In our study on Wednesdays, 


the subtitles to each of the chapters has been: 



the art of blank 



and the habit of blank.  

So for vulnerability 


the art of living without secrets 


and habit of confession. 

Honesty had 


the art of saying what you mean 


and habits of rebuke and encouragement.  

Last week's covenant was 


art of commitment 


and habit of making promises.  

All things that we had to make intentional choices to do 


for both the art and the habit.  

I have some great news.  


This week, 



the art aspect of forgiveness comes to you and I naturally.  


That is the art of failure.  

Now Webster defines art as: 


“skill acquired by experience, study, or observation.”  

I am guessing that most of us acquired the art of failure through experience.  


We didn't have to study too hard 


or watch to see how others did it.



Not even watch YouTube Videos.  


It just came to us almost naturally through trial and error.  



Occasionally success would break the streak, 

but of all the arts that we will discuss while considering friendship, 


failure is one that we all have great experience in.

I am not trying to make you feel bad.  

I am just stating a reality that we need to acknowledge 


before we can see the full value of the habit that needs to come with forgiveness, 



which is forgiving.  

One of the most dangerous positions to be in, 


is the one where we are looking down at everyone else, 



because we think they have issues and we don't.  

Jesus shows the reality of our life multiple times in the gospels.  


Luke has two of the best known stories.  



The first is the story of the Pharisee and the tax collector in chapter 18.  
The Pharisee is praying to God 


telling him all the good that he does 


and how he is better than the tax collectors and others 



for he fasts twice a week 



and gives a tenth of all he gets.  

The tax collector is unable to look up to God 


because the shame is too much. 

Instead, 


he beats his chest and just prays, 



“‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’”  

Jesus then tells those who confident in their own righteousness 


and looked down on everyone else, 



“The tax collector went home justified, 




not the Pharisee.” 

 The second story in Luke 15 where Jesus does this, 


our culture has tended to miss, 



but Tim Keller highlighted what we were missing 




in his book and study, “The Prodigal God.”  

While the son who went to the foreign country had much to repent for, 


we often miss the rebuke that the father gave the older son 



who had stayed 




and tried to earn his father's favor.  



Who was upset that his father would show grace to the younger son 




and refused to go into the party.  


Finally, the Father invites him away from his sin and rebellion by saying, 


“ ‘My son, 




you are always with me, 




and everything I have is yours.” 

 The son had complained about not getting to enjoy the things of his fathers, 


because he was trying to show he deserved them, 


he thought they had to be earned.  

Jesus is telling us that want to earn them, 


that we are failing as well, 



we are not accepting his amazing grace.

So knowing we can fail in so many ways 


without even thinking about it.  


We are often failing when we think we are doing good.  
What do we need the most?  


We need forgiveness.  

What do our friends need the most?  


They need forgiveness.  

What does this world need the most?  


It needs forgiveness.  

We need that forgiveness, 


because it supersedes our guilt, 


it supersedes our fear, 


and it supersedes our shame.  

We are well versed in guilt, 


aware of the fear, 

but I would guess that we drastically underestimate the hold 


that shame has on us.  

Looking back on the life changing conversations that I have had with people, 


the shame is what holds us back the most.  


It is what prevents friendships from happening.  

Shame attacks from two sides.  


If we are not the person carrying the shame, 



we are worried about what will happen if we are associated with a person 




in a shameful situation.  


If we have the shame, 



we assume that no one will want to associate with us.  


We assume the only thing we are worthy of 



is isolation and loneliness.  


We haven't earned a friend.  

This thinking comes so easily 


that it is a sign of God being active in our lives 



that we have friends at all.  

The Spirit is constantly battling this type of thinking 


and reminding us 



it is through God's grace that we have life, 



not our works.

This should be ringing true to your soul.  


So why are we not surrounded by dozens of friends throughout the day?  

It is likely because 


we don't have the habit of forgiveness constantly at the ready.  



We are wanting people to suffer for what they have done wrong.  



We are wanting a better apology 




before they are okay in our book.  



We are walking away from friends and family 




because they are toxic. 


