I know that far too many of us have dealt with being an executor of an estate 


or had frustrations with being an executor of an estate.  

Some of us can even already see the problems coming down the pipe with our siblings.  


We have also experienced 


or heard others horror stories 



as family dynamics play out.  


Which can be really tricky.  

In my family, 


my mom has always been an 



everyone gets an equal portion type of mom.  


Christmas presents, 



she spent the same amount on each of us.  


So on Christmas morning, 



my sister had twice as many packages, 




because my brother and I both got early presents 





with a season pass at the ski hill.  

Where the conundrum has been created is, 


my brother helped build my parents house a few years ago.  

So there is a part of him that believes 


he should get the house 



when it is time to divide up the estate.  

The problem is, 


there is not enough other things 



for my sister and I to get anything close to a third of the total value.  

So my sister and I might get the fun job 


of trying to figure out how to divide everything into thirds.  

Hopefully this day is still at least 20 years away, 


which would mean many things will be different by then, 

but there have been enough emergency room visits over the years 


to have this near the front of our minds on many occasions.

To add complications to our situation, 


my brother has an apartment on their property 



and therefore does projects on the farm, 



feeds the horses while my parents are traveling, 



and helps with other tasks on occasion.  

So over the last seven years, 


he has been the most hands on among the three children.  

However, 


the previous 20 years, 



he was in Australia and almost off the radar.  

During that time, 


my sister carried the load, 



shared an office as a realtor with my dad, 




and was there at almost every turn.  


She is still the one who has them over for holiday meals 



and helps whenever she is asked.

The good news is, 


all that we have 


or have not done for our parents 



is not what determines our inheritance when it comes time.  


Not even how many children we have 



or how many animals of theirs we will take in.  

What will determine everything, 


is what is written in the Will that was written in the early 80's.  

There is plenty in our lives 


that would back up the 1/3rd policy that is in the will.  

But we won't need to prove that is valid.  


It is written, 



so that is how it is to play out.  


These other things that have happened 



all came after the original document was written.  

So they are secondary to the original intention.

I let you into the depths of the Mandeville family dynamics, 


because our situation helps illustrate what God intended for his family.  

Paul looked to God's covenant with Abraham 


as the original covenant with humanity.  

Adam and Noah also had covenants with God, 


but those were with all creation 


and all living things.  

Abraham was with all humanity, 


all nations, 


all peoples.  

When Moses received the next covenant with God 430 years later, 


it was just with Israel, 


David with just his family.  

So the first covenant with humanity was established by Abraham's faith.  


That is the standard that God holds first and foremost.  

With Moses, the standard was following the covenant.  


A different standard.  

If we have read much of the Old Testament, 


every four or five pages, 



you hear, 




but the people did not keep the covenant, 




or the people were unfaithful, 




the people did what was right in their own eyes, 




the people worshipped idols and followed other gods.  

Over and over, 


we could not keep the law.  


We still can't keep the law today, e



ven with all our technological advances.  

So why did God make a second covenant with Moses?  

Why was the law put into place?  


One reason, 



among many, 


was to show us that we could not restore the relationship with God on our own.  

It shows us how flawed our transactional relationships are.  


With Moses' covenant, 



God was to do certain things 



and the people were to do certain things.  


When the people did not keep the law, 



they had no right to claim t




hat God should provide them a land flowing with milk and honey.   

In seeing how far short we fall, 


we have all the more reason to rejoice 



that is not the way the new covenant was established, 



nor the first old covenant.

The covenant with Abraham 


is dependent on Abraham having a faith 



that God will do what God says.  

Abraham doesn't have to do anything 


but trust God.  


God will do all of the work.  

That is where all of this talk about Abraham's seed comes from.  


The emphasis is on the singular of the seed.  

This is to point us to Jesus the Messiah.  


Not Jesus and Paul, 



or David, 



or Moses.  

God's way of making a covenant with Abraham 


will also be the way that God makes it with Abraham's seed 


or Jesus.  

The way we enter into the promises of Jesus 


are the same way Abraham entered into the promises of Yahweh.  

By having faith.  
This difference between a covenant and a contract 


helps us navigate verse 20, 

“A mediator, 


however, 

does not represent just one party; 


but God is one.”  

Paul is concluding a two pronged argument here.  


The first prong is, 



at that time, 


rabbinical thought had God being so great, 



that he gave the law to angels 



and the angels gave the law to Moses.  

As we do,


 the more direct representation carries more weight.  

So God made a direct covenant with Abraham 


and Moses had a representative of God making the covenant.  

So Abraham's covenant carries more weight.  
Now the confusing second prong of verse 20.  


Paul is saying for the law, 



a mediator is necessary.  

Someone has to say, 


“Yahweh, they did did keep the Torah for a couple of weeks last year, 



so maybe exile them only for 70 years, 



not eternally.”  


Or in the case of my family, 



if it was based on what we did, 




a mediator might come in and say, 


“In between jobs, 



Ryan did come home and help out.  




He painted the house 





and redid the garage door in 2004.  




He checked in every week via phone.”  


A mediator is necessary in this case, 



when it is based on what the two parties have done.

Abraham and Jesus' covenants are not based on anything that we have done.  


It was God himself 



who came fully as a man 



and died on the cross.  

So there is no where in the conversation where we can say, 


“God, I followed you wholeheartedly for a period of time, 



then slacked off, 


then fully again.  



So I get partial credit.”  

We either trust God, 

have faith like Abraham 


and receive the blessings, 

or we don't.  

There is no partial credit.  

There is no middle ground.  


We have faith that Jesus was sufficient 



or we don't.  


It is a yes or no question.  

There is no need for someone to mediate, 


Jesus did all the work, 



so do we trust his work 



or not.  

Just as my mom and dad did all the work 


to bring us three children into the world 


and keep us alive, 



so that we might someday receive 




whatever they haven't already shared with us.  


It doesn't matter how good of children we have been.  



We are either their children 



or we are not.  

I will admit, 


we have each taken our turn not being great children.  

But to their great credit, 


they never stopped being our parents.  



No matter how many times we scared the wits out of them in the hospital.

There are times when we have things together 


when we would prefer that our station in life depended on the law.  

We have a myth in America 


that success happens based on the law.  



You work hard 



and you succeed.  

That bubble is slowly being popped 


as we see how much the laws we created 



supported one group of people over another.  

The Good News of the Christian faith is 


that our station in life depends not on a law, 


but on a promise.  

On what God promises to do for those who have faith in him.  


The promise was first, 



so it will stand.  

The promise is all God's work, 


so no mediator is needed.  

The promise is all ours, 


if we believe like Abraham believed.  

We will dive deeper into the purpose of the law next Sunday.  


But know the inheritance is yours, 



because you are a child of God!
