Web: www.joyfulmotion.com
E-mail: dance@joyfulmotion.com
Phone: 240 - 280 - 2385
to the Joyful Motion Dance Program. Thank you for your business and the opportunity to be part of
your child’s dance education. Included in these pages are the guidelines and policies designed to make the most of
your dance year. Please read it thoroughly, and keep this booklet to refer to throughout the year. If you have
questions, please contact the office.
Joyful Motion was founded in 1990 by Owner Alycia Carlson. We pride ourselves on offering a quality program within
both our private studio and through our sister company JMDiNYC which serves local community facilities. We have
been in our current Savage Mill home for three years and we hope you love it as much as we do!
It is intent of Joyful Motion to provide an enriching dance experience to all of our students. Dance is an educational
and enjoyable activity that improves coordination, promotes quick thinking, instills discipline and creates selfconfidence. There are no short cuts to good dancing, it is important from the very beginning that children are
taught the proper basics at the proper time. We strive to do this with friendly, energetic and age appropriate classes
that set a solid foundation for our students whether they dance just for fun or seriously. Each teacher in our
program follows a curriculum created for each age group and level.

are progressive, with each subsequent one being more advanced than the next. Lower
level classes offer Ballet, Tap & Tumbling. Higher Level Classes offer Ballet, Tap & Jazz. As our dancers become
more accomplished, we offer a Performance Group, Dance Troupe, Pointe and more specialized classes in Ballet, Tap
& Jazz. We also offer Hip Hop classes!
Students are placed in our classes based on age, coordination, prior dance training and technical dance ability.
Students are placed with only the best intentions of the staff and the concern that the student is placed at a level
where they will be challenged not frustrated. All students do not necessarily progress at the same speed and we
place students in an individual manner as they get older to better fill their needs as aspiring dancers. Here at Joyful
Motion we always put the students’ well-being first!

at Joyful Motion is a very talented and diverse group of instructors and staff members. Each
teacher has been carefully placed with the class ages, levels and styles they work best with and have the most to
offer! Our staff attends quarterly professional development as well as monthly meetings to keep appraised on all
things dance. Many of our teachers have been with us for years. Some have grown up with Joyful Motion as
students, then assistants and now teachers! We pride ourselves on a very low turnover rate of staff. All of our
instructors have one thing in common: a love of teaching dance!

Alycia Carlson: Founder & Owner / Studio Director / Instructor
Angela Tart & Dana Lambert, Caitlyn Costello, Kaity Barron: Front Desk, Office & Administrative Staff
Instructors: Miss Tiffany, Miss Jenn, Miss Kaity, Miss Heather, Miss Chelsea, Miss Stacie, Miss Keittra, Miss Bethany,
Miss Courtney, Mr Miguel and Miss Jaye
We are also pleased to have student assistants in many of our classes. These students have been hand
picked to work in our classrooms as teacher aides and have been with Joyful Motion for many years.

with our families is typically done via electronic newsletter and notices. PLEASE GO TO
WWW.JOYFULMOTIONSAVAGE.COM and sign up for our newsletter! The first week of each month our newsletter
“Dancenotes” will be sent to the e-mail address sign up with. Dancenotes” is our primary mode of communication
with our customers so it’s very important that we have a Valid e-mail address that is checked on a regular basis.
Each newsletter will contain upcoming events, closings and important reminders.
Since our instructors have a limited amount of time between classes and we want all of our students, to get the most
out of their class, we ask that you please see the office with any questions you have. Our office is usually staffed
during classes but if it is closed you may contact us via e-mail or phone and for the quickest response e-mail is
suggested. Please note that our instructors have been directed to refer all questions to the office so that they may
focus on the dance education of our students while in the classroom!

to class each and every week is important. Students who attend classes on a regular basis and
who arrive on time are those who experience the most from their dance education. Often when one student is
absent, an instructor will need to repeat an entire lesson plan, arrange an extra rehearsal for the entire class, or at
the very least review choreography. Late comers can be very disruptive and affect the flow of a class. Each class can
be hindered by poor attendance and tardiness or can progress nicely with all striving to attend classes regularly and
on time. Poor attendance habits can also affect a student’s class placement and performance eligibility in our recital.
Please strive to have excellent attendance habits as everyone, including your child, will benefit! As
a courtesy, please call in advance, or inform your instructor if your child will be missing two or more
consecutive weeks of class.
Please arrive 5-10 minutes before your class begins. Students should be dressed and ready to start at their
class time, including shoes on and hair pulled back. If you are going to be more than a few minutes late,
please call to schedule a make up class instead.
Please be prompt in picking up your dancer. Classes will dismiss on time and our staff cannot be
responsible for students once their class is over. If your child is enrolled in the last class of the day please
note that the studio will close 10 minutes after the classes scheduled conclusion time. Students who
are not picked up by this time will incur a $5 per 5 minutes (or portion thereof) late pick up fee. This
fee will be automatically added to your next tuition installment. Thank you for your cooperation.

