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The Christmas
tree farmer

A sɀoȻk tɇ tɀe sɑsɌeɅ
Wimmers
dealing with
after effects
of Àrst snowstorm
by MISSY MUSSMAN
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO BY JENNIFER COYNE

Pete Svihel owns Pete’s Christmas Trees and Greenhouses
near Foley. Svihel has grown trees for 35 years.

Svihel grows,
sells Àve
evergreen
varieties
by JENNIFER COYNE
STAFF WRITER

FOLEY – Pete Svihel is a
simple man; and for 35 years,
he has run a simple business
– Pete’s Christmas Trees and
Greenhouses.
“I’m the type of person who loves to watch grass
grow,” Svihel said. “It’s the
simple things I enjoy and trees
Àt right into that.”
Since 1988, Svihel has
grown and sold Christmas
trees and uniquely decorated
wreaths with his wife, Karen,
at their home near Foley. However, the wintertime endeavor
began seven years prior, after
Svihel graduated from college
with a degree in horticulture
and landscape.
“I wasn’t a Rhodes scholar, but my mom knew I liked to

LITTLE ROCK – The after effects of the last Friday’s
blizzard are still being felt in
the Royalton area.
“The Àrst storm of the season, and it was a big one,” said
Amy Rutledge, the manager
for corporate communications
with Minnesota Power out of
Duluth.
Many lost power over the
weekend, but even though the
power is back on at Peggy and
Bob Wimmer’s dairy farm,
they did not come out unscathed from the storm that left
nearly 4 to 5 inches of snow.
A cover on the motor of their
Harvestore completely blew
out Nov. 18. Bob and Peggy
milk 108 cows with their son,
Adam, near Little Rock.
The storm began the
morning of Nov. 18 with rain,
which soon turned to sleet and
eventually wet, heavy snow.
After the Wimmers Àn-

mow lawn and work in the garden,” Svihel said. “She encouraged me to go to school for that
kind of work.”
“That Àrst year after graduation I needed an income in
the winter,” Svihel said.
The young entrepreneur
purchased 100 Christmas trees
and sold them in a vacant lot
near Foley. Soon after, Svihel
and his wife began their life together.
A few years later, in 1987,
the Svihels purchased their
current property and began
farming shortly after – growing hundreds of trees on 20
acres of land.
Today, Svihel spends his
days tending to young saplings, maintaining Àelds of
mature pines and Àrs, and welcoming guests to his Christmas
tree farm.
In a given year, Svihel sells
by NATASHA BARBER
nearly 500 trees of all varieties
STAFF WRITER
– Scotch pine, White pine, Balsam Àr, Colorado Blue spruce
ROYALTON — Aland Fraser Àr – either pre-cut though blustery winds and
heavy wet Áakes of the seaPete’s
son’s Àrst snowfall had some
continued on pg. 3B
farmers combatting weatherrelated problems Nov. 18,
when the sun rose on Saturday, Doug Popp was smiling.
His family’s wind turbine had
produced its best day ever.
With sustained wind
gusts of up to nearly 45 miles
per hour as near as Brainerd, the Jacobs wind turbine,
which sits on Windy Creek
Acres along the western Mississippi River basin, produced
230 kilowatts (kW) in a 24hour period through 7 inches
of accumulated ice and snow.
The previously logged record
was a mere 214 kW.
Doug and Jane Popp
and their two children Emily
and Nicholas live on the 220
acre property which houses
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Peggy Wimmer stands next to a motor that was damaged from a power surge during a blizzard Nov. 18. The Wimmers were attempting to mix feed for their of 108-cow herd when Áuctuations in their power caused a surge build up on their farm near Little Rock.

ished morning chores, the
power began Áickering on and
off.
“We didn’t let it go very
long. It was less than 10 minutes before we shut the power
down and ran the generator,”
Peggy Wimmer said.
The Wimmers kept their
generator running for nearly
23 hours.

“If we would have been
milking, it would have shut
the milk pump down,” Wimmer said. “There wouldn’t
have been enough power in
the Áickering to start that 10hp motor back up again. It
could’ve done some damage
by blowing out the motor, but
thankfully we weren’t milking
then.”

But
during
evening
chores, the Wimmers had a
problem.
When they started Àlling
the mixer for evening feeding,
Adam pushed the lever to engage the motor, but it tripped
the breaker. Once the breaker
Wimmers
continued on pg. 2B

Best day ever

Popps’ turbine
produces
record in midst
of blizzard

PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

The Popp family (from left), Emily, Doug, Jane and Nicholas, live on Windy Creek Acres between Royalton and Bowlus. A 150-foot wind turbine and 72 solar panels help offset the family’s electric bill. On Nov. 18 in the midst of a blizzard, the turbine generated its most energy
in the nearly ten years its been erected.

a small Holstein dairy farm
along with many of the children’s hobby livestock like
a miniature pony, peacocks,
pot-bellied pig, goats and
chickens. They milk in a tiestall barn and plant a rotation
of corn, soy beans, alfalfa,
wheat and rye. The family
installed their turbine nearly

ten years ago with federal and
Minnesota Power grant help.
“It was always windy
here on the hill,” said Doug
Popp of the property he’s
lived on since 1976. “We
wanted to do our part to capture the wind that is here and
to save a little on the environment for the kids and future

generations.”
After attending a meeting
about wind energy in 2005
and learning of a small scale
turbine installer named Joe
Straley out of Avon, Doug
had an assessment performed
Popp
continued on pg. 2B
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SPECIALIZING IN:
• Tank Maintenance
• Sand Trap Cleaning
• Car Wash Pit Pumping
• Sludge Hauling
• Storm Drain Cleaning
• Sewer Cleaning
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RE/Max Results Commercial
3950 3rd Avenue N.
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Bill Molitor

Awarded Certificate of Exchange Agent
by Starker Services, Inc. as an
expert in tax deferred,
Section 1031 exchanges.
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Reiny Hanneken- Manager
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Pierz, MN 320-468-2516
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OUR OTHER LOCATIONS:

tion effort on Windy Creek
Acres. Prior to its installation,
the family had an energy audit
performed on the farm.
“Dairy is a huge energy
hog. We just took the initiative upon ourselves to do it,”
Popp said.
The Popps’ replaced their
bulk tank and added a plate
cooler. A refrigeration heat
recovery unit was installed
and they upgraded their barns
with wind tunnel ventilation
and energy efÀcient bulbs.
Then, when the opportunity
arose for solar, they installed
a 10 kW, 72-panel network
designed with three strategically placed arrays four years
ago.
Both the wind and solar
resources are hooked to the
Popps’ energy supply grid.
Minnesota Power purchases
the assets, but the turbine and
panels still do not produce
enough to offset the entire
farm’s drain. The family’s
savings vary each month, but
the two systems generally cut
their electric bill in half. And
the best production is surprisingly during winter months.
The turbine consistently produces more during spring and
fall with the change of the
seasons, and the panels beneÀt from both the sunshine and
sun glare off the snow.
“If the sun is shining, I’m
getting electricity,” Popp said.
“If the wind is blowing I’m
doing the same.”
The Popp’s have had little to no trouble with their two
set-ups even though Minneso-

PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

A Jacobs wind turbine and three arrays of solar panels help
power the Windy Creek Acres farm near Royalton. Minnesota
Power purchases the energy resources from the Popp family.

ta weather can sometimes get
ugly. The turbine has only required its yearly maintenance
of oil and grease and occasionally the solar panels will
require a quick snow-sweep
with a push broom. But even

was reset, they tried again.
“The second time, it literally blew the cover off the
motor,” Wimmer said. “There
was a power surge built up
from the Áickering earlier that
day. The haylage was done
for.”
Since it was between
5 and 6 p.m., the Wimmers
knew they were not going to
get the repair service to their
property, especially with the
road conditions.
“We could’ve had them
come on Saturday, but there’s
such an enormous cost to have
them come out on a weekend,”

Wimmer said. “So we fed a
mixture to our cows minus
haylage, which is a big staple
in their diet.”
To offset problems that
causes, the Wimmers fed long
stem hay.
The cows managed to
maintain their milk production
until the morning of Nov. 21.
“They were down a little,
but they stayed steady up until
then,” Wimmer said.
The repair company Ànally arrived on Nov. 21.
“Hopefully, they’ll be on
haylage tonight (Nov. 21) and
we’ll get them turned around,”
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• Cornerstone Insurance
- St. Stephen | 320-202-8920
• Royal Insurance
- Royalton | 320-584-5353
• Hanneken Insurance
- Little Falls | 320-632-6592
- Pierz | 320-468-6177
• Schomer Insurance
- Pierz | 320-468-2525
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by Sunday morning, after a
rude-awakening of winter, the
sun had already melted what
clung to the panels just a day
before.

Wimmers continued from front_______

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.
Stop in or give us a call
for more information!
16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520
BAP-47-tfnB-BT

320-393-2123
320-252-9916

to see if his property was suitable for a tower.
“He said it was the perfect spot because we were
above the tree line,” Popp
said of Straley’s response.
“Because of the river, we get
a compression effect as the
wind goes over the trees and
down into the valley.”
The 20 kW Jacobs 31-20
model captures wind at 150
feet above ground. Its three
15 1/2 foot Àberglass blades
weigh in at over 150 pounds
combined and a have a safety
feature to protect the turbine
from high winds.
“The safety governor is
the same as it was originally
designed in the 1920s,” Popp
said. “Imagine a butter knife
catching the wind. When the
wind gets above 30 mph, the
blades pitch and the wind
goes through them. It’s not
catching any more wind because it would whip itself a
part. So above 30 mph they
are straight on, but when the
wind drops below thirty then
they pitch back. That’s the
beauty of the Jacobs. That
name brand has not had any
issues with like what happened on Friday. You have to
have that safety, so it doesn’t
whip itself apart when we get
50 mph winds.”
The turbine has an odometer which measures wind
speed, but unlike the largescale power-houses seen near
Sauk Centre or southwestern
Minnesota, the Popps’ do not
control where the turbine is
faced. Instead, a large tail Àn
directs the turbine into the
wind.
But the turbine is not the
Àrst nor last energy conserva-

Wimmer said. “They should
be Àne.”
The Wimmers were near
the area of Royalton that had
several power lines fall.
“There was a lot of wet,
heavy snow and high winds
that brought lines down,” Rutledge said. “Some power lines
fell on their own and others
were brought down by tree
branches.”
Rutledge said at the
height of the storm, 7,000 of
their customers near Royalton,
Pillager, Brainerd Lakes area,
Hackensack, Pierz and Long
Prairie were out of power.
“The biggest challenge
for us on Friday were the
roads,” Rutledge said. “Travel
was incredibly treacherous.
Our large trucks with chains
on the tires were getting stuck.
Our crews were pulling each
other out.”
By Saturday, Minnesota
Power was able to send crews
out to get power up restored to
the city of Royalton by 11:30
a.m., and the majority of their
clients restored by 4 p.m. that
afternoon.
“We had 375 still out of
power in our coverage area,
but crews worked through the
night to get all but 60 of those
restored, which we Ànished
on Sunday,” Rutledge said.
“We made great progress and
appreciated the patience from
our customers.”
Even though most everyone has power restored, this
storm is one the Wimmers will
not soon forget.
“For the Àrst snow of the
season, we weren’t completely
prepared for it,” Wimmer said.
“It was a shock to the system,
but we live in Minnesota. It’s
what we deal with.”

Let the PROPANE EXPERTS Help You Finish Your
Fish House, Deer Stand & Hunting Cabin the Right Way!
• Regulators
• Hoses
• Fittings
• Lights
• Propane Tanks
• We fill all sizes
of tanks
including RV’s

We have
everything
you need to
complete your
cabin.

Two Great Options!
p

Great Heaters
Priced Right!
#1
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S
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on the
Market!

Full Line Distributor
of Empire Fish House
Heaters & Parts

“SAFE EQUIPMENT SOLD BY THE GUYS
THAT KNOW PROPANE”
50 Years of Experience!

America’s Propane Company • Open 7:30 am - 4 pm
931 Lincoln Ave, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 · (320) 251 0373
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• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

