Matecumbe Neighbors
Newsletter of the Lower Matecumbe Key Association

January Meeting
Thursday January 31, 7 pm—9 pm

Boy Scout SeaBase, MM73.8 Bayside
Program: History of Lower Matecumbe.
Presented by local historian Irving Eyster

January 2013

2013 Dues Now Due
***************************************************************************
*************

Family Member ship: $20
Single Membership: $12

Islamorada Village Manager, Ed Koconis,
will also be present to address us and answer
questions about Village issues.

Invest in our island...You can’t
find a better $20 investment
for your family!

Mark your Calendar!
*****************************
Get Involved

See last page for membership renewal
information. Please provide an email.
We promise we will not share it.
***************************************
*****

Back in the 1980s, the Lower Matecumbe Key Association
(LMKA) was formed so property owners could join together
to assure a better future for the island. LMKA became a
formidable and effective voice, with a source of volunteer
workers helping diligently on a wide range of projects to
improve the island.
Some folks worry that not enough residents remain involved. It seems to be getting more and more difficult to
get our residents to volunteer and to do the little things that
make a community stronger and better.
Please do get involved! There are so many ways we can
all make a difference. And it is such a great way to make
new friends…. Friends that share an island and a goal.
Volunteer to fill an opening on the LMKA Board, to write
newsletter articles, to help with beach clean-ups. Suggest
meeting programs or be one! It doesn’t take much of your
time to make a difference.
Gordon Hadley has served so admirably as president of the
association for 5 years now. Many of the board members
have also served that long or longer. They need help. It’s
our island and our association. Help keep it going! There
are vacancies on the Board to fill. Help the organization
survive and thrive.

Share your newsletter with neighbors
who are on your email list and encourage them to join our association and to
attend meetings.

In this issue……………….
Art on the Island: Meet just a
few of the fantastic artists that
live/work on Lower Matecumbe
December Meeting: If you
weren’t able to attend, read
about what you missed!
Public Notices: Information
from the Village
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MATECUM BE NEIGHB ORS

Meet the Islamorada Village Council….
They are working for us.
If you have questions, ideas, or complaints you’d like to share with our local elected officials, email
Village Clerk, Ariana Lawson, at ariana.lawson@islamorada.fl.us and ask her to distribute the email
to council. Or send an email to individual members

Mayor
Ken.Philipson@islamorada.fl.us

Vice Mayor
Ted.Blackburn@islamorada.fl.us

Councilman
Dave.Purdo@islamorada.fl.us

And welcome new Councilmen, elected in November 2012 (photos not yet available):
Deb.Gillis@islamorada.fl.us
Mike.Forster@islamorada.fl.us
It is so important for the council to hear from you—both with complaints and with compliments. They
represent the residents and taxpayers of Islamorada. Let them know how you feel about issues of
concern to you. It only takes a few minutes to send a quick email. Decisions made by council can
have significant economic and environmental consequences. Participation by affected parties is an
essential part of good government.

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality of
life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors:
President Gordon Hadley: 305-664-0621; gordo0621@aol.com
Vice Pres and Treasurer—Hermine Zavar
Secretary Ann Haber
Board members: Dave Elbaum, Dick Wilson, George Young , Donna Gleason, Krissy Gustinger
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor
The opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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Page 3

Islamorada and Its Art
Can you think of a locale that would inspire an artist more than Islamorada with all of its natural beauty, vibrant colors, breathtaking
scenery, and intriguing ocean creatures and sporting activities? No
wonder the local art world, with such incredible subjects for inspiration, is flourishing with emerging talent and creativity.
In recent years great art events have become an important part of
Islamorada’s culture. Just this month we have an entire array of exciting art events to attend.

January 2013
Jan 17: Third Thursday Art Walkabout 6 pm—9 pm Morada Way Art District
Jan 19: Art Under the Oaks, 9 am—4 pm, San Pedro Catholic Church
Jan 26-27: Fine Art Expo 10 am-5 pm Morada Way Art District

LMKA member, Sara Blackburn, a talented artist herself, reports about more art activities to
come:
Have you ever wanted to take a fun course and learn something new? Well, here it is, right
in Islamorada, and you don’t have to drive far at all. The Morada Way Arts and Cultural
District will be offering a variety of classes and workshops beginning in February and extending through April. Some things in the works to be offered are:
Pastels, knitting, cooking with Chef Michael, yoga, how to sell your art, acrylic, pottery, wine tasting, watercolors, gardening, woodworking, as well as poetry and creative writing
Each class/workshop will be taught by talented experienced, and sometimes noted, artists
in their field. So see what strikes your fancy and go have some fun.
To find out more about schedules, prices, and supplies, go to… www.moradawayarts.org
sponsor of January’s Islamorada Fine Art Expo and Third Thursday Art Walkabouts.

