                                   Day of Atonement
                                      Yom Kippur

           The 6th Feast of the Major 7 Feasts of Israel
Lev 16:1-19.
This is the most solemn of all feasts.
This was the final day of the 10 days of AWE that started with the first day of the Feast of Trumpets, (the last seven of these days were the time of personal evaluation and repentance of sins, they were called ‘Days of Affliction’.)  During these 7 days the High Priest would separate himself and totally prepare for the Day of Atonement.  He would then be assisted by over 500 priests and he would have to go over every prayer and movement that he was going to make on that Day.
--(could this coincide with the fact that the Tribulation is seven years and are the years of affliction bringing Israel to a state of repentance.?)
This Feast day is given that the nation of Israel (and individuals as well), must reconciled unto God, for only a people at peace with God might rejoice before Him and be blessed in the coming year.
This is the day that their sins would be covered as individuals and as a nation.  Even though they individually offered sacrifices for their sins as they occurred, there were many sins not acknowledged, so they were without specific expiation.  So this annual sacrifice was designed to cover all those sins, and it was for those who had truly repented.

These ten days leading up to the Day of Atonement were days where the people were to wear white clothes as a sign of humility and the need for cleansing.
In the days in the OT, where the Jews had their Tabernacle or Temple, the High Priest was the only one allowed to enter inside the veil into the Holy of Holies or (the Most High Place), where the Ark of the Covenant rested.  This was also called the Mercy Seat, meaning the place of atonement. It’s a reference to the Throne of God which rests between two Cherubim Angels.

The veil separates the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies where the Ark of the Covenant was located.  The Ark represented the Throne of God, in which He was separated from the people whose sins were not atoned for. - (it was a symbol of God’s inapproachability.)
It was made up of blue, purple, scarlet and fine linen embroidered with figures of cherubim.  (Ex 26:31-37)

Josephus tells us that this veil was 4 inches thick and 60 ft. high, and 15 ft. wide, and it had to weigh over a hundred lbs.-(Josephus also tells us that two wild horses at each end of the veil could not tear it apart).   Yet at the exact time of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, this veil split in two from the top to the bottom,  showing us that now we can enter the presence of God Himself through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. (Mt 27:50-51)
The Procedure:

In preparation for the Day of Atonement ritual, the designated animals were to be brought to the sanctuary area: for the high priest and his family  a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, and for the Israelite community,  two male goats for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.
Lev 16: 6-10- is an overview of the whole procedure which is detailed in  v-11 to the end of the chapter. 

First the High Priest is to bath himself and then put on special attire for this occasion. A sacred linen tunic (16:4), with a linen undergarment and a linen sash around him and a linen turban.
-(these were all white garments, they took the place of his normal everyday apparel which clothing he wore as indicative of the ‘bridegroom of Jehovah.’  They indicated holiness and before he could put them on he had to take a bath, in fact he had to take a bath five times and wash his hands and feet ten times.  This was required for each procedure he was involved with that day.
Then after slaughtering the animals brought into the sanctuary, the High Priest is to take some coals and incense and burn it in the censer so the smoke would conceal  the Ark, (so he would not die).

 According to Josephus, the historian, the High Priest would have a rope tied around his ankle in case he died inside the Holy of Holies, so they could drag him out, because no one else was permitted to enter it.
The High Priest then is to first take the blood of the bull into the Holy of Holies to make atonement for himself and his family and all the priests.
Before he killed the bull, he would lay his hands on the head of the bull as it faced the Tabernacle and then he confessed his sins and those of his family as well. It was a special prayer that involved pronouncing the Name of God  three times,  and as he did those near would prostrate themselves face down on the ground and those in the background would respond ‘Blessed be the Name, the glory of His Kingdom is for ever and ever.’-(he actually did this twice over the bull,  1st for himself and his family, then 2nd for the priests.)
The Name of God was actually pronounced a total of 10 times for the whole day.
 He would take his finger and sprinkle the blood on the front of the atonement cover, then sprinkle some of it seven times before the atonement cover. (v-14).-(this is a different ceremony than he would ordinarily do for his own sins which is noted in chapter Lev 4:12, where he would place the blood in front of the veil on the incense altar, where as here he takes it behind the veil to sprinkle it on the atonement cover.
Then he would take two goats and cast lots for them.  One would be for the Lord and the other would be a scapegoat, (called the ‘azazel,) the escape goat).  He would then kill the goat chosen for the sin offering for the people and take it’s blood behind the curtain and do the same thing he did with the previous bull’s blood.   This would also make atonement for the Most Holy place (v-16), because of the uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelite people, and also for the Tent of the Meeting itself.
This would be the third time he would have entered the Holy of Holies.
Then he is to come out and take the some of the bull’s blood and mix it with some of the goat’s blood  and cleanse the Holy Place and consecrate it to the Lord and then he would sprinkle the mixed blood on the horns of the altar seven times.

Then he would take the scapegoat and lay hands on it’s head and confess over it all the wickedness and sins of the people and in so doing would be placing the sins on the goat’s head.  He would the send the goat away into the desert in the care of the man appointed for the task, who would release it after it was completely out sight of the people. -(this represents the removal of the people’s sins.)
Hebrews 9:1-16 - says "that Christ obtained eternal redemption through His Shed Blood.-He died once and for all."
The Jews have a problem with their sins today because of what the Torah says, that "without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins." Since they can’t sacrifice animals anymore because there’s no Tabernacle or Temple, and they refuse to believe in Jesus Christ and His shed blood, there is no way for them to obtain forgiveness.  So they have devised man’s system of works that by prayer and penance, and doing good deeds they may attain forgiveness.
However, there are many Jews today who are looking to rebuild their Temple and return to the Torah.  They have once again established the Sanhedrin Council, ( a religious body of leaders),  and they want to establish religious law through it.

Matt 24:27-31.
The atonement that they failed to receive will now be given to them,  (at the return of Christ).
The question is ,  will Jesus fulfill this Feast Day and return to His people (the Jews), and cleanse them from their sins by His shed blood.?  Since the first 4 Feasts were fulfilled on the exact day, there is every reason to believe, the Lord will do so.  The following  verses are talking about the Jews coming to acknowledge the Messiah and they who remain at that time, will be saved.
Rom 11:26-27 says “and so all Israel will be saved, as it is written, The deliverer will come from  Zion; He will turn godlessness away from Jacob and this is My covenant with them when I take away their sins”

--(It certainly appears that this is the day. )

Zechariah 12: 10-11 says "and I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication.  They will look on Me, the One they have pierced, and they will mourn for Him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for Him as one grieves for a firstborn son."
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