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50 & Forward
The year was 1968. The population of Las Vegas was about 118,000. Way out west, Pahrump was a little
hole-in-the-wall (population: 600+). Electricity was still new to this small community. Village Missionaries
Richard and Ellen Lynam pioneered the first Protestant Church here and they met in the Pahrump Community
Center. Later that year, Village Missionary Paul Faris was the first permanent Pastor of the Pahrump Community
Church (PCC). Paul and his wife Geneva, and their five children lived in a mobile home which was first located at
Pahrump Mobile Park. The church consisted of the Faris family and a handful of believers from this farming
community. Pastor Faris and Geneva ministered here for 13 years and were beloved by the church and the
community.
The Lord blessed the ministry and within a year, land had been purchased, a well drilled for water, a septic tank
constructed (by hand), and the mobile home was moved onto the property (close to where the annex classrooms
now stand). Pahrump Community Church was officially established April 18, 1969 by filing its Articles of
Incorporation with Constitution and By-Laws.
The basement, begun in the spring of 1970, was the first real construction project for the fledgling congregation.
Most of the labor was volunteered by church people and local businessmen. Some building material was donated.
A military barrack was purchased from the Nevada Test Site and salvaged for the material. The dismantling was
slow but all the material, especially the lumber, was transported to Pahrump for the building program.
The first worship service was held in the unfinished basement in August. The desert wind, blowing through the
open end of the partially finished basement, provided the only circulation of air. Floor joist and sub-flooring
overhead shaded only two thirds of the thirty people in attendance. It took another seven years to complete the
upper structure. Every truss was built and installed by hand.
In 1981, Pastor Norman Sears and his wife Gertrude came to Pahrump to be our Village Missionary pastor. They
had a gifted ministry of reaching out to everyone and warmly welcoming all who came through the doors of our
church.
In 1986, Village Missionaries Rol & Marge Berg came as Interims, then in August of 1986, Village Missionaries
Daryl & Jeanne Jessup and their two children arrived. Pastor Jessup brought Biblical depth in his teaching.
Pahrump Community Church was alive and growing. Six new classrooms were added (the annex classrooms) to
meet the demands of a flourishing community.
In 1991, Pastor Bob Rush and his wife Marj came as Village Missionaries. The Rushes exhibited a tremendous
amount of courage, as they demonstrated continual enthusiasm and perseverance in preaching God’s Word
despite their medical disabilities.
In 2000, Pastor Dick Bauer, with his wife Georgie, succeeded retiring Pastor Rush. (Prior to becoming the VM
pastor at PCC, Pastor Bauer had been our VM District Representative.) They brought spiritual encouragement to
us, helping us grow in the Lord and grow in numbers. Under Pastor Bauer’s leadership, we became focused on
our purpose in Pahrump: to be an Oasis in a thirsty world offering the hope and joy of knowing Christ,
encouraging people in the faith, and enabling them for ministry.
Over the years, assistant pastors and youth group leaders have interned and taught at Pahrump Community
Church. Most now serve the Lord elsewhere. These include: Ron & Patti Laughlin, Sam & Karen Walcott, Gary
& Elizabeth Shults, Bryan Owen, Doug & Margene Cartwright; Larry & Mary Shisler, Chad & Jenny Haneman,
Chris & Jennifer Law, and Jon & Hope Hulet.
In June of 2005, Kim & I (and our two younger children Caleb and Lauri) arrived in Pahrump to serve PCC as
Village Missionaries. In 2012, after Caleb had completed his University studies and acquired his Degree in
Applied Theology, he was invited by PCC leadership to serve as Associate Pastor.
The most recent construction project has actually been a long work-in-progress. The decision to proceed with a
Multi-Purpose Building was made many years ago. The steel components of this structure were delivered the
same week we moved here in 2005. Over 11 years later, at Christmas of 2016, we reached a point where we began
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using the new facility for weekly worship services. Although we are still wrapping up a few loose ends, this
project is actually complete and we are praising God for His provision!
We have had strong children’s ministry programs throughout the years. These activities include Sunday School,
Children’s Church, Nursery Care, Summer and Winter Camps, AWANA, Preschool, Children’s Choir, Child
Evangelism Fellowship, Whirly Birds, Vacation Bible Schools, Youth Groups and the Community Christian
Academy which is now in its 21st year. Pahrump Community Church Preschool is one of the longest-running
outreach programs in Pahrump, having begun in 1971.
In addition to our children’s programs, we also have several men’s and women’s Bible studies. We are actively
involved with a strong missions focus, supporting many missionaries both in national and international fields.
As we look back over the last 50 years, we have much for which to be thankful! God has richly blessed our church
family! But we do not merely want to look back…. The theme of our year of celebration is 50 and Forward! We
are looking ahead to great things yet to come.

