. The MOS design for custom or standard will
be determined after we get some pricing quotes.
Visitors:
Bill and Nancy Detling introduced new members and
visitors. It was one of the largest number of
attendees we have had in a good while. Last count
was 56.
Treasurer:
Debra Baker announced the MOS directory is out.
Also there are only 6 bags of MSU fertilizer left @ $3
per bag.
June presentation:
Forrest Brem gave a Green Growers crash course on
orchid care. These helpful instructions and tips will
be incorporated into the MOS website at some time
in the future.
Food and beverages were provided by Susan & Ronny
Young and Pam Popejoy.
We had a wonderful show and tell of lovely orchids
from our members. After a tough decision, Adrian
Giles awarded the Orchid of the Month for June 2012
to David Potts for his Doritaenopsis Gu Keng Beauty.
Quite a few orchids were auctioned off at the close of
the meeting.
Mark Mills declared the meeting adjourned.
Melissa Garner

AOS Magazine Donation
We have received a generous donation of
American Orchid Society Magazines from
an amazing anonymous donor (Debra
Baker)!
They will be available at the meeting.

Orchid Books
If you are considering the purchase of new
or used books (orchid or any other types
of book), members might want to
consider a 'feel good' website.
Look on www.betterworldbooks.com
as they have an excellent selection - as
well as the bonus that they provide a free
book to someone in need worldwide for
every book they sell.
Thanks! Charles and Susan Wilson

