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Muchis happcning this month. [First, we have an
excellent presentation in April by Brad Schall on the
Batt|c of Fcrryvi“c, which is considered by some to be the
Pinnaclc of the Conchcracy’s efforts in the West. Brad
will bring this titanic battle and its consequences to life
forus.

The Board has selected a site for a donation to
battlefield Prcscrvation through the efforts of Tom Carr.
His article in this issue will speak to that.

Thc program for the remainder of the year has

President’s

undcrgonc some revision as to dates and toPics. We were
forced to revise the fund-raiser to accommodate the
appcarance of (General and Mrs. U. 5. Grant who will
arso be attcnding the Kcarncg Fark Reenactment on a
date which was cl'langcd at the last minute. So we changcc]
to follow suit. Tl"lc many members who wish to Proclucc a
West Coast S mPosium in November have been working
hard to accomp?ish this. A tentative program is attached .
Much credit to all the members. We will have to adjust the
rcgular program to allow for this event. But it willmean
some extra 12 hours of civil war Prcscntations for all of
our benefits.

More of all of this at the next scheduled evening
meeting, APril 28% Sece you then.

Brian

For Dinner Reservations our
Thurs., APri| 28th, meeting at
the Kamada lnn at the Frccwag
41 Shaw offramp ... contact
Sccrctarg th“is Mann
at229-3778 [afternoons and

evenings, P|casc].




American Hcritagc and
Stephen Secars' list best
Civi‘) War literature

The 50" Anniversary issue of
American /"/critagc November
/Dcccmbcr 2004) was devoted
to the “best” literature of American
history as determined by twenty-
one Icading historians. Stephen
W.Scarswas selected by the editors
to provide an annotated list of
the books related to the Civi| War.
His selections are as follows:

Batt/c Cry of/:rccdom: T/rc
Ciw'/WarErangamcsMcrhcrson,
Fublishcclin 1988 bg Oxford Univcrsity

ress. .

Loaé Away!A ﬁ/'storg of the
Con[cc/cratc 5tatc5 ofA merica
by William C. Davis Pub‘ishcd
in 2002 by Simon & Schuster.

[_/nco/n by David Herbert Donald
Publishcd in 1995 bg Simon &
Schustcr.
GrantMovcs 5out/1 and Grant
] akes Commandbg Bruce Catton

ublishedin 1960and 1969, rcsPcctivclg,
Ey Littlc, Brown.

[ ece’s [ ieutenants: A 5tud

n Commandby Douglas 50uthaﬁ
Freeman, one-volume abridgmcnt
bg Stcphcn W. Scars Publishcd
in 1998 bg Simon & 5chu5tcr.

Mary Chestnut’s Civil Waredited
bg C.Vann Woodward Pub|is|’ocd
in1981 by Yale Univcrsity Press.

Kcvc:’/?c in Was/r/ngton, 1860~
Iﬂ&jbg Margarct | eech Pub'ishcd
in 1941 bg Ava|on.

T he L/'fc ofJo/:nny Keb: T he
Common 5o/c1'/'crof the (. onfcdcracg
and [ he [ ife ofﬁl’//y Yank: T he
Common 5o/cll'cr of the ([nion
bg bc“ Jrvin Wilcy Pub'ishcd in
194% and 1952, rcsPcctivclg, by
| ouisiana State Univcrsity Press.

Mr. Dunn Prowne’s [ xperiences
in the Army: T he Civi/ M[r[_ ctters
of 5amuc/ w. [iske edited by
Stcphcn W. Sears Pub'ishcd in
1998 by Fordham Univcrsity Frcss.

Jo/'m Brown ’s Body bg Stcphcn
Vincent Benet Pub|ishcd in1928
bg Jvan R. Dee.

Than‘cs Dave for sharing the

above information.

AFTER ACTION REFORT

SJVCWRT MEETING of 3/31/05
By Ron Vaughan

Twcnty members of our 'clan’ sathcrcd to hear David
Davcnport Ph. D. retell the cxploits of the 79t}1 New Yor‘c Highland

Voluntccr regiment.

