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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Augustinian 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Great things are happening at Augustus. In May eleven of our young folks affirmed their faith through the Rite of 
Confirmation. The 2015-2016 Sunday School year concludes on June 5th with the traditional Sunday School Carni-
val. An exciting and faith-filled Vacation Bible School is planned for August 8-11, the week of our Community Car-
nival, with a theme of Celebration.  

Speaking of our Annual Community Carnival, mark your calendars. On August 10-13 we will welcome our commu-
nity to campus and demonstrate our hospitality in the midst of food and fun. This is a great opportunity to show 
how friendly and welcoming we are as a congregation. It is also a fine way of getting to know your fellow parishioners 
by working together on a common hospitality project that also raises money for property improvements. 

Speaking of property improvements, the inside of the Old Church will be repainted after re-
pairs to a few areas of bubbling plaster and be ready in time for Old Church Sunday on June 
12th, when we will have one combined service at 9:30 AM followed by lunch and a presentation 
in Fellowship Hall. The Reverend Karl Krueger will again be our guest preacher and presenter. 
Mark your calendars for this exciting annual celebration of our roots as the place where Luther-
anism in the United States got its organizational start. Incidentally, money for repairs and 
maintenance of the Old Church come from the income of trust funds given to Augustus by 
prior generations of Augustinians.  

Improvements to the Cemetery are also in process. A number of trees lining the road into the 
Cemetery have been removed because they were at the end of their lifespan and posed a danger 
to headstones and visitors. Piles of debris collected over the years at the back of the Cemetery have been removed. 
The pot holes in the road near the entry road to the Cemetery are also being repaired. Money for these costly pro-
jects has been accumulated over the past several years by prudent financial management of the Cemetery Trust Fund. 
All money for maintenance and improvements to our Cemetery must come from the income of a trust fund whose 
principal consists of money received from the sale of graves. We are also enforcing long established cemetery rules 
regarding permanent plantings and other objects which increase the high cost of lawn care to ensure that we can con-
tinue to maintain our beautiful Cemetery with appropriate beauty and respect for years to come.  

2017 is a year of important anniversaries. It is the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation 
and the 300th anniversary of the Borough of Trappe. Starting in the Fall and continuing over the 
next 2 years, we will celebrate the people, events, and teachings of our beloved Lutheran Church, 
offer thanks to God for the reformation of his Church, and renew our commitment to be faithful 
Lutheran witnesses to the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Trappe and beyond, following the 
example of our first pastor, the Patriarch of American Lutheranism, Father Henry Melchior Müh-
lenberg. Beginning with this edition of the Augustinian, we will include brief descriptions of some 
of the most important people involved in the Reformation, both pro-Reformation and anti-
Reformation.  

Starting June 19th, we celebrate two (2) services during the summer. At 8:00 AM we worship in the historic Old 
Trappe Church. At 9:30 AM we worship in the air conditioned nave of the Brick Church. Please join us for worship 
if you are in the area on Sunday mornings. If you are away from Trappe on Sunday morning, please worship in a 
church wherever you may find yourself. And remember to mail in your offerings before you leave for vacation.  

May this summer be a time of rest, renewal, and refreshment in Christ. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Weleck 

June 2016 
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FROM THE BENCH – JUNE 2016 

THANK YOU!! 
 

At the end of a really fun year that included “The Old Testament, Fast Forward” in September, an organ concert 
at the carnival, Halloween Concert in October, Christmas Concert with St. Andrew’s Choir in December, and 
Spring Concert “From Sea to Shining Sea” in April, I just want to thank everyone who has been involved in the 
music program.  The musicians are named here, but I also want to acknowledge the many people who have sup-
ported us by hosting receptions, donating financially, attending concerts, and praying for us! 

Section Leaders:  Anita Luft, Bob Reichner, Alan Shunk, Claire Yarrison, and our recent “job share” Section 
Leader Ali Backlund 

Adult Choir:  Jeannie Funk, Tracey Richvalsky, Leesa Shunk, Jen Wentworth, Donna Beishl, Judy Bubeck, Bar-
bara Burch, Cindy Henze, Diane Mills, Becky Quirk, Dave Phillips, Steve Matzke, Jonathan Mueller. 

