Last week, 


we kicked off this sermon series 



by explorig how Genesis 1 and 2 showed 



that humanity was not made to be alone.  


We could only live into the Kingdom of God 



and the calling Yahweh has for us, 




if we are living that out with other people.  

Today, 


we get to dive into the first part of why it is so hard for us 



to have deep and meaningful relationships, 




from our spouses to our best friends.  

As you may have guessed from our texts this morning, 


it is because of sin.  

If we are running away from each other 

instead of towards each other, 


that is an issue.  



It makes it hard to be friends.

Even more damaging, 


is the fact that we are supposed to be loving each other, 

which means fully knowing them 


and loving them anyway.  

Knowing not just what we like about them, 


but what drives us crazy, 


what we ourselves would have tried to avoid doing, 


how they have hurt other people and us, 



and still loving them 



and wanting to have a relationship with them.  

This is the amazing part about the Triune God.  


In them being omniscient, 


knowing all of the horrible things that we were going to do 



and had already done, 


they still put into action a plan to ensure they could be with us for eternity.  

As a human, 


I have friends that I can be with, 



but for only a day or two before I need a break, 



then there are those that are an hour or two.  

But God knows those same friends 


and wants to spend eternity with them.  Even more amazing, 


he wants to spend eternity with me and you.

So when we look at the Genesis story, 


there has to be something more going on 



than just the broken relationship because of sin.  

We see in verse 7 


that there was not just the choice to eat the fruit causing issues, 


but something that caused the sin to be exponentially worse,



the compounding interest of sin happens 




when shame for doing the sin occurs.  

Adam and Eve, 


in their knowledge of good and evil, 


with their eyes opened,  



realized they were naked.  

So what did they do?  


They grabbed the proverbial “fig leaf.”  



They hid what was different from the other. 

If it was covered up, 


then they would be just like the other, 


nothing would stick out as different, 



they could be accepted still.

It goes even deeper than that.  

That term naked carries with it 


more than just the lack of clothes.  

If the Garden of Eden would have occurred in Alaska, 


you would not want to wander around outside for too long 



without some coverings to stay warm.  

The reason being naked was an issue, 


was because we felt exposed.  


Our sin was visible to others which produced shame.



Eve saw clearly that what Adam did was wrong 



and Adam what Eve did was wrong.  


The fig leaves were an effort to cover up the sin. 



But in doing so, 




the relationship became weaker 




instead of stronger.

This is the same reason why in verse 8, 


we hear, 



“Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God 



as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 




and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.”  
They hid, 


because they knew that Yahweh was going to see their brokenness.  


They knew that they had broken the relationship, 



they had broken the trust of God, 




so they  tried to hide, 




so that they were not seen.  

God had created them perfect, 


but now they were blemished, 



why would God want to be with them anymore?

You can't really blame them for thinking this, 


because all too often we follow their pattern still to this day.  

We hide the parts of our life that we don't want people to see 


because of our shame.  

That is part of the reason why crimes are more likely to happen in the dark.  


Not just because it is easier to sneak around, 



but because we can not be identified as easily.  


This also plays into why domestic violence is such an issue.  



Those closest to us 




are the most likely to get glimpses into who we really are.  



Our brokenness can't hide in the dark at home.  



So people come home 




and are seen in all their brokenness, 




in all their weakness, 





and that nakedness is scary.  



Exposed in those moments, 




the flesh tries to gain control and  coverage 





by showing strength in all the wrong ways.

We face a two pronged problem.  


We were made to be known.  


We were created without any coverings.  

God intended for us to be known, 


not hiding anything, 



because we were wondrously made according to Psalm 139.  



Or we were very good in Genesis 2.  

Some of you may be aware that the physical act of procreation 


is frequently referred to in scripture as, “to Know.”  

Genesis 4:1 translated at face value reads, 


“Adam knew Eve 



and she became pregnant.”  

There is no place where we are more exposed 


than in the course of intimacy.  

Which is also why 


there is no place that brings us more shame 



when done outside the bonds of marriage.  

Because here is the catch 22 of being known, 


of being vulnerable.  

If we are known outside a relationship of love, 


it brings shame.  

Because if we are known 


but not loved, 


we are hurt deeper.  

This is what causes blackmail situations in our world.  


Someone knows an issue that we would prefer to hide, 



but it is known 



and they are threatening to tell more people about our brokenness.

The great news about God is, 


from the very beginning, f


rom the first time that sin and its offspring shame occurred, 



when we tried to hide or run away from God, 



God came seeking after us.  




“Where are you?”  

Hear verse 10, 


“I heard you...


I was afraid because I was naked, 



so I hid.”  

