CANADA 150 IN NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE:
CELEBRATING OUR HISTORY

By Cheryl Morris
Across Canada, a variety of events both big and small, are being held to commemorate Canada’s 150th
year of Confederation. Niagara-on-the-Lake, in its usual style, went all out with an original musical
revue, “Welcome to Confederation”, showcasing the history of the events and people who brought about
confederation.
Funded by a generous grant from the Ontario 150 Secretariat of the Ministry of Tourism, Culture
and Sport, and supported by the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, the show has travelled to all NOTL
communities beginning in May and will run through the end of September. The revue was written and
directed by Barbara Worthy and is performed and supported by local actors and crew.
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On behalf of the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario, I would
like to offer congratulations to
the town of Niagara-on-the-Lake
on the 225th anniversary of
the establishment of the first
parliament for Upper Canada.
Niagara has a rich and meaningful
history within Ontario. Niagaraon-the-Lake should be proud of
its contributions to our province
and its role in creating the first
formal structures of democracy
for our country.

The following public, family-friendly events, to
be held in September, will include a performance
of the “Welcome to Confederation” revue:
September 9, St. Davids Heritage Day. Walking tours of the quaint village,
a barbecue, silent auction, musical performances, and historic re-enactors. Free
admission.
September 16, St. Mark’s Church. Oyster and Pearls event.* Information at
stmarksnotl.org.
September 17, The 225th Anniversary of the Opening of the First Parliament
of Upper Canada, Simcoe Park. A new original play will be featured, along with
performers from Music Niagara and special guests.
September 20, Canadian Forces Snowbirds at Niagara District Airport.*
The amazing aerobatics of the world-renowned Snowbirds will be on view, along with
static aircraft displays, food and music.

Cast of "Welcome to Confederation" musical
revue, from left: Edwin Conroy Jr., Aaron
Berger, Adrienne Smoke, Laurel Minnes.

Every morning in Toronto, I
have the honour of leading the
“parade” of officials responsible
for opening the Chamber at the
Legislative Assembly of Ontario.
We begin the procession in my
office in the East Wing and walk
behind the Sergeant-at-Arms
who carries a mace — a tradition
that started in Niagara-on-theLake in 1792. The current mace
is heavy, gold, and diamondstudded; the province’s first mace
used in Niagara-on-the-Lake
was made of soft wood, perhaps
pine or fir, and was gilded.
Whether wood or gold, the mace
carries an important democratic
function: the symbolization of
the authority of the Speaker to
oversee the Legislature.

September 23, Queenston Village New Park Dedication. Participate in walking
tours, a barbecue and enjoy performances by local musical groups, including the Queenston Ladies’ Choir. See article below for information
on Queenston's heritage.
*Note: While there is no charge to see the revue, an admission fee will be charged at events marked.
Please visit www.notlcanada150.ca for details on location and times.

VILLAGE OF QUEENSTON:
A PICTURE POSTCARD VILLAGE REFLECTING UPPER CANADA HISTORY

By Carley Agnew
On September 23rd, the Village of Queenston is welcoming residents and visitors alike to stroll the streets with guided street tours of
notable homes and buildings.
The story of Queenston starts in the latter half of the 18th century. The American Revolution forced the British to seek alternative routes
around the Falls. The east landing, now Lewiston, was a shorter, easier route but would soon be in the control of Americans.
The relocation of British forces to the west side of the Niagara River led to the settlement of the area, mostly by farmers, to provide
supplies for the British troops. And land was the name of the game.
The Crown Land Grants system started at the top of the Niagara Escarpment as Crown Grant 1, Concession 1 and worked down the
Niagara River to Newark (now Niagara-on-the-Lake). Queenston Village consisted of Crown Grants 4, 5, and 6 with Broken Front
referring to access to the River. These grants were awarded to Samuel Street Sr, Elijah Phelps and Robert Hamilton.
In 1799, a road map was laid out for these grants which allowed for the division of the larger grants into town lots. Also in 1799, the
first lot was sold, creating a vibrant economy of land speculation, investment, mortgaging and resale. In many cases, land was used as
currency to pay merchants.
Robert Hamilton is considered the founder of Queenston. Within a
few years he established a thriving portage business for the military
and the fur trade. He built his own wharf and stone storehouse in
Hamilton Cove, and a large stone house overlooking the River. He
also built a tannery and a distillery. When he died in 1809, he was
reputed to own more than 40,000 acres throughout Upper Canada,
including much of the Niagara Peninsula.
In Queenston, the main area for land purchase and building was just
below the escarpment, at the junction of what is now York Road and
along the Broken Front, with easy access to the river. For the most
part, the Hamilton land remained The Hamilton Block excepting the
land assigned to his son Col Robert Hamilton in 1807 and several lots
along the portage route from Hamilton Cove. The war of 1812 brought
serious economic damage to the village, both in destruction and the
movement of people and commerce away from the river. The village
of Queenston, including the buildings that remain from that era and
those that were built later, reflect a community that prospered in
boom times and survived very difficult economic periods.