• Septic Tank Pumping & Cleaning
• Holding Tank Pumping
• Cesspool Pumping & Cleaning
• Commercial Food Grade Grease
Trap Cleaning
• Lift Pump Service & Replacement
• High Pressure Line Jetting
& Thawing
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Sauk Rapids Police Department activity
Monday, Nov. 7
0545 hrs – suspicious activity on 1900 block of Benton Dr N
0643 hrs – suspicious activity on the 100 block of 3rd Ave N
0910 hrs – theft on the 1100 block of River Ave S
0946 hrs – vehicle
1002 hrs – civil on the 300 block of 7th Ave N
1027 hrs – theft on the 1900 block of Benton Dr N
1205 hrs – theft on the 1900 block of Benton Dr N
1220 hrs – property on the 800 block of Benton Dr S
1600 hrs – arrest on the 700 block of Broadway Ave S
1717 hrs – welfare check on the 100 block of 2nd Ave N
1804 hrs – suspicious activity on 400 block of Summit Ave S
2024 hrs – domestic on the 1300 block of 13th St Cir
2209 hrs – welfare check on the 1500 block of 2nd Ave N
1 trafÀc stop; 4 assists; 1 medical call; 2 alarms; 6 human
services reports
Tuesday, Nov. 8
0038 hrs – drunk
0045 hrs – suspicious activity on 1300 block of 13th St Cir
0649 hrs – suspicious activity on the 2100 block of Mayhew
Lake Rd NE
0847 hrs – suspicious activity 100 block of Benton Oaks Dr
0945 hrs – controlled substance 1800 block Osauka Rd NE
1120 hrs – school bus stop arm violation
1200 hrs – domestic on the 400 block of 13th Ave S
1609 hrs – trafÀc accident on Benton Dr S and Lincoln Ave
1642 hrs – accident on Cty Rd 29 and Hwy 15
1835 hrs – repo vehicle
2045 hrs – 911 on the 1300 block of Summit Ave N
7 trafÀc stops; 2 alarms; 3 medical calls; 1 assist; 1 ordinance
violation
Wednesday, Nov. 9
0008 hrs – criminal damage to property on the 1900 block of
Benton Dr N
0735 hrs – trafÀc accident on Benton Dr N and 1st St N
0737 hrs – attempt to locate
0859 hrs – property on the 1000 block of 4th St S
1017 hrs – property on the 2000 block of High Dr
1021 hrs – theft on the 800 block of Golden Spike Rd NE
1042 hrs – theft on the 900 block of 1st St S
1338 hrs – suspicious activity on 7th Ave N
1432 hrs – controlled substance on 1300 block of 13th St Cir
1449 hrs – burglary on the 1000 block of Benton Dr S
1456 hrs – attempt to locate
1609 hrs – death on the 200 block of 13th St N
1613 hrs – civil on Benton Dr S
1620 hrs – dispute on the 800 block of River Ave N
1705 hrs – repo vehicle
1720 hrs – harassment on the 100 block of 5th Ave S
1738 hrs – animal
1812 hrs – predatory offender registry 200 block of 9 ½ St N
1820 hrs – predatory offender registry 700 block of 12th St N
1829 hrs – domestic on the 100 block of 18th St NW
2013 hrs – unwanted on the 900 block of 35th Ave NE
3 trafÀc stops; 3 assists; 3 medical calls; 8 permits issued; 4
human services reports
Thursday, Nov. 10
0020 hrs – controlled substance on 1300 block of 13th St Cir
0047 hrs – theft on the 700 block of Summit Ave S
0050 hrs – suspicious activity 300 block Pleasant Ridge Dr
0050 hrs – extra patrol
0713 hrs – animal on 2nd St N
0916 hrs – criminal damage to property on Preserve Dr
1006 hrs – disturbance on the 600 block of 6th Ave N
1143 hrs – extra patrol
1340 hrs – warrant on the 700 block of 8th St N
1348 hrs – police proactive visit on Hwy 10 and Benton Dr S
1545 hrs – animal on the 900 block of Arbor Way
1618 hrs – animal on the 900 block of WildÁower Lane
1752 hrs – car killed deer on Cty Rd 1 and Cty Rd 3
1800 hrs – animal on the 800 block of Benton Dr N
1926 hrs – welfare check on the 1000 block of 4th Ave N
10 trafÀc stops; 3 assists; 2 medical calls; 2 alarms
Friday, Nov. 11
1035 hrs – property on Industrial Blvd
1210 hrs – car killed deer on Mayhew Lake Rd NE
1303 hrs – suspicious activity on 8th Ave N
1325 hrs – civil on the 900 block of 9th Ave N
1422 hrs – welfare check on 3rd Ave S
1528 hrs – welfare check 1900 block of Eastern Star Cir
1557 hrs – harassment on the 900 block of 1st St S
1610 hrs – DNR violation/compliant on the 3300 block of
10th Ave NE
1900 hrs – suspicious activity on the 200 block of 13th St N
1903 hrs – suspicious activity on 500 block of Benton Dr N
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2205 hrs – suspicious activity on the 800 block of Golden
Spike Rd NE
2302 hrs – domestic on the 800 block of Benton Dr N
7 trafÀc stops; 4 assists; 3 medical calls; 1 alarm
Saturday, Nov. 12
0048 hrs – suspicious activity on 1st St S and 1st Ave S
0112 hrs – disturbance on the 1900 block of Benton Dr N
0213 hrs – suspicious activity on 1000 block of River Ave N
0322 hrs – suspicious activity on the 500 block of 3rd Ave S
1049 hrs – property on the 900 block of River Ave N
1131 hrs – theft on the 800 block of Golden Spike Rd NE
1151 hrs – domestic on the 1000 block of 10th Ave NE
1255 hrs – civil on the 700 block of 3rd Ave N
1333 hrs – unwanted on the 700 block of 8th Ave S
1829 hrs – animal on the 3100 block of Orchid Dr NE
1955 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1400 block of 2nd St N
2127 hrs – suspicious activity on 1400 block of Hillside Ct
2231 hrs – suspicious activity 700 block Hwy 10, St. Cloud
2233 hrs – repo vehicle
2251 hrs – extra patrol
2327 hrs – tow
2331 hrs – Àre on Hwy 10 and Cty Rd 40
5 trafÀc stops; 2 alarms; 5 assists
Sunday, Nov. 13
0150 hrs – arrest on the 300 block of Benton Dr N
0458 hrs – assault on the 300 block of Benton Dr N
0639 hrs – suspicious activity on 2nd St N and Benton Dr N
0901 hrs – theft on the 600 block of River Ave S
0921 hrs – animal on the 1400 block of Rosewood Lane
1015 hrs – disorderly conduct on 1200 block of 2nd Ave N
1142 hrs – burglary on the 1100 block of 5th Ave N
1643 hrs – hit and run on the 100 block of 1st St S
1647 hrs – civil on 6th Ave S
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1650 hrs – vehicle on the 1200 block of 15th St NE
1659 hrs – animal on the 400 block of Summit Ave S
2009 hrs – Àreworks on the 1900 block of Benton Dr N
2021 hrs – burglary on the 1200 block of 2nd Ave S
2322 hrs – burglary on the 800 block of Broadway Ave S
3 trafÀc stops; 2 assists; 2 medical calls

Rice Police Department activity

Rice Police Department Activity

Tuesday, Nov. 8
1030 hrs – theft on the 100 block of 3rd Ave NW
1613 hrs – accident on the 400 block of Main St E
2202 hrs – criminal damage to property on 1st Ave SW
Wednesday, Nov. 9
1514 hrs – parking
Thursday, Nov. 10
0817 hrs – suspicious activity on Cty Rd 2
1 assist
Friday, Nov. 11
1 assist; 1 medical call
Saturday, Nov. 12
0411 hrs – suspicious activity on the 100 block of Main St E
2144 hrs – domestic on the 13700 block of 25th Ave NW
2 trafÀc stops
Sunday, Nov. 13
0259 hrs – suspicious activity on 2000 block of Pine Rd NW
1219 hrs – theft on the 400 block of Main St E
1931 hrs – vehicle
2 trafÀc stops

