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The Friends of the Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens, a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, is charged with creating and maintaining a serene and peaceful environment for all visitors. 

Port St. Lucie 
Botanical Gardens 

Back in the day, our PSL Botanical Garden was just a wish 

and a dream, held by a small committee of interested citizens 

and chaired by then-Council member, Christopher Cooper.  

The City took pride in the variety and number of public parks 

the City boasted, but many were devoted to athletic and youth 

groups.  The nearest botanical garden was Heathcote in Fort 

Pierce.  In Vero Beach, McGee Garden was a mecca for 

nature enthusiasts, and Mounts Botanical Garden in West 

Palm Beach, a county facility, was a learning opportunity for 

the public in proper horticulture. 

 

All three of our sister botanical gardens offer plant sales to the 

public.  The newly formed PSL Botanical Gardens committee 

started offering plant sales to the public before the Gardens became a reality, in 2007, in an effort to 

raise support for the Gardens idea, and to bring to the PSL public the opportunity to learn from the 

vendors themselves, all experts in their chosen ‘plant of passion’. 
Continued on Pg 4 

BOTANICA GARDEN FESTIVAL PLANT SALE 



 

             
 
 
 
2410 SE Westmoreland Blvd. 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
Phone: 772.337.1959 
Fax: 772.237.5952 
E-mail: info@pslbotanicalgardens.org 

Web: www.pslbg.org 

Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
    Sunday Noon - 4pm 
    Closed Monday, Tuesday & Holidays 
Suggested Donations: 
    Adults $5 
    Students $2 
    Children 12 & Under Welcome 
    Free for FPSLBG Members and 
    Active Military with family (IDs required) 
 

Mission Statement . . . 
 

Friends’ mission is to create and maintain a 
beautiful, serene sanctuary in the center of Port St. 
Lucie that is environmentally sound and naturally 
diverse and to provide educational, cultural and 
recreational opportunities for all who visit. 
 

Officers & Directors . . . 
 

President:     Joleen King  
Vice President:   Brenda Gustafson 
Secretary:     Judy Nash-Wade 
Treasurer:     Claire Clark 
Directors:     Mike Alexander 
         Jeff Chambers 
         Melinda DeMarco 
         Heather Furnari 
         Glenn Ryals 
         Tim Sutton 
         Joe Wojcik 
 

Standing Committee Chairs . . . 
 

Election Committee:       Stephanie 
                Alessandrini-Giarraffa  
Finance Committee:       Claire Clark 
Gift Shop Committee:       Mike Alexander 
Horticulture Committee:     Brenda Gustafson 
Membership & Volunteer 
Committee:           Jeff Chambers 
Resource Development  
Committee:           Melinda DeMarco 
Strategic Planning Committee:   Glenn Ryals 
 

Newsletter... 
 

Editor:   Judy Nash-Wade 
Design:   Mark Barnes 
 

The Gardens is managed and operated by Friends of the 
Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens, Inc., a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
public charity organization, that was founded to help 
support the daily operations of The Gardens. Friends 
volunteers provide hands-on daily oversight of the facility, 
including staffing to handle the many visitors year round. 
Please consider becoming a member of Friends. Friends' is 
a 100% volunteer organization.  In all cases, donations are 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE… 

 

Let me take one last 
opportunity to speak to our 
members … the Annual 
meeting of the Friends of the 
PSL Botanical Gardens is 
Monday, Jan 28 at 6:00 pm.  
Our all-important election to the 

Board of Directors for 2019 is held just before the 
meeting is called to order.  If you’re a member of the 
Friends, please cast your vote.  If you’ve sent in your 
ballot or proxy, we thank you! 
 
The high point of February at the Gardens is Botanica, 
our two-day plant sale and garden festival.  If you’ve 
attended past Botanica’s, you already know what a not
-to-be-missed event it is!  Fifty-plus vendors of 
wonderful plants and garden related products, and 
thousands of visitors, shopping, learning from the 
vendor-experts, and enjoying a beautiful February 
weekend at the PSL Botanical Gardens.  There is 
more in this newsletter about Botanica.  Circle Feb 9-
10 on your personal calendar now and join us at the 
Gardens for Botanica. 
 

Joleen King 
President 
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Botanica started as a one day show from 2007 to 2010, before the Gardens construction was 

completed.  2011 saw the first two day plant sale and the public’s response has been overwhelmingly 

positive ever since. 
 

