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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“Simple Gifts”,
American Folk Tune, arr. John Carter.

Call to Worship

Heather Tower

Leader: Behold our God, who laid the foundations of the earth.
Let us open your hearts to the steadfast love of God.
People: The majesty of God is beyond our knowing.
Yet we sense the depth of God’s mercy and care.
Leader: Our Creator is with us in all times and places.
God does not forsake us when we are dismayed and afraid.
People: God is a stronghold for the distressed and troubled.
God is mindful of the needy and afflicted.
Leader: Let us honor our God with songs of thanksgiving.
Let all people sing God’s praise.
People: We will rejoice in God with full hearts.
We will speak of all God’s wonderful works.
*Hymn

We Praise You, O God

Gathering Prayer

Heather Tower

We praise you and thank you, O God, for your steadfast love and faithfulness to us. You are
our sure defense before all life’s perils and our resting place when the storms of life are past.
We gather together now in worship before a presence beyond our knowing and a love too
majestic for words to describe. Lead us in this hour to the source of life that we may be
renewed in every way. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
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Heather Tower

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever.
1

2

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
those he redeemed from trouble
3
and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
23

Some went down to the sea in ships,
doing business on the mighty waters;
24
they saw the deeds of the LORD,
his wondrous works in the deep.
25
For he commanded and raised the stormy wind,
which lifted up the waves of the sea.
26
They mounted up to heaven, they went down to the depths;
their courage melted away in their calamity;
27
they reeled and staggered like drunkards,
and were at their wits’ end.
28
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he brought them out from their distress;
29
he made the storm be still,
and the waves of the sea were hushed.
30
Then they were glad because they had quiet,
and he brought them to their desired haven.
31
Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,
for his wonderful works to humankind.
32
Let them extol him in the congregation of the people,
and praise him in the assembly of the elders.
Mark 4:35-41

Rosemary Dawson

35

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.”
And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats
were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was
already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and
said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind,
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to
them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great awe and
said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
36

Special Music

“If Not Now”, Carrie Newcomer.
Ted Thornton and Patter Field
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Sermon

In the Midst of the Storm
Mark 4:35-41

Life can come at you fast. One minute everything is moving swimmingly; you are doing your
thing, making progress, feeling good. The next minute – not so much. A headwind picks up, things
slow down – or go backwards. You get that sinking feeling in your gut that goes far beyond ‘oh
no’ and ‘rats’.
That where we meet the disciples today – in the midst of a storm. The day hadn’t started that way,
in fact, it had been great. Jesus had been teaching by the Sea of Galilee since early morning, and there
had been such a crowd that he moved his pulpit into the disciple’s fishing boat. Impressive. Then,
at the end of the day, rather than going home Jesus has the bright idea of heading over to the other
side of the lake. It would be a bit of a sunset cruise.
But that is not how it turned out. Rather than a calm, peaceful night, it turned into a fiasco. A
fierce, unexpected storm blew in, and the situation was bleak. They weren’t just fighting a
headwind; they were fighting for their lives. The boat was being swamped! And where was Jesus?
Asleep in the back, in the middle of a gale, on an open boat. Man, he must have been tired! The
disciples, trained fishermen but new-be disciples, look at the situation and they know just how bad
it is. They panic and rouse Jesus – not for a miracle, but for one more hand to bail. They even yell
at him “Hey, we’re going down, Jesus! Get up!! For crying out loud, don’t you care about what
happens to us???”
So after Jesus grumbles, rubs the sleep from his eyes and notices the storm, does he grab a bucket?
No, he does the truly unexpected. He stands up, lifts his voice over the howling wind and
basically yells ‘Yo, storm, knock it off!” In fact, the scripture says he rebuked the storm and
silenced it. And nature sat up – or settled down – and listened! It went dead quiet. So much so that
the disciples were put into an even greater panic than the storm had mustered. Because in the
midst of the quiet there was another word from Jesus – to them. It was, perhaps, a still small voice
that asked ‘Why are you afraid, don’t you have faith yet?’
It was, and is, a challenging question. Because sometimes, in the storms of our life we hit that
place where we too want to shake God awake and yell “hey! don’t you notice - I’m dying here!
Are you going to help – or don’t you care?” Ouch! We don’t want to admit it, but it is a very
human question, a very real experience, even when we’ve followed Jesus for decades. And the
promise of Scripture, the life of Christ, the story of the church and the testimony of God’s people,
over and over tell us ‘indeed, God does care, more than you will ever imagine.’
So why the storms? And I hate to sound callous or harsh here, but storms, real or figurative, are a
part of life. I don’t like it any more that you, and I can be just as much a jerk when I am in trouble
as any of the disciples – or you. But there are 2 things (ok 3 things) I have learned from life’s
storms. 1. I am a novice in this thing called faith, and maybe a bit of a chicken. 2. God cares and
God is with us – just like Jesus was in the boat. God is ‘all in’. 3. Storms, becalmed or brewing,
push us. They test our faith and can grow our faith.
It is interesting that the disciples’ response to Jesus’ question about their fear and faith was not
shame, embarrassment or defensiveness, and not even some self-reflection. Nope. It was awe – an
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even greater sense of fear, and a corresponding, stunning question. “Who is this? Who is this man
who teaches God’s wisdom and then commands creation?” That question, thus far in the Scripture,
was left hanging. Who is this? It is a question we are left to ponder – whether we are being
buffeted in life, or becalmed by grace. It is a question that can travel with us through life, and
prompt us as we continue to search for its answer.
Amen.
Hymn

O God Our Help in Ages Past

Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please contact pastor Rosemary
or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Wondrous God, we thank you for your faithfulness and care for us. In you we see our creator,
redeemer and companion. We thank you for all the times you have heard our cries and brought
peace and blessings out of the storms of life. And so we come to you now, with confidence in your
presence and power. We pray for your church and for this congregation. May we find hope in your
word, and wisdom through your Spirit, as we move through the challenges we face. Grant us the
faith we need to follow your will for this congregation and for our world. We pray for all our
leaders. Guide them in the ways of peace and justice, so that all people may know you blessing.
And lead us all to be faithful stewards in our care for your creation, that all living things may
flourish. We pray as well for all who cry to you today. Grant your healing to the ill, your comfort to
the mourning, and your aid to the needy. We especially lift up… and thank you for… Lead us, who
have known your faithful care, to reach out with compassion to all our neighbors, near and far.
We praise you, Glorious God, for all your mercy and grace towards us, through Jesus Christ who
taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response
Offering
God is always with us; God hears our cries, grants us peace and delivers us from harm. That is the
good news we share by words of hope and acts of kindness. Our gifts make possible the ministry of
faith and love which Christ embodied. Let us dedicate our offerings with joy.
Thank you, God, for meeting us in our need. Thank you for your word of peace in the midst of our
stormy days. We give now that others may live; that their burdens may be eased and your goodness
may be revealed. Bless these gifts and our lives to this end. Amen.
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Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
Hymn

How Firm A Foundation

Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Benediction
Go now into the world
Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid. God is always with you, at your side;
and God will not forget your or fail you. Deuteronomy 31:6 adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“The Gift of Love”, English Melody,
adapt. by Hal H. Hopson, Arr. John Carter.

****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
Special thanks to Patter and Ted for their beautiful music
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