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Swimming

This is the fourth year
Christ the King has had a
swim team. The women’s
team achieved their first
state title this year, while
the men’s team won state’s
last year and took second
place this year.				

Food

Netflix Binging

Senior swimmers
Emily Mayernik, Sarah
Campbell, Meredith
Schroeder, Bernadette Selzer,
Michaela Kocher, Megan
Gervasini, Amanda Buttner,
Jane Donahue, and Alex
Koenigsberger wave a
bitter-sweet goodbye to

their high school
swimming careers.
Congratulations to
these seniors and all the
swimmers who helped
contribute to CTK’s state
title.
(More on page 25.)

As we all know, Crusaders
like to eat. Check out our
new Food Section.
(More on page 17.)
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Students and teachers,
even Father Paul, have
shows they admit to binging.
(More on page 22.)

Marching For
Life

By Kevin Nguyen

On January 7, 2017,
students from Christ the
King travelled to
Washington, D.C., to
protest against abortion,
an annual march that has
taken place since 1974, in
attempts to reverse the
Supreme Court decision,
Roe v. Wade. This is the
first time that Christ the
King students participated
in the Washington, D.C.,
march.
At the capital, with
rosaries in one hand and
anti-abortion signs in the
other, students marched
side-by-side with others
around the country.
While marching,
students listened to
inspirational speakers such
as Mike Pence. This was a
monumental moment for
the March for Life
organization, as Pence
made history as the first
Vice President to ever
speak at a march.
Rachel Harrison, a
CTK junior said, “There
were so many different
types of people marching
together to protect the
lives of the unborn.”

News
The march took place
from 11-3 in the afternoon,
while passing historic
landmarks on Constitution
Avenue, such as the
Washington Monument,
the Supreme Court, and
the Capital Building.

Perfect shows
for Your
Netflix Binge
Fest
By Theresa Izediuno
Do you ever find
yourself looking for
another show to binge
watch on Netflix over and
over again?
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After deep
investigation, the Netflix
original Stranger Things
marks its territory as the
show to watch on Netflix.
The sci-fi and fantasy show
holds solid reviews from
many critics as well as
students and teachers.
Even Father Paul
admits to binge watching
Stranger Things with his
colleagues. The show is
about a young boy who
suddenly disappears from
a small town. A
psychokinetic helps them
to find the missing boy. If
you’re looking for something new and fresh on
Netflix, this should be the
first show on your list.
		
The next show
that ranks right next to
Stranger Things is
American Horror Story.
The horror fiction series
has 5 seasons on Netflix,
so you’re sure to have a
binge fest. The show
focuses on the
Harmon family who
moves from Boston to Los
Angeles to start a new life
in a Victorian mansion,
with supernatural
creatures who have
stories of their own.
If you are more into
thriller and drama, then
How to Get Away With
Murder is for you. It

begins in medias-res, so
viewers watch the tough
criminal professor
Annalise Keating
challenge her five brightest
students to solve complex
cases.
If you’re still not sold
yet, our very own
teachers Mrs. Daidone,
Mr. Gohn, and Mrs.
Milligan recommend The
Crown. The British TV
drama is based on
historical context and
showcases the political
rivalries and romances of
Queen Elizabeth II.
Although as of now, the
Netflix original only has
one season, the show has
high ratings and viewers
can’t seem to get enough.
Speaking of viewers
not getting enough, the
comedy Fuller House has
created a long waitlist for
many. This sitcom returns
to our favorite family, the
Tanners, as the girls con-

tinue their adult lives back
in their childhood home.
Netflix has released the
second season of the show,
so it’s only right for a
binger.
Once again that might
not be your thing, but
maybe the American TV
series Arrow is for you. The
television drama is about a
billionaire playboy who is
presumed dead after a
terrible shipwreck with his
father. Eventually, he
finds himself on an island
where he learns how to
fight. Five years later, he
returns to his hometown,
determined to right his
dead father’s wrongs.
As a CTK student,
there is a small collection
of shows one must watch
according to students here,
starting with The Office.
Many references will be
made to this show, so it is
greatly advised you know
your stuff. The sitcom is
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about the truths behind
office workers who are led
by a delusional boss. This
sitcom has 9 seasons on
Netflix and is sure to keep
a professional binger
entertained.
Besides The Office,
another sitcom called
Parks and Recreation, or
as a lot of other people call
it, “Parks and Rec.” The
American political comedy is
about a mid-level
bureaucrat in the park
department of Pawnee. 		
These are the golden
choices based on CTK
students. Going through
this list will set up even the
fastest binger for months.
Happy binging!