SAUK RAPIDS-RICE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 47
REGULAR SEMI-MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
Monday, October 24, 2016
A semi-monthly meeting of the Sauk Rapids-Rice ISD 47
A motion was made by Solarz, seconded by Fiereck and
Board of Education was called to order by Chair Hauck Monday, unanimously to authorize a wage increase for the District grounds
October 24, 2016, at seven o’clock p.m. in the District OfÀce keeper’s helper position to equal that of the District’s substitute
Board Room of said district.
custodial rate of pay, effective March 1, 2017.
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF ADDITIONAL SUPPORT STAFF TIME
Members present included Braun, Fiereck, Hauck, Holthaus,
A motion was made by Fiereck, seconded by Solarz and
Morse, Rogholt and Solarz. Others present were Superintendent unanimously carried to approve additional support staff time at
Bittman, Director of Teaching and Learning Bushman, Business Pleasantview and Mississippi Heights Elementary based on inManager Eisenschenk, SRRHS Principal Martens, SRRHS As- creased enrollment and student need.
sistant Principal Nohner, PVES Principal Froiland, Community AUTHORIZATION FOR A DIRECTOR OF HUMAN REEducation Director Wilke, and District Technology Coach Mack- SOURCES AND ADMINSTRATIVE SERVICES POSITION
enthun.
A motion was made by Braun, seconded by Holthaus and
STUDENT RECOGNITION
unanimously carried to authorize a Director of Human Resources
Board members recognized students from the Sauk Rapids- and Administrative Services position in accordance with prioriRice High School for their leadership, academic record, and out- ties identiÀed within the District’s Strategic Plan. The Director
standing citizenship. Those recognized were Madison Davis, of Human Resources and Administrative Services position would
Brian Kahl, Connor Kockler, and Hannah Weber.
provide support in all areas of Human Resources, which include,
CITY OF SAUK RAPIDS ARCHITECT / FIELD HOUSE PRE- but are not limited to employee relations, beneÀts and insurance,
SENTATION
recruitment and selection, risk management, substitute manageCity of Sauk Rapids architect, Murray Mack, presented in- ment, training and evaluation, pay equity, worker’s compensaformation to the Board of Education regarding Àeld house con- tion, and tasks related to compliance with other state and federal
struction, size, and use options. Mack provided four potential regulations.
options that will be considered by the City of Sauk Rapids.
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED POLICIES
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA
A motion was made by Solarz, seconded by Morse and unanA motion was made by Fiereck, seconded by Morse and imously carried to adopt the following policies.
unanimously carried to approve the meeting’s “Agenda” as print• #509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students) is a “recomed.
mended policy” and will replace current policy #509 (EnrollCONSENT AGENDA
ment of Nonresident Students).
A motion was made by Rogholt, seconded by Morse and car• #520 (Student Surveys) is a “recommended policy” and
ried by a margin of six with Hauck abstaining to approve the will replace current policy #520 (Student Surveys).
meeting’s “Consent Agenda.”
These policies require two readings before adoption. Input was
ACTION ITEMS
provided and incorporated as recommended.
AUTHORIZATION FOR ADDITIONAL FOOD SERVICE ADJOURNMENT
TIME
With no further business appearing before the Board, a moA motion was made by Braun, seconded by Morse and unan- tion was made by Morse, seconded by Fiereck and unanimously
imously carried to authorize an additional 2.75 hours daily for carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 p.m.
SRRMS cook’s helper. The additional time was requested due
Respectfully submitted,
to a new menu item roll out at Sauk Rapids-Rice Middle School,
Phil Rogholt, Board of Education Clerk
and will be funded through the food service budget.
Sauk Rapids-Rice ISD 47
AUTHORIZATION FOR WAGE ADJUSTMENT FOR THE
R-46-1B
GROUNDS KEEPER HELPER POSITION
NOTICE OF INFORMAL PROBATE OF WILL AND INFORMAL APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF MINNESOTA COUNTY OF BENTON
DISTRICT COURT SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No. 05-PR-16-1864
In Re: Estate of Melvin Anthony Strang, Decedent.
Notice is given that an
Application for Informal Probate of Will and Informal Appointment of Personal Representative was Àled with the
Registrar, along with a Will
dated September 7, 2012. The
Registrar accepted the Application and informally appointed
Renee Pauline Strang, whose
address is 2005 Fourth Avenue
North, Sauk Rapids, Minnesota
56379, to serve as the personal
representative of the Decedent’s estate.
Any heir, devisee or other
interested person may be entitled to appointment as personal
representative or may object to
the appointment of the personal representative. Any objection to the appointment of the
personal representative must
be Àled with the Court, and any
properly Àled objection will be
heard by the Court after notice
is provided to interested persons of the date of hearing on
the objection.
Unless objections are Àled,

and unless the Court orders
otherwise, the personal representative has the full power to
administer the estate, including,
after thirty (30) days from the
issuance of letters testamentary,
the power to sell, encumber,
lease, or distribute any interest
in real estate owned by the Decedent.
Notice is further given that,
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3801, all creditors having claims
against the Decedent’s estate
are required to present the
claims to the personal representative or to the Court within
four (4) months after the date of
this notice or the claims will be
barred.
Dated: November 9, 2016
Cheryl Woehler
Registrar
Cheryl Woehler
Court Administrator
Cunningham Law OfÀce
Robert Cunningham MN#
0283940
P.O. Box 357
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Telephone: 320.443.4323
R-47-2B

MINNESOTA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY/
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 322C
(1) LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY NAME: Watab Secured Storage, LLC
(2) REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT(S), IF ANY AT
THAT OFFICE: United States Corporation Agents, Inc., 7300
Hudson Blvd. N. Ste. 200, Oakdale, MN 55128 USA.
(3) DURATION: PERPETUAL
(4) ORGANIZERS: Merill L Grile, 6628 5th Avenue NE,
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 USA.
(4) By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am
signing this document as the person whose signature is required,
or as agent of the person(s) whose signature would be required
who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf,
or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all
required Àelds, and that the information in this document is true
and correct and in compliance with the applicable chapter of
Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document
I am subject to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section
609.48 as if I had signed this document under oath.
Cheyenne Moseley
10/13/2016
H-47-2P

NOTICE OF IMPOUNDED PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the following property has not
been paid for; 1999 Ford F-250 Vin# 1FTNX21L8XEA82725 repaired at Friedrich’s Auto Sales 39976 Co Rd 1 Rice, MN 56367.
Failure of the owner or lien holder to exercise their right to reclaim the property within the appropriate time allowed under section 168B.051 subd.1, 1a, 2, shall be deemed a waiver by them
of all right, title, and interest in the property and a consent to the
transfer of title to and disposal of sale of the property pursuant to
section 168B.08 Publish: November 2016.
R-47-3B

