LIVING FAITH

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Year C)
December 5, 2021
THE GOSPEL TODAY

Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee,
and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
John the Baptist tells us something very important about the effects of Jesus on the
lives of people. Through the presence of Jesus, paths are made straight, valleys are
filled in and hills made easier to climb. How and where does Jesus come into our lives
and into our world today? He comes to us in and through family members—parents,
grandparents, children, clerks in stores and health care workers, the people we love
and the people we find difficult to love. Jesus comes to us in the most unexpected
people and places. Through these people, these encounters, if we are attentive and
listening, Jesus is at work in our lives, levelling our paths, filling in the valleys, and
making hills easier to climb. This Advent, let’s be attentive, open and watching. Today,
Jesus will come into your life. Will you recognize him?

PONDER AND DISCUSS
• Where do you see and hear Jesus as He comes to you today?
• For whom are you the hands and feet of Jesus today?
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Family Activities

As we move through the second week
of Advent, jot down some ideas in the
Heart symbol about how our family
can prepare for Christ's coming by
our actions this week!
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
YEAR C
THE YEAR OF LUKE
THE GOSPEL OF MERCY
In his writing, Saint Luke had a special concern
for the poor and the marginalized, and all those
who are outcast or live on the edge of society.
In fact, Saint Luke writes about God's mercy so
much that his Gospel is often called “The Gospel
of Mercy”. He stresses God's mercy in the cures
that Jesus effects, in Christ's directive to “Be
merciful just as your Father is merciful” (cf Luke
6:36), and in the parables of mercy found
throughout his writing:
• The Two Debtors and their Creditor (Luke
7:36-50),
• The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37),
• The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin (Luke
15:1-10),
• The Merciful Father–also known as the
Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-23),
• The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:1931),
• The Unjust Judge and the Widow–our
Gospel reading this past Sunday (Luke
18:1-8), and
• The Pharisee and the Publican (Luke 18:914).

THE SYNOD PROCESS IN THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. JOHN’S CONTINUES
The consultation will be widespread and will take two forms:
• Consultation in focus groups, both in-person and online.
Many Pastors will be gathering focus (discussion) groups,
and the Redemptorist Adult Faith Formation Team will also
be gathering focus groups to explore and respond to the
questions
• A questionnaire for individuals, which can be completed
online at (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QL8BNS5)
or by downloading an MS Word version from www.rcsj.org
If you download the MS Word version, please e-mail the
completed survey to rafft@gmail.com
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DECEMBER 8

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Journey Through Advent -Video reflections from the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops
Each week, beginning on Sunday, 21 November 2021, the Solemnity of Christ the King, the CCCB will release
a video recording of a Bishop reflecting on the Gospel Reading for each Sunday of Advent. This year’s
reflections were inspired by Indigenous Delegation travelling to Rome to meet with Pope Francis from 17-20
December 2021. Each reflection is based one of the five essential stages of reconciliation: examen,
confession, repentance, reparation (making amends), and reconciliation. It is likewise hoped these reflections
will assist the faithful, Indigenous and non-Indigenous alike, in preparing for Pope Francis’ eventual apostolic
journey to Canada. You can view these video reflections here.
Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org
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