A New
Presidency
By Rachael Miller
On January 20, 2017
Donald J. Trump took the
oath in order to become
the 45th president of the
United States of America. Christ the King alums,
who currently attend the
Catholic University of America, were able to watch the
inauguration. 				
Kaitlyn Miller
attended the ceremony
and remarked, “I’m
honored to be a part of
President Trump’s
inauguration; it was
truly a surreal experience to
witness such an immense
sense of nationalism and
unity among the crowd.”
As Kaitlyn said,
President Trump
emphasized both unity and
patriotism through declaring that this day would
be officially known as the
“National Day of
Patriotic Devotion.”
Trump stated that
he hoped this would
“strengthen our bonds
to each other and to our
country and to renew the
duties of government to
the people.”
President Donald
J. Trump was sworn in
alongside his wife,
Melania, with their son,
and his sons and daugh-

ters, as well as Vice President Mike Pence.
Over 6.8 million
people streamed on social
media sites, such as
Twitter, or saw it on TV.
According to reports, factoring in people who streamed
President Donald J. Trump’s
inauguration online, it would
make it the most watched
presidential inauguration in
history.

Spike It Out
By Camryn Frederick
CTK students
participated in the fifth
annual Queen City Classic
volleyball tournament at the
Charlotte Convention Center, both Saturday and Sunday. Each day, the
tournament lasted from
8:00 a.m to 9:00 p.m.
Over 288 teams registered for this tournament,
with participants ranging
in ages from 13 to 18 years
old. Within each age group,
there were two divisions,
making 12 divisions
altogether: the level of
intensity of the teams
played against, depended on
placement in one of these
divisions, with “open” being
the harder of the two.
Lauren Hamilton, of the
Carolina Juniors Volleyball
(CJV) 17-2’s club team said,
“I love Charlotte, and I love
volleyball, so this
tournament is so much fun
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to play in, and all your
friends are there too!”
Lauren is one of the four
at CTK who plays competitively on a club volleyball
team, along with Shay
Huber, Leah Filiault, and
Camryn Frederick.
Leah, of the Lake
Norman 16 Elite team
joked, “I love when my
team goes 1-4. It’s a great
feeling.” Winning at least
one game can be a victory
all on its own when you
spend all day crammed
in one convention center with 288 teams, for
two days. It can be pretty intense. Shay, on Lake
Norman’s 15 Elite said,
“Teams from all over
come together to play a
sport we all love.”
Most of the time, we
are not at the same
tournaments, so when
we do get the chance, we
make sure to stop by and
cheer each other on. At
one point at a tournament, I walked back to
the end line to serve, and
Shay was standing right
behind me, watching me,
and cheering me on as I
played. It’s so much fun,
and such a good feeling
when you see your friends
come watch and support
you. We are so excited,
and can’t wait to see what
each other will do.

Talking
Funny

Did you always plan to be
a cartoonist, or did you
have other aspirations?

The two biggest influences in
my life were Walt
Disney and Norman
I had the opportunity to
Rockwell. Growing up, Peter
interview Marcus
Hamilton, the artist for the Pan was one of my favorite
Monday through Saturday movies, I loved that each
strips of the famous comic, frame was hand drawn by
someone, so I knew I wanted
Dennis the Menace.
to work at Disney. My backup
Hamilton grew up in
Lexington, North Carolina was to be like Norman
Rockwell and illustrate for
and attributes his success
magazines. The highlight of
to his rich faith. He was
my career was when I did a
honored with the Reuben
painting of Bob Hope that
Award for Newspaper
made it onto the cover of the
Panels in 2004, and his
Saturday Evening Post, the
collection of Dennis the
magazine that made
Menace memorabilia is
Norman Rockwell
hard to rival.
famous.
By Sophia Easter

each cleaner than the last.
Eventually I end up with
the clean, inked comic that
you see.
What jobs did you
have before Dennis the
Menace?