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
OWNER – Sauk Rapids Rice Public Schools
1833 Osauka Road NE
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
PROJECT - The work shall consist of the partial reroof of Rice
Elementary School, 200 NE 3rd Ave., Rice, MN 56367
TIME - Sealed bids will be received until 1:00 pm local time, on
Thursday December 15th, 2016 in the District OfÀces of Sauk
Rapids Rice Public Schools, 1833 Osauka Road NE, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
MANDATORY PRE-BID CONFERENCE: 10:00 am local time,
on Thursday December 8th at Rice Elementary School 200 NE
3rd Ave., Rice, MN 56367
TIME OF COMPLETION
Project start date: June 5th, 2017
Substantial Completion: August 11th, 2017
Final Completion: August 18th, 2017
BID SUBMITTAL - All bids shall be addressed to Sauk Rapids
Rice Public Schools C/O Mr. Greg Robbins, Director of Building
and Grounds, 1833 Osauka Road NE, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Bids shall be sealed and shall have the name and address of the
bidder and the contract for which the bid is being submitted on
the outside of the envelope. All bidders shall bid in accordance
with and upon the Bid Forms included in the contract documents.
PROCUREMENT OF CONTRACT DOCUMENTS - Copies of
the contract documents will be distributed at the pre-bid meeting.
BID SECURITY - No bid shall be received unless accompanied
by a certiÀed check or satisfactory bid bond payable to Sauk
Rapids Rice Public Schools in an amount not less than 5 % of
the maximum bid as a guarantee that, if the bid is accepted, the
bidder will execute and Àle the contract, performance/payment
bonds and insurance certiÀcation, as required by the contract
documents, within ten (10) days after the Notice of Award.
BID REJECTION - The OWNER reserves the right to reject any
and all bids, waive any informalities in bidding or to accept the
bid or bids which best serves the interests of Sauk Rapids-Rice
Public Schools.
WITHDRAWAL OF BIDS - No bid shall be withdrawn for a period of 45-days after the scheduled opening without the consent
of the OWNER.
Published by the authority of the Sauk Rapids Rice Public
Schools
Mr. Greg Robbins
Director of Building and Grounds
Sauk Rapids Rice Public Schools
R-47-2B
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Creating a win-win situation

Van Nurden discusses fair rental agreements
by MISSY MUSSMAN
STAFF WRITER

MELROSE – With high
crop yields and land values
staying elevated, knowing
which direction land rental
rates will go for 2017 is not
black or white.
“There’s no magic number,” said Pauline Van Nurden, an agricultural business management extension
educator with the University
of Minnesota. “Everyone’s
situation is unique.”
Van Nurden shared ideas
for working through negotiations to determine a fair land
rental agreement Nov. 14
during the 2016 Fair Land
Rental Workshop in Melrose.
“Both parties have to
come to a conclusion that’s
right for their situation,” Van
Nurden said.
The Farm Financial Database (FINBIN) showed
land rental rates per acre had
increased between 2011 and
2014, but most regions in the
state saw a decrease in average land rental rates between
2014 and 2015. The Na-

tional Ag Statistics Service
(NASS) had average land
rent prices for 2016 currently
lower than last year.
“These are just a guide to
show farmers what the trend
has been and a great way to
benchmark your farm,” Van
Nurden said. “This isn’t a
deÀnitive number. There are
many factors that affect rental rate.”
Size and shape, drainage,
fertility and quality, crop rotation history and location of
the land are all factors.
“If it’s close to the tenant’s farm and they’re using
it for corn silage, the tenant
may be willing to pay a little extra for it,” Van Nurden
said. “On the other hand, if
the Àeld is odd shaped, making it more challenging to
farm, the landowner might
have to reduce the rate.”
Other factors include
which farm bill program the
land is enrolled in, payment
due dates, the reputation
and personal history of both
parties, and special considerations like storage facilities being a part of the rental
agreement or other unique

circumstances.
“If a landowner wants
only no-till practices on the
Àeld being rented, they may
get more per acre because
it’s what the tenant wants to
do, but they could also have
a lower rate because it’s not
the tenant’s typical practice,”
Van Nurden said.
To determine a fair land
rental price, Van Nurden said
both parties should look at
the upcoming year’s crop
budgets using projected income and expenses to determine what would be available for rent and what their
breakeven rental rate would
be.
The average future cost
of production base for crops
in 2017 are projected to be
$3.90 for corn, $9.20 for soybeans and $7.40 for wheat.
But, the future market
bids outlook for 2017 shows
corn could average between
$3 and $3.60, soybeans between $8.45 and $9.95 and
wheat between $3.50 and
$3.90.
“Crop budgets aren’t the
rosiest,” Van Nurden said.
“It’ll be a challenge this

Ag lending
centered on you.

Finance new or used farm equipment
with rates as low as 2.75%APR.
Leasing options also available. Ask us for more details!
888.330.8482 | mycmcu.org |

Subject to credit approval. Membership qualiﬁcation required. Rates base
ased on past credit history. Does not
apply to loans already ﬁnanced with CMCU. Limited time offer. Ot
Other restrictions apply. Ask for details.
Equal Opportunity Lender. Federally Insured by NCUA
A
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Pauline Van Nurden discusses ideas for working through negotiations to determine a fair land
rental agreement on Nov. 14 during the 2016 Fair Land Rental Workshop in Melrose.

coming year. But it allows
producers to look at budgets
a little differently. Check
your local markets and run
a budget sheet to see what
your breakeven price might
be.”
For landowners, Van
Nurden suggested calculating a desired rent per acre,
which takes the desired return on the land at a 3 percent
rate added to the real estate
taxes on those acres, any liability insurance costs and
other cash costs divided by
the number of acres.
There are several other
items landowners and tenants can use to decide cash
rent, like the market value,
landowner’s ownership cost,
landowner’s net-share, operator’s net return to land,
percent of the land value,
percent of gross income,
Àxed bushel rent or dollars
per bushel of production.
“These are all viable options,” Van Nurden said. “It’s
some food for thought.”
Besides a fair rental
price, landowners and tenants need to establish a fair
contract agreement.
One option is a lease.
Each lease should include the name and address
of both parties, the legal description of the land, a beginning and end date of the
lease, rent amount, due date,
payment type, late payment
considerations, who insures
the property and crops, partnership and legal statement,
termination details, farming
practices allowed or prohibited, who is responsible
for improvements, property
map, landowner’s rights,
federal farm program the