are an important part of what we teach in class. We believe that
all dancers should develop a sense of respect for themselves, the other dancers in their class, and the instructor. In
order to help foster that respect we ask that students refrain from speaking socially during classes and for students
to treat others as they would like to be treated. Students are expected to behave in class and listen to the teacher at
all times. Students that are disruptive to the class or who continually act out in an inappropriate manner during class
may be asked to leave the class or may possibly be moved to a different level. We place a strong emphasis on
classroom behavior and manners. These concepts include learning how to take turns, waiting patiently, working
together with others, showing respect for self, classmates and teachers and having a positive attitude. Life lessons!

is scheduled at regular intervals throughout the year. Check the parent page
on the website for dates! Concentration, focus and understanding are easier for children when the class can
proceed without interruption or distraction. This is why we ask parents to remain in the waiting area while class is
in session. Please refrain from crowding around the dance room door during class or verbally correcting
dancers through the door. This is quite distracting to all of the students and the teacher. Let the
teacher do her job!
As we are very proud of what we are teaching in our class our policy is to have regularly scheduled parent
observation days. This schedule allows you to see your child’s progress without becoming “numb” to their weekly
activities. Two parents OR visitors are allowed to attend class on observation day. Observation days are
also the only time we allow video or pictures to be taken in class. Please check “Dancenotes” for upcoming
observation days, younger classes have observation day four times a year. Advanced and Troupe classes do not
typically have observation day but parents may be invited in briefly at class end.
REMEMBER: A LIMIT OF TWO PEOPLE PER CHILD ARE ALLOWED OBSERVATION DAY!

oes not follow a particular school systems closing so In case
of inclement weather please call the office line above for a message that will be posted at least one hour prior to
class. This will also be placed on the website via our Facebook Feed. An e-mail will also be sent out in the case of
weather closings. Please note that we do not follow the school system closing schedule or contact families via
telephone. If in doubt, please call ahead!
is provided in the lot directly adjacent to the studio as well as in the West lot located at the end of
Washington Street. The New Weave Building doors are open during studio hours so please feel free to park in
the far lot and make the short walk through the main building. You may also park along Washington street
and along the church courtyard located behind the studio.
Parking or idling is not permitted along the railing in front of the studio, the loading dock area or brick
areas. Only quick dancer drop offs and pick ups are allowed in this area. Parking in these areas will cause your
vehicle to be towed. Please note if you idle in these areas you will be asked to move by security. Please be on the
look out for dancers when pulling up in front of the studio!! Dancers may be on the move in front of the studio!

by everyone who walks through the door is important to keeping our dance
home a nice one! We work very hard to keep the studio nice and clean for our families but we need your help to do
so! Please keep our waiting areas clean by picking up after yourself and throwing away any trash in the
provided receptacles. Food should be kept in the kitchen area at all times. If you notice anything that
needs attention such as a full trash can, stopped up bathroom or that tissue is needed in the bathroom
please notify a staff member immediately! Please respect the studio as you would someone’s home. For

many it is a second home!

* Children must be supervised at all times.
* Food and drink are not allowed in the playroom.

* QUIET play please. No roughhousing!
* Please pick up after your child.

The playroom will be CLOSED if the rules are not followed!

are provided towards the rear of the studio, including two private dressing rooms! Please
refrain from changing your child into dance clothes in our lobby areas. We do have people walking in and out of the
studio and to do so would be inappropriate. We recommend dressing your child at home for class (minus shoes)
when possible and putting street clothes on over top of their dancewear.
Shoe change / waiting areas with benches and cubbies are provided for your convenience in the front
and rear lobbies. Please utilize these areas when taking off coats and putting on dance shoes. When your
instructor is ready she will pick up the class from these areas.
Please note that dressing & changing shoes is not permitted in the play area. Also, the area in front of the
office and the areas in front of the dance room are to be kept clear at all times. Please do not stop or
stand in these areas to get your child ready for class.
Please do not utilize the bathrooms for changing. Two private dressing rooms are located next to the
bathrooms for this purpose.
are an unfortunate event that we try our best to prevent here at Joyful Motion. Parents can help
us out by labeling all items with your dancers name. Please note that Joyful Motion cannot be responsible for lost or
stolen items, either in the classroom or common areas of the studio.