Thc New Yor‘c HigHandcrs were a prewar unit in the NY Statc
Militia, comPoscd of about 300 Scottish immigrants. [Note: The
term is Scots, Scotsmcn, or 5cottish, not 'Scotch', which is what
thcy drin‘c!] thn Linco|n called for volunteers to defend the Union,
men chose their rcgimcntal number to be 79, in honor of the famous
E)ritisl': 79th Camcron Highland cht., and elected Jamcs Camcron
[brothcr of the Scc. of War] astheir colonel. Unch to find a
sufficient number of Scots, t"rcg called upon American born men of
Scottish ancestery to volunteer to fill out the regt. In May 1861 the
79th NY was mustered into chcral service for three years

The origina' Highland Militiamcn were uniformed in blue
Highland jackcts with red trim, Slcngarry caps, and kilts in the
ameron tartan for ceremonial drcss, and Camcron tartan trews for
other service. | he HigHand appearance was comP|ctcd by a
contingent of bagpipcrs.

The 79t}1 served with distinction with Shcrman's brigadc at 1st
bu” Kun, where Col. Camcron was killed and 198 men were lost.
chular Army officer lssac Stcvcns was appointcd as the new
colonel. Thcrc was some resentment over this non—Scotsman Icadcr,
and also a misunderstanding of their thrcc-ycar enlistment. Put what
rca“y made their Cc'tic blood heat up was when Gen. MacClellan
[dcspitc his ancestery - must have been a Camec”!) ordered a ban
on kilts, trews, and bagpipins. The men refused Col. Steven's order
to march. As Punishmcnt for this muting, the 79t|1 Colors were taken
away for a month.

Col. Stevens drill and strict c‘]isciplinc whippcd the regiment
into shapc, and it was selected to be part of the amphibious
cxPcdition to Fort Koya', SC Tl’lc 79th took Part in the attack on
Ft. 5cccssionvil|c, co-inciccnta“y defended by the 1st Charlcston
Hig,hlandcr battalion. Tl-ve assult was a success, but cost the 79t|'\
110 out of 474 cngaged‘ While serving in the southern coastal
swamps, the regiment lost on|5 three men to disease, which was
considered a medical miracle. Doctors decided that this small loss
was due to their hardg Highland stock and acquircd immunization due
to living in cosmopolitan NYC However, | still say their resistance
to germs was due to their consumption of Scotch and Haggis!

Thc 79tl1 returned to A'cxandria and became part of
burnsidc's 9th Corps. While covering the ({nion retreat at 2nd Bu“
Kun, thcy counterattacked Stoncwa“ Jackson at Chanti”y, where
Col. Stcvcns and 105 men were killed. Thcrc were only 200 men left
at Antictam. AFtcrward, thcy received 300 new recruits and were sent
West by railroad and steamboat to Louisvi“c, Cairo, and Vicksburg.
Aftcr the fall of the latter, thcy Joincd Burnsidc in defense of
Knoxvi”c. At [t Sandcrs thcy rcpc”cd Lonsstrcct‘s assault after
hand-to-hand Fighting.

The 120 survivors returned [ ast, were reinforced by 300
recruits, and joincd (Grant's 1864 camPaign. At the end of the war the
79(:}1 was mustered out. Thcrc were on|9 124 of the orisinal 846 men
left. OF the total of 1,700 men that served at one time or anothcr,
only 300 survived the war.



Civil War Preservation uPdatc

l rcccntlg received the 2005 edition of the
Civil War Preservation Trust Publication titled
/"/istor_y Unc/cr 5/cgc. Thisis A Guide to
America’s Most Ena’angcrcd Civil War
Batt/cf/c/ds. Thc 10 most cndangcrcd
battlefields are listed with a brief write up on the
current status of each site P‘us suggestions for
future Prcscrvation efforts. Thcrc is also a
listing of 15 other sites that are classified as at
risk.

The 10 most cndangcrcd sites are listed
alpl':abctica'ly and include: bcrmuda Hundred in
Virginia, Franklin in | ennessece, Kennesaw
Mountain in Gcorgia, Knoxvi“c in | ennessee,
Manassas in Virginia, MansFic'd in |_ouisiana,
Morris |s|and in South Caro'ina, Ragmond in
MississiPPi, S ot53|vania County in \/irginia,
and Wilson’s reek in Missouri.