land is enrolled in, management participation, and how
amendments and disputes
are handled. A lease must be
signed by both parties.
“All leases should be
written,” Van Nurden said.
“There are farmers who’ve
rented land for 10 years with
no written leases. Not that
people aren’t trustworthy,
but this ensures everything is
out there and on the up and
up.”
Van Nurden shared some
online tools to help writing
leases, including http://www.
aglease101.org.
“They have sample lease
agreements and help you get
the right start,” she said.
Flexible lease arrangements are another option.
These have a base rent set
through negotiations, which
is typically lower than a simple cash rent payment. But
the Ànal rent is determined
by the Ànal grain market
prices, yield on the acres,
crop revenue or proÀtability
of the acres.
“I’ve seen these but
they’re not as popular,” Van
Nurden said. “Both parties
beneÀt from an exceptional
year and the risk is more
evenly shared, but it takes
more management, the producer shares the additional
proÀts and the landowner
may receive a lower rent
payment in a year.”
A Áexible crop price
contract would have a bonus paid if the actual market
price is higher than the base
criteria. On the same note, a
Áexible yield contract would
pay a bonus if it were higher
than the base value.
“The Áaw is you’re only

looking at one factor,” Van
Nurden said.
However, the Áexible
gross revenue contract pays a
bonus if the actual yield and
price values are greater than
the base values. The same
goes for the Áexible proÀt
sharing contract paying a bonus if the Ànal proÀtability
was greater than expected.
“These are my preference because they factor in
more,” Van Nurden said.
Farmers can also do a
lien, which must be Àled
within 30 days of the crops
beginning to grow.
“Landowners
should
seek legal assistance and
communicate with their renter,” Van Nurden said.
Tenants and landowners
need to focus on the interests
of what each other wants,
not in terms of a certain dollar value per acre but instead
to think of options for mutual
gain. They have to also consider income generating possibilities for the operation,
the quality of the land versus
the rental rate and the quality of care being given to the
land.
But Van Nurden said the
biggest factor is Ànances.
“If either party can’t
cover their direct cost, it’s
going to be hard to make
a proÀt,” she said. “Know
your walk away point.”
Overall, Van Nurden
said the goal is to make it
beneÀcial to both parties.
“You need to look at
your criteria to know what
works for you,” Van Nurden
said. “You both want to win
in this, so make it a win-win
outcome.”