The Newark Gazette, Edition Two

Beginning with the first Speaker
in Niagara-on-the-Lake elected
on September 17, 1792, John
McDonell, and continuing to
my current place as forty-first
Speaker, we are and have been
responsible for presiding over
debate and delivering rulings
on matters of orders. I carry
on a long line of tradition that
began in Niagara-on-the-Lake to
oversee the healthy functioning
of democracy at the provincial
legislature. It is a heavy and
distinct honour that I hold as my
highest responsibility in public
service

Welcome to the second and final Gazette published by the NOTL Canada Sesquicentennial Committee,
in celebration of Canada 150 events. In this issue we look at the era of the Opening of the First
Parliament of Upper Canada in 1792. You will read articles about events with historical importance,
“snapshots” of Niagara’s community and residents, as well as remarks from distinguished contributors.
Illustration by Kathy Thomas

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation and gratitude to those who contributed
to both editions of The Newark Gazette.

Come and visit on September 23rd for an old fashioned fete. Barbecue starts at 11, guided tours at 9, 10 and 11 am and 4 pm. Or stroll
through the village with a map and printed history and imagine the bygone days of the Village of Queenston.

During this time, I have learned so much about the history of this beautiful town we call home. It
has indeed been an honour and a privilege to work with each and every one of those who contributed.
Patti Knipe, Editor

8

EDITOR: PATTI KNIPE

Honourable Dave Levac
Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario

THE SAGA OF NAMING OUR TOWN

By Wes Turner
The word ‘Niagara’ may have derived from the Neutral Nation’s
“Onguiaahra” which first appeared in writing in the Jesuit Relations
of 1641.
But what was the name of the settlement established on the river’s
west bank in 1778 by Colonel John Butler? There are several answers.
During the years 1781-91 it was sometimes designated the “Settlement
at Niagara” and it may also have been called “Loyal Town”, “Butler’s
Town” or “Butlersburg”. In 1787 and 1788, men petitioned for land
grants at Niagara. An example is a memorial dated October 22,
1788, from Lieutenant Colonel John Butler and “officers of the late
Corps of Rangers and Indian Department at Niagara”. In February
of 1791 the name “Lenox” appears for a possible survey of the town
further south along the Niagara River. It may have been to honour
Charles Lennox, an important member of the British government,
but that name soon disappeared and the town was laid out at the
mouth of the river.
The next change came from the fertile imagination of Lieutenant
Governor John Graves Simcoe who actively promoted the use of
names from England for Upper Canada’s pioneer settlements.
From 1792, our town was called “Newark”, after its namesake in
Nottinghamshire.
Four years later, Simcoe moved the capital to York with the first
mention of the council meeting there on April 6, 1796. It is claimed
that when Simcoe moved the capital to York, “the loss of its prestige
and official importance so incensed the inhabitants that they refused
to continue the new name imposed upon them by Governor Simcoe
and reverted at once to the name of West Niagara.”
On January 1, 1800, the name “Newark” was changed to “Niagara”
for both the town and township by authority of a 1798 Act of the
legislature of Upper Canada. In 1801, S. Tiffany began publishing the
Niagara Herald showing the acceptance of this name. Nevertheless,
the name of “Newark” lingered on maps and sometimes in travelers’
accounts. “Niagara” was incorporated as a town in 1850.
The name Niagara-on-the-Lake (sometimes unhyphenated) may
have come into use among its residents late in the nineteenth
century. It was finally made official in 1902 by the Canadian Post
Office probably to distinguish it from Niagara Falls.

