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A Sensible Plan
for College Funding

Submitted by Rich Keith
As a parent, you may feel a moral obligation to fund your
children’s education, but you don’t want to sacrifice your
current lifestyle or rob your future retirement in order to
fund education costs. Well, to make funding both their
education and your retirement a non-issue, you must consider
how to:
- Maximize your cash flow so that you can invest funds in
education and retirement accounts. This includes both
reducing debt and lowering expenses.
- Utilize the numerous education tax incentives provided
by the IRS to reduce taxes and produce so-called “tax
scholarships” for your family.
- Qualify for merit and need-based financial aid offered by
colleges
If you can maximize the benefits produced by the above
strategies, you may not have to compromise your education
and retirement goals. Historically, we see that college costs
have risen at 2 to 3 times the inflation rate of the Consumer
Price Index. And college really costs you more than you
think because it is paid with after-tax dollars. Depending on
which tax bracket you are
in, the amount you must
earn to pay for college is a
good deal more because
you must first pay the
IRS…before you
pay the college.
How old will
you be when
your last child
graduates
from college?
Assume that
(Continued on Page 3)
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Your Home’s Air
Conditioning Efficiency

Submitted by Robert Lee
Over the previous six months there has been more discussion on
Air Conditioning efficiency and home efficiency than any other time
in recent years! Since manufacturers, local utilities and the Federal
Government are offering rebates people have a better understanding
of SEER and EER (efficiency ratings) of air conditioners. Overall this
is a good thing, but it only addresses half of the problem!
The air distribution system (air ducts) are the other half of the
equation and have nothing to do with the published SEER or EER
ratings! The only way to know if your system is even close to running
at capacity is to test it after it is installed so that the entire system,
including the ductwork, is tested.
Have you spent good money on a new system but still have hot
spots, cold spots or uncomfortable rooms; or maybe you haven’t seen
your energy bills reduced? Are you thinking about taking advantage
of the Federal Rebate by purchasing new
high
efficient equipment? If your answer is yes to
any of these questions then please think
about the whole system! Efficient new
equipment on old, inefficient ducts is a
recipe for discomfort, or worse, failure!
Call to have a certified professional
test your entire system today; stop
throwing money away every month
and have a more comfortable, and
efficient, home.

Go Green
Go Paperless
Sign up to receive the Laural Oaks
Neighborhood Association newsletter
in your inbox. Visit PEELinc.com for details.
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Teenage Job Seekers
Age

Baby
Sit

Pet House Yard
Sit
Sit
Work

Have any items that you need to get rid of but think someone
else could use? Have a useful service to offer your neighbors?
Why not place an ad in The Laurel Oaks Newsletter? Just send
the info and a phone to the newsletter editor, and your ad will
be run in the newsletter for two issues.
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...)
run at no charge to Laurel Oaks residents, limit 30 words, please
e-mail mdayhath@austin.rr.com.
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit)
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @
888-687-6444 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

Business Classifieds

newsletter info

Name

Laurel Oaks NA Classifieds

Do you suffer from: Allergies? Migraines? Chronic
Pain? Disease? Addictions? Phobias? A.D.D.? Injuries? Insomnia?
Arthritis? Start living a healthy life and be free of what stops you.
www.communityofharmony.com.

Sign up to receive the
Laural Oaks Neighborhood Association
newsletter in your inbox.
Visit PEELinc.com for details.

Phone

Hoeferkamp, Sean.......... 13.............................................•...... 258-6964
Obermeier, Cat.............. 19..........•.....................•............850-284-9433
Saxon, Chase.................. 13.............................................•...... 450-8820
Tran-Garrett, Amy......... 14..........•......................................... 401-2036
Jacobson......................... 16.............................................•...... 918-2320

*-CPR Training                   +-First Aid Training

Attention Teenagers

The Teenage Job Seekers listing service is offered free of charge to all
Laurel Oaks teenagers seeking work. Submit your name and information
to mdayhath@austin.rr.com by the 9th of the month!

Advertise
Your Business Here
888-687-6444
STEVE’S
PLUMBING
REPAIR

Stay Informed – Join The Group!
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/laurel_oaks_na

Visit the LONA Web Site!

water pressure problems
sewer & drain service fiber optic drain line inspections
free estimates satisfaction guaranteed