***********************************************************************************

Artists on Our Island
On the next few pages you will meet just a few of the outstanding artists that call Lower Matecumbe Key their home base. They have the talent to bring the beauty that abounds in the Keys
into their own work of art, inviting us to make their artistic masterpieces part of our home décor.
And there are so many types and styles from photography, to paintings, to sculpture.
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Nadine and Glenn Lahti

www.LobsterTrapArt.com

Before “retiring” and moving to Islamorada in 1999, Nadine and Glenn Lahti
owned an interior landscape company that installed, maintained, and designed interior plants for commercial buildings. They had their own large
interior plant nursery which provided the plants they used as well as plants
they sold to other landscapers. After retiring to Lower Matecumbe, by 2002
the Lahtis were looking for something interesting to do and decided to take a painting
class at the local community college. Nadine took one semester of painting and
Glenn took two … a new hobby that would
develop into a profession and change their lives! Glenn made some frames
from old lobster traps and they framed some of their paintings for gifts for
family members. The enthusiastic recipients insisted that “You could sell
these.” And so a booming business was soon born. They began selling at
local art shows and their art and the lobster trap frames became more and
more popular. Nadine specializes in doing turtles, manatees, birds, fish, and other animal subjects. She even
does pet portraits. Glenn specialize in seascapes, landscapes and lighthouse paintings. They now sell their
art at over 70 locations in Florida as well as two of their own galleries here in Islamorada and they sell on their
website all over the world.

Cinnamon Edgar

www.CinnamonsFloridaKeysart.com

Everyone loves Cinnamon. Hard to imagine, the little girl, born and raised in Islamorada is 40 years old now. Her magnetic personality and supportive family
(granddaughter of histotorians Irving and Jeane Eyster and daughter of Barbara Edgar and Councilman Dave Purdo) have brought her much recognition as an artist with
her own business. You will find her lovely note cards, photographs and water colors in
shops up and down the Keys. Her booth at Art Under
the Oaks is always the busiest spot at that annual art
festival.
In Cinnamon’s own words about how she got started with her career from a very
young age… “My school, the Marian Center,
said I was very talented and had me do paintings and drawings for events, including most of
the invitations to fundraisers and country
clubs. I did cards for all my friends and everyone was telling me I should start a business
and sell them . After I left the Marian Center, I
decided I would like to start my own business
like my friends kept telling me.” Cinnaman
and her business have been written about in publications all over South Florida. We are so proud of Cinnamon and her tremendous success in life, always overcoming any obstacles with a huge smile on her face.

JAN 2 01 3

Page 5

Carolyn Smith
While still living in Louisville, KY, Carolyn Smith took numerous photo
courses, won some contests and was a regular at Churchhill Downs
backside. Carolyn, her camera, and husband Dan arrived in the
Keys in 1986 and Carolyn “became totally enamored with the Keys
landscape and those darn birds.” Everywhere Carolyn went her camera went into action. It wasn’t long before Carolyn added painting to
the mix, but her favorite subject remained those darn birds! Over the
years, Carolyn’s creativity and talent have evolved making her one
of Islamorada’s premier artists.
And her love of the subjects she paints, makes the finished product ever
so special whether it is those birds, Keys scenery, people, or dogs. One
thing Carolyn learned early on was how an artist’s own vision creates a
completely unique end product. “ My first teacher, in oil, Barry Stebbing,
left the Keys to became a famous child author. Under Barry I learned to
paint still life, and was amazed at how everyone looked at the same
three oranges, or bowls, and yet their paintings turned out so differently.”
And Carolyn’s work certainly has a distinctive and one of a kind quality
that would light up any room. Her artwork can be found at Artamorada, LLC, located in the Rain Barrel
Gardens, MM86.7.

John Michael Ashcraft
Mike was in the construction business
when he decided he wanted to find a career that allowed him to use his creativity
more. And so he became a self-taught
chainsaw sculptor! He opened shop last
year at Mr. Lobster on the ocean side of
Captains Cove, MM74.5. Mike invites
you to stop by to see his chainsaw in action as he carves nautical displays in local exotic hardwood. He often sculpts
the trunk of an entire tree!
He is quite versatile and
would be glad to do custom sculptures for you. If
you have to remove a
hardwood tree in your
yard, don’t take it to the
dump, give Mike a call—
he’ll recycle it! If you have a tree stump in your yard, he can
carve a design into it!
When asked when he learned such a unique art, his immediate response—”I’m STILL figuring it out.” And so each
masterpiece is even better than the previous one. And
that is incredibly good.