FASHIONABLE ATTIRE OF 1792 FOR
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

FIRST MEETING PLACE OF THE
FIRST PARLIAMENT OF UPPER CANADA

By A Determined Loyalist
As a loyalist, who only recently had come to Upper Canada, I
very much wanted to attend the opening of the first Parliament
of Upper Canada which was to be held in Niagara on Monday, the
17th of September. Unable to afford travel by one of the boats that
sailed from the “head of the lake” to Niagara, I would need to go on
horseback which would require being away from home for several
days.
I must remind myself that Lieutenant Governor Simcoe has
changed the name from “Niagara” to “Newark”!
Before I left, I inquired of many people if they knew where in
Newark the ceremonies were to be held but no one seemed to know.
All I could discover was the possibility that the ceremony would be
held in a tent near an old oak tree found on the open ground above
Navy Hall or some other tree nearby where there was a large stone
that could be used as the Clerk’s Table.
There were two routes to Newark, one along the shoreline, which I
eliminated as there were too many streams to be crossed, the other,
a long established native trail, the “Iroquois Trail” at the foot of the
escarpment, would take me all the way to Queenston. At Twelve
Mile Creek, however, I would have to divert to a rough path toward
the lake and Newark. I set out early Saturday morning and got
as far as the Forty that first day. All day, the trail bustled with
travelers headed for Newark.
As there were no inns or taverns along the way, I was fortunate
to find accommodation at a private homestead. Several other
travelers were staying the night, each with his own idea of where
the opening was to be held: what I had heard about taking place
under a tree was quickly debunked; one said Navy Hall, a second
claimed it was to be held at Butler’s Barracks. Our host, who
frequently visited Newark, explained that these sites were close by
each other. At one point, someone even mentioned Fort Niagara,
located on the east side of the Niagara River.
With a long way to go and the grueling sidetrack to Newark to
contend with, I set out at dawn Sunday morning. All manner
of folk continued to throng toward Newark. Exhausted by my
arduous journey, it was late in the evening when I arrived at my
destination, Wallace’s Tavern.

NIAGARA AS A REFUGE

By Nancy Butler, Shaw Festival Librarian
In 1793, John Graves Simcoe’s Legislative Council passed an act with the cumbersome title "An Act to Prevent Further Introduction of
Slaves, and to Limit the Term of Contracts for Servitude within this Province". Simcoe preferred outright abolition of slavery but had to
bow to the grand tradition of Canadian compromise. Nevertheless, this was the first such legislation in the British Empire.
Settlers in the capital were mostly refugees from the American War of Independence: veterans of Butler’s Rangers and loyalists with
their families and their indentured servants or slaves. This act affected these groups. Some of the veterans were former slaves who had
been promised freedom and land grants if they served in the British army. The dark skinned Waters brothers, sons of a war veteran,
were awarded land in town. Other wealthier refugees had brought with them slaves and felt strongly about keeping them. This group
included some members of Simcoe’s Legislative Council which made passing an abolition act impossible. Thus the phrase: “to prevent the
introduction of Slaves”. However, a slave entering Upper Canada after 1793 would be free and children born to slaves after 1793 became
free at age 25.
Niagara then became a “promised land” for
slaves. William Riley escaped his master while
visiting Niagara Falls and he made his way to
the new town. Many braved the crossing of the
Niagara River on flimsy rafts.
The town rose to the challenge of receiving
them. Abolition groups swept them in. The
local churches received them as worshippers.
St. Andrews had a school for their children.
Most newcomers settled together to form
the “coloured village”. Enough escapees had
arrived by 1812 that they were able to form
a Coloured Corps to serve the Crown and
later served as police on the Welland Canal
construction site.
But even in Niagara they were not safe. In
1837 Solomon Moseby, a Kentucky slave, stole
his master’s horse to ride north to freedom.
His master discovered him in Niagara, had a
Kentucky court indict him for horse stealing
and the sheriff in Niagara was ordered to
return him to his master. A riot ensued during
his transfer to the United States. Two men
Former Black Baptist Church in Queenston - Currently a Library
were killed and Moseby escaped. Sir Francis
Bond Head, the Lieutenant Governor, appealed to Britain’s Colonial Secretary, Lord Glenelg, for advice and he responded that “if a slave
in order to escape has to commit a crime, he should not be punished or sent back, because he is escaping from a greater crime – slavery”.
After Congress passed the 1850 Fugitive Act, even those freed in the northern states were in danger of being returned to their masters.
Thus, Niagara became a major terminus for “The Underground Railroad” from the southern United States.