Right after college, I
moved down to Charlotte
to work in the art
department of WCCB
channel 3. One year, I flew
up to Manhattan with my
portfolio and went door-to
door requesting a meeting
with the art directors of
magazines like
Cosmopolitan, Reader’s
Digest, and Good
Housekeeping. I worked
freelance for magazines
for several years until the
Mr. Hamilton, how did
rise of digital art put me
What is your artistic
you get started in art?
out of business, and I
process like?
ended up working at
When I was really little my
Walmart for $5.71 an hour
I’m given 150 possible gags
mom used to bring a pen
and paper to church to keep every month, and I go through when I was 50. I started
them and pick 6 each week. I questioning my choices
me quiet, and I realized
and even my faith until the
God had blessed me with a then take a gag and sketch 5
opportunity to do Dennis
or 6 possible compositions,
talent for art.
the Menace came around.
pick one, and refine it by
Did you go to school for redrawing it a few times,
art?
I went to Atlantic
Christian College in
Wilson, where I majored in
commercial art.
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How did you get the job
drawing for Dennis the
Menace?
One night I was channel
surfing when I came across
a promotional interview
with Hank Ketcham.
Mr. Ketcham mentioned
that he wanted to retire,
but first he would need
someone to take over the
comic. I talked to my friend
Jim Scancarelli, the current
artist of Gasoline Alley, and
it turned out he had Hank’s
phone number. I called
Hank and told him I was
interested, and he asked
for my portfolio. We sent
faxes and mail back and
forth for awhile, and Hank
took me on and trained me
to draw like he did. I really think God had a hand in
me finding this job, if I had
not been at just the right
place at just the right time,
I would have never known
about the opportunity.
Do you have any
advice for the
students at Christ the
King?
Trust that God has a plan in
mind for you, and
always listen to those who
know more than you. If
you don’t, you may miss so
many great opportunities.

6

Crusaders

This Article Is
Blocked

By Seth Angell
We all remember what
we were searching for the
day the block rolled out.
Some sought a quick
Twitter fix, others, some
Amazon window shopping,
even the price of lumber at
Lowe’s Home Improvement.
It was the day after
Christmas break when my
Shakespeare class
realized what had
happened. We began
frantically checking all
our beloved sites, only to
find the majority of them
blocked. While the obvious
targets went first: games,
social media, online
shopping, and clothing stores,
others were soon
discovered that only
confused the school
population. Home
improvement stores, Kahoot,
and many other sites had
been struck down. Mrs.
Daidone even remarked
that an archive of poetry
she pulls from for classes
had been blocked as well,
due to the fact that it was
hosted in another country.
In the early stages of the
block, CTK’s newest IT
coordinator, Ms. Bohan,
became the scapegoat. It
was soon after revealed

that the decision had been
made diocese wide.
As time has passed,
only Kahoot has been
reclaimed, leading the
community to take
alternative measures. While
many tactics have been
employed to circumvent
the block, most are temporary
fixes to a much more
permanent problem. While
the student and teacher population has gotten
used to the new ban for the
most part, the question still
stands: What logic decides
that Twitter and Facebook
be blocked, yet other sites
remain available?

Digital
Minimalism
By Seth Angell
Technology has crept
its way into every facet of
our lives. From keeping us
connected, to helping us
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learn, to even controlling
our light bulbs based off
the weather.
With technology pushing
further and further into
our lives, we rarely stop to
think about how it
affects us. More than likely, you’re reading this article on a computer, or
cellphone, or some other
electronic device. Take a
moment to think about
how long you’ve been on
said device, and how long
you’ve been using it in the
past week.
According to polling
of CTK students, about
36% of participants said
they spend on average
6-8 hours on their phones
each week, with another
18% putting that number at
9+ hours. Coupled with a
school day spent in front
of a computer screen,
many of your waking hours
might be spent hooked up
to the world wide web.
This realization has become much more
prevalent in the past few
years, pushing people to
look into the effects of
always being tied into the
system.
In response, a new
movement has grown:
Digital Minimalism.
Digital Minimalists, or as I
prefer to call them,

E-Minimalists, examine
the value added by new
technology and weigh their
benefits against the extra
stress it might add. Yes,
an app that sends you an
inspirational quote every
hour is nice, but is it worth
hearing the beep of a
notification every 60
minutes, pulling your focus
away from more
importants things.
As Cal Newport points
out, “Many of the best uses
of the online world support
better living offline,”
urging us to ask, how much
value do we actually gain
from all of our gadgets? It’s
a question that’s surfaced
now, and will only get
more pressing as time goes

word until sophomore
year when, I tried to use
it in history class and Mr.
Jacobs made fun of me.
Amanda
- That if I ate the seeds of
an apple, that a tree would
grow in my stomach. Ben
- That somewhere around
the world everyone has a
twin who looks and talks
exactly like them. Theresa
- That snakes were dragons. Andrew
- That if I kept digging in
a sand pit, I would reach
China. Amanda
- That T.V. was real life.
Collin
- That we were all dolls,
and God was playing with
us. Jane and Sophie
- That if you swallowed
gum, that it would be stuck
in your stomach forever.
Mike
- It took Mr. Gohn’s sister 13
years to realize that chicken
was a dead chicken.