Why attend a plant sale?  Why offer a plant sale to the public?  The vendors love to talk about plants 

and are always free with advice and recommendations.  It’s continuing education for homeowners.  

Have a problem with a landscape plant?  There is a vendor at Botanica who can answer your 

questions.  Interested in landscape plants that are unique and different?  There’s a vendor for that! 
 

Botanica is a two day gift to the people of Port St Lucie.  It raises the horticulture knowledge level of 

our citizens.  It celebrates the Gardens, it’s growth over almost nine years, and demonstrates how 

special our area of the Treasure Coast is. 
 

Botanica (Feb 9-10) has morphed into a genuine, can’t be missed, Garden Festival.  With assistance 

from the various non-profit plant societies, the Ft Pierce Jazz and Blues Society, corporate sponsors 

and media (WOSN 97.1 Ocean FM, B94.7 Fresh Country & 93.7GYL / Treasure and Space Coast 

Radio), Botanica provides an enjoyable, casual learning (and buying) opportunity for Port St Lucie. 
 

Please mark your calendar for Feb 9-10 and join us! 

Continued from  Pg 1 
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University of Florida St. Lucie County Extension  
recognizes Brenda Gustafson with the Florida Friendly 
Landscape—Gold Level Award;  For protecting Florida’s 
environment and enhancing the community by 
successfully implementing Florida-Friendly Landscaping 
practices in her landscape. Brenda is a Master Gardener 
and Vice President/Horticulture Chair of the Port St. Lucie 
Botanical Gardens. 

New Educational Signs in the  Gardens’ 
In our ongoing effort to provide continuing education 
throughout our gardens, the Horticulture Department is  
creating informational signs for our visitors who come 
from all over our country and many other countries as 
well.   The response from our visitors and the members of 
the gardens has been very positive.  Our goal this year is 
to add additional signs and to identify individual plants 
throughout the garden.  I’d like to give a special thanks to 
Mark Barnes for his outstanding 
creativity in the design of the 
educational signs.  He never ceases to 
amaze me with his artistic talents.   
 

Brenda Gustafson, 
Vice President / Horticulture 

http://www.markbarnesmusic.com/bio.html
http://19thholeandsandpiperroom.com/
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Continued on Pg 8 

Seen Around The Gardens 
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Continued from  Pg 7 

Continued on Pg 9 
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Continued from  Pg 8 

Continued on Pg 10 
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Election Committee Gets A New Volunteer 



 

Continued from  Pg 9 

Continued on Pg 11 
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Wedding Splendor at The Gardens 



 
Continued on Pg 13 

Continued from  Pg 10 
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http://www.insurewithpost.com/


 Continued on Pg 14 

Continued from  Pg 11 
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Arbor Day Proclamation by the City of Port St. Lucie 



 Continued on Pg 15 

Continued from  Pg 13 
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The Port St. Lucie Downtown Lions Club presents a 

donation check to the Friends for the new Kelly Pavilion. 

Arbor Day at the Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens 



 Continued on Pg 16 

Continued from  Pg 14 
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Continued from  Pg 15 
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 Continued on Pg 18 

Continued from  Pg 16 
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 Continued on Pg 19 
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Welcome to All 
Garden Goers… 

 

 

This month our 

 Jazz Jams will be held on 

February 6
th

 

& February 20
th

 
starting at 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Donation $7 per person. 

Gardens & Jazz Society  

Members $6 per person. 
 

Sponsored by the 

Fort Pierce Jazz & Blues Society 

JAZZ  
JAMS  
At The Gardens  
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Continued from  Pg 18 

Continued on Pg 20 

https://www.facebook.com/PSLBotanicalGardens
http://www.pslbotanicalgardens.org/
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Continued from  21 

Continued on Pg 23 
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Click Here to see more pictures and article at TC Palm 

https://www.tcpalm.com/media/cinematic/gallery/2616677002/tree-planted-at-port-st-lucie-botanical-gardens-honoring-floridas-arbor-day/
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Visitor Pics 
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Continued from  Pg 25 

Continued on Pg 27 
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Continued from  Pg 26 

Continued on Pg 28 
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www.guettlerconstruction.com 
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3
rd

 Crosstown Chapel Sunday Service 9:30 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