Jacquie Dozier
While living in Miami
in the 1970s, Jacquie attended a Coconut Grove watercolor class with
famed Islamorada
artist, Millard Wells.
She enjoyed onsite
studies in boat yards
and scenic area locales like Stiltsville in Biscayne Bay… all
quite the inspiration to an aspiring art student. It didn’t take
long for her to become hooked on art! Through her involvement with them, Jacquie has had support and encouragement from numerous art groups including the Key Largo Water Color Society
and the Purple Isle Art Guild. When Jacquie retired from yacht sales in Miami and Ft Lauderdale,
she moved to the Keys and made her vacation home her full time residence, and recently set up
her own studio at her Lower Matecumbe home, signaling just how much she loves retirement and
the increased time she has for her love of art.
You can see Jacquie’s water colors of local favorite places, nature, sports, and the Keys magnificent and inspiring scenery at Artamorada Gallery at the Rain Barrel.

Pamela Gode
Lower Matecumbe Key resident Pam Gode went from a career in
retail management to art about 15 years ago and has been painting and teaching art classes ever since. She is noted for her
pastel landscapes and
funky tourist
acrylics.
She will be starting a series of
classes in pastels beginning in
February at the
Morada Way Art
District and rumor has it that
she is an excellent instructor.

Her artwork can be seen and purchased at Artamorada at the Rain Barrel and at the Key West Art
Center.
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Tim Rahn

www.timrahnphotography.com

Since Tim was a
very small child
growing up in New
Jersey, he has had
two real passions in
life...fishing and photography. He threw
his first fishing line in
the water when he
was just 5 and was
hooked for life. As a
child he received a
Mickey Mouse camera for Christmas one year and grew to love
that hobby as well. No wonder he ended up in the Florida Keys
as an adult. Tim is absolutely incredible at letting his camera
capture the fishing scenes, sunsets, beaches, and birds of the Florida Keys and other tropical locations he travels to with his huge collection of the finest in camera gear! If you love nature and especially the Florida Keys,
you just have to check out the amazing photographs of Tim Rahn—they are true works of art.

Pasta Pantaleo

www.artbypasta.com

Pasta is an extraordinary game-fish artist. He runs an acclaimed gallery, Pasta Pantaleo's Signature Gallery, at mile
marker (MM) 81.5. And he has helped make a name for Islamorada by showcasing the creativity of local artists as president of
Islamorada's Morada Way Arts and Cultural District.
A native of Italy, Pantaleo moved to South Florida as a teenager. Initially fishing and boating were his hobbies and commercial graphic design was his profession. But for nearly 15
years now, Pasta has developed a real name for himself as a
gamefish artist, combining his marine life and his art life.
He spent the
early years of his fine-art career working with local Keys galleries and fishing tournaments, traveling back and forth to
the Keys frequently for art shows.
After selling his South Florida graphic design business in
2006, Pantaleo moved to the Keys permanently. A number
of years ago he could be seen painting gamefish on the dock
at Robbie’s Marina.
You know he has been a great addition to our community when you listen to his ideas…. "In my opinion,
the fishing guides, artists, musicians and chefs are the fabric of what holds the Keys together. They all work
with each other to make a really great experience in the Keys. They're what people come down here to experience, and they (visitors) don't realize that we have the best of each of those groups down here."
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December LMKA Meeting:

Chef Lupé Cooks up REAL Interest
At the December meeting of the Lower Matecumbe Key Assoc., the invited guest
speaker, Chef Lupé Ledesma, restaurant owner of and chef at Lazy Days Islamorada and
the new Lazy Days Marathon, gave an extremely enlightening presentation. Chef Lupé
shared details of his early days in the Keys after coming from his homeland Mexico. Beginning a career in food service from literally the bottom up, Chef Lupé is the quintessential
self made man. Through self determination and a true passion (his words) for excellence in
restaurant food and service, he achieved a level of quality and longevity few other local restaurants can match. Under Chef Lupé, Lazy Days has grown to become one of the top and
most recommended dining establishments in the Keys.
A house specialty Chef Lupé discussed during his presentation was his Banana Nut
Bread with Key Lime butter - a sumptuous treat “to die for ” said many in attendance. Other
favorites he takes great pride in are his prime rib, as well as a special recipe for native Hogfish. He also provided an excellent understanding of the somewhat misunderstood issues
surrounding the new menu dish serving Lionfish. Chef Lupé also emphasized the importance he attaches to acquiring as much fresh seafood and produce as possible along with
the cleanliness of his kitchens (inviting the audience members to stop by for their own viewing).
Repeated applause by all in attendance showed how much Chef Lupé s remarks were
appreciated and indeed how fortunate we as Keys residents and winter “snowbirds” are to
have such a fine restaurateur here in Islamorada.
By: William Penn

