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Children’s Holiday
Shopping at the
Nassau Free Library
On Saturday, December 2nd,
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m., children may shop for family and
friends at the Nassau Library
“store” which will be set up in
the library’s community room.
They will be able to choose from
a variety of knickknacks, holiday ornaments, costume jewelry
and other seasonal items. Prices
are guaranteed to be affordable,
and the library’s volunteens will
be on hand to help wrap gifts.
The library will accept donations for the sale (both gift items
and wrapping material) until
Friday, December 1st. When
considering making a donation,
please ask yourself if the item
is in like-new condition and if
it is something a family memSome people just love the holidays! Photographed on Thanksgiving evening as the ber would truly enjoy receiving.
sunset reflected in the upper windows, this house on Chatham Street had already Cider and donuts will be served
been decorated several days prior to Turkey Day. Can you say Twelve Days of while children shop!
This program is held annualChristmas? Perhaps Santa hanging from the 3rd floor windows says it all.
ly in memory of former longtime
Nassau Library director Carolyn
Village Reminders
Sherman. For more information
The annual Holiday Tree Lighting at the Village Commons Gazebo will call 518-766-2715.
take place Sunday, December 3rd, starting at 5 pm. A warming bon fire,
visit from Santa, live holiday music and hot cocoa and cookies are all on
tap. From 3 - 5 pm, the Nassau Hose Company on Chatham Street invites
children to visit Santa Claus while the Nassau Youth Committee will host a
The Village Green
decoration making workshop for kids from 3:15 - 4:15 pm. Both events Nassau Village Beautification Committee
P.O. Box 130, Nassau, NY 12123
are free to the public.
For those thinking ahead, Village Christmas Tree Pick-Up will take place
on two dates - Tuesday, January 2nd and Monday, January 8th, 2018. Trees
will be mulched and recycled.

Kurt Vincent, Editor - 518-766-2291
E-mail: info@nassau12123.com
Your Comments & Material Always Welcome
Copyright 2017. All rights reserved.

NASSAU’S
FIRST
CITIZENS
The Mahican Tribe of the Algonquin
Nation populated our area long
before Europeans.

All About Nassau
People, Buildings and Memories

by Kurt Vincent, Nassau Village Historian
Over the past several years we’ve written mostly about Nassau’s history from the
20th Century. This month we’re going to go back a little farther – much farther in fact,
to a time before white Europeans made their presence known in these parts. The familiar
streets and roads, fields and streams we know so well today could have been as familiar
to the original people of this land – the Native Americans, as to us. In order to tell this
story, however, there is a little backtracking needed to bring facts into context. Over the
years a number of contradictions, misunderstandings and just plain wrong information
have created some confusion over the story of these original people and this short piece
will attempt to provide some clarity in this area.

M

ost know the story of English explorer Henry Hudson, commissioned by the Dutch East India Company to find a sea route east from
Europe to Asia. At the time, the Netherlands was the wealthiest nation in
Europe with an economy based primarily on trade. With the importation of
spices, silks and other exotic goods from China, the Malay Peninsula and
other eastern locations making huge fortunes, speculation and exploration
was of great interest. Hudson did not find a passage east, but on exploring
the upper Hudson River, he was the first white European to document the
natives who populated our area.
Europeans were known to Native Americans from the 1500’s, primarily
on the Atlantic coast through early exploration and fishing. English sought
Above, Mohegan Chief Etow oh Koam painted the waters plentiful with cod and caught, salted and dried fish for trade
in 1750 marking an earlier visit to England. Be back in Europe. North, along the St. Lawrence River, the French explored
low the territory of the Mohican's.
on behalf of their empire. Through these past contacts, crew on Hudson’s
ship were able to communicate somewhat with the natives. Hudson learned
the natives named this river the Mahicannituck and called themselves the
Muh-he-con-neok, or “People of the Waters that are Never Still.” It must be
remembered literacy was limited by white crew members, and with translations between Dutch and English only adding to errors, the name evolved
through several spelling to Mahican or Mahikan. Today, however, they are
known as the Mohicans. (In southern Connecticut a group known as the Mohegans continues to exist, but is unrelated to the similar sounding Mohicans.)
In 1826 James Fennimore Cooper, as part of his Leatherstocking Tales
wrote The Last of the Mohicans, a fictional account of the French and Indian Wars of 1757 that forever warped our knowledge of this tribe. Perhaps
the greatest error is in tribal association. Here in New York State students
learn a great deal about the Iroquois Nation. While present in much of the
State, the Mohicans were aligned with the Algonquins, the vast native nation found in what is now New England. The Mohawks, found to the west
of Albany were Iroquois and throughout history were often at war with
Mohicans. Prior to the time of the Dutch exploration, the Mohican lands
extended from what is now Lake Champlain south nearly to Manhattan
Island and on both sides of the Hudson River, west to the Schoharie Creek
and east into Massachusetts, Vermont and Connecticut. In later years the