Bell Choir: Alan Shunk, Bob Reichner, Elaine Johnston, Karen Lachenmayer, Sean McClain, Laura Saylor, 
Becky Quirk, Susan Adams, Diane Mills,  Jen Wentworth,  Mildred Stuffle, Gary Wessner, and sub Jonathan 
Mueller 

Old Testament Fast Forward:  Skylar Althouse, Ethan DePaul, Brian Funk, Nola Kelly, Marlayna King, Emma 
Moulder, Jonathan Mueller, Nadine Reid, Ben Richvalsky, Charlie Richvalsky, Olivia Shaffer,  Peyton Shaffer, 
Catherine Wenger, Jeremy Wenger, Elizabeth Wentworth, Jeremy Wentworth, Thomas Wessner, Mike Taylor 
for being the voice of God, and Tracey Richvalsky for accompanying on the piano. 

Instrumentalists:  Jeannie Funk (flute), Jim Lien (timpani),  Diane Mills (piano), Tracey Richvalsky (piano), Alli-
son Smith (flute, handbell sub, and occasional conductor) 

Guest soloist on special occasions: Gary Hodgson 

Trust Fund Treasurer: Bob Rodenberger 

Much help in countless ways:  Karen McClain, Gary Wessner 

Section Leader Sponsorships:  Gary Hodgson, Richard and Cheryl Holcombe, John and Marie Kochel, Pastor 
Thomas Kochenderfer, Steve and Beth Matzke, Bill and Cynthia Snyder, Mike and Ruth Taylor, Pastor Warren 
Weleck, Gary and Tracy Wessner. 

If your name was left off a list, please let me know and I will publish it next newsletter! 

COMING UP:   

 Summer children’s musical “Table for Five….THOUSAND.”   

 June 7 is OLD CHURCH SUNDAY.   At our 9:30 am WORSHIP in the OLD CHURCH, the choir’s an-
them will be “I Am Alpha and Omega” by John Stainer. Don’t miss this special service! 

 If you’d like to provide special music at a 9:30 service this summer, please let me 
know! 

Grateful for the opportunity to serve among you,   

Laurie Mueller 
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HELP WANTED:  
2 positions open for 2016 Carnival Silent Auction and Raffle personnel.  Must be willing to solicit area business-
es for prizes and gift certificates. No experience necessary.  Interested candidates apply to:  judilien@comcast.net 

 

WANTED:   
Items suitable for use in raffle and gift baskets:   

Gift Certificates Plants   Health & Beauty Items 

Travel vouchers Pottery   Jewelry 

Sports Tickets  Collectables  Small Appliances 

 

Donations are for the Silent Auction and Raffle at the 2016 Augustus Community Carnival and are tax deducti-
ble.  If you or someone you know is interested in giving to raise funds for our property committee, please contact 
judilien@comcast.net 

Posture at Worship 

Why does Lutheran worship have so much “getting-up-and-down” in it? 

Compared with many denominations, Lutherans do seem to engage in a great deal of “liturgical calisthenics”. 
Our liturgies are filled with action and movement because common gestures in our worship are a way to let 
the whole person pray, as well as a way of expressing the unity in prayer of the whole people of God  the 
Church. We use gestures and movements because of a deep respect within the Lutheran Church for the Incar
nation (God in human flesh and blood)  theology comes off the page and becomes a matter of the heart and 
body. 

It is not, of course, a matter of just any gestures performed in just any way. Certain actions convey special 
meanings for Christians. Some of these include: 

SITTING: Sitting is the easiest posture to explain in worship, perhaps because we do so little of it. We sit to 
listen (at the first and second readings and the sermon) and to watch and wait (during the distribution of Holy 
Communion). 

STANDING: We rise to greet the clergy as they enter the Church, to express 
our joy (Song of Praise, Offertory, Prayer after Communion), to honor 
Christ (Gospel Acclamation and Gospel), to voice our beliefs (Creed), and to 
welcome the Christ who is in our midst (Great Thanksgiving). 