is important for your dancer to get the most out of their class. In order to be able to
work in a physical environment, once must have the proper dancewear. Shoes are the tools of dancing and it is
important that we have good tools in order for us to succeed! Even for young ones having the proper shoes does
matter. It is much easier to learn correctly from the beginning instead of having to unlearn bad habits that
were formed early on. It is with this is mind that we strongly discourage the purchase of discount
store dance shoes (Wall mart, Payless, etc.) they are not of good quality, are not properly made, and can hinder a
dancers progress! Joyful Motion offers dancewear as a convenience for our busy parents, you will find our prices
comparable to the discount stores but for much better quality items. If you do not wish to purchase your dancewear
through Joyful Motion, we can direct you to a reliable dancewear store.
Hair must be worn up and off the face. Students should not have to touch their hair during class. Long hair
must be secured so that it will not hit anyone while moving or turning. Hair must be fixed BEFORE class
begins. Please use soft ponytail holders and/or flat clips for classes with tumbling. For advanced classes a
secure bun is required. Jewelry is not allowed in any class. Please leave your jewelry at home. Dangling
earrings, bracelets, necklaces, watches and such can cause injury or become broken.
PLEASE DO NOT WEAR YOUR DANCE SHOES OUTSIDE!!!
PROPER DRESS BY CLASS LEVEL - Parents please write names on everything!
Twinkle Tot, Pixie Dance & Sparkle Steps Classes : Solid color leotard & tights. Suntan buckle strap tap &
Classical Pink leather ballet shoes. Very short ballet skirts are optional.
Combo starz & Intermediate Classes : Solid color leotard & tights. (Black suggested for leotard) Tan low-heel
buckle strap taps & pink leather ballet shoes. Form fitting jazz pants, biker shorts or short ballet skirts are optional.
Tech Classes Please consult your instructor.
Hip Hop: Comfortable athletic wear such as a t-shirt and biker shorts or sweats & hip hop sneakers. No jewelry,
hair pulled back. No jeans or street shoes.
is the culmination of a the year of hard work put in by students and
staff. Joyful Motion enjoys producing a professional Dance Recital for our students. It is rewarding to the dancers to
display their talents and share their enthusiasm with the audience. In Mid October we will be distributing our
Recital information & agreement to all students. By giving you this important information in advance, we can
assure that everyone knows the policies and procedures before committing to participation in our recital. All parents
who would like their dancer to participate in the recital will need to carefully read the information and sign the recital
agreement. Typically our recital is held the third Weekend in June with rehearsals the week leading up to the
performance. However, this can changed based on theater availability!
As we have so many siblings that attend various classes and locations throughout the program we cannot guarantee
that siblings will be in the same recital. We will have firm dates and times as well as recital assignments established
before recital fees are due so that each family may make an informed decision regarding participation.
Each student participating in the recital will need to attend class regularly and as submit a recital fee.

LOOK FOR YOUR RECITAL INFORMATION TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN MID-OCTOBER
ALL PARTICIPATING FAMILIES WILL RECEIVE TWO FREE TICKETS TO THE RECITAL AS WELL AS A FREE DVD
PER STUDENT RECITAL FEE (INCLUDES COSTUMES): $100 FOR 1ST CLASS - $75 FOR ADDITIONAL CLASSES
10% FAMILY DISCOUNT ON RECITAL FEES

in full by the 1st of each month and will be deducted from your account information on file
automatically between the 1st and the 5th of the month. Full tuition is due regardless of the number of classes in that
particular month. Joyful Motion offers 9 months of classes spread out over 10 months. All holiday closings have
been figured into our schedule as well as one snow day. Tuition is not charged in the month of June even though
we still have classes and the recital that month.
of $15 will be applied to tuition not paid by the 15th of the month. Students with accounts that go
over 30 days past due may not be allowed to participate in class. Please do not put our staff in this position and
make sure your tuition is paid in a timely manner.

and the full months tuition is due even if a dancer is absent from
class. We do offer the chance to make up missed lessons in a class of the same level if you wish! In order for
monthly charges to cease a written notice must be sent to: cancel@joyfulmotion.com by the 15th of
the month prior.

to students who pay tuition up front for the entire year no later than September
will receive a 10% discount. Families with two or more students enrolled in class will receive a 10% discount on
tuition.

1st

between the 1st and the 5th of the month. If you want to take care
of your tuition with an alternative form of payment you must do so before the first of the month! You can pay with a
different credit card via the parent portal or see the front desk to make check or cash payments. Make sure you
receive a receipt for ALL payments made in the studio. We encourage you to let auto draft do it’s work!
will incur a fee of $25 per check. Returned checks will not be resubmitted but must be
paid with cash or money order. Please obtain a receipt for all returned check payments. After 2 checks have been
returned by the same party checks will no longer be accepted from that party.
can be done by notifying us in writing by the 15th of the month PRIOR
to the month your wish your withdrawal to be effective. Notifications after the 15th of the month will result in your
account being charged for the next month’s tuition. You must e-mail: cancel@joyfulmotion.com to withdraw.