Prom
When I Was a Preparations
By Camryn Frederick
Kid, I Used to The lights are flashing. You
can hear the music. You’re
Think…
sweating. Your mom is
- If you throw your hair
outside the car, that you are
trying to send a message.
Sarah
- The marble I found in
the woods was a Pokemon
egg. Seth
- That globulate was a real

crying. You look in the
mirror. You know what
time it is; it’s PROM! I’m
here to tell you the in’s and
the out’s of what it’s like
to experience prom as a
student. You need to know
the basics: hair, makeup,
shoes, corsages, and of
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course, the dress. It takes
a lot of time to prepare for
prom. Emily Mayernik said
that she’s “buying a dress,
not having a date - - but
I’m ready to dance”
Preparing for prom
can be a very stressful, especially when it comes to
promposals. Every guy
knows how time
consuming thinking about
a promposal is. It has to be
perfect and totally unique.
Kevin Nguyen said that,
“Prom isn’t just about
having a date. Make sure
you’re asking someone
you’re comfortable with
because you are going to
be with them for the whole
night.”
But, who cares if you
don’t get asked? Going to
prom solo is just as fun,
if not better, than going
with a date. Many people
worry about not getting
asked to prom, or say that
they won’t go if no one
asks them, but honestly,
it’s so less stressful when
you don’t have to impress
anyone. So, whether going
alone, or with a date, just
remember that this is one
of many nights that you
will remember, so make it
count.

Fisher Takes
a Seat

In Industrial Design,
taught by art teacher Mr.
Stump, students complete
rigorous projects for the
school using wood and
other materials. In past
classes, students have built
the cross on the hill, the
greenhouse, the sets for the
play, and the home for
Nathaniel Bacon, our pig.
In the fall, sophomore
Laura Fisher took industrial
design as one of her
electives. After making a
birdhouse, Laura decided
to make a chair. She started
working on the chair in
October, and finished it
after Christmas break. She
measured and cut all the
wood, assembled the chair
by herself, and decided to
paint it green. While it may
have been hard work,
Laura now has a
comfortable chair that she
can bring home and use.
Laura said that making
the chair “was a lot of hard
work, but I enjoyed it
because Mr. Stump was my
teacher.”

A Byte with
Bohan
By Kevin Nguyen and
Julia McMahon
Ms. Bohan, has
recently moved to the
Charlotte area after
working in the Peace
Corps. She originally heard
about the Peace Corps in
high school, and the idea
of it never left her mind.
“God has slowly been
moving small stones in my
heart to build a mountain
of devotion to service,”
from which she joined the
Peace Corps.
John F. Kennedy
originally formed the Peace
Corps to help with
international service: “over
sixty countries in
partnership with local
organizations to develop
growth in different areas such
as health, education, and
coastal resource
management to name a
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few.”
To visit abroad, one
thing that the Peace Corps
teaches its members is how
to wash their own clothes
in case the host family
does not have a washing
machine. Ms. Bohan was
abroad and started
washing her own clothes
and, “My host mom walked
over to me, stares me up
and down, and in a Tagalog
-English blend she says,
‘You know we have a
washing machine, right?’ I
was speechless.”
Transitioning from the
Peace Corps to CTK has
been a large change. “Not
only was I moving back
to the United States, but I
was also changing my
career path. It was only
three months ago I was
speaking a different
language!”
Ms. Bohan became
involved with technology
during her mentorship at
school. After interacting
with a green board and
receiving one-on-one
access to an iPad, she
became inspired by the
assets that technology can
bring to students in a
classroom. She received
enough funding from the
school to have a cart of
iPads to help her students
explore and learn. After
this experience, her
graduate professor
advised her to follow a
career related to

technology to help her
grow and explore different
roles and opportunities
that technology provides.
For Ms. Bohan, technology is
something that is
constantly growing and
expanding. She admires
the challenges that it
brings in mastering
different skills in a field
that is constantly growing.
After working in a
Catholic school, Ms.
Bohan admires the
spirit and the unique sense
of community that cannot be found at most other
schools. After growing up
in a private school system,
she appreciates the
opportunities that her
parents have provided for
her and the experiences
that her current students
are going through now. Ms.
Bohan believes in spiritual
growth in both herself and
her students by actively
participating in weekly
masses, prayer, and the
spiritual community at
Christ the King.
After school hours, Ms.
Bohan enjoys binge watching history related
shows such as The Crown,
and The Untold History
of the US. And when she
turned 20, she set a goal to
“step foot on every
continent before I turned
30.” One of those countries
she plans to visit New
Zealand, a country famously known for being

one of the film locations
for one of her all time
favorite series, Lord of the
Rings.
Ms. Bohan came back
from Easter break engaged
to Adam Vandenberg. He
proposed at the top of
Upper Yosemite Falls at
Yosemite National Park.