It was here that I finally and conclusively was able to ascertain
where the ceremony was to take place.
A more refined and
knowledgeable clientele were staying at Wallace’s, some of whom
were themselves to take part in the proceedings the next day.
They explained that, following a procession led by Simcoe from
Navy Hall, the first session would commence at the Freemasons'
Hall and subsequent sessions at Butler's Barracks.

Although the residents of the “coloured village” made up only 10% of the town’s population, they owned 20% of the land. Most had a
vegetable garden and maybe a cow. But not all. Daniel Waters ran a successful livery business on Prideaux Street. Lewis Ross cut hair
in his barbershop on Queen Street. William Stewart was a blacksmith and David Talbot, a carpenter. John Waters served on the Niagara
Council for 4 years until his death. Many intermarried so their descendants passed for “white”. But not in Niagara. Fanny Rowley was
listed as “coloured” in the 1901 census, but when she moved to Cleveland she was listed as “white”. There nobody knew her parents.

Excited for the next day’s events, I retired with one thought on
my mind, “Why did Simcoe choose Newark rather than York or
Kingston as the site for Upper Canada’s first parliament?”

Where are their descendants today? As with some of their white neighbours they moved on to better jobs when the town fell on hard times.
But the story of these former slaves finding refuge in Niagara is an important part of the town’s cultural landscape.

Was there racial prejudice? Probably. However, they were treated equally under the law and the government. Their vote was sought in
elections, they won law suits, their children attended the public schools, and they were able to buy houses outside the “coloured village”.

SAVING THE BUTLER HOMESTEAD SITE

By Ron Dale
Colonel John Butler was an officer of the British Indian Department and the commander of Butler’s Rangers,
a regiment of Loyalist volunteers, during the American Revolution. When the Revolution ended in 1783,
Butler obtained land grants in the Niagara Peninsula for the men of his regiment. He had taken a key role in
negotiating the purchase of that land from the Indigenous Mississauga Nation. Butler himself chose to settle
in what is now Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Butler remained a leading figure in Upper Canada until his death in 1796. His homestead continued to be
farmed by a son but was burned by a retreating American army during the War of 1812.
After the war, the ruins of the burned house gradually got covered by soil. By 1996 the homestead site
was a pasture, largely forgotten but now under threat from progress. A subdivision was planned for the
property. In 1999, prior to the building of the subdivision, the foundations were found and excavated during
an archaeological dig.

A LITTLE QUIZ - WHAT'S IN A NAME?
Location Name in 1792		

What it is today?

The Forty				________________________
Twelve Mile Creek			

________________________

Freemason’s Hall			________________________
“Head of the lake”			

________________________

Image: "The Capital Years". Copyright@ The Niagara Historical Society, 1991

The town purchased the lot where the most substantial ruins had been found but an adjacent lot with a portion of the ruins remained
under threat. Local heritage supporters started a campaign to raise funds to preserve this lot and to interpret the site. While a
substantial amount was raised it took years of negotiation to arrange the purchase. Finally, on June 17, 2017, more than 20 years after
the first archaeological exploration of the site, a ceremony was held at the Butler homestead to pay tribute to Butler and to mark the
completion of the interpretive elements of the small park. Future generations are now assured that Colonel John Butler, the founding
father of modern Niagara, remains perpetually commemorated at the site where he lived.

