As Hosea dives deeper into the problems in Israel's culture 


that bring pending doom 


and our current cultural divides and issues, 

it is important to see the reality of human nature 


and the cycles that God's people have gone through.  

There are all kinds of situations in our text 


that connect back to earlier texts and prophets 


and are used by New Testament writers in the 800 years afterwards.  



Such as the return to Egypt 




in reversing the Exodus, 



the incidents of Gilgal 




with demanding a King, 



and Gibeah's actions 




that led to a civil war recorded in Judges 19-20.  


In the New Testament, 



Jesus' warning of “I never knew you” 



and “I am the true vine” build off these texts.  



As do many of Paul and John's writings.  

The reason we find ourselves being able to make connections to the texts so easily is, 


we have not changed.  


We still have not fully committed to God being our King and ruler, 



our bridegroom and sole lover.  


Even with Jesus coming 



and more fully living out 



and teaching what this would look like, 




we are not 100% on board.

Which brings upon us a two sided danger, 


how do we apply the text today.  

The first side of the danger is, 


how applicable it is,



because we go through cycles,


it does not take much of a biblical scholar 



to take any of the issues that Hosea, 



or scripture as a whole brings up 




and apply it to today.  



Especially if we are carrying the idea that our nation 




is God's new Chosen Nation.  

The false idea that the United States is somehow the remnant of Israel.  


This Christian Nationalism 



has caused problems in the United States for centuries.  


But what we achieved under this banner of “God's chosen Nation” 



is nothing like what God called Israel to be or do.  

If the propaganda that I grew up with in the 80's was correct, 


we have the strongest military,


 the strongest economy, 


the best education, 


had the best government in democracy, 


and the best health care,



 to name a few.  

But if we are the best in everything 


by our own doing, 


than what need is there for God?  



We are self-sufficient.  

Part of what Israel is mocked for in out text, 


is believing is that they were fine without God.  



They could pick their own kings, 



make their own alliances, 



start their own battles, 



worship their own way.  


Which is not heard in the stories where Israel is seen following God.  



In the times of Moses, 



Joshua, 



and David, 




the Israelites are constantly asking God if they should do something.  




Inquiring if it is God's will.  


They realized they needed to make sure, 



because if they did not, 




they would lose.  





Because they did not have anything to spare.  



They were a small, 



weak nation 




in the midst of power houses, 



not the power house themselves.

God has tried in so many ways to be clear 


that it is Yahweh who sustains us.  



From leaving portions of armies behind 



to providing manna in the desert.  


But we keep forgetting.  

We try and say we are a Christian nation, 


but then tell everyone it is our military, 


or constitution that have created what is so great about America, 



not God.  

As we do so, 


anyone can quickly pick out all of the weaknesses that continue to exist 



and say, 




“This goes against God's will, 





you are on a road to destruction.”  

Taking this a step further, 


since we have repeated this pattern for millenia as humans 


and Jesus made this pattern clear in the book of Revelation, 



many who want to hear it back up their theology 




say that we are living in the “end times.”  

But the problems they are identifying 


are the same ones that Hosea identified 


and that have plagued humanity since being kicked out of the garden.  



Wanting to be our own God. 

We may be living in the “end times” so to speak, 


but we have been doing so since Jesus ascended to heaven 



following a physical resurrection.    

Had Jesus not said that he would come like a thief in the night, 

had he not said that not even he, 


only the Father knows the day or the hour, 



we could debate that more.  

But since the issues Hosea is addressing 

are the same that Jesus addressed, 

and that Yahweh addressed with Israel during the Exodus, 


I think we need a different approach.

The other side of the danger in applying God's word 


is to say, 



“Yes, we have heard it all before 



and if we have not fixed it in the last 5000 years, 




what makes today any different?”  


This would stand, 



if we were dependent on our own power.  

The good news is, 


we are called to be dependent on God's power.  

When we are dependent on man's power, 


we are like the vine in chapter 10.  



We grow and expand, 




but what we produce is actually poisonous.  


We had a couple of squash plants in our green house that did this.  



They had huge leaves 




and filled up the green house, 



but never took time to produce squash.  


The much smaller tomato plants 



began fighting for light coming in, 




but produced tomato after tomato 





with a fraction of the space.  

If we are growing, 


are we growing in ways that are good and healthy?  


Ways that produce good fruit?  



Is what we are doing 




aligning with God's will 




or our will?

Hosea believes that we can turn back.  

Hosea has lived out the life of turning back.  


He brought Gomer back into his life 



and reestablished the covenant marriage.  


It was not easy,


 it was not pain free, 



but there is nothing in the text 




that says that Gomer never changed 




and was not able to become a loving bride to Hosea.

This transformation is only possible though, 


if we pursue the reality of change.  

There are the markers telling us 


it is time.  



