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SEPTEMBER MFETING
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesda>, September 22nd at "The Woodworks" at
7:00pni. The address is 200 2nd Ave.South and parking is available to the side and back of
the building. Our demonstrator for this meeting will be Dane Gamble. Bring your latest
turnings for the "Instant Gallery" and ideas for demonstrations you would like to see in the
future. As always, we are always open to new directionsTideas which will enhance the
benefits of the club to our members. See you there!!
Fifth TAW Annual Symposium: We had
a great turnout for the latest edition of the
TAW Annual Symposium. Approximately
75 woodturners attended what turned out
to be a great show. Charles Alvis did a
great job in organizing this affair along
with the help of many other club members.
Pete Shutt needs to be commended for the
outstanding job he did in providing both
name tags and a video camera which he
manned during the entire show. This
allowed the attendees to see what was
going on at the backside of the lathe and
was an instant "Hit". Jim Haddon did a
super job handling all the registration with
the able help of Jeannne Alvis. Todd
Bowen did a great job in setting up and
arranging the "Instant Gallery". Joe Looper
was the chief "step and fetch it" for the
show. Tom Doomobs did an outstanding
job as a staff member for the

Appalachian Center, handling all of the
logistics for our show. Thanks Everyone!
The demonstrators did a wonderful job
for this event. David Ellsworth gave a
great discourse on turning hollow pieces.
His greatest contributions to the
symposium are the many iips which he
provides to all those watching. His
demonstrations are a continual dialogue
of tips and suggestions which will
enhance the woodtuming process and,
inherently, the finished product. One of
the points which he stressed was that
standing all day in front of a lathe is hard
on the body and mind. The continual
stance in front of the lathe compresses
the spine and leads to a lot of stress. His
suggestion was to put chin-up bars
somewhere in the shop . Every fifteen or

twenty minutes, a little "hang down" time
on these relieves the stress of turning and
refreshes one for the next turning
session. He also pointed out that he puts
his grinder on the opposite side of his
shop. This forces him to walk around a
little and further relieves some of the
stress developed during turning.
Stoney Lamar got all of us thinking
about multiple axis turning. His
techniques for texturing vessels by cross
hatching the surface with multiple axis
grooves were very intriguing. His
development of suspended forms, which
he also demonstrated, was an interesting
progression in multiple axis turning and
the development of an idea into a
signature "style" which he is deservedly
famous for. Trying to describe the
technique is next to impossible, but
those of us who had the opportunity to
watch and listen to Stoney, walked away
with a real appreciation for the work
which he does and an incentive to try
some of these techniques on the lathe.
John Jordan gave a wonderful show on
the production of one of his textured
vases. The ease in which he turns these
difficult vases highlights the
extraordinary technical skill which he has
developed over the last few years. John
also has a great knack for teaching which
is evident at any of his demonstrations.
This makes for a great combination and
is greatly appreciated by all who attend
one of his shows.
One of the tips which John started his
demonstration on, was tuning up the
lathe at the start of a turning session. The
simple act of lighlty sanding and waxing
the tool rest and spraying the tailstock's
moving parts with a lubricant before

turning can greatly improve the finished
piece. Something so simple that most of
us wouldn't even think about doing it
before turning the lathe on. With John,
it's just the first of many considerations
which allows him to push the limits of
turning.
Paul Pitts was the only turner who dealt
with the more traditional forms of
turning and embelishments. This master
woodworker and carver gave some great
shows on carving turned bowls and
spindles. His showmanship and incredible
skill was a pleasure to all who attended
his demonstrations. As always, Paul was
a wealth of information; from sharpening
techniques to laying out floral
decorations on the rim of a bowl. His
relaxed demeanor along with his quick
wit kept all of us entertained and added
to the enjoyment. The only way he might
be able to improve his show, was if he
ended it with a little two step on his
concertinas.
Finally, the "Instant Gallery" was a true
success. As always, this was where
everyone gathered on the off times.
Some just to walk around and admire the
wonderfial work which was displayed.
Others discussed techniques, styles and
woods with friends and artists who had
gathered there. The gallery was where it
all came together; where most of our
inspiration was derived. The finished
pieces a tribute to the skill and artistry of
wooodtumers from around the country;
the skills and interest which tied us all
together and mades us all friends!
G.A.R.