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2016

Benton Ag

PUBLIC NOTICES
BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – NOVEMBER 1, 2016
The Benton County Board of Commissioners met in regular county roadway safety plan, as well as the Àve-year road plan,
session on November 1, 2016 in the Benton County Board Room that are eligible for this grant program: 1) CSAH 13 from CSAH
in Foley, MN with Commissioners Jake Bauerly, Ed Popp, Spen- 3 to TH 25 (add 2-foot paved shoulders, rumble stripe; advanccer Buerkle, Warren Peschl and Jim McMahon present. Call to ing with CSAH dollars in 2017 and get repaid with Federal dolorder by Chair Buerkle was at 9:00 AM followed by the Pledge lars in 2018; would become a Federal project—subject to Fedof Allegiance to the Áag.
eral requirements); 2) CSAH 8 from East City Limits (St. Cloud)
Peschl/McMahon unanimous to approve the amended agen- to CR 47 (pavement markings, rumble stripe; already receiving
da: add item—county contribution to the Benton Economic Federal dollars for the reclaim); and 3) CR 78 from CSAH 1
Partnership.
to the North County Line (shoulder widening, pavement markCraig Gondeck, Watab Township Board Chair, was present ings, rumble stripe; would become a Federal project—subject
under Open Forum. He expressed appreciation to the County to Federal requirements). Byrd noted a “trade-off” in that the
Board, the SCORE Committee, and Department of Development county could get additional outside Federal funding for these
staff for the funding received by the township for “Watab Clean- roadway segments, but the funding comes with a few “strings”
Up Day” in September, noting that the event was a “huge suc- (disadvantaged business enterprise and prevailing wage requirecess”. Gondeck also noted that, this year, Watab Township has ments; additional administrative burden). He also noted that
sold building permits totaling $7,225,000 in new value; he stated rumble stripes sometime cause consternation amongst residents
that events such as “Clean-up Day” contribute to “people want- due to noise, so he would want to ensure there is Board support
ing to move to Watab Township”.
for the projects. Board discussion ensued on whether or not the
Popp/Bauerly unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda: “trade-off” would be of any advantage to the county. Byrd added
1) approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of October 18, 2016 as that, when Federal dollars are involved, the county must agree to
written; 2) adopt Resolution 2016-#36, accepting donation from maintain the roadway “for the life of the improvements”. FolScheels of St. Cloud through the Greater St. Cloud Public Safety lowing the discussion, Board consensus to submit the CSAH 8
Foundation, on behalf of the Sheriff’s OfÀce Police Activities project only for Federal HSIP grant funding as this is already a
League Program, and authorize the Chair to sign; 3) adopt Reso- Federal project.
lution 2016-#37, accepting donation from SignMax of St. Cloud,
The Regular County Board meeting was recessed at 9:56
on behalf of the Sheriff’s OfÀce K-9 Program, and authorize the AM to conduct a Human Services Board meeting.
Chair to sign; 4) approve 2017 License Renewal for On & Off
The Regular County Board meeting was reconvened at
Sale of 3.2 Malt Liquor—Silver Corners; 5) approve Applica- 10:01 AM.
tion for Exempt Permit for MN Dark House Association-Central
Bob Cornelius, Human Services Director, informed the
Chapter to hold a rafÁe at Henry’s Catering & Banquet Center, Board that two newer employees, who are not yet eligible for
Foley, on February 3, 2017; and 6) reappoint Scott Johnson and FMLA, are requesting unpaid medical leaves. Bauerly/Peschl
Mitch Czech to the Planning Commission; reappoint Bill Rauch unanimous to approve the unpaid medical leave requests, not to
and Bill Kosloske to the Solid Waste Advisory Committee; and exceed six weeks.
appoint Bruce Bonebright to the Board of Adjustment.
Cornelius reported that two individuals stole some items
John Uphoff, the newly appointed Executive Director of from a Social Worker’s vehicle while the worker was on work
the Benton Economic Partnership (BEP), appeared before the time and meeting with a client at Sherwood Manor; the vanBoard, reporting on his Àrst month activities as well as the stra- dals also caused two small dents from hitting the vehicle. He
tegic planning process currently underway. Uphoff noted that requested Board consideration of reimbursing the employee for
the BEP workplan places a “heavy focus” on business retention her $250.00 deductible; the employee has Àled a police report
and expansion; he also noted the addition of a satellite ofÀce of and pressed charges. McMahon suggested that Benton County
the Small Business Development Center in the City of Foley. be named for restitution in the criminal complaint. Bauerly/McUphoff stated that the BEP will be the “point organization” for Mahon unanimous to approve reimbursement of the employee’s
assisting in the development of the CEDS (Comprehensive Eco- $250.00 deductible.
nomic Development Strategies) process. He stated his intent to
Cornelius explained that, during July and August, one of his
promote the assets of the Benton County community, not just employees transported a ten-year old foster child from the child’s
from an internal growth perspective, but from a development home in Foley to the child’s foster home in Rice; although transperspective as well. Chair Buerkle welcomed John Uphoff, not- portation was able to be arranged for the child to get from Rice to
ing the importance of economic development to the community. Foley for therapy, there were challenges in arranging for the child
Monty Headley, County Administrator, stated that Benton to return to the foster home in Rice. Cornelius stated that the emCounty has not yet made their contribution to the BEP as com- ployee lives in Rice and was asked by a supervisor to transport
mitted per previous Board resolution ($75,000 per year); $11,000 the child to Rice and to record this as reimbursable mileage as
of the $75,000 budget for 2016 has been spent to date (i.e., web- she was performing a speciÀc work task for the county and had
site development and hosting, promotional videos for website). a client in the car with her during the transport. He noted that,
Headley inquired if the Board desired the 2016 BEP contribution due to county policy, the employee’s reimbursement for these
to be the full $75,000 or the $75,000 minus expenses to date-- miles was denied. Cornelius requested that the Board approve
Board consensus for $75,000 minus expenses to date. Headley an exception to the policy in this case and allow the employee to
noted that the BEP will be receiving a $10,000 grant from the be reimbursed for these miles, noting that she assumed the liabilInitiative Foundation once the formation of the 501(c)(3) is com- ity for transporting the child and part of reimbursement pays for
plete. He conÀrmed that a $75,000 contribution to the BEP has insurance to cover liability. He further stated that, although this
again been budgeted in 2017.
transport was done with the idea of cost-effectiveness in mind, it
Chris Byrd, County Engineer, explained that Watab Town- was outside of the county’s travel reimbursement policy (policy
ship will be drafting a letter to the County Board, asking that states you must deduct the commute home from the mileage); in
the Board adopt a resolution requesting that an engineering the future, the county will likely hire someone else (at a much
speed study be performed on a section of CSAH 13, from TH higher expense) to provide transportation and supervision. Pe10 east to Sucker Creek Road. He stated that the current speed schl/Popp to approve an exception to the travel reimbursement
on this County State Aid Highway is the statutory limit of 55 policy and allow the employee to be reimbursed ($150.00 less
mph; any alteration of this speed limit must come as a result of taxes). Buerkle pointed out that the employee is also receiving a
an engineering speed study by the Commissioner of Transporta- wage for this transport; he commented “…once you start getting
tion. Byrd noted no cost for the study; however, once MnDOT outside the policy, it creates a whole bunch of requests coming
provides their recommendation, the county is obligated to fol- in at other times…I’d like to approve it, but I’m very skeptical of
low that recommendation and post appropriately (post if other something like this…” McMahon commented “…it’s just comthan the statutory limit of 55 mph). Motion by McMahon that mon sense…they are doing a service for the department…it is
the County Engineer draft a resolution for the Chair’s signature, at the director’s discretion…” Bauerly commented “…I don’t
without waiting for the letter from the township, to save time. think we should be micro-managing $150.00...” Motion carSecond by Popp. Craig Gondeck (Watab Township Chair) point- ried with Bauerly, Peschl, Popp and McMahon voting aye and
ed out that the justiÀcation for the request needs to be a part of Buerkle voting nay.
the resolution; that justiÀcation language will be included in the
Jackie Traut, Accounting Supervisor, explained that ePayroll
township’s letter to the County Board. Motion and second were is an online payroll information inquiry that extracts information
withdrawn at this time. Byrd will bring this issue back to the from the current payroll system and presents it to the web user
Board once he is in receipt of the Watab Township letter.
(employee); by presenting this information online, the inefÀcient
Byrd informed the Board that the City of Foley is consider- and timely process of printing paper paystubs can be eliminated.
ing applying for a Federal Transportation Alternatives grant to Traut stated that there is a one-time implementation fee and a
assist with the costs to construct what is known as the “Foley monthly fee of $250.00. Bauerly stated the need to make sure
Connection”; since Foley is a small city (under 5,000 popula- the site is “very secure”. McMahon/Peschl unanimous to aption), the County must be the sponsoring agency and, if the grant prove a contract addendum with VisualGov for a web-based ePapplication is successful, Benton County would also need to be ayroll information system, and authorize the Chair to sign.
the “Àscal agent” and receive the Federal funds on behalf of the
Monty Headley, County Administrator, stated that the CounCity. Byrd indicated that a resolution, adopted by the County ty’s negotiating committee conducted meetings with three law