http://www.laurel-oaks.org
Master License: M-17531
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Steve Brougher
276-7476
1106 West Koenig Lane
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SAVE THE
DATE!!!
National Night
Out
Tuesday, October
6, 2009
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
There will be a National
Night Out gathering at
Oak View Park similar
to last year’s but you can
also organize your own gathering on your street. If
interested, contact:
Austin Police Department – Rosie Salinas 974-4900
www.ci.austin.tx.us/police/nno.htm
Applications are due August 28, 2009
More information to come in next month’s newsletter…
stay tuned!
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College Funding - (Continued from Cover Page)
you are 45 years old and you plan to retire in 20 years and that a
public college costs $60,000 for 4 years. You take the money out of
your retirement savings today. The money you give to a public college
for four years will cost your retirement fund about $280,000 at an
8% return. Elite colleges cost more, but there is a hidden benefit
which we will get to later. And remember, these numbers are for just
one child’s college education.
Clearly this presents a funding dilemma shared by parents
everywhere: how to fund college and retirement? Experts agree there
are two methods to make this work:
The first method is by using your money through: (A) paying out of
your current income, (B) paying with withdrawals from your savings
accounts, or (C) borrowing. Most people use some combination of
all three. The second method is to use money from others. This
comes in the following forms: (A) financial aid, (B) by using special
education tax strategies, (C) gifts from relatives, or (D) your child’s
resources (his/her income and assets). We will explore this topic in
future columns, how to make a sensible, methodical plan for funding
college expenses.
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Britt’s Book Buzz:
It’s Criminal!

The Associate by John Grisham
I am a positive person and I feel bad about putting negativity
out there, especially in a book review. I must say, however, that
The Associate by John Grisham was a terrible book. I hadn’t
read anything by Grisham since The Firm and The Pelican Brief
while in high school. At the time, they seemed like somewhat
smart novels. I came across The Associate at Half Price Books and
thought “why not?” Boy, has time changed the author—and not
for the better. My mom put it best, “he has a formula to his books.”
Meaning, he doesn’t put much thought into the books other than
to get them on the bookshelves as quickly as possible. Do lawyers
even read these books or find them even mildly entertaining?
In the book, a hotshot law student has two great job offers
and a bright future, but a blackmailing expert team has found
a skeleton in his closet and exploits it to the fullest in order to
obtain highly confidential information. Only in the last 50 or so

pages does the law student finally realize that he should just come
clean and face the issue. Wouldn’t a Yale law student know how to
resolve the situation without having to work with the blackmailers?
I have absolutely no law background, but I saw no evidence to
even convict him!
Character development was poor and the book was loaded
with cliché after cliché and stereotypes (i.e. the hot law student
who dressed really great and showed off her perfect body to the
enjoyment of her male colleagues). The ending was horrifically
lazy and unfinished.
Looking at the bright side, I hope this review saved you a
worthless read.
Feel free to comment on this review or your thoughts on the
book or suggest a book for me to review on my blog at http://www.
brittsbuzz.blogspot.com.

WWW.ATFCU.ORG

512.302.5555

You Can Join!

Membership is open to anyone in the 5 County Metro Area

New Locations Coming Soon in
Round Rock & Pflugerville
FREE BUSINESS & PERSONAL CHECKING
250+ FREE ATMs ACROSS TEXAS
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Is Your Home an Internet Broadcaster?
(It might be and you don’t even know it)

Submitted by Laurie Scott
Laptop computers have made computing mobile and very that they had a computer turned on with one of their hard drives
convenient. Wireless routers in our homes have made it possible to shared (no, I didn’t peek at it.) I also saw that they had an Epson
use our computers anywhere in the home, and not just where the printer connected to it, so I downloaded the printer driver and
installed it on my laptop, opened Microsoft Word and pasted the
connection comes into your home.
If you have a wireless router at home, then you are using one of screen shot of their router into it. I also included instructions on
three possible levels of security, 1) none, 2) poor and 3) what you how to keep prying eyes out of their network, thanked them that I
SHOULD be using. “None” is real simple, open the box, plug in was able to check my email, and then I PRINTED the document
the router, connect to the Internet. With this connection, ANYONE out on their printer. Keep in mind I have no idea which house I
within range, meaning your neighbors, passersby and that annoying had connected to. I imagine if they were home that they were a
teen-age kid down the who likes to hang around your house in the little shocked to have their printer start all by itself and print a note
evening can use your wireless network to access the internet or worse, from a complete stranger. Lucky for them I wasn’t someone who
access your computers at home. Also, any illegal activity over the wanted to copy their files, plant a virus or lock them out of their
Internet is going to be traced back to your home, not to the person own network.
or computer that may have done it.
The two levels of security that are usually displayed with a padlock
I often tell the story of the time I moved to Austin from Sacramento symbol are WEP and WPA. WEP falls into the “poor” category of
4 1/2 years ago over the Thanksgiving holiday. I stayed overnight security. WEP will keep honest people out of your network, and
with a friend in Flagstaff, Arizona at her parents’ home. Lots of will prevent someone from accidentally getting connected to your
relatives were there and they all smoked (and smoked a lot). Even network, but WEP was “cracked” several years ago, and nowadays
though it was 35 degrees outside, I went and sat in my car
it only takes a laptop and 60 seconds to break into a
for an hour just to breath fresh air. While in
network secured with WEP.
What you should be using is WPA (or WPA2) to
my car I powered up my laptop and discovered
provides a connection that (with a good password)
a completely unsecured network within range.
can’t be cracked in a comfortable lifetime. Log
I connected to it and took the opportunity
to check my email and do some web surfing.
into your router (usually at http://192.168.0.1 or
Then the good Samaritan in me decided to do
http://192.168.1.1), go to the wireless security settings
and set it for WPA. Then change your laptops and other
them a favor. I figured they hadn’t changed the
wireless devices to match.
default password on their router, and sure enough
I was right. I logged onto their
There are many different routers on
the market, but there are a few standard
router and took a screen shot of
it. Since they were also using
rules to follow: Changing the security
the default name for their
settings on your router should always
be done with the computer attached
computer network, I changed
mine to match and could see
(Continued on Page 6)
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Internet Broadcaster - (Continued from Page 5)
to the router via a network cable - don’t change it over a wireless
connection. If you make a mistake, you won’t be able to get back
in to fix it. In the wireless security settings on your router, you will
see WEP and SHOULD see WPA as options. If you don’t see WPA
as an option, your router is probably several years old. Go to the
manufacturer’s support page on their web site and look for updated
“firmware” to download. Download the firmware and update the
router per the instructions provided by the manufacturer. If the
latest firmware doesn’t provide WPA encryption, then it’s time for
a trip to Best Buy or Fry’s for a new router. ANY new router will
provide WPA encryption. Next use a strong password. A strong
password should be at least 12 characters long, feel free to make it
a lot longer - the longer the better. Be sure to use upper and lower
case letters, use numbers AND use special characters like # * ( \ } [
@ ! &. Write it down and put it in a safe place. If it helps, use 2 or
3 non-related words or numbers that you know but no one is likely
to guess. Something like maybe the city you got married in with
the year of your first car and the name of your brother’s daughter. It
might look something like Dallas@1989!Samantha#. Even people
you know you won’t guess this. Be creative and have fun, but MAKE
IT STRONG!
Next month I’ll talk about keeping your information secure when
you’re online both at home and away.