KNEELING: We kneel to express sorrow and humility (Confession) and to 
show adoration of God (receiving Holy Communion). 

BOWING: Bowing is an action of reverence. We bow our heads in prayer to 
show respect for God and toward the altar and the cross because they repre
sent Christ’s presence among us. 

These, along with making the sign of the cross (to remember our baptism), 
sharing the Peace, processing and recessing, and many other gestures, are 
ways of expressing our faith, showing deep adoration and heartfelt praise, 
and being people who can fully pray. 

mailto:judilien@comcast.net
mailto:judilien@comcast.net
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                           Please remember our Active Duty Service Men in your Prayers 

      Jason Bockelmann   Eric Schwirian   

      Matthew Yosua   Michael Yosua    

Vestry Members Home Phone E-mail Address Special Area 

Gary Wessner, President 610-454-0106 gtwess@comcast.net Property  

Richard Allebach, Vice President 610-948-3488 dallebach@verizon.net  

Brian O’Hara, Secretary 610-489-0417 brian.ohara24@gmail.com Worship & Music  

Cynthia Snyder, Treasurer 610-409-8333 yosua@aol.com Mutual Ministry 

Jeanne Funk 610-792-3830 jfunk@kpinterface.com  Comm.& Tech.  

Ron Hess 610-489-9427 rhess@ursinus.edu Stewardship 

John Kochel 484-945-0100 John.Kochel@thrivent.com Outreach/Mutual Min. 

Janice Reiff 610-385-7493 janicetreiff@gmail.com Parish Life 

Janet Stokes Parish Life 610-948-8554 sjastokes@aol.com 

Deb Augustine 610-489-3869 Anniedwebb@verizon.net Christian Education  

Bob Rodenberger, Trust Fund Treas. 610-489-3280 r.rodenberger7@gmail.com Finance  

Jack Schatz 610-489-3176   Old Church  

Karl Stefan 610-454-0373 kssurf@verizon.net Cemetery/Mutual Ministry 

Vestry  
Contacts  

Contact Gayle Neborak 
youth@augustustrappe.org  

or the Church Office 
office@augustustrappe.org 

for more info! 

mailto:dallebach@verizon.net
mailto:jfunk@kpinterface.com
mailto:r.rodenberger7@gmail.com
mailto:youth@augustustrappe.org
mailto:office@augustustrappe.org
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Graduation  

Announcements 
 

 

Jonathan Adams will graduate from Perkiomen Valley High School on June 10, 2016. Jonathan was awarded a 
Navy ROTC Scholarship and will attend either Drexel or Villanova University where he will study 
Chemical Engineering. 

Nicholas Bockelmann, Cindy Henze’s grandson, graduated from Florence High School in Penrose, Colorado 
on May 22, 2016. Nicholas will report to Basic Training on June 21st at Lockland Air Force Base in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Maura K. Cunningham will graduate from Perkiomen Valley High School on June 10, 2016. Maura will at-
tend Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) where she will study Chemical Engineering and play on 
their Women’s Soccer team (NCAA Division III). 

Emma DePaul will graduate from Spring-Ford Area High School in June. She will attend Roger Williams Uni-
versity in Rhode Island in the fall, where she will study Law and Political Science. 

Betsy Lewis will graduate from Perkiomen Valley High School on June 10, 2016. Betsy will attend the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh where she will study Biology. 

Phillip Lien graduated from Indiana University of PA in December 2015 with a BS degree in Business - Mar-
keting concentration. 

Maggie  McClain graduated from Allegheny College on May 14, 2016. She will attend graduate school at the 
University of West Florida where she will study population genetics in marine vertebrates. 

Joey Schaffer will graduate from Pottsgrove High School in June 2016. 

Dr. Robert W. Slauch III graduated from University of Maryland School of Dentistry. Rob will be starting his 
post-doctoral residency at the University of Connecticut specializing in Prosthodontics. 