4
th

 Newsletter Committee Meeting 4:00 - 5:00 pm All Welcome 

5
th

 River Vista HOA Annual Meeting Dinner 3:00 - 9:00 pm HOA Members Only 

6
th

 Intermediate Spanish Class 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

6
th

 Ft. Pierce Jazz & Blues Jazz Jams 6:30 - 9:30 pm $7 Donation, $6 Members 

9
th

 Botanica Garden Festival Plant Sale 9:00 am - 4:00 pm All Welcome 

10
th

 Botanica Garden Festival Plant Sale 9:00 am - 4:00 pm All Welcome 

10
th

 Crosstown Chapel Sunday Service 9:30 - 11:00 am All Welcome 

11
th

 Rio Lindo Board Meeting 10:00 - 11:00 am Members Welcome 

11
th

 2020 Meeting 3:00 - 4:15 pm All Welcome 

11
th

 FPSLBG Board of Directors Meeting 4:30 - 6:30 pm Members Welcome 

12
th

 PSL Orchid Society 12:00 - 3:00 pm All Welcome 

12
th

 Master Naturalists Meeting 7:00 - 9:00 pm Members Welcome 

13
th

 Intermediate Spanish Class 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

14
th

 PSL Angler’s Meeting 5:30 - 9:30 pm All Welcome 

16
th

 Wacky Weeders 8:00 am - 12:00 pm All Volunteers Welcome 

16
th

 
PSL Orchid Society 
Orchids in the Gardens 

10:00 am - 5:00 pm All Welcome 

17
th

 Crosstown Chapel Sunday Service 9:30 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

17
th

 
PSL Orchid Society 
Orchids in the Gardens 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm All Welcome 

17
th

 South Florida Daylily Society 2:00 - 4:00 pm All Welcome 

20
th

 Intermediate Spanish Class 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

20
th

 Jensen Beach Garden Club 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Members Welcome 

20
th

 Ft. Pierce Jazz & Blues Jazz Jams 6:30 - 9:30 pm $7 Donation, $6 Members 

21
st

 Treasure Coast Rare Fruit Club Meeting 7:00 - 9:00 pm All Welcome 

23
rd

 Treasure Coast Bonsai Club 10:00 am - 12:00 pm All Welcome 

24
th

 Crosstown Chapel Sunday Service 8:00 am - 12:00 pm All Welcome 

25
th

 Rio Lindo Garden Club Meeting 12:45 - 3:30 pm All Welcome 

25
th

 TC Bromeliad Society Meeting 5:30 - 9:00 pm All Welcome 

27
th

 Intermediate Spanish Class 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

27
th

 German American Board Meeting 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Members Welcome 

28
th

 TC Professional Photographers Assoc. 6:00 - 8:30 pm All Welcome 
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University of Florida IFAS Extension 

Central Florida Gardening Calendar - February 
 

What to Plant 
 

Annuals/Bedding plants: Good performers in South Florida's mild winter include impatiens, 
verbena, dianthus, strawflower, and lobelia. See Annuals: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_annual_landscape_plants 
 

Bulbs: Many bulbs can be planted now. Divide large, crowded clumps. Provide adequate water 
for establishment. Some examples include Amazon lily, crinum, and agapanthus. See Bulbs for 
Florida: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_bulbous_flowers 
 

Groundcovers: Consider replacing areas of grass with drought-tolerant, low-maintenance 
groundcovers. See The Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Guide to Plant Selection and Landscape 
Design: http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/FYN_Plant_Selection_Guide_v090110.pdf and Ground Covers: http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_ground_covers 
 

Vegetables: Winter vegetable gardening is in full swing. Last month to plant cantaloupes, 
cucumbers, eggplant, lettuce, peppers, spinach, and tomatoes for a late spring harvest. Protect crops in 
the unlikely event of a frost or freeze. See Vegetable Gardening in Florida: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_vegetable_gardening 
 

What to Do 
 

Lawns: Fertilize lawn grasses to improve color or coverage. Choose a fertilizer (not a "weed and 
feed") with no or very little phosphorus unless a soil test indicates the need for it. A fertilizer with 
controlled-release nitrogen provides longer-lasting results. See Lawn Fertilizer: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_lawn_fertilization 
 

Roses: Prune roses this month to remove damaged canes and improve the overall form. After 
pruning, fertilize and apply a fresh layer of mulch. Blooming will begin 8–9 weeks after 
pruning. See Roses: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_rose 
 