Hudson River was the border between the two
Native American nations largely due to Mohawk
aggression.
Archeologists have documented Mohican encampments surrounding Nassau and Kinderhook
Lakes and along the Kinderhook Creek. They
have found stone knives, scrapers, and hammer
stones used in hunting, trapping and food preparation among other artifacts. For thousands of
years a semi-nomadic lifestyle was practiced but
eventually hunting gave way to a greater dependence upon agriculture. At the time the Dutch arrived they were cultivating large gardens of corn,
beans, squash, melons, and pumpkins.
Through early Dutch maps, we know small
villages were scattered throughout a very wide
area including what would become Nassau. Most
villages were located next to streams consisting
of about 50 people. Several larger settlements
were known, including one located at Papsickene
Island south of Castleton. For many years IroAbove, detail of a map prepared after Hudson's quois Mohawks carried out raids on Mohican settlements. In an effort to
voyages to the Hudson Valley c. 1640 shows fortify their locations, wooden stockades were driven into the ground surearly Dutch settlers and native location names.
rounding the Mohican village. Some historians have speculated that early
In Dutch tradition the word "mohican" is spelled
"mahikan." Below, excavated artifacts from the Dutch explorers looking for a word to describe these fortified villages used
area with probable Mohican origin. Below up the word “kasteel,” Dutch for castle. As English predominance followed
per picture, a stone grinding bowl, below lower the short 50 year history of New Netherland, the word castle was often
picture a stone with groove, shaped stone used used for native encampments. This is one supposition as how the village of
as a weight to hold a net in place and 2 pieces
Castleton was named.
of flint used as scrapers or for cutting.
The total population of Mohicans in the area was estimated to be
3,000–5,000. Relationships existed with other villages within a 10–20 mile
radius and a system of runners were in place to provide a means for communication between settlements. Modern concepts of territorial or property boundaries as land ownership was an unknown concept. In many cases.
boundaries were based on the watershed area of small rivers and creeks.
Dwellings were strong, waterproof and portable. Saplings were thrust
into the ground and lashed together with tough bark cord. They were spaced
in parallel rows to create longhouses or in a circle for round storage houses.
Large pieces of flattened bark were placed in overlapping layers on the
framework and secured with bark cord to provide a watertight exterior siding. Sometimes several families would occupy the same longhouse, living
side by side, each with their own cooking fire.
For hundreds and hundreds of years the Mahicans lived a mostly peaceful, self-sufficient life. In 1609 Henry Hudson reported to his investors “the
land is the finest for cultivation that I ever in my life set foot upon, and it
also abounds in trees of every description. The natives are a very good
people,” adding they were “friendly and polite people, who had an abundance of provisions….” Most of us know the rest of the story.
If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com
or telephone Mr. Vincent at 518-766-2291. We would love to include your material in a future edition.