Board, would be needed when the application is due. Sarah Àrms for the purpose of securing labor attorney services; this
Brunn, Foley City Administrator, explained that this project action was taken in response to the retirement of the County’s
includes a trail component, pedestrian crossings across TH 23 long-serving labor attorney, Terry Foy, of Ratwik, Roszak and
within Foley, and two radar feedback signs; this is essentially Maloney. Bauerly/Popp unanimous to approve a professional
the same project and the same application as submitted by the services agreement with Madden Galanter Hansen, LLP for the
City last year. Brunn indicated that Foley Public Schools are period of October 19, 2016 through August 31, 2019, as recom“on board” ($48,000 commitment) and the Foley Quality of Life mended by the County’s negotiating committee, and authorize
Task Force is also in support of this application. She stated the the Chair to sign.
total project cost is estimated at $315,000; the Federal grant reLee Katzmarek, Human Resources Director, reported that
quest is for $182,000 (the City and School District will contrib- the Highway Department has experienced considerable difÀute to the match portion). Brunn will return to a future Board culty over the past two years attracting and retaining qualiÀed
meeting to request the resolution of support.
applicants for the position of Civil Engineering Technician; the
Byrd explained that, after MnDOT completed the construc- Administrator’s OfÀce is requesting a temporary exception to the
tion of new TH 23, the right-of-way of old TH 23 was turned current compensation policy as an incentive to attract additional
back to Benton County; it is his opinion that this is excess right- applicants. Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to allow the position of
of-way. He pointed out that the Board previously directed him Civil Engineering Technician to be eligible for a step increase
to have a discussion with the City of Foley regarding possibly after six months of employment (if recommended by the detransferring ownership jurisdiction of this property (including partment head) as an incentive to attract additional qualiÀed apGlen Street) to the City (there was some interest expressed by the plicants, with such incentive authorized through December 31,
City in acquiring this land for economic development purposes); 2017.
Board members reported on recent meetings they attended
discussion has lagged due to the turnover in the City Administrator position. Byrd noted that there is an individual interested on behalf of the county.
Under Commissioner Concerns, Popp reported that residents
in placing a business sign on a portion of this land to advertise
his business—MnDOT’s billboard policy states that the appli- continue to urge Board support of the request of Palmer Wireless
cant must have approval from the landowner (currently Benton to use the County-owned tower at Mayhew Lake to provide inCounty) and the sign must not be placed on public right-of-way; ternet service to customers who lost their service through Cleartherefore, in order to allow the business sign, the County would wire. He noted that Palmer Wireless has indicated that it would
Àrst need to adopt a resolution to vacate the excess right-of-way. not be cost effective for them to pay for a structural assessment
McMahon inquired if vacation of the excess right-of-way would to verify that the tower can handle the additional devices that
hinder any future plans for transferring ownership jurisdiction they would attach; the equipment they propose to add weighs
of the property to the City (Byrd stated his belief that it would less than 50 pounds. Byrd noted that there is a safety concern
not.) Bauerly commented that he could support vacation of the with a “bend” in the structure due to a past wind event; there is
excess right-of-way, but would be opposed to placing the sign a desire for an “outside expert” to do a “mapping” of the tower
“right in the middle of the property”. Popp inquired if the tax- to verify that it has the structural capacity to add the equipment
forfeited parcel could be conveyed to the city in the same man- without any fatigue failure occurring. Byrd stated his willingner as the other parcels. Buerkle commented “if our intention ness to discuss this issue with Palmer Wireless; he suggested that
is to someday have that all city property, I’m a little hesitant to a lease agreement between Benton County and Palmer Wireless
go ahead and permit a use now that might not be in line with be developed should the Board support their request. Headley
what the city wants…” Following brief discussion, Bauerly/ will contact the Benton Economic Partnership Executive DirecPeschl unanimous to adopt Resolution 2016-#38, a Resolution tor to inquire of any potential grants/funding sources to pay for
to Vacate Excess Right-of-Way, and authorize the Chair to sign. an assessment. Several Board members stated their belief that it
With regard to the business sign request, Board consensus that is a “waste of money” to spend thousands of dollars for a structhe County Engineer work with the requestor (Dave Novak) and tural assessment to add ten pounds of equipment. Byrd will do
contact the City for their input and approval. McMahon sug- further research and return to the Board with this issue.
Peschl/McMahon unanimous to set Committees of the
gested that once the vacation of the right-of-way is complete, the
permits be issued while “keeping the City in the loop”; Peschl Whole: November 1, Continuous Improvement Training; Nostated his agreement. Dave Novak explained that he is the indi- vember 9, MN Transportation Alliance Annual Meeting; and
vidual requesting to place a business sign on this property. He December 7, Urban Land Institute Technical Assistance Panel
noted that the sign is “on wheels” and, should the property even- (Verso Site Development).
Popp/Bauerly unanimous to adjourn at 10:40 AM.
tually transfer to the City, he would “be Áexible” and work with
Spencer C. Buerkle, Chair
the City. He indicated that he currently has an application into
Benton County Board of Commissioners
MnDOT for the sign. Byrd added that he will work with Dave
ATTEST:
Novak and the Department of Development staff to ensure that
Montgomery Headley
all county regulations are adhered to.
Benton County Administrator
Byrd informed the Board that applications for Federal HSIP
R-47-1B
(Highway Safety Improvement Program) grants are due November 10th; Benton County has several projects identiÀed in the
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Thankful, though challenging harvest
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Wet Àeld conditions
have made harvest challenging. Some soybeans and
more of the corn crop was
not harvested yet when rain
and snow arrived on Nov.
18. We were already expecting some Àelds wouldn’t be
harvested until the ground
froze up. Yields generally
are reported to be very good.
Yields are reduced in parts of
Àelds that have been mostly
saturated since mid-July.
I seem to be hearing
more concern about Ànancial conditions for farm families as commodity prices
continue to be low compared
to the rising costs of living
and doing business. Health
insurance for farm families
and others who are self-employed or working for small
businesses is a major concern.
I don’t claim to have
quick answers to these issues, and I’m not aiming to
stir feelings of gloom. My
purpose here is just to acknowledge that issues exist. Things vary some from
farm to farm and family to
family. Reports of great crop
yields don’t automatically
mean things are rosy on every farm. For example, some
farmers were only able to
chop half or less of the corn
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the farm business according- to remember as we bow at a
ly. But sometimes the cycles meal, kneel by a pew or greet
others with a work of thanks.
stretch things pretty thin.
There will be many
When things are difÀcult, our natural response is workshop meetings during
often to isolate and discon- the next few months that
nect from people around could be a place to compare
us. But it’s actually impor- notes. You’re welcome to
tant to stay connected. That call county extension ofÀces
might mean looking for in Foley (320) 968-5077; St.
meaningful opportunities to Cloud (32) 255-6169; Little
visit with family and friends Falls (320) 632-0161. You
and talk with other people can check websites or watch
you work with around the for other news releases.
• Midwest Dairy Expo
farm…about things that are
important to you, things you – Tuesday, Nov. 29 to Thurshave to enjoy — even when day, Dec. 1, St. Cloud Rivsome things are difÀcult. er’s Edge Convention CenTalk with nutrition advisors, ter.
• U of M Transition to
agronomy staff, vets, creditors and others to consider Organic Production — Tuesadjustments or strategies day, Dec. 6 at St. Cloud. Prethat might be useful. Be sure registration was required by
Nov. 22.
• U of M Cattle Feeder
Days – Tuesday Dec. 13 at
the Hub Supper Club near
Burtrum at 6 p.m. There is a
$30 registration fee and $15
for additional people from
the same farm. This can be
paid at the door, or by preregistering on-line for a discount at http://z.umn.edu/
CFD2016. The UofM Beef
Team will discuss managing feedlot cattle to optimize
performance, proÀt and cattle welfare with a focus on
addressing the challenges
of Minnesota weather extremes. The full agenda can
be found at http://extension.
umn.edu/beef .
Hoping for you a meaningful Thanksgiving observance.

The Best Components Money can buy
Call for a
Demo Today!

BA47-1B-JW

0% for 36 months
O.A.C.

Engineered with German Precision,
Built with American Pride.

• 3 Yr./3,000 Hr.

Standard Factory Warranty*

• 4 Yr./4,000 Hr.

Powertrain Warranty*

• 5 Yr./5,000 Hr.

*See dealer for details.

• Industry leading
134” lift height
• Comfortable cab
with great visibility
• Wheel or track units
available

Electrical System Warranty*

WOLLER EQUIPMENT, INC.
320-573-2341 • www.wollerequipment.com
1 Mile NE of Upsala on Hwy. 238

NOW

Stk. #16400

CHEVY

2017 Chevy
Equinox AWD
Stk. #17059

SMOKING
REBATES

$

35,295
Plus tax, title, license

NOW

2016 Chevy
Silverado 2500
Double Cab

$

MSRP $41,650

Sales: (320) 968-3087
Service: (320) 968-3090

24,795
Plus tax, title, license

MSRP $30,830

211 Glen Street • Foley, MN 56329

320-968-6239 or 888-868-6239
Open Monday-Friday 8-6 • Sat 8-2

BA-47-1B-TV

