Today we get down to the heart of the gospel.  


In two stories that are sandwiched together, 



Jesus tells us clearly that our faith in him leads to new life.  




When we trust who Jesus is 




and what Jesus can do, 





all of the barriers to living life are removed 





and new life is given.  

Matthew does not do this subtly either.  


We have buried the meaning in our translations, 



but the words that Matthew uses in the Greek 




are blatant references to Jesus resurrection 




and the new life that followed.

For example, 


in verse 18, 



we have the ruler kneeling down before Jesus in our NIV translation.  

While this is part of what the word means, 


it leaves out the fact that we only kneel 


or prostrate ourselves before someone we worship.  

This is not a leader of the synagogue begging Jesus on his knees, 

this is a leader of the synagogue worshipping Jesus 


as one who has the authority and ability to change the situation.

In verse 19, 


after the leader has explained that his daughter is dead, 


but Jesus just needs to come lay a hand upon her 



and she will live, 

we are told that “Jesus arose” 


or “got up,” 



and followed him.  

Again, the deaf ear may miss what Matthew is saying here.  


There are all kinds of ways that Matthew could have said 



Jesus responded to this mans request.  




He could have nodded, 




smiled, 




agreed, 




saddled up, 




or any other way you want to communicate 





that Jesus agreed to come and help.  

But the word in the Greek is egertheis, 


which means to “rise up from the dead.”  



There is nothing subtle here.  


So when we reach verse 25 


and Jesus takes the girls hand, 



guess what she does?  

She egertheis, 

she rises from the dead, 


because Jesus has egertheised, 


rose from the dead, 



and come to her.  

Again, this is boldly pronounced in the Greek 


and has been somewhat muted in the English translations.  

Even though we are able to hear hints of what Matthew is doing, 


when Jesus tells the people mourning, 



“She is not dead, 



but asleep.”  

Of course they laugh at him, 


because they are suffering from the same problem as our three previous groups, 



the Scribes, the Pharisee's, the John's disciples.  


They are still living by the old rules.  



When you die, 




you are dead.  



God's Kingdom has not come, 




so there is no way that this person who is dead could be alive again.

While this was true, 


it is no longer true.  

New life can come to those who believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 


the one who can save them.  

Matthew again gives us a truncated version of this incident compared to Mark, 


reducing the two stories down to 9 verses 


instead of 23.  

We know from Mark's version, 


that this woman who was bleeding, 



had tried everything 



and everyone else, 




and had only gotten worse.  

Matthew leaves this out, 


but does highlight the part that she touches the edge 



or the tassel.  

This edge of the cloak 


carries with it a rich symbolism to the Jewish heart.  

On each corner of a Jewish cloak, 


there was a tassel with a blue cord mixed in it.  

Numbers 15:38-41 tells us why

‘You will have these tassels to look at 


and so you will remember all the commands of the Lord, 



that you may obey them 



and not prostitute yourselves 




by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes. 

40 Then you will remember to obey all my commands 



and will be consecrated to your God. 

41 I am the Lord your God, 



who brought you out of Egypt to be your God




“Hear the God that saved you there”


. I am the Lord your God.’ ” 

In not so many words, 


the tassels were to remind the people that God was their savior, 



their messiah.  

They had often forgotten that 


and suffered because they put their trust elsewhere.

Matthew is highlighting the life possible 


if we stop putting our trust elsewhere 


and start living in the greatness of our God.  

This woman has bled continually for twelve years.  


Women in Jewish society were ostracized enough with their monthly periods 



to know some of her shame and exclusion.  


But to be unclean continually 



without being able to change was debilitating for this woman.  

So what does she do?  


She endangers the purity of the crowds and of Jesus, 



as she pushes towards Jesus, 




which according to the law, 





would make them all unclean and need to go and be purified.  

But as she reaches Jesus and touches him, 


he does not become unclean, 


but she becomes clean.  