A Surprise In
Italy

In other exciting
Crusader news, Ms. Henry
also recently got engaged.
Matt Owanesian proposed
at the Osteria Francescana
restaurant.
The CTK Journalism
staff wishes a huge
congratulations to both
Ms. Henry and Ms. Bohan.
Ms. Henry and Matt Owanesian pictured at
the Pantheon in Rome.
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National Honor
Society
Induction 2017
By Amanda Marenna

On Wednesday night,
February 22nd, the National
Honor Society inducted
sixteen new members as
well as transferred power
from the old officers to the
new.
Many parents came to
share the honor and watch
their children being
inducted. Before the
inductees were given their
certificates, completing
their induction, the new
officers, lighted candles,
reading the importance of
each trait needed to be
inducted: Service,
Leadership, and Character.
The inductees were then
given their certificates by
Interim Principal, Mr.
Smith, making them official
members of NHS. The
inductees then gave their
parents a thank you note
and a yellow rose,
thanking their parents
for everything they have
done. All of the members
of NHS, new and old, with
their parents then
went into the lobby for
refreshments, celebrating
the induction as well as all
of their hard work, both inside
and out of the classroom.

Toooootsie

By Kevin Nguyen

For the past 3 years,
The National Honor
Society has sold what Mr.
Smith calls “Tooootsie
Pops” to help fund cancer
research. The money raised
is currently going to an
endowment to fund a study
on early pancreatic cancer
research. Two weeks
before Valentine’s Day,
NHS members organized,
with a set goal of selling 600
Valentines Day grams.
Father Paul, the school
chaplain, bought every
student in the school a
lollipop to celebrate the
loving season.
Nicole Bodner, a current NHS member, said,
“It’s always good to
celebrate love with love,
and it’s exciting to see that
we went over our goals” as
she made her morning pass
selling candy for cancer before school. With the rise
in students at Christ the
King, Connor Malloy, was
expectantly able to sell over
40 Tootsie Pops. In a week
and a half over $600 was
donated by the National

Honor Society at Christ
the King to help support
The Mark Daidone Cancer
Research Endownment at
the Levine Cancer Institute. NHS members went
above and beyond, going
over the expected goal and
managed to sell over 1,700
Tootsie pops school wide.

Letter from the
SGA President

Dear Crusaders,
Thank you so much to
everyone who made the trek
all the way to Greensboro to
support our swim team. We
really appreciated all the
cheers and the signs in the
stands. CTK really showed
up. I hope everyone enjoyed the pep rally and our
new fight song! Thank you
so much to everyone who
came out to the
Winter Dance. I hope
everyone had a terrific time.
I know I did. On that same
note, this year’s prom is
fast approaching. Juniors
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and Seniors make sure you
mark your calendars for
May 13th.
We have a ton of stuff
coming up in the next few
months, so here’s a few
highlights:
•Household lunches:
We’re looking to start
holding household lunches
once a month to give the
households an opportunity
to get together. Feel free to
talk to your advisory reps
if you have any questions
or ideas about making that
happen.
•Pledge of Allegiance:
Look for flags to be
mounted in each classroom
and the advisory reps
taking turns reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.
In an effort to be
inclusive, inspired, and
intentional, we began a
school-wide advisory
service opportunity, put
together by the Service
Committee. Advisories are
going to the Mooresville
Soup Kitchen for an hour in
the afternoon every Tuesday. One advisory will go
each week until the end of
May. Since we have more
advisories than weeks left in
the year, those that
aren’t scheduled this year
will go in the fall. It will
be a great way to serve the
community with your
advisory and to have an
immediate, positive impact
on the outside world
locally.

Throughout the next
few weeks, let’s make sure
to do our best to improve
the CTK community and
ourselves through
learning, prayer, and
service. I would love to
hear some feedback on
how this year is going and
how we can make it the
best one yet. We are always
looking for new ways to
make CTK more fun and
exciting, and if you have
any thoughts or ideas,
make sure you talk to your
advisory rep or feel free
to talk to me at school or
email me.

get pictures from the angle the writers described
to them. Alex says she
normally stays on sight
for about thirty minutes
to get the right picture.
Even though it is
more like a magazine
rather than a newspaper,
Alex
comments that the work
is not that much different
than that of The Shield,
as they use the formatting
program, InDesign, just
as we do for our school

newspaper.
Outside the newspaper,
Alex is a part of the
Public Health Society. She
also enjoys hanging out
with friends, as well as going to the beach, coffee
houses, and house shows,
which is when a band performs in a home. Alex is
majoring in Public Health
and Spanish. Alex finds it
difficult to balance her time
between school, fun, and
roommate problems, yet
loves the freedom college
offers.