Answers on page 5
2
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DR. McNABB'S SONS GROW CASH CROPS IN 1790s

By David F. Hemmings
Whims of nature are trying to erase McNabb’s land in the rural Grantham community to the west of Newark. The main rutted trail along
the lakeshore, past the busy Servos mills and houses at Four Mile Creek, wends its way westward among the dense trees and cleared
lands where a few early log homes have been built. At Eight Mile Creek the trail dips sharply and over a low bridge across the creek.
With a navigable inlet and a deep pond near its mouth, Eight Mile Creek provides an opportunistic haven for smugglers in this decade.
Bootleggers and smugglers use McMullen’s Inn near the lakeshore trail as a meeting place.

A COSMOPOLITAN CAPITAL

By Richard Merritt
Much has been made recently by our politicians and the media regarding Canada’s rich diversity, with the suggestion that it represents
a welcome recent phenomenon. However, on walking along Newark’s streets in the 1790s, one would have been astounded by the variety
of peoples and the array of languages and accents overheard.
As a British colony controlled from London one would surmise that the
‘English’ were the most populous. It is true that the government officials,
hand-picked to accompany the Simcoes to the ‘wilds’ of Upper Canada
were indeed from the upper middle class and probably spoke with refined
English accents as did the officers of the British regiments. But most of the
merchants and professional men in town betrayed their origins with thick
Scottish brogues. The Scots seemed to be everywhere, even as members
in the new Assembly and on the influential Legislative Council. And the
soft Irish lilt often could be heard - especially in the many pubs where
both the tavern keeper and his patrons were often from the Emerald Isle.

Since 1787, this stretch of land has been cleared and farmed by John McNabb, his brother Colin, their growing families and about a dozen
slaves. Along another windy track on the east side of the creek from the lakeshore trail to the Lake, the McNabbs and their workers
have built their homes and established a hamlet, a world away from the politics and property development in Newark. Agriculture is the
primary source of wealth in this tiny community; vegetables and tender fruit trees are planted here and cattle graze on the rough fields
of grass. Horses were used for all modes of transportation, from rides to the larger villages and friends’ homes to ploughing the fields and
pulling the carts. Everyone goes to services of the Church of England in Newark on Sundays, including the slaves. No card games are
played on the Sabbath; it’s the Lord’s day.
It would be seven years after the government of Upper Canada is
established in Newark in 1792 that John and Colin McNabb would
finally receive Crown grants of 950 acres each in this area in 1799.
These men are the elder sons of the Loyalist doctor, James McNabb
(1730-1780), who served the British for many years in Virginia and
New York. Both John and Colin have used slaves, such as Cuff and
Ann Williams, to work the fields and clear more land. Their slaves
are buried on a high bluff overlooking Eight Mile Creek at Negro
Point on McNabb land. The Government has reserved rights on all
Niagara lands, such as the McNabb properties, to all white pine
and oak trees for use in building Royal Navy ships.

Image: www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca

As the storms on the Lake reclaim land, the two McNabb properties
each shrink to 750 acres. Within 200 years the north side of the
McNabb properties would be under water – over 300 metres out
into Lake Ontario.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AT NEWARK, 1790s

By Barbara Worthy and Richard Merritt
Archaeological findings have confirmed that for 10,000 years, the Niagara Peninsula was occupied by successive Indigenous migratory
hunters and fishers. In the early 1600s, the time of the first direct contact with European explorers and missionaries, the ‘Attiwandarons’
or ‘Neutrals’ were acting as a buffer between the war-like Iroquoian Five Nations (Haudenosaunee) to the east in now up-state New
York and the Huron-Wendat Nation to the west. In 1640, the Iroquois passed through Niagara and vanquished the French-supported
Huron-Wendats; within a decade the Neutrals themselves were overwhelmed and absorbed by the Five Nations who then returned to their
homeland. Eventually the ‘empty’ Niagara Peninsula was occupied by the Mississauga Nation (Anishinaabe).