Just as Jesus, 


when touching the little girl does not become unclean for touching a dead person, 


but the dead person becomes alive.  
What should happen, 

does not happen with Jesus involved, 


because things have changed, 



the Kingdom has come.

Now before we start putting the whole clean


 unclean thing as a historical superstition, 

we need to remember what God was doing.  


He was making sure that the people could live healthy lives.  

Every EMT in town knows that you do not touch a bleeding person with out gloves on, 


because there are huge health risks.  

In our house, 


touching a raw dead chicken makes you unclean 



and unable to touch anything else, 




until you have washed your hands.  


This helps prevent the spread of disease.  

Hopefully, everyone who works at your favorite restaurant 


follows the rules to wash their hands after using the bathroom, 



for this prevents a person from spreading their uncleanliness, 




their ability to harm 




or make others sick, 





which leads to death.  

But we need to remember, 


when death meets up with Jesus, 


Jesus wins every time.  

Remember Matthew hinted at this 


when Jesus was able to declare the paralyzed man's sins forgiven.  

Now he boldly proclaims it 


as a bleeding woman is healed 


and a dead girl is raised to life.

Jesus changes the way life works.  


Where death was once the boss, 


now life is in charge.  

This life is offered to those we would least expect it to be offered to, 


as God has a tendency to do.  

A woman who for 12 years has been an outcast 


is brought back into society.  

Sinking even lower in the societal stratosphere, 


a little girl, 


not even a mature woman, 



is brought from death to life.  

We might expect a little boy, 


but to waste such a gift on a little girl 



was a wake up call to God's priorities 



versus humanities.  

The Old Testament has Elijah healing Namaan, 


which was bold as he was a foreigner, 

but a male foreigner had more standing than a Jewish woman.  

But Jesus heals the Jewish woman 


so that she can be part of his Kingdom.  

Matthew is trying to point out, 


that there is no one who is left out of Jesus' Kingdom.  



He has gone through all the different levels and classes of society 




and welcomed everyone of them.  

The question still remains for us, 


do we have the faith to believe that Jesus can bring new life to us?  

For many of us, 


we would say, 



he already did!  

He did 


when I accepted him as Lord and Savior 



a few decades ago.  

While this may be true, 


do you know what the cellular definition of dying is for a human?  

It is when your cells start dying at a faster rate 


than they can be replaced.  

Physically, 


this happens to most of us around age 22-25.  

The question for us today is, 


are we dying spiritually?  


Are we experiencing the new life of Jesus more now 



than when we first started in faith?  

When we are no longer doing things to challenge 


and grow in our faith, 


we are starting on the road to death,



not life.  

If our experiences are leading us to new 


and deeper trust in Jesus, 


we are growing and living in our faith, 



faster than the world can negate God's work in the world.

So which side of the scale do you fall on?  


The synagogue leader 


and the bleeding woman had probably tried all of the usual things 



they had at their disposal.  

But they had heard about Jesus 

and what he was doing, 


one worshipped him, 


the other was more of a last ditch effort.  



But both, when they approached, 




were met by Jesus.  

Jesus does not want to hoard this new life for himself, 


but he wants to give it away.  

He will give it to you 


if you worship him on your knees 



knowing that he is your only hope 

and he will provide you with new life 


if you just reach out 



and touch the hem or tassel of his garment.  

In either case, 


you are showing yourself open to God being God 


and being the one to save you.  

When you do, 


God has new life in store for you.

Standing is a powerful action.  

Laying down is one of death and surrender.  

Sitting is a neutral and non-committing position, 


you can lay down or stand from that position.  

But standing, 


being raised up, 



is one of commitment and action.  


You are ready to be on the move.  

Jesus is able to take us from any position, 


laying or sitting, 



and make us able to stand in that new life.  

He is also able to take any and every person who walks into this town, 


and have them experience the new life as well.  

Let our actions be bold, 


so that we are growing in new life 


and bringing brothers and sisters along side us 



as we stand up for Jesus 



and walk into the life he offers and promises.