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20–21
Serving the Savior,
Pastor Keith
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Recommendations: Coherence
I believe I’ve recommended this month’s approbation more than I have any other non-fiction work. I’ve
gone through it twice and will certainly read it again in the future. Though I typically keep my favorite books at
home in one of my special shelves, I’ve been torn whether to leave it in its display or to have it in the office for
quick access. Thankfully, a few years ago I acquired a number of extra copies to be able to give away if I found
an interested reader. I keep them in the office and can just use one of those for research purposes.
There are few non-fiction authors whose new releases I eagerly await (and, indeed, pre-order at the
earliest opportunity). There have been many excellent books written in the past fifteen years. I don’t think I exaggerate to say that my top choice would be Total Truth by Nancy Pearcey. If you see her name in a bookstore,
do yourself a favor and buy whatever it adorns. I have not yet read all of her publications, but Total Truth, Saving Leonardo, Finding Truth, and Love Thy Body (and the book she co-authored with Chuck Colson) are worth
your money.
Pearcey grew up in a Lutheran home but says that she wasn’t equipped with the apologetic she needed. As her hungry mind sought answers, she was ill-prepared to survive the onslaught of competing worldviews
she encountered. Her testimony is a fascinating part of Total Truth so I’ll just summarize: God saved her through
the undeniable coherence of the Gospel. Her background as a “seeker” (in the best sense of the word) has
uniquely shaped her to present the truth of orthodox Christianity as altogether reliable and healthy. She studied
under Schaeffer, went on to work with Chuck Colson, and is now (among other things) professor of apologetics
and scholar-in-residence at Houston Baptist University.
Discovery
Back in January, I told you about Dr. Don Dunavant. He was head of the Applied Theology program for
two or three of my years at CBU and was one of the most entertaining professors under whom I studied. He
taught “Introduction to Ministry” and other related courses and mostly just talked to us about what it’s like to
be a pastor. I’m not entirely sure what motivated his teaching style, but it seemed like every week he would
bring in another stack of books that he felt like we ought to read. Though I would dutifully scribble down those
suggestions in my notebook, I’d wonder how he found the time to make it through them all! I would assume I
have that list of Dunavant Approbations around here somewhere (see what I did there?), but one of the recommendations stood out to me above the many others. I don’t even remember what he said about Total Truth, but
something about it grabbed me.
I believe it was the summer before my junior year of college (I guess that would’ve been 2010) that I
got the chance to go visit Zachary, Brenda, and Emily while they lived in Florida. It was going to be a longer trip
and a fairly good plane ride, so I took a handful of books with me. Though I enjoyed the novel I read on that vacation, Total Truth was something else entirely.
Summary
How do I even describe it? I guess I would call it a “worldview” book, but I think that’s possibly too
much of a Pastor Calebesque category. It deals with philosophy, but it’s not a dense or abstract textbook. It
touches on science, but seldom in an overly technical sense. It discusses history, but with a very particular focus
and intent. It unpacks Scripture, but it’s not a sermon or a devotional resource. Indeed, I think Pearcy nails her
expressed purpose of dealing with truth in its totality.
She’s subtitled her book “Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural Captivity.” It sounds a little too clichéd, but rather than telling us what to think (and there’s certainly a place for that), she illuminates how we
think based on our cultural context and how we ought to think as those who live in a world that God created. All
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truth is God’s truth (to borrow from St. Augustine) so it is our responsibility as Christians to see everything in light
of God’s truth. Pearcey splits her book into four sections. She begins with “What’s in a Worldview?” She demonstrates just how vital it is that we see the way we actually see the world. So many factors can creep into our
worldview that unconsciously render us something less than biblical.
A key theme running through the book is that of the facts/values split. A thorough unpacking of this concept is one of the main reasons I think you need to read this book, but I’m getting ahead of myself. I feel like any
summary I give you of this will drastically undersell its importance and scope, but let me try to give it a quick
shot. Due to a number of historical developments, we as Westerners are prone to see something as either a fact
(fire is hot) or a value (you shall not lie). We have come to the point in our culture where it’s still mostly fine for
people to hold their own values (I’m a Christian because that’s what I believe) as long as those values don’t ever
tread into the realm of facts. People are still all right with our asserting our beliefs as long as we present them as
personal preferences instead of as normative realities about the world. We need to get to the point where we
conceive of reality as one total truth rather than two realms.
After discussing worldviews as an idea, Pearcey’s second heading is “Starting at the Beginning.” She
shows how Darwin’s theory of evolution has corrupted far more than just the realms of science. The “Survival of
the Fittest” corrodes everything from our understanding of the family to our understanding of how truth itself
works.
“How We Lost our Minds” is possibly my favorite section of the book. It details the development of the
American church and how the culture has shaped how we think about reality. As a former feminist, Pearcey has
an outstanding chapter in this section entitled “How Women Started the Culture War.” Though it wouldn’t make
sense to read just that chapter, part of me wishes I could recommend it just to whet your appetite. It certainly
doesn’t condemn femininity but instead answers a number of questions about why our world currently looks the
way it does.
Pearcey concludes with “What’s Next? Living it Out.” While much of the book is, admittedly, theoretical,
it is meant to directly impact the way we conduct our lives. She borrows from Schaeffer throughout the book, but
the title of the last chapter is itself a reference to one of Schaeffer’s most influential works. If it is Total Truth, we
must conform ourselves to it in every realm.
I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention that she includes four excellent appendices that are as worth reading as
the main content of the book.
Boon
There’s a chance that not everyone will think that reading Total Truth was a boon for me. I’m mostly
joking, but it doesn’t take much to get me going on the countless ways in which this book has shaped my thinking. Pearcey was instrumental in directing me to Francis Schaeffer and has produced in me what I consider to be
a Christ-exalting hypersensitivity to worldviews. I want to know the truth and to discern error. These two authors
have been monumental in helping me know how those to disciplines take place.
Approbation
Flipping through the table of contents to put together this article has made me want to reread Total
Truth. I tried to keep this month’s “Boon” short because I know I’m already running long, but I cannot stress
enough how beneficial this book would be for your growth as a child of the King. I went back to check my other
approbations to see if I’m this forceful each month. I’ve not approbated a book as strongly as Total Truth and
with good reason. All of these books that I’ve suggested will be good for you. I try not to exaggerate, but you
need to read Total Truth.
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It’s long - three hundred and eighty pages. It’s complex in parts and it will take you a while to get
through. You may have to read some parts multiple times and, depending on how your brain works, the book
may feel like a slog every once in a while. Thankfully, Pearcey makes good use of sub-headings to break up the
lengthy chapters. Her writing style is engaging and accessible (even in its more scholarly parts). You will learn
about Scripture, the world, your thought processes, the history of God’s people, and the Berenstain Bears.
There’s a study guide in the back to help you work through the chapters and collect your thoughts and
I’d strongly encourage you to make your way through those. I’ve even given some consideration to making a sort
of Sunday School curriculum on this stuff. It’s that good. Go buy a copy. Come by the office and I’ll give you one.
As we seek to eat, drink, read, watch, sleep, interact, and work for the glory of God, Total Truth is well worth
your time.
By God’s grace,
Pastor Caleb
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GRIEFSHARE