Thank you,
Emily Mayernik
Emily.Mayernik2017@ctkchs.
net

Alumni

By Amanda Marenna
CTK alumni of class
2016, Alex Mielcarek,
currently works as a
photographer for the
Cistern Yard News, the
newspaper at the college she is attending,
College of Charleston.
She describes her work,
explaining the photographers are assigned an
article, then talks to the
writer of that particular
article about what angle
they are trying to get.
Then, thephotographers
go with their writers to
the interviews and try to

Below is a picture taken by Alex.
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Food

Food Choices
Near CTK
By Amanda Marenna
and Theresa Izediuno
Whether you’re looking for breakfast, lunch,
dinner or a simple snack,
the plaza near CTK has you
covered. After school, students have easy
access to a McDonald’s,
Subway, an Italian
restaurant called Dimaggios, and a whole Harris
Teeter, among other food
options, just a five minute
walk away.
If you’re looking for
a delicious treat like fries
or a frappe, McDonald’s is
the way to go. The school is
already paving a path towards these eating places
like McDonald’s. Not only
does the menu have a lot to
choose from, but it’s very
close by whether you walk
or drive. During the midterms and exams you can
expect to see a lot of our
students at McDonald’s
studying or hanging out
with friends after a hard
exam.
The next food of choice
near CTK is Subway. If
you’re looking for a healthier alternative once again
you can have it your way.

Subway
offers healthy options,
such as grilled chicken,
turkey, and a plethora of
veggies. Another healthy
option, Harris Teeter, has
almost an infinite amount
of options, offering even a
fresh salad bar for its
customers. As a grocery
store, Harris Teeter also
offers fresh fruits and
vegetables.
DiMaggio’s Pizzeria,
is located right next to the
Harris Teeter, where you
can also buy almost any
snack of your choosing.
Not only does DiMaggio’s
serve fresh hot pizza, but
they serve salads for those
17

who still want to have a
healthy meal.
CTK’s whereabouts
not only offers fast food
but also healthier foods for
those who watch what they
eat. Here at CTK there are
so many things to choose
from, so you’re sure to not
go hungry.

Advisory
Bites
By Amanda Buttner
and Sarah Campbell
The newspaper staff
noticed that almost every
advisory has its own
tradition of bringing in

food to eat together.
Whether it’s for a birthday
or just for fun, almost
every advisory has the
tradition of having food
filled events.
Mrs. Daidone’s
advisory has a pizza party
when it’s someone’s
birthday, and the person
with the birthday is in
charge of bringing in the
cake. Her advisory also has
cookie swaps on
Christmas, where everyone
bakes their favorite cookie
to share and swap.
Ms. Devore and Ms.
Cordero’s advisories also
have birthday lunches or
breakfasts, but Ms. Cordero’s birthdays must always
involve cookie cake.
Mr. Fraune and Mr.
York both used to have
advisory meals with their
respective advisories
weekly or monthly, but
they say their current
students have made this
a much less often occurrence. Mr. Fraune says his
advisory meals only have a
25% success rate.
Mrs. Henry and Mrs.
Milligan’s advisories are
very serious about their
advisory meals. Connor
Malloy is in charge of
assigning duties for
Mrs. Henry’s advisory.
Mrs. Henry’s advisory has
lunch about once a month
with many carb filled food
items, but their big advisory event is

Thanksgiving, when they
actually bring in a turkey.
Mrs. Milligan’s advisory
also keeps to a strict
regimen of having Chickfil-a for every birthday,
and Mrs. Milligan will
often bless her advisory
with breakfast for holi-

days.The evidence shows
that CTK advisories love to
eat.
Hopefully, the
tradition of sharing meals
and birthdays with one’s
advisory continues
because it definitely brings
the advisory together.

Mr. Brawley prays for the Christ the King English
Department every collge football season.
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United with
Jesus Christ

By Camryn Frederick
On Thursday, January
26th, 2017, the CTK seniors had the opportunity
to go on a spiritual retreat.
This retreat took place at
the Catholic Conference
Center in Hickory, North
Carolina. Throughout the
retreat, students were given the opportunity to bond
with classmates that they
didn’t know very well.
Mass was held on both
days, group discussions
took place, as well as Adoration and Holy Hour.
Teachers told witness stories about how they came
to faith in Christ. Father
Paul played Frisbee with
everyone, and ended running into someone. He’s
very intense when it comes
to competition.
There were many great
things that allowed each
and every one of us to get
to know someone new, and
many activities that we will
all hold in our hearts for
the rest of our lives. Want
to know what those things
are? Well, as they say,
what was said at the Catholic Conference Center,
stays at the Catholic Conference Center, so you will