Recipe of the Month
Orange Julius
Ingredients
• 1 6 oz. Can Concentrated
Orange Juice
• 1 Cup milk
• 1 Cup Water
• 1/2 Cup sugar
Directions
Put in blender container, fill
container to top with ice. Process.
If you would like to submit YOUR recipe
email it to articles@peelinc.com.

We recommend an even
higher level of protection
this summer.
Great Hills Baptist Church
Sunday Schedule:
9:30 & 11 am - Bible Life Groups (all ages)
9:30 am - Celebration-Connection
(Worship Choir & Orchestra)
11:00 am - Life-Connection
(Worship Band)

Classes Beginning September 20:
Hot Topics
Topics include: teen purity, emptynesters, financial stability, parenting
for greatness, defending your faith
Soul Mates
For couples who are newlywed,
engaged, or seriously dating

10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, TX . 78759
www.ghbc.org | 512.343.7763
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BUSINESS FORMS
NEWSLETTERS
FLYERS
ENVELOPES
LETTERHEADS
NCR SNAP APART
FORMS
RUBBER STAMPS
BUSINESS CARDS

Solving all your printing needs.

1-888-687-6444 ext. 24
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The “Four Awareness” Points When Playing Tennis
Submitted by Fernando M. Velasco

In past issues, I have written about how to
choose proper tennis equipment and efficient
ways to practice. This issue offers advice on how
to tackle the “critical points” in your matches.
In every match, you will find critical
points that can determine whether a player
wins or losses. At these critical points,
I suggest
reviewing what I call the
“four awareness” points:

Second Awareness: Opponent
When the players decide on a shot at a critical
point, they need to consider their opponent’s
strengths and weaknesses. During the match,
they should notice the shots the opponent has
less success with than others. On a critical
point, players should use the shot they feel
more comfortable with but also they will aim
towards their opponent’s weaknesses.

First Awareness: Self
Every player possesses
certain shots that they feel more
comfortable hitting on a critical
point. For example, it could be a
forehand topspin, or a slice one.
When choosing which shot to hit
on a critical point, decisively utilize
the shot that comes more naturally
without changing your mind. That
is when mistakes are made.

Third Awareness: Court
Once you decide on your most consistent
shot, consider the opponent’s weakness,
you also need to take into account the court
conditions. Factors such as the sun, wind,
and surface will make a difference on the
shot executed. When in doubt, you should
either choose a shot toward an opening on
the court, or directly at your opponent’s feet;
open spaces or shoe laces.

Fourth Awareness: Score
When you decide on your shot, the
placement and being aware of the court
challenges, a good player should also
remember the score in hand. Players will be
aggressive when the score is in their favor, and
be more conservative when tied, or behind.
For example, when a player is serving at
40-15, the serve should be a powerful and
assertive. In contrast, if the score is 15-40,
the player should serve the first serve with
some power, but with more placement.
Over time, these four awareness points will
become both automatic and reactionary as
players become more experienced in playing
and competing. After the shot has been properly
executed, they will sometimes give themselves a
pat on the back for doing the right thing at the
right time, and remind themselves that they
followed the “four awareness” points.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 4¢ per home.
Effective Advertising, Done Right.
Call today to Reserve your space.

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

1-888-263-9181
lu

www.PEELinc.com
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