If you have lost a loved one recently and think you might benefit from a support group, please join us at
GriefShare. We will start our classes on Monday, September 10 at 6:00 p.m. in Room 4 of the Multipurpose
Building. For more information call or text 775-537-7708.

WAP (WOMEN AT PRAYER)

Come join Women at Prayer starting Wednesday, September 12 at 9:30 am in the MPB Room. Enjoy fellowship, goodies and a fabulous lesson by Dr. Jeff Shreves. All women are welcome. See you then!

WEBS (WOMEN EVENING BIBLE STUDY)

WEBS will begin the new fall study, “All Things New” on Tuesday evenings, September 11 at 6:00 in Room 1 of
the Multipurpose Building. Over eight sessions, Kelly Minter will lead us through the letter of 2 Corinthians exploring the anchoring truths of bearing treasures in jars of clay, meeting Christ through a pressing thorn, opening
wide our hearts in the midst of hurtful relationships, and learning to embrace the lost and lonely in ministries of
the new covenant. Each of us has a message to proclaim and live by: because of Jesus the old has gone, the new
has come.
Won’t you join us for this exciting new study: If you have questions, contact Kim at 775.537.7708.
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Our Youth Group members here at PCC are
looking for opportunities to serve others to
raise money for our upcoming Winter Camp. If
you have any jobs for us, please contact Linda
Hill at 775-513-3142 or Karen in the church office.

MINISTERS NEEDED
We could still use volunteers willing to help in our Nursery
and in Children’s Church. To find out just what that means,
please contact the church office at 727-5384.