The vulture is circling in the sky, 



the shofar has been blown to sound the alarm, 




there are problems that need addressed.  

Areas where as much as it looks good to us, 


it is not what God desires or intended.  

Chapter 8 speaks to the self-reliance that Israel had leaned on more and more.  


Like you might expect, 



when you are trying to buy your way into people's hearts, 




it works until the money 




or hold on power runs out.  



So the Kings that rose to power 




through a coup stay in power, 





until they can't meet the demands of the people.  




Then assassination or coup follow.  


The calf to worship again, 



works until we realize that we are worshipping molded rock.  




I don't think it is any better than carved stick in changing our life.  



But we do have absolute control over it 




and can do something different 





if it is not producing the intended results.  




But at least we don't have to listen to it's will and desire for us 





and change parts that we are currently enjoying.  


The Allies that Israel tried to keep 



played out like a school bully.  




As long as you paid them your lunch money, 





you were not hurt.  




But with no loyalty beyond the dollar, 





miss a payment and get hurt.  


Fortified cities also fell.  



Which Israel should know better about, 




after they took down Jericho by walking around it 





and playing music 




and conquered Jerusalem through the sewers.  



But maybe if our walls are another foot thicker, 




we will be safe?  

This self reliance fails, 


because we were meant for communal relationships.  

Work atmosphere's that have a sense of family keep employee's longer, 


because it is not just the paycheck that is keeping the employee there.  

God is wanting to establish more than a ruler and servant life.  


He is wanting to make us, 



his children, 



even his bride.  

But this means acknowledging God 


not just in religious actions, 


but in an intimate relationship.  

Instead, 


we hear that Israel 


or “they” did many things, 



but it was not through Yahweh.  


We hear Jesus' warning when he tells the goats, 



“I never knew you.”

Chapter 9 brings the reality to bear.  


If we continue in this way, 



what can we expect?  

Verse 17 concludes 


that we will wanderers amongst the nations, 



rejected by God.  

To which someone might respond, 


“What we just did was not so bad, 



or at least not as bad as what they did.”  

This assumes a singular offense.  


But what if you have been doing it since the day you were born 



and have only become more extravagant in your sin?  

Hosea shows how this growth of sin has happened 


through depending on other nations over the centuries, 



rather than God, 


ignoring God's prophets 



as maniacal men, 


worshipping other god's, 



especially Baal, 




starting during Moses' time.

Verses 1-6 show that the charms and superstitions they have employed 


will be shown as worthless.  

Their situation is changing 


where they won't have access to make sacrifices 



when they are in a foreign land 


and even if they did, 



they would not be accepted.  

This rings home to me when I have experienced calamity.  


One of the first thoughts is, 



“Why is this happening to me, 




I do … 'fill in the blank' for God.”  

Israel had built up the sin offering world 


so that they thought the offerings were enough.  


Actually not sinning 



didn't matter.  

God is opening their eyes.  

He has sent his prophets for years to do so, 


but the people just called them crazy 



and ignored them.  

So God is breaking off the relationship 


and going to stay with his mother, 



is how the current world would phrase it.  

His glory is departing.  


He is remembering the potential he saw 



and then seeing how far short they have come.  


He is letting them see what life is like without his provision.  



Which is barren, 




producing no fruit, 



their children killed, 



cast off, 



and wandering the nations.

While hope could seem lost, 


chapter 10 builds up to verse 12 



to give the people hope and trust 




that something different is possible 



because of their God, 



because they are supposed to be Yahweh's bride.  

But it is again a hard picture to face.  


It acknowledges the long history of rebellion and adultery 



that continues to this moment, 


it uses metaphors of sticks floating in the current,



 treaties backfiring, 



heifers threshing 




to show their poor state of being, 


predictions of decimation, 


the logic of you reap what you sow, 


and recent headlines 



to get the people to repent.  

In verse 12, 


the call to change occurs



calling for them to sow righteousness 



instead unfaithfulness.  

Righteousness remember, 


is staying faithful to the relationships you have, 



especially God.  


Do this 



and receive steadfast love.  


Seek the lord 



and he will rain salvation upon us.  

But as should be clear, 


we have not, 


are not, 


and currently do not have plans of doing this.  

Thus the impending doom of the nation, 


even to this day.  

But what if we did?  

What if we listened to Hosea 


and the other prophets, 

what if we listened to Jesus, 


to the apostles, 

and entered into a monogamous marriage covenant with Yahweh?  


Not having flings with our nation, 


our self-interest, 


or the prince of darkness.  

What if we allowed Yahweh to do the work in us we so need.  


If we sought the Lord, 



we would change the very nature of our world 




into one that reflects the Kingdom of Heaven, 


where the triune God is the only one that they trust.  

May we let God begin that work in us by saying, 


“What I am, 


what we are doing 



is wrong Lord, 


help me be more faithful to you.”