Shrubs and palms: Fertilize shrubs and palms by spreading fertilizer evenly over the soil surface 
and watering it in. Follow with a fresh layer of mulch to conserve moisture and reduce weeds. Delay 
pruning any cold-damaged branches until new growth starts. See Palm Nutrition and Fertilization: http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_palm_nutrition and Landscape Fertilization: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_landscape_fertilization 
 

Lawns: Apply a preemergence weed killer (not a "weed and feed") to lawns late this month to 
prevent germination of warm-season weed seeds. Apply when temperatures rise to 65°F for 4–5 days. 
Timing is important for good control. See Lawn Weeds: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_lawn_weeds 
Avocados and mangos: Disease-susceptible varieties of avocado and mango may require 
applications of copper fungicide. See Avocado: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_avocado and Mango: http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_mango 
 

Citrus: Fertilize now if not done in January. Frequency and amount of fertilization depend on the 
age of the tree. See Home Citrus Culture: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_citrus_home_citrus_culture 
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 We’ll be at the Upcoming Plant Sales 

 Held at the Port St Lucie Botanical Gardens 
  

 February 9 & 10   Botanica Plant Sale 

 February 16 & 17   Orchid Show 
 

 Be sure to stop by and to look for our specials and coupons in this  

             newsletter.  Lots of  plants available in the Garden Center everyday.  

 

 Join the Garden Team 
 We always need assistance with propagating from cuttings, up-

 potting, dividing, replanting, planting seeds, and garden trimming 

 and clean up.  Much to do and too little hands!  We’re there to 

 teach you how to become a Garden Volunteer. You’ll have fun, 

 meet new people who share your love of  plants and working in the  

 dirt.  Bring gloves and clippers. Wear sturdy shoes. Come on back  

 in the propagation area and see what we’re up to. You will find us  

 in the Garden area -  Wednesday – Saturday •  9:30AM – 1:00PM 
 

Pots & Trays - Pots, trays, misc. garden 

items, tools. Bring them on in.  This helps to 

defray our propagation expenses and provide 

you with lots of  plants.  
 

All proceeds benefit the Friends of the 
Port St Lucie Botanical Gardens. 501c (3) 



 

40 

 

Sparkie, Who keeps on giving!  We received many 
unusual Bromeliads from his garden in the last couple of 
years and more in the past few weeks. He not only 
donates lots of plants, but he brings his high school 
grandchild and friends along to help in the gardens.  He 
also assisted the Orchid Garden with wrapping orchids in 
the trees for the cold spell. What more could you ask 
from our neighbors who take the time to help and 
donate plants to benefit our Gardens.  Be sure to stop by 
the Garden Center to see our new Bromeliads,  and, if 
your have any plants or cuttings, you’d like to share, give 
us a call.   Brenda—772-678-8523 

COMING SOON TO THE GARDEN CEN-
TER—Laura Mehr, volunteer, member 
and artist is working on a fantastic mural 
for our Garden Center Sales Table.  The 
talent, creativity and dedication of the 
volunteers that have joined this garden 
continues to grow.  We are privileged to 
have Laura join with us to create ‘Art in 
the Garden’.  You will see the finished 
product installed in our Garden Center 
for Botanica. If you would like to be part 
of our ‘Creative Group’, be sure to con-
tact our Membership/Volunteer Chair, 
Jeffrey Chambers at 773-337-1959. 



 

 
 

With the assistance of the St. Lucie County Master Gardeners and PSLBG volunteers, students and 

Veterans learn basic Horticulture practices.  
 

 

Learn and Earn Community Service hours!  
 

Students can volunteer in the Gardens year round.  During the school year Horticulture 

workshops are offered. Workshops and Garden Time hours count toward students ’ volunteer 

community service hours.  Open to all High School students! Add your school logo to our growing 

Horticulture partnership.   
 

Contact Jeffrey Chambers, Volunteer Chair at 772-337-1959 for more information. 
 

A horticulture program for Veterans and their family members! Enjoy 

comradery, hands-on workshops, and opportunities for providing 

service to your community!   
 

VVC meets on the 4
th

 Saturday of the month from 0900-1000 in the Veteran Victory Corps area 

near the GL Homes Green House in the Garden Center (weather permitting – or check at the 

Welcome Center in the Pavilion)  Bring your own morning drink. 
 

Contact: Judy, American Red Cross - Service to the Armed Forces at judy.nash-wade@redcross.org 

or PSLBG at 772-337-1959. 
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Sponsored By 
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Paid for by the St. Lucie West Garden Club 
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http://pslbotanicalgardens.org/membership.html