Most of Niagara’s early settlers were either disbanded Butler’s Rangers or
veterans of the British Indian Department. Although some were of British
ancestry, a large percentage was proud of their Dutch, German, French
Huguenot and even Hungarian roots.
Meanwhile, the early immigration of German-speaking ‘Pennsylvania
Dutch’ (Deutsch) Mennonites had begun; old Hessian veterans of the
American Revolutionary War might be seen in town on market day. Artist
and land-developer, William Berczy spent the month of June 1794, in town
with his German-speaking settlers anxiously waiting for placement north
of York.
The Scots' Presbyterian Meeting House was built in 1795, with the
steeple added in 1802-03. Toronto Reference Library, T17050

During the 1790s, French canadien fur traders were still passing through Niagara, following the Portage Road around the Great Falls on
their way to the Upper Lakes and Ohio Country. Colourful Jean-Baptiste Rousseaux, interpreter and guide to the Simcoes, lived in town.
The purchase of a house and 300 acres on the River Road by French royalist émigré, General Comte dePuisaye and fellow noblemen in
1798 created quite a social stir.
Despite the anti-slavery bill of 1793, many of the local citizenry continued to possess black slaves who would often be seen about town
running errands for their masters. A few free ‘Africans’ were also proud citizens.
And finally, as explained in the article “Indigenous Peoples At Newark, 1790s” on page 6. Indigenous peoples still had a major presence
in the capital. Moreover, many of the prominent families of the area had intermarried with the Natives thus promoting tolerance and
understanding – a fact often commented on by visiting dignitaries.
Newark of the 1790s was indeed a vibrant cosmopolitan community.

In 1764, Sir William Johnson, the charismatic and canny Northern Superintendent of Indian Affairs, called a council of over twenty
indigenous nations at Fort Niagara. Treaties were agreed upon, wampum belts exchanged, silver peace medals distributed and the
metaphorical ‘silver Covenant Chain of Friendship’ between native peoples and the British Crown was polished.
During the American Revolutionary War, most of the Six Nations (the Tuscaroras had joined in 1720) remained loyal to the Crown. After
their villages and crops were intentionally destroyed by Washington’s armies, 5,000 Indigenous peoples sought refuge at Niagara. The
Treaty of Paris that concluded the war in 1783 contained no reference to the Indigenous peoples but ceded all lands south of the Great Lakes
to the new Republic. As His Majesty’s Native Allies, the Six
Nations justifiably felt betrayed. As partial compensation
for this “treacherous and cruel” oversight by the Crown,
Governor Haldimand purchased from the Mississauga
Nation a huge tract of land along the Grand River which he
then granted to the Six Nations in perpetuity. By the 1790s
over 2,000 Indigenous peoples were settled on the Grand
under the leadership of Chief Joseph Brant.

ELIZABETH SIMCOE: AN ACCOMPLISHED GENTLEWOMAN

By Cheryl Morris
Elizabeth Posthuma Simcoe was the wife of the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, John Graves Simcoe.
She arrived with her husband in 1791, and left a valuable record of life in Upper Canada through her letters
and diary.
The diary began just prior to the Simcoes' departure for North America, and ends following their return to
England in 1796. It provides a glimpse of daily life in the late 18th century in Canada, as well as a commentary
on the social and civil life of the new province.

Elizabeth Simcoe

Mrs. Simcoe was also an accomplished watercolourist and sketch artist, and skillfully chronicled her travels
in the Niagara region, as well as Anticosti Island, Québec City, Gananoque and Kingston. She frequented a
favourite location near the falls of Niagara, which captured her imagination.

Meanwhile, through a series of treaties, the Crown also
purchased from the Mississaugas all the Niagara Peninsula
and beyond. Throughout the 1790s, the Six Nations and
Mississaugas often convened, first at Fort Niagara and
later at the new Indian Council House on the Fort George
Military Reserve (Commons) to receive their annual ‘King’s
Bounty’, to air their grievances and to negotiate treaties.
Many of Newark’s most prosperous and influential families
had intermarried with Indigenous peoples thus creating a
sense of “Harmony and Good Will” in the new capital.