 

Is someone in your family graduating? Congratulations! Call the church office or drop an e-mail so your 
“smarty pants” can be announced in the Augustinian. Include name of graduate, date of graduation, school, 
and future plans.  610-489-9625  or office@augustustrappe.org 

STUDENT LOANS AVAILABLE 

Loans are available to church members who are furthering their education after high school—attending college, 
trade school, or other institutions of higher learning (for undergraduate study only). The loans are interest free, 
usually up to $1,000.00 per year, and repayment must be started 6 months after graduation, or after you are no 
longer attending school.  Application forms are available on the bulletin board in the lower Narthex. If you 
have any questions, please call Bob Rodenberger.  The deadline to apply is June 26, 2016. 
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OLD CHURCH  
SUNDAY  
June 12th  

There will be only one  
service that day— 

at 9:30 am.  
Join us for The Reverend Karl 

Kruger’s sermon and for a 
luncheon following the service. 
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NOTICE 

IN ORDER TO PRESERVE OUR LEGACY, THE FOLLOWING RULES 
ARE IN EFFECT: 

 POTTED PLANTS & DECORATIONS – May be placed for Easter, 
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day.  The 
Cemetery Committee reserves the right to remove these items after 14 
days. 

 CHRISTMAS WREATHS AND DECORATIONS- are permitted from 
Nov. 15-March 1. 

 THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE RESERVES THE RIGHT, IN ITS 
SOLE JUDGEMENT, TO REMOVE ANY UNKEMPT OR UN-
SIGHTLY ITEMS FROM THE CEMETERY PROPERTY. 

 PERMANENT PLANTINGS/FIXTURES WHICH IMPEDE THE 
FREE MOVEMENT OF LAWNMOWERS ARE PROHIBITED. 

 THE ERECTION OF WALLS, RAILINGS, FENCES AND BENCHES 
IS PROHIBITED. 

 POSITIVELY NO MOTORBIKES, ATV’S, SKATEBOARDS OR 
SNOWMOBILES ALLOWED. 

 NO ALTERATIONS TO FOUNDATIONS ARE PERMITTED. 

 THE CEMETERY IS UNATTENDED AND ACCESSIBLE TO THE 
PUBLIC.  ANY PERSONAL PROPERTY LEFT OR PLACED ON 
CEMETERY PROPERTY IS DONE AT THE OWNERS RISK. 

PLEASE PLACE ALL REFUSE IN THE DUMPSTER 

Cemetery Rules 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!! 
Mark your calendar! This year’s VBS will take place  

August 8 through the 11th from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon! 
Details to follow, but make sure to get it on your schedule now! 

Join the fun this summer! 

AUGUSTUS COMMUNITY CARNIVAL 
Wednesday August 10-Friday August 12, 5:30-close 

Saturday August 13, 4-close 

FOOD BY AUGUSTUS LUTHERAN AND LOCAL VENDORS 
CHICKEN AND RIBS BY THE TRAPPE FIRE COMPANY ON SATURDAY THE 13TH 

GAMES 

CHILDREN’S AREA 
RIDES 

(Wednesday night wrist band special) 
SILENT AUCTION, BASKET RAFFLES, 50/50 RAFFLES 

ENTERTAINMENT 

OLD CHURCH TOURS 
 

Come join us for a night of fun for the entire family! 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Please contact Gary Wessner (gtwess@comcast.net) if you are interested in volunteering a few hours of your time 

to the carnival.  Volunteers are needed to work the food and parking areas, raffles and ticket sales. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

    Owen Minella  
Kenneth Missimer  
Sarah Pergine 

Karen D’Antonio  
James Sellman  
Brandie Snyder  
Courtney Weaver 

Susan Hess  
Steven Ott 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Sara Gerhart  
Michelle Lemon 

Robert Bunting  
Linda Gerhard 

Matthew Birch Jeanne Halteman  
Christine Maurer  
Stephen Newhard 

Julia DeNucci  
Noah Slaybaugh 

Caitlyn Hart  
Emily Hart  
Kathryn Hausman  
Ryan Kemmerer 

Gavin Elison  
Kathryn Franc  
Kelley Olsen  
Jessica Schiller 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Jessica Balducci  
Stefan Franz  
Meghan O’Donnell 