Society defines a toxic relationship as 



“one that makes you feel unsupported, 




misunderstood, 




demeaned, 




or attacked.”  

I would guess 


that an easy connection can be drawn between toxic relationships 


and relationships without forgiveness as a common habit.  

There are people who say they are engulfed in toxic relationships.  


Do we realize the barriers that arise 



as we don't forgive people for what they have done to us 



and they do the same to us.  

Your boss is going to mess up, 


your coworkers, 


your family, 


your spouse, your best friends, 



even the taxi cab driver is liable to do something you don't like.  

If we are not in the habit of forgiving, 


we can give up this whole project of having friends and being known.  

We would need to give it up for multiple reasons.  


The first is, 



friendships don't last without forgiveness.  


The deeper we go in a friendship, 



the more damage we are capable of inflicting upon our friends.  
This is why divorce is so ugly.  


We have been deeply and intimately known by this person.  


Something has happened 



that is preventing forgiveness 


and the person who has seen us for who we really are 



is capable of dispelling our innocence to the world, 



is able to show where we are weak 




instead of powerful,



 is liable to bring shame to our name 




instead of honor.  

Covenant friends are able to do this as well.  

Jesus' disciples did this in so many ways on that fateful night in the garden.  


Judas sold him out for silver, 


the other 11 ran away when he was arrested, 


Peter denied three times ever knowing the man.  

But the main reason we can not give up friendships and forgiveness, 


is because Jesus did not.  

Much of the resurrection story 


is Jesus coming and dealing with the shame, fear, and guilt, 



reminding the disciples he is greater than all three.  


None of the three parts of broken relationships 



were able to keep him in the ground.  

For he had the habit of forgiveness active in his life, 


death, 


and resurrection.  

We will hopefully as well.  

There is no way that we can hope to be part of the fully realized Kingdom of God 


and still hold a grudge against someone.  

The kingdom does not and will not work that way.  

So the question quickly becomes, 


“Why are you holding onto it now?”

I know a number of absolutely wrong reasons pop into my head 


to answer that question.  

I hold onto my grudge, 


because it gives me power over them.  



When in truth 




it actually weakens me 




and puts me into bondage.  

I often think that if I forgive them, 


they won't have to pay for what they did wrong.  

I am forgetting 


that I am forgiving them, 



because someone has already paid the price for what they did wrong, 



bore their shame, 



felt the fear as they cried out, 




“Abba, Father!”  


I am not paying the full price 



and neither will they, 


because Jesus already has.  



The Kingdom does not allow us to double charge.  

I know that there are a few people who really hurt me 


that I would really appreciate some type of admittance of guilt 


and at least an attempt at an apology.  

Somehow,  


I have created a world where that would fix everything.  

Sometimes God has provided something close to that 


and the apology was not all that I imagined would need to be done.  

No matter where I got with the apology, 


the reality is, 



as just expressed earlier, 


it is not the apology that makes the relationship right.  



It is Jesus' actions on the cross.  

In reality, 


the apology is more for the other person 



to start the process towards realizing that they need forgiveness as well.  

But I can forgive 


without ever receiving an apology.  

Reconciliation might be another story.  


But we can forgive those who have passed 


and those who we never speak to.  

It is more effective for kingdom building 


if we let people know that we have forgiven them, 



so try to practice it when you can.

There is a reason Jesus did not start over with different disciples after his resurrection.  


The 12 that he had, 



had done unforgivable things to him.  




Betrayed him with a kiss.  




Swore three times they never even knew him.  




Deserted him after committing to be with him 





as soon as he needed their support.  

The reason Jesus did not start over, 


is because he knew all of creation is well versed in the art of failure.  

He wasn't going to find friends who were not masters in the art of failure


and neither are we.  

That is why Jesus practiced the habit of forgiveness 


from the start to the finish of his ministry.  

If we want to have friends like Jesus, 


friends who will help us change the world, 

then we need to practice the habit of forgiveness with our friends, 


our family, 


our bosses, acquaintances, 



even cab drivers.