This little booklet which is Publishcd annua”g
bg Civil War Preservation Trustis a very
informative summary of the status of these most
cndangcrcd sites. | am going to try and obtain
coPics for everyone in SJVCWRT l will also
attcmpt to obtain coPics for all of the coplc
who rcgistcr for the uPcoming l9th Annual Wcst
Coast Civil War 53mposium which we will be
hosting this November 4th-6th.

As alwaﬂs, our major efforts at Prcscrvation
need to be now before all of these Prccious
lands are gobHcd u by dcvclopcrs. I hope that

JQ/CWKT efforts wit your

you wi“join the S
own Pcrsonal efforts to contribute money to
your favorite Civil War Prcscrvation
organization. Tl*»c three organizations that are at
the forefront of these efforts are Civi| War
Frcscrva‘ion T rust, Ccntral Virginia
batt|c{:ic|c|s T rust, and Fricnds of the National

Farks at Gcttgsburg.

Thc Round Tablc Board a roved scnding
$500 for the Prcscrvation c&irts at Har er's
Jom CParr

Fcrrﬂ.

Donald “Brad” 5cha” resents the
battlc of Fcrryvi”c at April 28th
meceting at the Kamada

dschall@starstream.net

My Civil War interest goes back to childhood
where | lived one block from the [ incoln - Civil
War Mcmorial in Hutchinson, Kansas. As a child
our Family Participatcd in Mcmoria| Day services
with former members and descendants of Joscph
Hook GAR Fost 7 which my great grandfathcr
e decorated with Flags and
flowers the grave oF my grcat 5randfathcr‘s and
other Civil War soldiers graves at [ ast Side
Ccmctcr3 in Hutchinson.

| had 22 relatives that fought for the (Jnion in
the Civi' War, one bcing killed during those
horrible 8 minutes at Cold Harbor; another died

several years after the war oF wounds he rcccivcd

had bccn a mcml)cr.

at (Gett sburg, one aboard the Sultana, one with
GcncraFGrant at Vicksburg and my two great
grandf:athcrs; William Bradcn Scl‘:a“ was a Sgt.
in the 11t l”inois Vol. Cava|r9 and Willis Reed
was a Scrgcant in the [Tirst [Hinois Light
Arti“crﬂ.

My Civil War interest and mcmbcrship are:
National Officer, Sons of (nion Veterans of the
Civi| War, Counci‘ of Administration Chairman,
Fraternal Relations Committee, 50n5 of (nion
Veterans of the Civi] War CI’\aritch Foundation,
Board of Directors, Past Commandcr of the
Department of Ca[iFornia and the Facific,

S VCW, Gcncral Alfrcd Flcasonton CamP 24 of
the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War,
Gcncral Gcorge Wrisht Cam #22 of the Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil QVar, Gcncral us
C]rant Camp #9 of the Sons of Union Vctcrans of
the Civi| War, Mcmbcr of the Nationa| Mcmorials
committee of the SUVCW, a Privatc in the Sons
of Veterans Reserve Co. A, 5t California
Volunteer ]nfantry Kcsimcnt, a Privatc in Sons of
Veteran Reserve Company C, 8+ California
lnFantry chimcnt, a Privatc in Sons of Veteran
Reserve Company C, A 5+ CaliFornia ln{:antrg
chimcnt, Tri \/a“cy CWKT, San Francisco
CWRT, 5acramcnto Civil War Roundtch -
board of Directors, Friends of Civil War
Alcatraz, Co. Chairman and founding board
member, CaliFornia Historical Socicty, Kansas
Statc Historical Socicty, Civil War Socicty,

Ft. Larnarc] Old C‘uard, f:irst Corp of Gcttysburg,
Gcttysburg Battlcficld Association, Goldcn Gate
Far‘cs Association, boy Scouts of Anmerica,
Lincoln Library Association, member of the 5un
Eaglcs 65 Softball Travel Team, Second Vice
President of the Lincoln Hills Senior Softba“
Lcaguc.

Wc have 3 gcncrations of Scha”’s that are
members of the SUVCW.Howcvcr, ] am most
Proud of my wife Fatti, our 5 children and 12
grandchildrcn
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