In celebration of its 25th Anniversary, the Buck & Doe Trust honors all landowners in our community who have
placed conservation and agricultural easements on their land! These landowners have committed and maintain
their properties in permanent land preservation. We have designed this newsletter to provide further information
about conservation and agricultural easements. Although the Buck & Doe Trust was started through the King
Ranch project and Brandywine Conservancy, we firmly believe it is important to work together with other conservation groups in order to meet the common goal of land preservation and one’s individual needs.

One person can make a difference’
Remembering Mrs. Nancy Penn Smith Hannum

Photo by Jim Graham

Many have had a positive influence on our beautiful countryside but
perhaps no greater than Mrs. Hannum, who recently passed away.
She can be very fairly described as a “living legend, a matriarch, a
leader, a champion and a Master.” Her dedication to the hounds and
the community were extraordinary. She recognized not only the importance of having great hounds and great horses but also the necessity of having a great country to hunt them. She was incredibly tireless in her efforts to save the open space and many new landowners
were met by Nancy Hannum knocking on the door, introducing herself and advising them ‘this is the way we do it in Unionville.’ Luckily,
in the late 40s,50s,60s and 70s that tactic worked 95% of the time and
the Unionville community blossomed. In the early 80s she was one of
the first people to confer easements to the Brandywine Conservancy
and worked tirelessly to have her friends in the neighborhood do the
same. Her friendship with Frolic Weymouth, founder of Brandywine
Conservancy, and with Nancy Mohr who was…….. Cont’d on page 5
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The Buck and Doe Trust is celebrating our 25th
anniversary this year!! How exciting to look back
25 years and see how much we have accomplished
as a community! See below for some fascinating
easement facts.
Pursuant to the key components of our mission;
education, promotion, community involvement and
stewardship, we will focus, during our “silver year”,
on redoubling our efforts in these areas and thanking
landowners who have placed conservation or agricultural easements on their land.
We call this issue of our newsletter “Easement 101”.
Many of you are very knowledgeable about easements,
but for those who have heard the term but are not
exactly sure what it means and for those who have
always wanted to know a little bit more, we hope we
have answered all your questions.

you may have as we continue to develop and update the
site. Please check it for information and more news.
We are so fortunate to live in an area that has changed
so little over the last 100 years. We are proud to have
played a role. We owe a debt of gratitude to the landowners who have placed easements on their land which
has also made such a difference. In particular, we must
not forget a special person, Mrs. Nancy Penn Smith
Hannum, who worked tirelessly throughout her life to
preserve the character of our area. We thank her and
will miss her.
See you at the Spring Fling on May 23rd!

Terry Corkran

We are also proud to announce our new web site,
www.buckanddoe.org. This site will be tremendously
helpful for us as we strive to keep you, the community,
informed and educated. We encourage any feedback

Well done by all involved!
x

Brandywine Conservancy is one of the top 10 leading conservation groups in the country;
they have been granting conservation easements since 1967!

x

Agricultural Land Preservation Board has granted agricultural easements to 298 farms or 26,704
acres throughout Chester County-average farm size is 95 acres!

x

West Marlborough leads Chester Country with 7,720 eased acres or 71% of its total township!

x

3 other township in the Buck & Doe Trust region are now over 50% eased;
Highland Township-5,809 eased acres or 53% of the township!
Newlin Township-4,058 eased acres or 52% of the township!
Londonderry Township-3,714 eased acres or 51% of the township!
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Having the desire to preserve your land
Easement vehicles described in next couple of pages will achieve that vision!

What is a

Easement?

Conservation easements are one of several tools available to landowners to protect their land in perpetuity.
A legally binding restriction on the use of land granted by a landowner to a nonprofit organization such as
Brandywine Conservancy or Natural Lands Trust. The grantor of a conservation easement continues to own and
manage the land, while the recipient or “holder” (such as Brandywine Conservancy or Natural Lands Trust) of a
conservation easement is charged with enforcing the easement’s terms and restrictions.
Central to a conservation easement is its “conservation purpose”:
x

Preserving and protecting surface and groundwater resources, habitat for rare, threatened, or endangered
species, and mature woodlands.

x

Preserving and maintaining prime farmland soils.

x

Preserving and maintaining historic resources and the landscapes that surround them.

x

Preserving and preventing any loss or impairment of the scenic character of a property as viewed from
public rights-of-way

The conservation purposes are accomplished by setting forth detailed restrictions on land uses in the conservation
easement agreement. Tailored to protect a property’s conservation values, these restrictions prohibit or limit
activities such as excavation, dumping, tree cutting, and stream and wetland alteration. It may also limit
construction and subdivision. Flexible in design, they may allow future construction or subdivision provided it
does not impair the conservation values the easement seeks to protect. These “reserved rights” are negotiated
with the Conservancy before the start of a conservation easement project.
Conservation easements do not change the ownership of the subject property or an owner’s right to
convey it, nor do they require public access unless desired by the landowner. In short, the landowner retains all
rights of property ownership not restricted by the conservation easement.
Benefits to the Landowner
x

Assurance that their property will be preserved in the future.

x

Significant financial benefits realized through reduced taxes and, in special circumstances, direct compensation.

x

Protection of larger resource areas, such as watersheds, scenic landscapes, and agricultural areas, when
neighboring landowners preserve their properties.