 Ieva Carucci  
Trena Lehman  
Lois Robinson  
Olivia Smith 

Eve Ryan James Fisher  
Nathan Gabel  
James Lien  
Gemma Patten 

Donald Augustine  
Jennifer Clelland  
Clay Leftwich 

Heather Cooper  
Alexander Schmidt 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Brian Schad Lauren Davis Brittany Bentz  
Emma Kennedy 

Aaron Crothers  
Griffin Crothers 

Nicole Dubeck  
Dustin Flynn  
Amanda Olecki 

Kelly Balzereit  
Howard Frazier  
Jane Whitman  
John Wiglusz 

Gayle Hones  
Christy Smith 

26 27 28 29 30   

Kevin Krasley  
Ryan Krasley  
John Nolan IV  
Cora Wells 

Arthur Bonnert  
Mike Hones 

Dean Allebach  
Harrison Lumley  
Scott MacMullen  
Kevin Moorehead  
Michael Rapp 

Casey Demark  
Lila Olsen  
Kyle Schwirian  
Henry Stokes 

Elizabeth Bar  
Isabella Bar  
Joseph Coburn  
Mikaela Schad 

  

June Birthdays 

Worship Assistants Acolyte Crucifer Torch Bearers 

June 5 Kaleigh Funk Rachel Schaffer Jonathan Brull & Lucy Olsen 

June 12 Lucy Olsen   

June 19 Kevin Beattie   

June 26 Brianna Dubeck   

Lectors 8:00 am 10:30 am 10:30 am 

June 5 Sherry Wagenseller Jonathan Mueller Steve Matzke 

June 12  (9:30 am) Sean McClain  

June 19 Laurie Mueller Alan Shunk Cynthia Snyder 

June 26 Ron Hess Barbara Burch Jennifer Wentworth 

Greeters    

    

Communion  
Assistants 8:00 am 9:30/10:30 am  

June Debra Augustine Contact Karen Lachenmayer  

Offering Tabulation    

June Debra Augustine Karl Stefan  Jeanne Funk 

Ushers    

 Contact Dick Allebach   

June Worship Assistants 

Greeters always needed! Go to http://bit.ly/PnjJrN to sign up! 

http://bit.ly/PnjJrN
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SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS! 

It is hard to believe but the school year is wrapping up which means another year of Senior 
Youth Group is coming to a close.  One thing that was omitted from last month:  Every year 
the Youth Group likes to do something to help make Augustus a better place. Last year we pur-
chased recycling containers and started the ‘Augustus Recycles’ campaign. This year we took 
some of the money raised at the Carnival food stand to purchase shelving for the Parish Life 
Committee storage area next to the stage.  We cleaned out the area and installed two large shelf 
units which helps with the organization of all paper goods and supplies for the kitchen.   

With 11 new confirmands, we are looking forward to seeing our ranks grow again!  Each confirmand was given a 
white rose from the Youth Group with an invitation to join us, we hope to see all of them become active mem-
bers of this great group! 

Our last outing of the year was a trip to Get Air in King of Prussia, a fun facility with: trampo-
line, rock climbing, high ropes and more!  A great time was had by all, but that was just the be-
ginning!  After the outing, the group returned to Augustus for a going away party for Gayle, 
Jack and Justyne Neborak.  Over 50 Youth Group members, alumni, leaders, staff and friends 
gathered to share stories, see photos and give hugs to Gayle for her 15 years of service as Youth 
Group Leader.   

This year we have four members graduating:  Emma Moulder, Joey Schaffer, Maura Cunningham and Rachel 
Oscapinski - Best of luck to you as you begin a new chapter in your life! 

As we wind down for the summer, we need you to mark your calendars for our first event 
of the new season!  August 27th, we are planning to go to a Reading Fightin’s baseball 
game…. details to follow!   

Remember Augustus Lutheran Church in your Will! 
Including Augustus Lutheran Church in your Will is an important way to assure that the church will be 

here to serve the needs of the congregation and community in the future. 

We benefit today because members of Augustus in years past have taken this important step. Have you 
included your congregation in your estate planning? 
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