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Another example is the Day Care Program carried on at St. Paul's 
Church near Lake Maumelle in Fort Smith District. The church has a 
long history of ministry to Negroes and is now trying to meet contem
porary problems in its ministry. Its Day Care Program reached sixty
eight elementary and forty junior high pupils in 1973; in addition, the 
church was carrying on programs for adults and senior citizens.76 

Another enterprise that reveals the "caring" spirit is participation by 
Arkansas Methodists in the Heifer Project International, now head
quartered in Little Rock. This international, ecumenical organization 
"helps to feed hungry people in 90 foreign countries and 17 states in 
the U.S. by distributing high grade farm animals to needy families and 
teaching them how to care for them. . . . In Arkansas Methodist 
churches, Sunday school classes, vacation Bible schools, Men's Clubs, 
youth groups, and individuals support its program with gifts of money 
and animals." 77 The manager of the Livestock Center, now located forty 
miles northwest of Little Rock near Perryville, is Dr. Clarence Manna
smith, a dedicated Methodist lay leader who gave up a private veterinary 
practice to go into this church-related project. In a dramatic example 
of the value of such enterprises the Project flew 140 dairy cows to Tan
zania in September-October, 1975, with Arkansas Methodist editor John 
S. Workman accompanying the flight to see at first hand how it worked. 
He reported on the grateful reception of the gift by the officials and 
people of Tanzania.78 

A dramatic example of this spirit of caring for those in need is that 
of Mr. Jay Lawhon of McCrory, Arkansas, who made a trip in January, 
1975, on his own to Bangladesh to learn how he could help the ill, the 
hungry, and the poor in that far-away country. He spent two weeks in 
the small country, visiting refugee camps and an agricultural mission, 
and saw what various relief agencies were doing. He made the trip, he 
says, because of his concern as a Christian for helpless, hungry people. 
"I know I can't feed all the people or solve all the problems, but I can 
do some things and every bit helps," he says. 

Lawhon and a group of dedicated men to whom his spirit fire has spread , 
are in the process of setting up the World Christian Relief Fund, Inc., that 
will get money for food and supplies to that stricken country in a hurry .. . . 

Lawhon and his Board of Directors are sending money direct to six of the 
many agencies working in that area. . . . Already $5,000 for food has been 
sent . .. . All along his trip he met Christians who were not only dedicated 
to their jobs but also committed to Jesus and had the joy and power that could 
be recognized. 79 

"Fasting won't feed people, but it will make more foods available . ... 
You should try it. I did. To know the gnawing in your own stomach 
opens a man's heart," he told members of his own Methodist church in 
McCrory.80 And those members responded, he reports: "My local church 
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members gave me a lot of encouragement and voted to send $1,000 with 
me to help as I saw the need." 81 

Arkansas Methodists have always responded to need as they have be
come aware of it. The large number of those who have served as over
seas missionaries, reported in another part of this book, is another exam
ple of this trait. Sometimes their response is quicker than at other times 
-and quicker for some causes than for others. But basically they have 
acted on the understanding that "As you did it [feed, clothe, minister} 
to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me." (Matthew 
25 :40b RSV.) 

In 1870 a third conference was organized in the northeast part of 
the state, named White River. In 1914 it was reunited with the 
Arkansas Conference and named North Arkansas. 
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