We live in a world 


where boundaries are constantly being pushed out further.  

In the middle of the Olympic Games, 


we should be aware of this, 



as world records fall 



and different countries put forth new gold medalists.  

We celebrate these expectation breakers 


and record changers.  

But it is not always easy to accept that man is doing this alone.  


So, this year, 



one of the big news stories 




is the performance enhancing drugs.

In our text today, 


we hear of a man pushing beyond the normal worldview of pain tolerance 


and patience, 

and moving into a realm where we are cautious to follow.  


Our old barriers, 


our old understanding of the world 



is a much safer and predictable world.  




It is one where we can at least guess the outcomes of life 





without too much trouble.

The dialogue Job is having with his friends 


is stepped up a level this week.  

And next week 


it will seemingly explode in the third round.  

But Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar 


are taking what we have in Proverbs 


and other places,



 and applying them to the reality of Job.  

That is the reality 


that the wicked will suffer 


and the good will be blessed.  

The tricky part of this is, 


“Who are the good?”  

Christianity weighs heavily on the ideas


that all fall short of the glory of God 


and all are sinners deserving death.  



Hence the great need for God's grace.  

But the question remains, 


“Who are worthy of being blessed?”  

As a general rule, 


we know that the more we follow God's ways and methods, 



the better life will go.  


Not easier, 



but overall better.  

We will still have issues and problems to work through, 


but there will be a number of things we don't have to deal with.  

My sexuality for instance, 


if I follow scriptures intention for me to be in a married, 


monogamous relationship, 



I will avoid many things.  




I will avoid unreal expectations for my partner, 




the possibility of disease, 




the possibility of pregnancy 





and children through multiple mothers, 




child support, 




and the emotional baggage 





that comes with multiple failed dating relationships.

Or if I listen to the wisdom of being a good, 


serving friend to those around me, 


praying for those who repay that love 



and those that don't, 

in the end, 


I will most likely have a number of great, 


deep, 


and lifelong friendships 

instead of wandering the earth seemingly alone.

However, 


as Job points out at the end of Chapter 21, 

at the end of the day, 


we often see those who don't respect God 



getting away with it.  

Those who have left God behind 


having perfectly happy lives.  

Sometimes, their life was hard, 


trying to decide which vacation home to go to, 


or which yacht to buy this year.  

But Job has seen plenty of people 


who did not place God anywhere within their thought life 



go to the grave fairly at peace with their lives.  

At the same time, 


he has seen those who put God at the forefront of their thought, 



go to the grave impoverished, 



friendless, 



and alone.  


An ending that sounds very close to Job's current situation.

So what are we to do?  


Do we hold fast to the Words that the scriptures say?  


Do we use those as the way to judge the world, 



even if our experience does not always seem to bear them out?  


Or do we readjust our understanding of suffering?  



Do we need to change how we see the world working?

We live in a world, 


even in the majority of Christian Thinking in the United States, 



that works from a viewpoint of benefits or bartering.  

We sell 

or promote the Good News that Jesus came to share, 


that Israel's King has come and has taken the throne, 



not only over Israel, 



but the whole world, 




so that all who follow him, 





might be a light to the Kingdom of God.  

We promote this great and world changing idea, 


by what you will get out of it.  


The Benefits.  



You will get eternal life,



forgiveness of sins, 



a ticket to heaven, 



God's love, 



a community, 



and the benefits go on.  

This is all good, 


but there are lots of things I could do with my life 



that would give me benefits of one sort or another.  




None really touching the ones Jesus offers us.  


But before I accept any of them, 



I want to know the purpose.

The Fire Department has many benefits for its members.  


A shower, 


laundry facilities, 


a tv, 


plus internet are some of the benefits.  

But if that is why one joins, 


they are missing the purpose of the fire department, 



which is to help those in need.  




Whether their house is on fire, 




their body is not working, 




or they have become lost.

God has a purpose for us 


and it is not just to reap the benefits of God, 


but to be part of his Kingdom.  



To build his Kingdom.  



To fulfill the creation mandate 




to take the earth 




and shape and mold it into the image of heaven. 