PCC 50TH ANNIVERSARY
If you would like to order a PCC shirt with the 50th Anniversary logo, order sheets are available at the church office.
Orders can be picked up at the church office.
Plan on joining us next Sunday evening at 5:00pm in the MPB Room for
Church Matters. All members are
expected to attend and everyone is
welcome.
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One of our local grocery stores will be having its
last “case sale” of the year beginning soon
(maybe this week).
We rely on the case sales to resupply our pantry. In addition, we try to procure items for our
holiday baskets.
If you feel led to donate, we could use the
following items:
Hunt’s Spaghetti Sauce
Spaghetti Noodles
Top Ramen Noodles
Pork and Beans
Chicken Noodle Soup
Tomato Soup
Tuna Helper

Chunky Soups
Ravioli
Chili +/or Chili Beans
Peanut Butter (Any)
Flour
Brown Sugar
Oatmeal

THANK YOU!
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Saratoga Springs, Death Valley National Park, California
By Bob Jacobs
The bubbling waters of Saratoga Spring rise near the southern boundary of Death
Valley National Park. Several springs feed three large open water ponds measuring
6.6 acres total in size. This rare desert wetland supports a rich community of plants
and animals. Common reed, bulrush, and Saltgrass provide food and shelter for many
of the animals living here. Some of the species present, such as the Saratoga Springs
pupfish, are found nowhere else in the world.
Since water is so rare in Death Valley, Saratoga Springs attracts a variety of birds and
other wildlife. Bring binoculars and take the time to explore this wetland area.
Remember that this is a sensitive habitat, so PLEASE BE CAREFUL to not disturb the
vegetation and wildlife.
Although Man has lived here for many years, except for two partially collapsed stone
structures in the area, little evidence remains of recent human habitation at the
Springs. The springs were probably named in 1871 after the town of Saratoga
Springs, New York. This area was an important water source for the world famous
twenty-mule teams of the 1880’s. The area saw a failed nitrate rush in 1902, and similarly unsuccessful attempts to mine gold and silver in the early 1900’s. The Pacific Nitrate Company arrived in 1909 and built a small camp, but left within a few years.
From the 1930s through the 1960s the springs provided water for the successful talc
mines in the nearby Ibex Hills.
Saratoga Springs is located in the extreme southeast corner of Death Valley National
Park. To get here from Shoshone, California, take California Highway 127 south for
about 26 miles. Turn right (west) on Harry Wade Road where the Saratoga Springs
Monument is. From this point on you will be driving on dirt roads and a high clearance
vehicle is recommended (the roads are very wash-boardie). Drive the Harry Wade
Road for 5.9 miles; and, turn right (north) on the Saratoga Springs Road. In about four
miles, this road ends at a small parking area. Walk a few hundred yards further uphill
to the north for a great view of the springs.
NOTE:

Needless to say, do not visit this area in the summer. It gets really HOT!
The rest of the year is a great time to visit. Also, while you are in this
area consider the difficulty and hardships of walking across this land in
the 1800’s. Those old timers were some tough people!
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EDITORIAL PAGE
Sailing Along
A heart at peace gives life to the body,
but envy rots the bones.
Proverbs 14:30 NIV
Now don’t get me wrong, I am not envious of all these people who enjoy/take cruises
around the world. But, living in the desert certainly qualifies for me to have an unspoken desire to be around lots/oceans of water. And, I certainly don’t have rotten bones!
But, I do seem to be suffering from DRY ROT!
It was MY decision to move to this territorial dry region. So, if I am “antsy” because of
It, I have NO ONE to blame but myself. Yet, I must confess that I didn’t bargain on
being around all these travelers who are snowbirds or just sailing along on “Moonlight
Bay!”
Lately, I have had to listen to “water” travelers and those who enjoy summer cruises
while I sit here and furnish “Valley Electric” with delightful amounts of money to enjoy
my air conditioning. (Which, by the way, I pray daily for it to keep running.) But, thanks
to my friends, I did get to “house sit” for a week and enjoy their pool at least once a day.
Plus, I was able to take pictures of crows and Roadrunners.
“Crows and Roadrunners,” now those are pictures I can send to all my friends. I bet
only my friends in New Mexico have daily enjoyed the companionship of “Roadrunners!”
Why? Because that is the “state bird” of New Mexico and it is “protected”! (Sometimes,
there seems there just is NO accounting for taste.)
Now, I don’t ask for much. It doesn’t have to be a trip on an ocean, bay, lake or pond. I
just want to say I was on a “cruise.” It can be forty laps around a pool on a rubber
ducky. NOW IS THAT ASKING FOR MUCH?!?! The only “hang up” is that if it is
around a pool I don’t have to struggle with any luggage. And, after all, isn’t that what is
necessary and wonderful if you go on a “cruise?”
NOTE: If any of you reading this sends me a “rubber ducky,” I will tear our friendship
papers up!
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Another note to my “friends” – I don’t “house sit” for anyone during the summer months
who doesn’t have a “swimming” pool! And, I don’t “house sit” for anyone during the
winter months that doesn’t have a “fireplace”!
Am I being “picky?” You bet I am! After all, I do have my pride. So, if I must listen to
your rhetoric about your “cruise” – then, you should have to listen to my rhetoric about
my “house sitting.”
So, now that I have said my “piece” about how I long for “peace,” I will end this with a
“song in my heart” and an open hand for contributions toward my “cruise.
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