Engraving "Domesticated Indians of Canada" by George Heriot, 1807

Nevertheless, during the 1790s both President Washington in
New York and Lieutenant Governor Simcoe in Newark conceded that the Indigenous peoples were their greatest challenge; for Washington
the confederacy of Western ‘Indians’ was preventing westward expansion of the young Republic; in Upper Canada, Brant was seriously
threatening a Native uprising if Simcoe did not permit him to sell off some of the Grand River territory.
The ‘First Nations’ were very much on the minds of the newly-elected members as they assembled at Newark in September 1792 for the
first parliament.
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Watercolour by Elizabeth Simcoe. Niagara Falls [ca. 1792]. Courtesy of the Archives of Ontario.
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SPECIAL INVITATION FROM THE LORD
MAYOR OF NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
Niagara-on-the-Lake is proud to have hosted
more than twenty community events over the
summer to celebrate Canada’s 150th year of
Confederation. These events were generously
supported by the Ontario 150 Secretariat of
the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport,
as well as by funding from the Town. The
celebrations were graciously welcomed by
hundreds of local residents and visitors from
all over the world! I would like to express
my deepest thanks and appreciation to our
Pat Darte,
Lord Mayor
Canada Sesquicentennial Committee and
Town staff for their leadership in planning
and producing a year of celebration that helped to build true
community spirit that will last far beyond 2017.
Even as the Canada 150 events come to an end, more celebrations
continue here in Niagara-on-the-Lake. It is now time to observe
the 225th anniversary of the Opening of the First Parliament of
Upper Canada.
On behalf of Council and staff of the Town of Niagara-on-theLake, I would like to invite all Niagara-on-the-Lake residents
to attend an event commemorating this significant anniversary.
This will take place on Sunday, September 17, 2017, from 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Simcoe Park, the same date and approximate
location of that first parliament in 1792, which took place in our
town, then called Newark.
This special commemoration event has been funded by the
Niagara Investment in Culture program, as well as through the
Ontario 150 grant.
We are privileged to welcome Her Honour the Honourable Elizabeth
Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, to take part in the
day’s ceremonies. The Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Dave
Levac, and MPP Wayne Gates have been enthusiastic champions
of this commemorative event and will both be participating in the
ceremony as well. Additionally, several MPPs will be joining us,
some of whom represent ridings which map to the original ridings
of 1792. A list of the original Members of the House of Assembly
can be seen on the front page of this issue of the Gazette.
I don’t want to spoil the surprises that are in store for those
who attend on September 17, but I will say that history, original
theatre and music – Niagara-on-the-Lake’s claim to fame – will be
the prominent features for the enjoyment of residents and visitors
alike.
I look forward to celebrating this significant occasion with you on
September 17.

GREETINGS FROM
ROB NICHOLSON
On September 17, 2017, Niagara-On-The-Lake and all Canadians
will commemorate the 225th Anniversary of the First Parliament
Session, which took place at Navy Hall in 1792. It was a great
moment in Canadian history.
I am proud to celebrate this historic date with you!

Rob Nicholson
MP Niagara Falls
www.robnicholson.ca
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SING A SONG OF 1792

LEGISLATURE IN
ACTION

By A Music Aficionado
By The Reverend William A. Roberts
Rector, St. Mark’s Anglican Church
Two hundred and nine years before iTunes, what kind of music did
the residents of Newark enjoy?
Thirty-seven-year-old Robert Addison of Cumbria, England, arrived
in Newark in July of 1792. He had come as missionary/minister
Though recorded details are rare, Elizabeth Posthuma Simcoe
and was the only resident Anglican clergyman west of the town of
made reference to a British regimental band during her stay at
Bath, Upper Canada. The church structure was begun at the end
Navy Hall. Early residents of Newark would have enjoyed music
of the eighteenth century, the transepts added in 1840 and many
at local parties and social occasions as well, played on wooden
modifications have been made over its long history. During the War
flutes, tin whistles, hand drums, violins and pianofortes for those
of 1812, the church roof was burned, but the building was soon
who could afford the expense. A regimental band participated in
restored to use as a place of worship. It remains the oldest church
the opening ceremonies of the first Parliament of Upper Canada
building in continuous use in Ontario.
and continued to play at dances held for officers and guests every
fortnight.

By Wayne Gates, MPP
If you’ve ever seen the
Legislature in action you’ll
notice that amidst the
discussions
and
debates
about the laws that govern
us there’s an awful lot of
heckling. The heckling is
loud, surprising and designed
to knock even the most
skilled legislators off their
game. But if the heckling
goes too far there’s only one
member who has the right to
stop the conversation dead in
its tracks – the Speaker of the
House.