Our natural impulse is to hide from God, 


because God can see us for who we are.  

God's natural impulse is to seek us out, 


because God can see us for who we are, 



his children.

Now Adam's was asked by Yahweh 


some direct questions about what happened.  

What happens in Adam's answers 


leads to the further breaking of relationships.  

Instead of answering, 


“I discovered for myself I was naked 



because I ate of the fruit you told me to not eat.”  

Adam hides his sin by blaming Eve.  

Eve follows suit and the serpent is blamed.  

In doing so, 


they brought shame on top of the sin.  

Shame moves deeper to the core of our hearts.  


Not only did we do something wrong, 



but it tells us a lie, 


that because we sinned, 



we are not worthy of anyone's love,



especially not God's.

Do you realize how damaging that is?  


When shame enters into our thinking, 



it is not the same as saying we are all sinners, 




which is true.  


If it is just, 



we are all sinners, 


we know that Jesus took care of that for us 



because we are his children 



and he loves us 




even as he fully comprehends our sin.  

Shame upends that whole system and says, “


God can't love you, 



because you are not worthy of God's love.  


How can you have lost God's love?” 

The twists of truth involved in that thinking are numerous.  


God's love is not earned.  


We will never be worthy by our effort, 



but God loves us anyway.  


We do not lose God's love, 



we run away from it.  

Remember, 


God came looking for us and found us, 



even when we were hiding.

With sin and shame keeping us from being known, 


how do we work through such a barrier towards being known 


and having friends and deeper relationships?  

The scary 

and paradoxical way 


is through being vulnerable.  

It is a paradox, 


in that the way we would think that happens, 

is by putting up a version of ourselves 


that everyone likes 


and can respect.  



Even if it is not who we are.  

We have lost a some of Skagway's funnest people to suicide.  


Everyone liked the fun happy version of them, 



so they did not feel they could share the dark struggling part of themselves 




that also needed to be heard, 



until that part had grown so loud 




it could not be ignored anymore.  


That is a lie of Satan.  

I hope that you have found the opposite to be true, 


that when we have shared our brokenness with others, 



that was when we have been really known 



and drawn closer to others.  

That was our experience in our first major set back as parents.  


When we aware of the prospect of a miscarriage, 



I remember laying on the bed next to Lisa crying together



and asking whether or not we should ask the church for prayer.  

We had all kinds of reasons not to.  


All kinds of lies were in our thoughts.  



What sin had we committed 




that God would take this baby away.  



God should not do this to us, 




we were faithful servants.  



Everyone will think we did something wrong 




if they know that we miscarried.  

Despite the lies floating in our hurting, 


confused, 


and broken hearts and minds, 



we asked for prayers.  

In doing so, 


we were freed from many of those lies.  

In doing so, 


we were brought into deeper community with so many people.  

We found out that many had experienced the loss of a child during pregnancy.  


One in four pregnancies actually end that way.  


But most people don't tell you that they have had that experience 



because we were not in a place to hear it while the baby was healthy.  

When we returned, 


Lisa was flooded with other women 



telling her they knew her pain.  


We drew closer to others 



and actually felt more connected to people than before.  

This did not change the circumstances, 


Sprout did not suddenly come back to life.  

But the shame that was prowling like a lion was gone.  

We could mourn the brokenness of the world, 


but the thought that we could not 


or would not have children was gone.  

Somewhere in that vulnerability and sharing with others 


what was not right with our lives, 



Lisa and I found hope.  


So much so, 



we knew Eva's middle name four months before her first name.

A few things to note.  


We were not vulnerable with everyone in that situation.  



It was an e-mail to the church prayer list, 




everyone who we knew would hold us up before God, 



not a post on the Skagway Swap.  

We weren't just sharing to update 


but to be known.  

The hope did not come from us sharing, 


but that our sharing created a space within our community 



where other women could be vulnerable as well 



and tell of their losses.  

In sharing with our community what was going on, 


we did not need to hide what was going on, 



so shame had no where to put down deep roots.

If we desire to have deep and strong community, 


a place where we do not feel like we are living alone, 



we are going to have to find ourselves being more and more vulnerable.  

Think of your best friends, 


what have you shared with them 



that you have not shared with others?  


How did that draw you closer together?  

Now think of what you have not told anyone else.  


How has not sharing that produced shame?  

Who is a close enough friend 


that they could hear that 



and still love you anyway?  

If the only person you can think of is Jesus, 


we have a lot of room to grow into.  

Know that Jesus already knows all of the things you have never told out loud, 


and loves you anyway.  

Then know that in time, 


some of Jesus' children could hear it too 


and still love you anyway, 



because that is what grace does.
Psalm 139:1-16