Faith
just have to wait your turn
to find out what special
things seniors experience.
The retreat definitely opened many people’s
eyes and hearts to God. It
placed in them a hunger
for the faith that was not
quite there before. I know
for myself, it definitely
brought me closer to God,
and helped me realize that
I want to gain more knowledge about my faith.
Though we spent not
even two full days at the
retreat, so much was experienced, and all of the seniors want to go back before the end of the school
year. I guess you could say
the seniors were greatly
and positively impacted on
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On The Altar
By Sarah Campbell

Every month, the faculty and students of Christ
the King gather to
celebrate Mass. Christ the
King has a panel of altar
servers, including Barney
Malloy, Connor Malloy,
Joseph Chaney, Ethan
Frank, Micheal Chaney,
Connor White, Matthew
Stanley, Jimmy Sides,
Caleb Fleeman, William
Chaney, John Harrison,
Jordan Hartle, and Vittorio Iannielli. Altar servers
have many responsibilities
to ensure that the Mass
runs smoothly: from making sure there are enough
Hosts so that everyone
may receive communion to
setting up and taking down
the altar at the beginning
and end of Mass. When
the priest needs help, altar
servers make themselves
available to assist in many
different and unique tasks.
Christ the King sophomore, Caleb Fleeman, says
he feels, “An altar server’s
job is to serve God and to
make sure that we
maintain reverence and
humility while standing on
the altar with our brother
servers.”
Thank you to the altar servers, and everyone

that is a part of making the
mass run efficiently and
smoothly.

What Does
Lent Mean to
Us?
By Theresa Izediuno

Lent is a liturgical
season which begins on
Ash Wednesday and ends
on Holy Saturday. The
word Lent comes from the
Anglo-Saxon for lencten,
which means “spring.” The
forty days symbolize the
time Jesus fasted in the
wilderness for forty days
and forty nights while facing intense temptation
from Satan.
For Catholics, Lent
is a time for repentance,
fasting, and preparation
for the coming of Easter.
During this liturgical season, we are supposed to
reflect on the life we lead.

Christians of today
focus on building as well
as analyzing their relationship with God, which
is why one typically gives
something up to unite ourselves with the fasting of
Jesus in the wilderness. If
you’re not sure what you
want to give up Ms. Purcell
has a list of things that you
can give up, or Father Paul
could also inspire you. According to him, the hardest thing he has ever done
for Lent was give up warm
showers. He described it as
a “super intense” experience.
Along with acts of
self-denial, Catholics participate in fasting periods
which can last for as long
as the person commits to.
With these, people participate in other optional traditions prior to Lent such
as Fat Tuesday. A vast majority of CTK students take
part in this tradition and
even Father Paul admits to
being a participant.
With a changing liturgical season comes physical
changes in Mass. Instead
of green which is used in
Ordinary Time, the color
is violet or purple. This
color is also shown when
the statues and the crucifixes at Church are veiled
in a purple cloth, but that
change is only minor compared to the changes that
go on in preparation for
the Easter Vigil.
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The Easter Vigil is a
traditional celebration of
the Resurrection of Jesus.
During this celebration,
people are baptized and
newly converted. Although
this a joyful time, Father
Paul admits there is a lot of
work put into it. Multiple
rehearsals are put into the
Easter Vigil, due to more
altar servers and moving
parts.
Lent is not only time
for self-reflection, but it’s
also a time to strengthen
faith and come out an improved person this Easter.

Senior
Sendoff

Sports

By Amanda Marenna
Thursday, February
2nd, all the seniors who
participated in winter
sports were recognized at
halftime of the last home
boy’s basketball game of
the season. The ones being recognized were 10
swimmers, 1 cheerleader, 5
women basketball players,
and 6 men basketball players.
The crowd was filled
with parents, teachers, and
students alike, cheering
on their school during the
game, and for their seniors
during half-time. Not only
were the seniors on the
court, they were also in the
crowd, represented by the
underclassmen holding giant signs with the seniors’
faces posted on them. The
swim team also had signs
for each of their seniors,
reading which swim event
they specialize in as well as
which college they will attend in the fall of this year.
At the end of the second
quarter of the men’s game
all of the senior winter
athletes were gathered in
the first commons area to
get lined up for the main
event. Each senior’s name

was announced as they
walked down the middle of the court with their
families. The cheerleaders formed a tunnel at
the middle of the court to
cheer on all the seniors as
they walked down. All the
seniors were given a white
rose, a picture of them
with their team, and a cupcake with CTK written in
frosting on the top.
We wish the seniors
good luck and we thank
them for participating in
the CTK winter sports for
the 2016-2017 year.