Benefits to the Public:
x

Protection of a community’s “green infrastructure” and cultural assets while keeping land in private ownership.

x

Assurance that lands protected with conservation easements will remain protected forever, a lasting result
often not possible through zoning or other land use regulations.

x

Prevention of land development that may unduly stress municipal budgets.

x

Voluntary implementation of goals expressed in official planning documents, and a basis on which to build
future conservation plans and programs.
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What is an

Easement?

An Agricultural Conservation Easement is a legally binding document recorded in the County Recorder of Deeds
office with the deed of a farm property. The agricultural easement perpetually restricts the use of the land to
commercial agriculture and directly associated uses. Agricultural uses include crops, livestock and livestock
products including the processing or retail marketing of such products.
What does an agricultural easement program do:
The program determines the sale recipients through a land evaluation and site assessment ranking system
devised by the USDS Natural Resources Conservation Service. Key elements of the ranking system include soil
productivity, development pressure, farmland potential and clustering of preserved farmland potential.
Why would a landowner want to sell an agricultural conservation easement?
xSelling an agricultural conservation easement can ensure that a family’s farmland will be protected from
development and used for agricultural production purposes only.
xLandowners receive financial compensation for granting an agricultural conservation easement and still retain
ownership of their land.
xLandowners can be more confident that their farms will be passed down to the next generation by using
the agricultural conservation easement as an estate planning tool.
x Applications due July 1, 2010
The Chester County Agricultural Land Preservation Board (ALPB) through the authorization of the
Chester County Board of Commissioners, implements the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Agricultural
Conservation Easement Purchase Program and the Chester County Challenge Grant Program. Through
each Program, the County seeks to proactively preserve the agricultural base that remains Chester County’s
leading industry.
For more information regarding
easement programs contact:
John Goodall
Buck & Doe Trust Board Member /
Brandywine Conservancy
610-383-9515
jgoodall@nni.com
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We are very pleased to announce the introduction of the Buck
& Doe Trust website! This exciting new tool will help our
members and other interested parties with the following:
x

Inquire about membership and general questions

x

Renew membership and pay dues through site

x

Access past newsletters

x

Access documents of interest such as: 25th Anniversary of
the King Ranch Conservation Easement Project

x

View related links of interest

outright purchases of property and latterly through
supporting the application of conservation, the
instrumental in obtaining many of the easements, was a
easements to ensure open space that is foxhunting’s
wonderful relationship and the community still bears the
lifeblood. Sure there have been changes-traffic is
fruit of that. She was a pillar in the community in so
heavier, farms have changed hands– but we are still
many activities, loved politics and served on countless
meeting at the same places, drawing the same coverts,
boards; further she helped start the Upland Country
jumping the Brooklawn Double. We owe all of this to
Day School in 1948 and gave them their first two
Mrs. Hannum; I think the best 90th birthday present we
buildings.
can give her is our solemn pledge to carry on her dream,
This past year, Judy Donaldson Jeffries had a wonderful to protect the country, to protect the red fox, to protect
hunt tea to honor Mrs. Hannum on her 90th birthday.
the hunting, and above all to have fun.”
Paddy Neilson gave a moving and eloquent speech
about Mrs. Hannum. He ended with the following
words:

Mrs. Hannum…….cont’d

“For over sixty years, Mrs. Hannum encouraged the
preservation of her hunting countryside, first through
We strive to include everyone in the community in this section.
Please let us know if we have missed anything.
Births
x

Passings

Mary Rose and Buzz Hannum gave birth to ‘Poppy’
x
New Landowner

x

Loryn and Peter Schiffer purchased Angawoods,
formerly Burnt Chimney Farm

x

Chris Jordan

Mrs. Nancy Penn Smith Hannum
x

Barbara Karas
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The Buck & Doe Trust was established at the time
of the King Ranch project to encourage community
cooperation and support of the conservation easement
program. The Trust attempts to welcome newcomers
and offer opportunities for residents , new and old,
to get to know one another better. The Board Members
host the Spring Fling a chuckwagon breakfast in
the Laurels, a holiday party for members in
December, and other activities which focus on
“community conservation”.

2010 Annual Dues-$35 per family
Payable to: Buck & Doe Trust and send to above address or use our new website

The Buck and Doe Trust is a non-profit organization of community members whose stated mission is support of land and
water resource conservation within the Buck and Doe Run watersheds. These watersheds include, but are not limited to,
the Townships of East Fallowfield, West Marlborough, East Marlborough, Highland, Londonderry, and Newlin.
The Trust initiatives to accomplish this mission are:
x Promote, through member involvement and education, the creation of additional high quality conservation easements
within the Buck and Doe watersheds.
x Monitor and support active enforcement by easement grantees of all existing conservation easement requirements.
x Participate, influence, and monitor the stewardship of the Laurels Reserve by the Environmental Management Center
of the Brandywine Conservancy.
x Initiate and encourage active and timely communication on land and water
resource conservation issues within the Buck and Doe watersheds.
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