We were made in God's image 


so that as stewards, 



we could make the earth a temple 




reflecting the glory of God, 




the ways of God.

This would have been great news for Job.  


It might have helped him understand 



and frame his situation better.  

But he instead is good news for us.  


For as we watch him progress through this time of mourning and lament, 



we hear a change come over him.  

In the first round 

and in his initial lament, 


the grave was the height of his hope 


and his destination.  



His life was focused towards that destination.  




For what was there to live for?  

We hear remnants of this reality in this weeks speeches, 


as he critiques his friends words.  



They were at least to give him some hope, 




but they are failing in this.

But for the second time, 


this brief glimpse into the possibilities of God 



appears in Job's speech.  

Verses 25-27 seem to be a scribal error, 


belonging in the New Testament, 


some of the writings of Paul or John.  



“I know that my Redeemer lives, 




and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 



And after my skin has been destroyed, 




yet in my flesh 





I will see God; 





I myself will see him with my own eyes—





I, 






and not another. 





How my heart yearns within me!”

This knowledge is only possible, 


because Job has been suffering.  

Job has been suffering, 


but dependent upon God, 


in relationship with God, 



in the suffering 



and out of it.  

The suffering has removed any thought of self achievement of his success 


and left him 100% dependent upon God.  

Eliphaz's question of Job's insight at the beginning of this round, 


“Asking if Job was privy to the counsel of God?” 



is answered seemingly in the affirmative.

Job has only ended up here, 


because of his previous relationship with God, 



where he feared God 




and shunned evil.  



Where he did everything to make sure 




that the lines of communication between Job and God stayed open.  

It is only his previous purity 


that allow him to have this revelation.  

Without a right relationship with God, 


Job would know that his friends are correct.  


That he had done an evil thing 



and is getting what he deserved.  

But being upright and blameless before all of this occurred, 


has re-situated his worldview.  


The purpose of his relationship with God 



has been changed.

What Job might have thought was the purpose of knowing and loving God 


is being challenged.  

His friends, 


in having this dialogue with him, 


by holding fast to the ways that Job may have once thought, 



but conflicting with Job's current experience, 


leaves Job to dig deeper into the reality of life.  

It is a similar process that we go through in growing up, 


where once when we were young, 



we thought we were all that mattered.  


Then we were married 



and thought the other was all that mattered.  


Then children 



and you realize that the other is there to help you serve another person.  


And I get to patiently wait for what I am supposed to learn after that.

Job's divine revelation of a living redeemer 


and a resurrected body 



are the only pieces that can make sense of his current state 



and how and why he loves God still.  

It is one of the beautiful things about being made in God's image.  


We can look at a situation where there seems to be no hope 



and still find hope sprouting up.  

It is the flower sprouting out of a solid piece of granite.  


Where no hope existed, 



hope took root nonetheless 



and brought life.

The hard thing about this knowledge, 


is the road to find it.  

It comes through suffering, 


of having what we thought sustained us 


and kept us alive, 



being taken away 




until we are left with nothing but God.  

This is a route a majority of my being would prefer to avoid.  


But it is such a life giving route in the end.  
Unfortunately,


not everyone is able to make this journey. 

Their trust in God 


is in the various stages of seed in Jesus' parable.  



The hard soil, 



the shallow soil, 



or the thorny soil.  

But when it is in the the good soil, 


we will be able to make this turn.  



Even in the face of darkest despair, 



the darkest night of the soul, 




our relationship with the Father will enable us to persevere.

I, 

like Job, 


have no idea how this happens 


or why it needs to happen this way.  

I do know that it pushes us out of that frame of mind 


like no other remedy can.  

The will to live is an amazing and powerful thing.  


Careers, 


friends, 


children, 


and spouses are all powerful things.  



But they are all benefits of the love of God.  

The hope and security we seek 


are only secure in God alone.  

Job is finding this track 


and will seek it out more now.  

For he has already overcome the option of death.  


Death is inferior to the hope that he now has, 


even if he does not know where that power came from.