CLUB NOTES
Design Book Six: The latest edition of
Taunton Press's, Fine Woodworking,
Design Book Six has a super photo of
one of John Jordan's textured jars in box
elder and pink ivory. This is the lead off
photo in the books "Turnings" section. If
you have a copy of this book, bring it to
the next meeting and maybe you can talk
John into autographing it for you.

jaunt through the scrap pile turned up
just what I needed - a nice piece of what
was labeled as "cocobolo". I looked it
over. Didn't look like any cocobolo I had
ever seen before. As I cut a piece out of
it for a top, a cinnamon smell drifted
through the shop. The exposed wood
was a beautiful purple and brown Brazilian Rosewood! What a find! The
perfect piece of wood for a perfect top!
Misery!

TAW Directory and Mailing List: If
errors are seen in the new directory or if
someone has been excluded from this list,
please drop Jim Haddon or Gary Runyon
a postcard with the necessary
corrections:
Classified: One of the services which the
TAW offers is free classified adds for our
members. If you have something you
wish to sell or trade, contact Gary
Runyon so it can be placed in our
newsletter. If you just furnish the
information, we will write it up for you!

It turned wonderfully. Nice crisp details!
The chatterwork looked super! The
wonderful smell added a subtle pleasure
to the turning. It buffed up to a high
gloss; a deep chocolate brown with
streaks of purple. Truly a top fit for a
king. Misery! It was perfectly balanced,
would spin on either end without a
wobble. The chatterwork stood out when
it came to a stop. I went to bed with a
satisfied smile on my face. The perfect
top. Misery!

MISERY
(A short story on one of the JOYS of
turning!)
It was a beautiful spinning top! Misery!
The best one I had turned to date. The
lines were right; the color was gorgeous;
the chatterwork, top and bottom, added
just the right accent to the piece and
when you gave it a flip, it seemed to
float over the surface, not a wobble to be
seen. A thing of rare and mystical
beauty!!
It was a beautiful spinning top! Misery!
It started on a Friday evening. Enough
time to turn one maybe two tops, not
enough time for anything else. A quick

It was a beautiful spinning top. I awoke
at 3:00 in the morning with a slight
itching on the inside of my elbows. Dry
skin? Allergy? The morning light brought
the itch to a new intensity. The inside of
my elbows were swollen and red; small
blisters pebbled the surface. Well, maybe
a slight allergic reaction. It will probably
go away soon. No problem! The day
passed without event. The benadryl kept
the itch tolerable. My date that evening
thought I was a little distant, slightly
distracted. Where's that benadryl??
1/ was a beautiful spinning top! Misery!
Sunday morning, life was a little more
interesting! Could that have been
cocobolo after all? Naw - wrong color!
The blisters now covered my eyelids,
brow, nose, inside of my nose, chin, all

parts of my neck which were not covered
by the t-shirt I was wearing while I
turned Friday evening. Time to go buy
another tube of benadryl! The doctor
gave me a shot of cortisone in the hip.
Time to knock this baby back! It hurt so
good! "Here, take these pills". It was a
progressive series of steroids. The
fourteen ibuprofen pills soon deadened
the headache I developed from the
cortisone shot. No problem! I only
gained ten pounds from water retention
caused by the steroids. Lost that a week
later. The blistered and itching skin
slowly receded. It was a beautiful
spinning top! Misery!
So it just sits on my mantle, looking
beautifiil when the sun falls on it through
the window! I'm afraid to pick it up as I
don't have much benadryl left! Could
that have really been cocobolo? Naw wrong color! It was a beautiful spinning
top! Misery!! G.A.R.
TAW Symposium Videos: The club
had a recent donation of videos taken
by Sharon Blake of the 1989,90,91 TAW
Symposiums. These are available to our
members as part of our woodtuming
library. This was a very generous
donation on the part of the Blakes' and
we greatly appreciate their generosity!!
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The Tennessee Association of
Woodturners is a not for profit
orginization formed to promote and
encourage the art of'wooSuming and m
doing so,, promote and encourage the
craft of woodtuming in general.
Membershqj is open to any individual
and includes a subscription to the
monthly newsletter. Address inquiries to
TAW, 5428 San Marcus Dr,, Nashville,
TN 37220. Meetings are held monthly at
"The Woodworks", 200 South 2nd Ave.,
Nashville, TN, on the fourth Tuesday of
each month at 7:00pm. Annual dues are
$20.00.