“How stands the glass around” is a
typical song of the period that very likely
was sung around the Officers’ Mess at
Fort Niagara, which in 1792 was occupied
by the British military. It is linked to
mythologies surrounding General Wolfe
and his victory at the Battle of the Plains of
Abraham in 1759, as our hero supposedly
sang this song the night before heading
in to battle.

The Speaker of the House
is a long tradition from the
British parliamentary system
that made its way to Canada
where it has taken on its own
unique Canadian character.
Tradition has it that incoming
Speakers, elected at the
beginning of every session,
are carried against their will
from their seat to the centre
of the House. This display of
reluctance comes from the fact
that a number of Speakers
had been beheaded in Britain
for unpopular decisions made
by the legislature. Although
Speakers are no longer
subject to such punishment,
the tradition remains.
As with most history in
Canada
this
tradition
intersects with the history
of what was then Newark,
now
Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Committing themselves to
the British parliamentary
tradition the first assembly
chose as speaker, John
McDonell, a veteran of John
Butler’s Rangers and the
representative sent from
Glengarry.
In 1867, the founders of
Canada enshrined the role of
Speaker in the constitution.
Today in Ontario the Speaker
is my good friend Dave Levac,
MPP for Brant. Conveniently
he’s also a member of the
coveted
‘mustache caucus’
that
I
proudly
belong
to. He has a passion for
parliamentary history and
once he heard about the
celebrations for the 225th
anniversary of the Ontario
Legislature he let me know
he’s going to be personally
coming to Niagara-on-theLake to celebrate with us.
The history of Ontario’s
Speaker is one that began in
Niagara-on- the-Lake and on
September 17th we’ll be proud
to see it return.

A CHAPLAIN FOR PARLIAMENT

General Wolfe

Raise your glass, and imagine a ballroom of well-lubricated voices
belting these lyrics out over the Niagara River, in homage to the
conquest of Quebec in very different times:

HOW STANDS THE GLASS AROUND?
Composer: Anonymous

For shame you take no care, my boys,
How stands the glass around?
Let wine and mirth abound;
The trumpet sound,
The colors they do fly my boys;
To fight, kill or wound;
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As you would be found,
Contented with hard fare, my boys
On the cold ground
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O why soldiers why?

When the first legislature of Upper Canada met here in the late
summer of 1792, Addison was appointed Chaplain of the Legislative
Assembly, a post he held for most of the remainder of his long life.
St. Mark’s early congregation included John Butler, William Dickson,
Isaac Brock, Robert Hamilton and the Jarvis Family. During the
War of 1812, Addison was chaplain of the British and Canadian
forces, and, it is said, during his imprisonment by American troops,
he ministered to them. In October 1812, he conducted the funeral
service for Major General Brock and Lieutenant Colonel Macdonell.
Special events have been planned to celebrate St. Mark’s 225th
anniversary. On September 16, "Oysters and Pearls" will feature
great entertainment, raw oysters, beer and wine, on the lawn of the
Rectory. We welcome you to join us!
Please visit our website at stmarksnotl.org for complete details.

First Great Seal of Upper Canada, 1792

The inner band reads Imperii Porrecta Majestas Custode Berum
Cesare (the greatness of the Empire is advanced by the guardianship
of the Caesar. The outer band reads Sigil(lum) Prov(inciae) Nos(trae)
Can(adae) (the Seal of our province of Upper Canada).

Whose bus'ness is to die;
What? sighing? Fye!
Drink on, drown fear, be jolly boys;
'Tis he, you or I, wet, hot, cold or dry;
We're always bound to follow boys,
And scorn to fly.
'Tis but vain;
I mean not to upbraid you boys,
'Tis but vain;
For a soldier to complain;
Should next campaign,
Send us to him that made us boys;
We're free from pain,
But should we remain,
A bottle and kind landlady
Cures all again.

ANSWERS: A LITTLE QUIZ - WHAT'S IN A NAME?
Location Name in 1792		

What it is today?

The Forty				Grimsby
Twelve Mile Creek			

St. Catharines

Freemason’s Hall			

Site of Masonic Lodge

“Head of the lake”			

Hamilton
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