Basketballin’
with the Boys
By Amanda Buttner
The Christ the King’s
men’s basketball team began their season on November 15 and finished
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with a record of 8 wins and
13 losses. The team had a
hard schedule this year,
and they did their best
despite this. Some of the
highlights this season were
their almost buzzer beater
wins, which gained a lot of
excitement from the CTK
fans.
The team had their
highest scoring game when
they played Charlotte Latin
on December 14, winning
94-86. There were many
games that were won in
the last few seconds, and
it was amazing to see all of
the fans standing up and
cheering along. The gym
was packed to the brim
for many, if not all of the
home games. Matthew Sarno said that “it was really
cool to see so much support at our games.” There
is really a feeling of camaraderie within the school,
when the students show up
to support their fellow student athletes.
The season had some
new individual records set,
such as Scott Harvey who
scored his 1000th career
point by the end of the season. Scott Harvey and Brian Stanley were the high
scorers this season. Soon
the team will continue
onto the conference tournament and we wish them

the best of luck.
The team will suffer
a loss next year when the
seniors graduate, but the
underclassmen will do
their best to fill in. Hopefully next year, Christ the
King can continue to build
on the men’s basketball
program and have a great
season.

Swim for the
Win
By Amanda Buttner

The Christ the King
swim team competed in
the state championship
on February 20, 2017 in
Greensboro. This is the
fourth year this team has
competed in states. This
year the women’s team
was favored to win by 3
points and the men’s team
was expected to come in
third place. Both teams put
in a tremendous effort and
surprised the competition.
The women’s team ended
up winning by 55 points.
The women’s 200
medley relay comprised of
Annie Donahue, Jane Donahue, Amanda Hoffman,
and Jordan Lamoreux won

and broke the state record
by 4 seconds. Jane Donahue also broke her own
state records in the 200
IM and the 100 breastroke.
Amanda Hoffman won
the 100 fly. The women’s
400 free relay of Amanda
Hoffman, Jordan Lamoreux, Annie Donahue, and
Jane Donahue broke the
state record by 6 seconds.
Jane Donahue also earned
her second High School
All-American recognition
and set an all-classification
state record with her swim
in the 100 breastroke. The
women’s team had a huge
jump from last year when
they got 5th place.
The men’s team put in
a tremendous effort this
year as well. The men’s
200 medley relay of Alex
Adams, Ben Duckworth,
Alex Koenigsberger, and
Keenan Burgess broke the
CTK men’s record that was
set last year. Alex Adams
also won the 100 fly, and
Ben Duckworth won the
100 breastroke. The men’s
400 free relay comprised
of Alex Adams, Ben Duck-
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worth, Keenan Burgess,
and Alex Koenigsberger
also broke CTK’s record
from last year. Unfortunately the men’s team just
did not have enough swimmers to beat the winning
team, but they still rallied
and did better than expected by getting second only
by 2.5 points.
The CTK team had 18
swimmers who swam a fast
enough time to score. The
team also broke 13 of their
22 team records, and some
may stand for many more
years.
The team says goodbye
to many of its senior swimmers that helped begin the
program four years ago,
but we wish them the best
in their future. We hope
they always keep in mind
Coach Donahue’s famous
sayings of “While you’re
lying in bed, we’re getting
ahead,” and “Nerves is just
your body preparing itself
for greatness.” We know
these senior swimmers are
prepared to do great things
in their future.

Letter from the Editor:
By Katie Mastrone
Second semester is almost over. For
most seniors, they have decided where to
spend the next four years of their lives.
Many of the seniors have gone to school
with each other for years, and this may be
the last semester we will go to school
together. It is important for the seniors to
relish this last semester at CTK. The
juniors are more than eager to finish up
the year and take the seniors’ role as the
oldest in the school. This is my last
“Letter from the Editor,” and I hope you
enjoy your last semester at CTK this
school year.

Letter from the Editors:

By: Amanda Butner and Kevin Nguyen
There have been many changes with schedules, sports, teachers, and The Shield.
Your editors this semester are the dynamic duo, Amanda Butner and Kevin
Nguyen. This spring, we have continued many household traditions, had movie
night for the whole school, and of course Prom for the upperclassmen. Spring sports
are coming to a close, and we hope you enjoyed the soccer, tennis, lacrosse, and
baseball games.
As your newspaper editors, we plan to keep you updated with the interesting
information that’s going on throughout the school and in your community. We wish
you all the best of luck, and remember we are almost to the home stretch.
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