How’s the Local Real Estate Market?
Year ending
Sept 1

2010
2011
2012

Total # of
Property Sales
All Islamorada
186
200
231

# on
Lower Mat

# of Sales over
$1 Million
on Lower Mat

33
45
45

Compare these numbers, however, to the sales 7 years ago:
2005
438
81

% over
$1 million

5
8
6

15%
18%
13%

35

43%

JAN 2 01 3

Page 9

Public Notices
ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS
Trash Collection
Islamorada Seeks Public Input on Trash Collection and Recycling Services. Islamorada’s current Agreement
for Solid Waste Collection, Disposal and Recycling Services (“Solid Waste Services”) will expire on September
30, 2013. In the spring of 2013, the Village will begin the competitive bidding process with the advertisement of
a Request for Proposals the Solid Waste Services.
The Village Council has established a committee to review and analyze the existing Services provided through
the Solid Waste Services Agreement, hold meetings to gather public input and discuss ideas and actions that
could be implemented to improve the Services. Special emphasis will be placed on Services that would enhance the environmental sustainability goals of the Village. The Solid Waste Services Citizens’ Advisory Committee is comprised of five volunteer members appointed by the Village Council. The committee will hold public
meetings in the third floor conference room of the Islamorada Administrative Center and Public Safety Headquarters every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. from January 3rd through February 14th, 2013. The committee is
seeking input from the public regarding existing trash collection and recycling services and what
services residents would like to see in the future.
Interested residents are encouraged to attend the committee meeting to provide input and ideas. Public input
may also be provided via email to anne.regan@islamorada.fl.us or by calling any member of the committee.
Committee members’ contact phone numbers are provided below.
The committee will prepare its final report by February 15, 2013 to advise the Village Council of the recommendations for Services that could be included in the Request for Proposals for Solid Waste Services. The date the
report will be presented to the Village Council will be scheduled in February.
Committee member contact information
Dave Boerner (Committee Chair): 305-304-2274
Don Achenberg (Committee Vice Chair): 305-393-4152
Dick Hagood: 305-393-6012
David Makepeace: 305-393-3218
George Hertel: 305-393-1303

CPR Class Offered Free of Charge January 31, 2013
Islamorada is offering CPR training to the community free of charge. In the interactive classes, participants will learn how to prevent, recognize and respond to cardiac and breathing emergencies and
learn how to perform CPR in infants, children and adults.
The next class will be held at Fire Station 20 (MM 81.9 bayside) on Thursday, January 31, 2013 from
5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Class size is limited, so call soon to secure your seat or to have your name
added to the list for a future class. Future classes will be scheduled if there continues to be adequate
community interest.
The classes are offered to people living or working in Islamorada. Participants must be at least 13
years old and should wear comfortable clothing to practice CPR techniques during the class. Those
successfully completing the class will receive American Red Cross CPR certification.
Research shows that heart attack victims have double the chance of survival if they are immediately
given CPR. Unfortunately, most Americans are not trained in this simple but crucial life saving skill.
Seventy to eighty percent of cardiac arrest emergencies happen in the home. Be prepared to help
your loved ones by taking a CPR class.
To sign up for January 31, 2013 class or to be placed on a list for a class in the future,
please contact Debbie Naiser at 305-664-6490 or by email at fire.department@islamorada.fl.us.

President’s Corner
By Gordon Hadley

Happy New Year to everyone! Welcome back
to all our seasonal residents. We have missed
you.
Lower Matecumbe Key Association has been
involved with enhancing our island lifestyle for
three decades. We have accomplished a
variety of things. It's worth recapping some of
our more notable achievements. We helped to
remove an ugly billboard on Sea Oats Beach,
we were instrumental in constructing the bike
path and it's landscaping, we worked with
FDOT on the repaving and improving the
Overseas Highway and extending the bike path
to Channel 2, and, who can forget, our
involvement with establishing a fire station on
Lower Matecumbe Key.
So many other projects come to mind. Like
Islamorada council candidate forums, bike path
walks, beach clean-ups and so many monthly
meetings with interesting guest speakers. The
list could go on and on.
The future looks just as challenging.
What we need now is your involvement. LMKA
has always been a membership driven civic
association. We have openings on the Board
and new ideas are welcome and invited. It's
time to keep LMKA vibrant and relevant.

Membership Application/Renewal
First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: ________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_____________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________
Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please!
Get your newsletter faster and save LMKA printing/postage
costs! We only use the email address to send newsletters, information and reminders about Lower Matecumbe.

Make check payable to
LMKA P. O. Box 911, Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

Enclose a note if you will serve on the Board,
volunteer with projects or newsletter or if you
have ideas for making our community better.

Lower Matecumbe Key Assoc
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036

