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Dear Friends,
Happy New Year!

Of course, according to the calendar of the church universal, the
“new year” started on November 28, 2021 — The First Sunday of Advent.
Advent and the 12 Days of Christmas are behind us now. I’'m writing on January 6, the Day of
Epiphany, the day when we remember the arrival of the magi in Bethlehem, and give thanks
that the great good news of Jesus’ birth is for all people — including us!

When | wrote the first draft of this letter, | wrote about my plans for teaching adult
Sunday School over the winter months. As | write the second version, “plans” are precarious.
The COVID infection rate for Trumbull County has doubled since December 1. Some of our
church’s children are ill. We have canceled the annual organizational meeting for officers
scheduled for January 9 and will be taking the future one day at a time. Hopefully, the
current “surge” will be mild and short-lived.

As of today, we plan to examine incoming church officers prior to worship on Sunday,
January 16 and to install them during the worship service. We hope to have our annual
congregational meeting after worship on January 23. Please understand that these dates and
those on the church calendar may change with short notice. And please read any emails you
receive, as we’ll do our very best to keep you up-to-date.

Please understand that | am not one to panic, and | believe that | have been extremely
careful during the pandemic. | know that you have been careful, too. We will still be
worshiping in-person, largely due to your wonderful compliance with the guidelines that have
been established by our Session. Please do make an extra effort to “socially distance” until
this surge has passed.

My prayer is that, with God’s help, we will all stay safe and healthy.
Blessings,

Meta Cramer, Transitional Pastor
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The Church Mouse is the monthly (except in
July & August) newsletter of the First
Presbyterian Church. All visitors are welcome
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to worship with us online each Sunday at 10:30] ||
a.m. on Facebook. (except Memorial Day
through Labor Day when worship is at 10:00
a.m.)

CHECK US OUT
ON FACEBOOK & ‘

If you would like to contribute to the ministry of
the church, the offering plates are at the back of
SN the sanctuary. Or, you can mail your offerings into
gV the church office: 3654 Main St. Mineral Ridge,
4 OH, 44440. You can also give online via our web-
site (www.fpcmr.org) or using your bank’s auto-

WWW.FPCMR.ORG

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE
ALL ARE WELCOME!

MISSION STATEMENT

A
/'/* Guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, we joyfully strive to
—

create a community of faith that welcomes and nurtures all

who seek to experience God’s love and grace. With this as our
mission, we willingly choose to develop a fellowship through

which we will no longer be strangers, but friends in Christ.

RESPONSIBILITIES FOR JANUARY:
E | dJene Meyers

Liturgists:
1/2 Lisa Sorg

1/9 David Rummell

1/16 Valerie Meyers
1/23 Nicole McMullen
1/30 Patty Postlethwait
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Church News

Keep us up to date. E-mail your news to the church office: fpc.ridge@gmail.com or call 330-652-5712.
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